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SECOND REPORT. 


Tre COMMITTEE to whom the ſeveral Papers re- 

_ .. ferred to in His Majeſty's Meſſage of the 12th Day of 
May 1794, and which were preſented (ſealed up) to 
the Houſe, by Mr. Secretary Dundas, upon the 12th 
and 13th Days of the ſaid Month, by his Majeſty's 
command, were referred; and who were directed to 
examine the Matters thereof, and report the ſame, as 
they ſhould appear to them, to the Houſe, 


AVE further proceeded in the Examination af the Books 
and Papers referred to them by the Houſe, and of ſuch 


other Information as they have ſince obtained. 


The latter has conſiſted of a variety of examinations and de- 
poſitions taken before the Privy Council, of papers found in 
the cuſtody of different perſons who have been apprehended, 
and of accounts received by the Secretary of State relative to dif- 
coveries made at Edinburgh, and in different parts of Scotland | 
all which have been laid before your Committee. | 


Oo os I PR? * 


; The reſult appears to your Committee ſtrongly to confirm 
all the propoſitions which they found it their duty, on the out- 
ſet of their inquiry, to ſubmit to the Houſe, and to leave no 
_doubt of the nature, extent, and malignity of the extravagant 
deſigns which: haye been formed, of the regularity and ſyſtem 
with which theſe deſigns have been purſued, or of the rapid 
_progreſs of the meaſures which had been taken in order to at- 


* 


tempt to carry them ſpeedily into execution. | 


B | Before 


( 2 ) 


Before the Committee ſubmit to the Houſe ſuch further de- 
tails as appear neceſſary to give a general and comprehenſive 
view of the ſubject, and to ſhew the origin and progreſs of the 
plan which has been in agitation, they think it right to call the 
attention of the Houſe to ſome tranſactions of a recent date, and 
which appear to be of ſo much importance as to deſerve a ſepa- 
Tate ſtatement, 


The firſt of theſe has already been ſhortly referred to in the 
former Report, and relates to the meaſures taken for providing 
arms to be diſtributed among the members of the ſeveral ſo- 
cietics, and for preparing the means of employing actual torce 
in the execution of their project. | 


The circumſtance which firſt came under the obſervation of 
your Committee, containing a diſtinct trace of meaſures of this 
deſcription, was a letter from a perſon at Sheffield, by profeſ- 
ſion a printer (who has ſince abſconded) which was thus addreſ- 
ſed “ Citizen Hardy, Secretary of the London Correſponding 
« Society,” and which was found in the poſſeſſion of Hardy 
on the 12th day of May laſt, when he was taken into cuſ- 
tody. | | 


The letter is as follows : 


Fellow Citizens, „ Sheffield, April 24, 1794. 
e The barefaced ariſtocracy of the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion has made it necefJary that we ſhould be prepared to 
act on the defenſive againſt any attack they may com- 
mand their newly- armed minions to make upon us. A 
«« Plan has been hit upon; and if encouraged ſufficiently 
« will, no doubt, have the effect of furniſhing a quantity 
of pikes to the patriots ; great enough to make them 
« formidable. The blades are made of ſteel, tempered 
« and poliſhed after an approved form. They may be 
« fixed into any ſhafts ; but fir ones are recommended, of 
the girth of the accompanying hoops at the top end, 
© and about an inch more at the bottom. The blades and 
hoops, more than which cannot be properly ſent to any 
«c great diſtance, will be charged one ſhilling, Money to 
be ſent with the order. As the inſtitution is in its in- 
fancy, immediate encouragement is neceſlary. 


Struck through in } Orders may be ſent to the Secretary of 
the original. the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society. 
« Signed. Y 


«c To 


— — — ————— —— — — 
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« To prevent poſt ſuſpicion, direct to [ Here follows, 
in the original, the name of the perſon to whom the let- 
ters were to be addreſſed, and his reſidence at Sheffield.) 


This letter contained another incloſed, directed to the Secre- 
tary of the Norwich Patriotic Societies, which was found in 
the poſſeſſion of the Secretary to the London Correſponding So- 
ciety ; and which is as follows: | 


„ Fellow Citizen, 

« The barefaced ariſtocracy of the preſent adminiſtra- 
te tion has made it neceſſary to prepare to act upon the 
« defenſive, in caſe of any attack upon the patriots. 

« A plan has been formed for carrying int» effect this 
« neceſſary buſineſs. Pike blades are made with hoops 
« forthe ſhafts to fit the top ends; the bottom end of the 
* ſhafts ſhould be about an inch thicker ; and fr is re- 
«© commended for the ſhafts, ſelected by perſons who are 
« judges of wood. The blades and hoops will be ſold at 
« the rate of one ſhilling, properly tempered and poliſhed, 
«© The money ſent with the orders. 

“ Signed, 


« Dire to“ | Here follows, in the original, the name 
of the perſon to whom the letters were to be addreſſed, 
and his reſidence at Sheffield] “to prevent the poſtmaſ- 
«© ter's ſuſpicion,” | | 


Your Committee foon after found, that by the different exa- 
minations taken before the Privy Council it was fully eſtabliſh- 
ed, that the general idea of procuring arms (either muſquets or 
Pikes) to be diftributed among the members, had of late been 
frequently the ſubject of converſation at different diviſions 
among the leading members of the Correſponding Society, and 
among perſons who have been moſt active in the meaſures 
lately taken; that although theſe converſations had frequently 
taken place, they had generally been after the buſineſs of the 
meetings. was cloſed, and when only a few perſons remained. 
It appears indeed to have been, in a great meaſure, agreed that 
this plan was not to be publicly mentioned at the diviſions; par- 
ticularly it was recommended by one of the moſt active perſons 
not to mention it till the new plan of conſtitution for the ſo- 
ciety was ſettled, And it has appeared (in the courſe of this in- 
veitigation) that the arming buſineſs was all done by private 
members, and that it, was held not fit to talk of the pikes but 
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to thoſe who were to be truſted: That the general buſineſs was 
done by a committee of delegates, but there was a ſecret com- 
mittee of five perſons, who tranſacted what was not to be en- 
truſted to the whole of the Correſponding Society; that they 
meet at private houſes, and that all the correſpondence comes 
to them, and what they think proper is laid before the ſociety. 
But although this plan of precaution and concealment muſt 
have prevented the diſcovery of a great part of this ſyſtem, in- 
ſtances have occurred of proceedings at ſome of the diviſions of 
the Correſponding Society, relative to procuring arms, _ 
your Committee have been enabled to aſcertain. As early a 
November r793, at a meeting of a diviſion of the ſociety, held 
at a place named to the Committee, a violent ſpeech was made 
by a member of the ſociety, recommending that arms ſhould 
be procured, and mentioning that they were provided with 
arms and pikes at Sheffield; and another member ſaid it would 
be good to provide pikes at fixpence each: afterwards, in the 
month of February laſt, at a meeting of one of the diviſions 
of the Correſponding Society named to the Committee, and 
at a place aſcertained to them, it was propoſed to iſſue new 
books, with the names. and places of abode of the ſeveral mem- 
bers, and that the names of thoſe who lived in the ſame neigh- 
bourhood ſhould be placed together, that they might eaſily be 
aſſembled upon any emergency, in caſe government ſhould at- 
tempt to diſperſe their meetings; and a reſolution for this pur- 
poſe was paſſed ſoon after at a ſubſequent mecting. 


At the ſame meeting a member of another diviſion attended, 
and ſtated to the chairman, that he came to make a report from 
his diviſion, —He ſtated a rumour that the Habeas Corpus Act 
would be ſoon ſuſpended. —T his intelligence he was deputed to 
give, that the Society at large might be prepared for the event : 
upon this a ſpeech was made by a perſon, who was a member 
of the committee mentioned in the former Report, in which 
he recommended to each member to provide himſelf with arms 
and ammunition, in order to defend himſelf againſt any perſons 
who might attack him, whether they ſhould be of this country, 
Pruſſians, Heſſians, or Hanoverians. And in the beginning 
of April laſt, at the ſame diviſion, it appears that a report was 
made from the general committee, that an anſwer had been 
received from the Society for Conſtitutional Information, ex- 
preſſive of their defire to co-operate with them in obtaining 
their great end; and deſiring a deputation might be ſent to 
conſult and deliberate with them. In conſequence a certain 


number of the committee were appointed : and on this occaſion 
one 


6) 
one of the members recommended to the citizens not to ſit 
tamely ſilent and inactive, but to rouſe themſelves, and, not 
only with words, but arms, aſſert their rights he ſaid, they 
were on the eve of a general meeting, and they ſhould go with 
their minds prepared to adopt a ſyſtem which might be reduced 
to ſpeedy practice, and reſcue their fellow citizens (meaning the 
Scotch delegates) from their degrading ſituation. It alſo ap- 
pears to your Committee, that a plan was in contemplation to 
ſubdivide each diviſion into tythings, and to appoint tything 
men to each, for the purpoſe © of rendering themſelves uſeful 
c jn caſe of emergency; which was explained to mean, that 
in caſe the ſociety ſhould be interrupted by peace officers, or a 
preſs gang, they ſhould reſiſt any ſuch interruption, As another 
inſtance of the meaſures taken to inſtigate the people to arm, 
an account was given of a hand bill produced at one of the 
meetings, which was to the following effect: 


« The ins tell us we are in danger of invaſion from the 
cc French. 9, 

«« The outs tell us that we are in danger from the Heſ- 
c ſians and Hanoverians, | 

„In either caſe we ſhould arm ourſclves.—Get arms, 
« and learn how to uſe them.“ 


Several copies of this hand bill were proved to have been 
publicly produced at a mecting of one of the diviſions, by a 
perſon who ſaid he had printed them for the purpoſe of diltri- 
buting as many as poſſible. | | 


In the progreſs of the inquiry, information was received 
from a witneſs, whoſe accuracy has ſince been confirmed in a 
variety of ſtriking inſtances, that a perſon named in the in- 
formation, an active promoter of theſe meafures, and a dele- 
gate of one of the diviſions, had ſhewn the witneſs a pike in 
his poſſeſſion, of which a minute deſcription was given. The 
witneſs ſtated this perſon to have given an account of the uſe 
to which theſe. pikes might be applied ; that it was ſuppoſed 
no regiment of horſc could fland againſt them; that ſuch pikes 
were manufacturing at Sheffield; and that he had received from 
the Secretary of the Correſponding Society the direction of the 
perſon from whom he might procure them; that the price was 
to be one ſhilling a- piece, and if they colt more, the overplus 
would be paid by a perſon at Sheffield, who would be indemni— 
hed by tlie ſociety. The witneſs alſo ſtated the ſame perſon to 
have given an account of a meeting intended to he held at a 
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Public eue (which was named) on a day ſpecified, for the 


purpoſe of fixing the number of pikes to be ſent for. The 
perſon ſtated to have held this converſation, and another perſon 
ſaid to have been preſent at it (who was alſo one of the moſt 
active members of the London Correſponding Society) were 


ſoon after apprehended, and a pike exactly anſwering to the 


deſcription given by the witneſs was found upon each of them. 
In the fubſequent inveſtigation of the buſineſs, your Com- 


mittee have received ſtrong confirmation of the principal cir- 


cumſtances of the converſation ſtated by the witneſs, reſpect- 
ing the uſe to which the pikes might be applied, the direction 
given by the Secretary of the Correſponding Society in order 
to procure them from Sheffield, the price to be paid for them, 
and the intended meeting for the purpoſe of fixing the num- 
ber to be ſent for, and of depoſiting one ſhilling a-piece for the 
purchaſe. One of the perſons ſo apprehended, in explaining 
the uſe ta be made of the pikes from Sheffield, ſaid, the per- 
ſuaſion was, and he himſelf believed, the Government were 
conſpiring againſt the people, and therefore ſhould be refiſted. 
Another witneſs has ſince ſtated, that he had underſtood from 
one of the perfons apprehended, that his pike was to be uſed 
(in caſe the people were to riſe} for the particular purpoſe of 
keeping off the cavalry, | 


Your Committee, in the courfe of this examination, ob- 
ſerved, that an account was given of ſome ſuppoſed meeting 
of military diviſions, connected with the Correſponding So- 


ciety, for the purpoſe of learning their exerciſe with muſ— 
quets; and it was (tated, that with a view to inſtructing them, 


there had been printed and ſold a copper-plate engraving of 
the manual exerciſe, accompanied with a book of directions 
on the ſubject. This engraving was afterwards produced, and 


it was proved to have been beſpoke by one perſon, and en- 


graved by another, whoſe names were mentioned, both of 
whom were members of the London Correſponding Society, 
and one of them a fecretary to one of the diviſions, and to 
have been fold by another member of the Society to ſeveral 
members at a meeting of one of the diviſions. A more par- 
ticular account was afterwards given of a body formed for the 
purpoſe of exerciſing with fire-arms, which had taken the 
name of The Loyal Lambeth Aſſociation, but which had held 
no communication with Government, nor received any au- 
thority for that purpoſe. It appears, that although this armed 
Society bore the name of The Loyal Lambeth Aſſociation, 
none of the membeis belonging to it were of the pariſh of 

Lambeth, 
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Lambeth, excepting the original propoſer of the Aſſociation, 
who was a member of the London Correſponding Society. 
The admiſſion of perſons who were afterwards members of 
the Aſſociation was objected to at firſt, becauſe they did not 
belong to the London Correſponding Society; but on promiſe 
that they would become members of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, they were admitted into this armed Aſſociation. 
A gun engraver, who is alſo a member of the London Corre- 
ſponding. Society, and who furniſhed this Aſſociation with 
muſquets, was firſt introduced to the perſon who ſet on foot 
the Aſſociation, by the ſecretary of the Correſponding Society. 
This Aſſociation was regularly trained and exerciſed in the 
uſe of fire-arms twice a week. It has been given in evidence, 
that this Aſſociation removed from the houſe of a tradeſman in 
the Borough, where they uſed to exerciſe, becauſe they made 
ſo much noiſe with the arms, that the workmen muſt know 


what they were about, the tradeſman having different work- 


men, who might not be all of the ſame principle. Upon 
this ſuz, geſtion, a committee was appointed to chooſe proper 
places for exerciſe, where the Aſſociation might not be liable 


to be interrupted by the officers of police; and two places 


named to your Committee were appointed accordingly, to 
which the Aſſociation adjourned in two ſeparate diviſions. At 
one of theſe places they exerciſed in a room on the ſecond 


floor, and with the window curtains drawn, and on ſome oc- 


caſions, at another place, by candle light, from eight to ten 


o'clock at night, with the ſhutters barred up. At the place 
where the Lambeth Aſſociation met, there was a. printed 


ticket of admiſſion with the following inſcription engraved on 
it, © Liberty to theſe who dare defend it.” The object of all 
the perſons who attended the Aſſociation (as was collected 
from their converſation) was univerſal ſuffrage and annual 
election. If they could not obtain a reform in Parliament in 
any other way, they meant to have recourſe to arms. The 
Committee have traced eighteen ſtand of arms actually pur- 
chaſed by this Aſſociation. This number, purchaſed by per- 
ſons apparently in very indigent circumſtances, is a ſufficient 


proof of their earneſtneſs in the deſign in which they had en- 


gaged. But it further appears, that the ſame perſon who ſup- 
plied this number had engaged to furniſh arms, as the num- 
bers who deſired to have them increaſed ; and that fixty muſ- 
ym had been mentioned as likely to be wanted for this Aſ- 


ſociation.— It alſo appears to your Committee, that other in- 


ſtitutions of the ſame nature exiſted, and that ſubſcriptions 


had been opened for the purpoſe of providing muſquets. In 
addition, 


/ . 
3 
addition to the means already enumerated for gradually pro- 
viding pikes and muſquets, it has appeared in evidence, that 
one of the ſchemes in agitation was to ſeize the arms in the 
ſhops of the gunſmiths in London, and to diſtridute the arms, 
ſo ſeized, among the members of the London Correſponding 
Society. | | 


Theſe proceedings in London, ſufficiently important in 
themſelves, become ſtill more deſerving of ſerious conſidera- 
tion, when combined with meaſures of a ſimilar deſcription 


taken at Sheffield, and in ſeveral parts of Scotland, and which 
not only coincide in point of time, but bear the ſtrongeſt 


marks of deliberate concert and connection with the attempts 
in London, to which your Committee have already directed 
the attention of the Houſe, Your Committee have already 
inſerted in this Report a letter from a perſon at Sheffield, 
found in the poſſeſſion of the Secretary of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, and incloſing a direction to another perſon 
at Sheffield, who was to forward to the maker of the pikes all 
ſuch orders as he might receive from London for that purpoſe. 


It has appeared, from the concurrent teſtimony of ſeveral 
perſons examined before the Privy Council, that this direction 
was actually given by the Secretary of the Correſponding So- 
ciety to one of its members; that many perſons were deſirous 
of procuring pikes; and that ſubſcriptions had been already 
entered into with the view of procuring them from Sheffield. 
One of the other perſons apprehended at Sheffield, Who had 
been Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society there, and upon 
whom a pike was found, acknowledged that he had ſeen the 
letter to the Secretary of the Correſponding Society in Lon- 
don, containing the incloſure for Norwich; and that the writer 
told him, he had incloſed the letter for Norwich in the other 
for fear of ſuſpicion: The ſame. perſon alſo ſaid, he could 
not doubt in the leaſt that the pikes were to be furniſhed in 


London, according to the contents of the letter which had 
been explained to. him at Shefteld. It appears, that ſome 


time in March laſt, a perſon calling himſelf Yorke, a member 
of the Conſtitutional Society at London, and who was choſen 
by them as one of their delegates to the Convention at Edin- 
burgh, recommended it to the people of Sheffield to take 
arms, repreſenting it as a matter of right, founded: on the 


Bill of Rights, and obſerving that the oppoſite party was 


arming, and therefore that the other party ſhould be armed 
allo ; that Yorke uſed theſe recommendations both in private 
58 * | | h and 
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and public; told them in converſation, juſt after the meeting 


at Sheffield, where he had been chairman, that pikes were 
uſed in France ; and recommended to the people to get arms, 
according to an advertiſement publiſhed at Sheffield, ſaying 
that it was legal and conſtitutional ; and that they ought to 


get pikes as in France. This meaſure cf arming was ap- 


proved of by the greater part of the Society at Sheffield, which 
appears from information before your Committee to be very 
numerous, and to haye been ſubdivided into forty-five or fifty 
ſmall bodies, or different clubs. In conſequence of theſe re- 
commendations, pikes were made at Sheffield under Yorke's 
orders, and the form and ſize were regulated by his particular 
diretion—Your Committee think it of importance to call the 
attention of the Houſe to this circumſtance, as they ſhall have 
occaſion to advert more particularly, in a ſubſequent part of 
this Report, to the principles and views publicly avowed by 
Yorke at a meeting held at Sheffield on the 7th of April laſt, 
Four perſons are ftated to have been employed in the manu- 
facture of theſe pikes, and one of theſe perſons to have worked 
at them for ſome weeks paſt ; and it appears that ſeveral have 
been already made and ſold to different perſons, at the price 
of 20d. a-piece: the pike taken upon one of the perſons ap- 
prehended at Sheffield anſwers preciſely to the deſcription 
given in the letter before inferted. In addition to this ac- 
count of the meaſures taken for providing pikes, it muſt be 
obſerved, that the three perſons apprehended at Sheffield con- 
cur in declaring, that they had ſeen there a pattern of an in- 


ftrument which has, on different occaſions, been uſed in mi- 


litary operations for impeding the approach of cavalry, and 
waich was ſtated by the witneſſes to be intended to be laid in 
the road at night for that purpoſe—One of them ſaid, that 
he had no doubt that this inſtrument was formed with the 
ſame intention as the pikes, to defend the meeting at Shef- 
field againſt the military. It was alſo ſtated, that about the 
time when theſe arms were prepared, they had reſolved at 
Sheffield, (as will appear more particularly in the ſequel of the 
Report) that no further petition ſhould be made to Parliament 


on the ſubject of reform, although they intended to go on in- 
their demands; and one of the perſons examined ſaid, If any 
meetings were to be held at Sheffield for the purpoſe of ob- 


taining univerſal ſuffrage, and any attempt made to diſturb 


ſuch meeting, he thought the people would be juſtified in re- 


ſiſtance. 


C While 
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While your Committee were e employed in inveſtigating the 
origin and progreſs of the plan for arming the people in Lon- 
don and at Sheffield, they received intelligence of the exiſtence 
of ſimilar deſigns in Scotland, which appear to have been in a 
much greater degree of forwardneſs, and to have been con- 


ducted with ſuch ſecrecy, that they might have produced the 
molt ſerious conſequences, if accident had not led to a timely 


diſcovery of their nature and extent before they had been car- 
xied into execution. This intelligence was communicated to 
your Committee in ſeveral letters from Mr. Secretary Dundas, 
which contain fo full a narrative of the circumſtances leading 
to the diſcovery of this deſign, of the ſcope and nature of the 
deſign itſelf, of the principles with which it was connected, 

and of the means by which it was to have been accompliſhed, 
that your Committee have thought they could not lay this im- 
portant matter before the Houſe in a more ſatisfactory manner 
than by inſerting the letters at large in this place—lIt is how- 


ever to be obſerved, that beſides what relates immediately to 


this particular head, theſe letters contain matters applying to 
other important branches of the ſubject of this Report; and 
to which it will be neceſſary hereafter to refer; and that many 
of the important circumſtances detailed in Mr, Dundas's let- 
ters have been alfo nn to your Committee through 
other channels. 


« Whitehall, 19th May, 1794. 
« SIR, 

c J have received this morning, from the Sheriff De- 
« pute of the County of Edinburgh, authentic informa- 
« tion of an accidental diſcovery made on the 15th and 
« 16th ult. the general report of which I feel it proper 
* to ſtate to you, as it ſeems materially connected with 
« the inquiry in which the Secret Committee of the 
« Houſe of Commons is now engaged. 

« The creditors of a bankrupt having received in- 
& formation that part of his goods had been embezzled, 
c and were ſecreted in the honſe of an individual, the 
ce uſual warrant was iſſued, authorizing a ſearch to be 
e made in the ſufpected place; and in carrying it into 
«© execution, on the afternoon of the th, the officers 
« diſcovered in a private place, where they appear to 
4 have been concealed, twelve pike or ſpear heads. The 
«« proprietor of the houſe, who happened to be from 


c home at the time, was ſoon thereafter taken into cuſ- 
1 | % tody, 


* ) 


f tody, and on being carried before the proper magiſ- 


<c 
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* 


trate for examination, refuſed to give any account of 
theſe weapons, to whom they belonged, or for what 
purpoſes they were intended. On a more narrow 


{earch there was likewiſe diſcovered, in a private and. 


concealed part of the houſe, two other pike or ſpear 
heads, ſimilar to the others, two battle-axes, and a ſhaft 
or pole, with a-ſcrew on the end, fitted for receiving 
either the ſpear head or battle-axe. 


«© Immediate inquiry being made after the perſons with 


cc 
.cc 
0 


* 


c 


Fi 


A 


c 


* 


cc 


«c 
cc 
0 


cc 
cc 
4 


* 


«cx 
4 


* 


«c 


«c 
ce 
ac 


«c 
66 
11 
4 
cc 
«c 


cc 
cc 


cc 
46 


whom this individual had lately been ſeen in company, 
and two blackſmiths being mentioned among them, 
their houſes and ſhops were immediately ſearched; one 
of the two was alſo taken into cuſtody; the other 
eſcaped and abſconded.— In the ſhop of the firſt of 
theſe men were found four pike or ſpear heads, finiſh- 
ed, fitted with ſcrews and ſockets, and ready to be 
fixed on ſhafts; eight battle-axes, alſo fitted and finiſh- 
ed; and twenty blades more not quite finiſhed, but 
nearly ſo, 

«« In the ſhop and dwelling houſe of the other, who 
had abſconded, no ſuch weapons were found ; but the 
apprentices, on being examined before a magiſtrate, 
acknowledged that the pike or ſpear heads firſt diſco- 
vered had been privately manufactured in their maſ- 
ter's ſhop during the courſe of this fortnight paſt, and 
carried privately to his houſe as ſoon as completed. 

* The battle-axes and blades appear alſo to have been 
manufactured within this fortnight paſt ; and were in- 
tended, as the maker of them ſaid, for the purpoſe of 
arming the people, ſhould an invaſion take place. 
But it appears, that to his apprentices, whom he had 
employed in aſſiſting him to make them, he pretended 
they were meant for a gate; an account obviouſly 
falſe, as he could not point out any gate for which 
theſe weapons were intended, nor name any perſon 
who had ordered him to frame a gate of ſo particular 
a conſtruction. 


«© Theſe circumſtances have induced the magiſtrates 


to commit all the perſons concerned for examination; 
and the reſult of the inquiries which are at preſent 
carrying forward, I expect will be regularly commu- 
nicated to me—It is proper alſo to inform you, that 
all the perſons chiefly concerned appear to have been 


members of the Britiſh Convention which met at Edin- 
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burgh laſt winter; and ſince the diſperſion of it have 
continued the moſt active and leading perſons in the 
ſocieties whoſe delegates compoſed the principal part 
of that meeting, who appear at prefent taking mea- 
ſures for calling another Convention of the ſame na- 
ture, which they expected is to take place ſoon in Eng- 
land ; and ſome of whom have acknowledged that the 
propriety of the individuals compoſing theſe ſocieties 
arming themſelves with ſpears and pikes, has, within 
theſe few weeks paſt, been the ſubject of converſation 
amonglt them, and ſteps taken for carrying that pur- 
pole into execution with caution and ſecrecy. 


„The ſilence of one of the perſons, the inconſiſtent 


and contradictory account of the other, and the flight 
of the third, throw a very ſtrong ſuſpicion on the pur- 
poſes and intentions of the parties concerned in this 
tranſaction. The ſheriff is, in the courſe of his duty, 
proceeding to inveſtigate the matter more accurately: 
but I conſider it neceſſary and proper to communicate 
through you to the Committee information ſo intimate- 
ly connected with the object of its inquiries, however 
imperfect that information ſtill is, but which I have 
no doubt will ſoon be completed. | 
cc I am, 
e SIR, 
& Your molt obedient 
4“ humble ſervant, 


«© HENRY DUNDAS.” 


% Right Honble, Mr. Pitt.“ 


4e SIR, f & Whitehall, 23d May 1794. 
© have received this morning farther accounts from 
the ſheriff depute of Edinburgh, of the tranſaQions 
ſtated in my laſt letter; and the reſult of the inquiries 
fince made by that magiſtrate, and which are ſtill go- 
ing forward, appear to me of ſuch a nature as to deſerve _ 
the particular attention of the Secret Committee. 

« One of the individuals mentioned in my former let- 
ter has ſince made a diſcloſure, and a perſon ſince 
taken into cuſtody, and who appears to have been pri- 
vy to the whole tranſaction, has confeſſed, that theſe 
weapons were the firſt of a very large number and quan- 
tity, actually ordered to be made, and intended to be 
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privately diſperſed among the members of the various 
ſocieties throughout Scotland, ſtiling themſelves the 
Friends of the People, and who appear to be at preſent 
employed in taking meaſures for calling together an- 
other Britiſh Convention of Delegates to be held in 
England. an order has been given from one town 


alond in Scotland, for a large quantity of weapons of 


the nature deſcribed; no leſs a number than 4,000 
has been mentioned, and more are intended to be diſ- 
tributed in Edinburgh. Emiſſaries appear alſo to have 
been diſpaiched, within this fortnight or three weeks 
paſt, to the manufacturing towns in the weſt of Scot- 
land, for the purpoſe of ſounding the inclinations of 
ſuch of the inhabitants there who are known to be 
members of theſe Societies; and there is reaſon to 
believe, from information received from various diffe- 
rent quarters, that theſe perſons have by no means been 
unſucceſsful, | | 

« Paiſley is in particular alluded to as being in a ſtate 
of great readineſs ; and there has been poſitive infor- 
mation received through other channels, that within 
theſe three weeks perſons of that deſcription have aſ- 
ſembled themſelves to a very conſiderable number in 
the night-time, for the purpoſe of practiſing the uſe of 
arms, The particulars of this information, and the 
extent to which theſe meetings have proceeded, are at 
preſent matter of inquiry with the proper magiſtrates 
of the place ; but the refult has not yet been received, 


The formation of this plan is now traced home to 


certain perſons, ſome of whom are in cuſtody, who ap- 
pear to be entruſted by theſe Societies in Scotland with 
the moſt unlimited powers in. directing their future 
proceedings—carrying on their correſpondence—and 
who act as a Committee of Secrecy, conſiſting of a 
certain number of perſons, the principal and moſt 
active members of the Britiſh Convention. The 
chooſing of delegates to the expected Convention in 
England, the place of whoſe meeting is not yet di- 
vulged, and the railing of contributiens among the 
various Societies throughout Scotland for defraying 
the charges of ſuch delegates, appear to be the material 
part of their preſent employment, and in which it 
would ſeem they have made ſome progreſs. And it 
is the ſame Committee who have, for ſome weeks 

| « paſt, 
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paſt, been conſulting and taking meaſures for arming 
themſelves and the members of the various Clubs with 
pikes and battle-axes, and who have employed the per- 
ſons above-mentioned in manufacturing them. 'The 
ſcheme appears to have been firſt propoſed and agreed 
upon about a month ago; to have been ſince carried 
on with the utmoſt ſecrecy and caution ; and the wea- 
pons, fo far as has yet been diſcovered, manufactured 
by ſuch perſons, in ſuch ſmall quantities, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, and under ſuch pretences, as not to render 
the progreſs of the work probably liable to ſuſpicion 
or detection; and it was brought to light by the very 
accidental and ſingular incident which I mentioned in 
my former letter. 

I have the ſatisfaction of obſerving, that the Magiſ- 
trates and Officers of the law in Scotland have been, 
and ſtill continue, active in the ſearches and inquiries 
making at the different ſuſpected places within their 


reſpective juriſdictions. -In Perth and Dundee nothing 


has been diſcovered which can lead me to believe that 
meaſures have been taken in either of theſe places for 
making arms, the manufacture of which ſeems to have 
been confined to Edinburgh, and intended to have been 
gradually diſperſed from thence to ſuch places as re- 
quired them. No ſuch weapons have been diſcovered 
at Paifley or in its neighbourhood, though the intention 
of arming, and holding regular nightly Is are 
perfectly aſcertained. 
« Information has alſo been communicated, of the 
authenticity of which there 1s no great room to doubt, 
that a conſpiracy has been forined, as ſoon as a pro- 
per number of theſe weapons were diſtributed among 
the Friends of the People at Edinburgh, to ſeize in 
the night rhe perſons of the principal magiſtrates and 
officers of the law; the banks, the public offices, 
guards, and priſon ; and after inticing the ſoldiery 
from the caſtle, by kindling a fire in the middle of the 
city, to intercept them on their return, by means of 
different armed parties to be properly ſtationed for that 
purpoſe. 
It appears likewiſe, from indiſputable facts, that the 
moſt. ſecret and artful means have been and are {till 
uſing with the fencible regiments in Scotland to excite 
them to diſobedience and mutiny.— The printed pa- 
| per 
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per which J herewith tranſmit has been induſtriouſſy 


circulated for that purpoſe. 
%] have the honcur to be, 
« SIR, 
« Your moſt obedient 
«© humble ſervant, 


« HENRY DUNDAS.” - 


& Right Honble. Mr. Pitt,” 


ec SIR, c Whitehall, 24th May 1794. 
« T have received no further accounts of the reſult of 
the inquiries going on in Edinburgh; but I am ſorry 
to {tate that I have received information from the ſhe- 
iff of the county of Renfrew, confirmed by letters 


. received from other reſpectable perſons in Paiſley, that 


the magiſtrates of that place having, in the courſe of 
their inquiries, committed on the afternoon of the 19th 
a man to cuſtody for further examination, a conſider- 
able number of perſons (ſeveral hundreds) aſſembled in 
the evening, and after chooſing a preſident, whom 
they addreſſed by the title of Citizen Preſident, voted a 
number of reſolutions to the following purpoſe—Thar 
a National Convention ſhould be immediately called, to 
which they would ſend delegates That they ſhould not 


petition Parliament, as it was to themſelves alone, and 


to ſuch Convention, they could look for redreſs. 
They then proceeded to conſider the conduct of the 
ſheriff and magiſtrates in committing their brother ci- 
tizen, as he was termed; and, after much diſcuſſion 
as to the propriety of immediately releaſing him by 
force, the majority ſeemed inclined to take mild mea- 
ſures firſt, and to ſend a deputation to aſk his releaſe. 
But the magiſtrates having received information of 
what was intended, and diſmiſſed the man from cuſ- 
tody, the mob diſperſed with three cheers, having been 
previouſly inſtructed by their preſident to abſtain from 
further tumult, and to obſerve a peaceable and orderly 
conduct. | 

« The authority of the civil magiſtrate is in the mean 
time entirely ſuperſeded; and until a proper force is 
ſent to protect them in the future execution of their du- 
ty, which has been anxioufly required by the ſheriff 
and magiſtrates, they dare not proceed in the common 
courſe of legal and judicial inquiry againſt any of the 


perſons 
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perfons who are ſuſpected of being concerned in theſe 


— and tumultuary proceedings. But it cannot 
eſcape the obſervations of the Committee, how 4c- 
curately this intelligence correſponds with and con- 
firms the information yeſterday communicated, as to 
the ſlate of the minds of theſe people in that neigh- 
bourhood ; the alarm which their leaders feel. as to. 
the reſult of the legal inquiries at prefent depend- 
ing; and the regular ſyſtematic connexion between 
them and the leaders at Edinburgh, as diſcovered 
from the yet unfiniſhed and haſty examinations taken 
In that city. | 
& ] have the honour to "OR 
SG 
& Your maſt obedient humble ſervant, 


« HENRY DUNDAS. 


ce Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.” 


« SIR, c Whitehall, 25th May, 1794. 
& J have this morning received farther information 
from Scotland, which appears to me proper to be com- 
municated to the Committee. 

«© The perſons in whoſe cuſtody the weapons, for- 
merly deſcribed, were found, appear to have acted 
for ſome time paſt under the name of a Committee of 
Ways and Means appointed by the Britiſh Conven- 
tion, and to have been empowered b the Various 
Societies throughout Scotland to direct All their 
future proceedings, —By means of emiſſaries privately 
diſpatched to different parts of the country, this 
Committee has ſignified to, and prepared a number 
of the Societies for, the approaching Convention in 
England, many of whom have choſen, and all, as far 


as it is yet known, agreed to chooſe delegates to at- 
tend it, and ſubſcribe for their expences. The time 
and place of meeting was not divulged, and were to 


be communicated from Edinburgh in proper time, 
by individuals to be ſent from thenee for that pur- 
poſe, whoſe arrival was daily looked for by ſeveral 
of the different Societies. One of the Members of 
the late Convention at Edinburgh appears within 
this fortnight paſt to have been diſpatched, and to 


have actually performed an extenſive tour through 
the weſt part of Scotland, to have viſited in his pro- 


60 greſs 


6 


—B EO 8. s ww, = S 


k ad 


cc 
ce 
c 
cc 
ee 
cc 
cc 
* 
ic 


9 
cc 


Tc 
cc 


-_ 


cc 


«cc 
x c 


cc 
rc 


4c 
cc 
te 
cc 


cc 


(e 
te 


} 


cc 
te 
oc 


ec 


40 


cc 
60 


1 


greſs the towns of Queensferry, Falkirk, Stirling, 
St. Ninians, Kelſyth, Kirkintulloch, Campſie, Glaſ- 
gow, and Pailley ; in all of which places he appears 
to have met with the principal perſons concerned in 
theſe Societies; to have left with them, and the 
members of the Societies, copies of a circular letter 
from the committee of Edinburgh, and inſtructed 
them in what manner they were in future to carry 
on their correſpondence; and to have ſuggelted to 
them the propriety of furniſhing themſelves with 
arms, for the purpoſe of defence, under the pretence 
of defending themſelves againſt foreign troops. An 
attempt has been made to diſtribute ſome of the weapons 
lately diſcovered at Edinburgh, by the means of per- 
ſons privately diſpatched to the country for that pur- 
poſe; and which ſeems only to have failed in its exe- 
cution from the timidity of the perſons ſolicited to 
do 0. | 


«© An individual of the ſame deſcription has been 
taken into cuſtody in the country, who appears to 
have commiſſioned, and actually received from Eng- 
land, ſome muſquets and bayonets. On being quel- 
tioned by the proper magiſtrate, he has refuſed giving 
any explanation, farther than that he commiſſioned 
them in the way of his bufineſs—But it does not ap- 
pear that he ever dealt in ſuch articles before; no 
perſon appears to have commiſlioned him to procure 
any ſuch; and there ſeems to be full evidence of his 
having ſolicited others to purchaſe what they of 
themſelves were not thinking of, or withing to pro- 
vide, | 


« He admits having correſponded with the London 
Correſponding Society on the ſubject of a Conven- 
tion, and that the Society of which he is a leader 


had agreed to ſend delegates to it, as ſoon as the time 


and place of meeting ſhould be divulged. 


«A requiſition has been made by the magiſtrates and 


cc 
cc 
(0 
«c 


principal inhabitants of Paiſley, for a military force 
to protect them in the execution of their duty, and 
in their perſons and properties; which has been duly 


attended to.—lIt is with much ſatisfaction I inform 
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Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.“ 


„„ 
« you, that the 1 of eſtate and character in 
de the county of Renfrew have voluntarily ſteppeil for- 
c ward, and determined to fupport the authority of the 
civil magiſtrate. ' 1 

6 I have the the honour to be, 

&« SIR, ; 

Four moſt obedjent 
6 Humble ſervant, 


« HENRY DUNDAS, 


* 


c SIR, 

« The information J have received this morning from 

e Edinburgh, enables me to ſtate to the Committee, that 

ce the tranſactions communicated in my former letters 

& are farther cleared up by the rmquiries which have 
*« ſince taken place in that city. 


Some of the perſons who abſeonded on the firſt 
& diſcovery of the arms concealed in certain houſes 
% have been diſcovered and apprehended; and the re- 
« ſult of theſe farther inquiries confirms, in almoſt 
% every particular, the account received from other 


hd Whitehall, 24 Jane, 1794. | 


e quarters, and the import of which I have already 


ce laid before the Committee. The eſtablſhment, of a 
« Secret Committee at Edinburgh, inveſted with full 


© powers to direct the future operations of the Societies 


«& throughout Scotland; the regular correſpondence 
„ privately carried on dy means of emiſſaries diſpatched 
„to the different towns; the aſcertaining the exact 
© number of perſons in theſe Societies, who were di- 
* rected to provide themſelves with arms, and to, hold 
© themſelves in readineſs for any meaſure which the 
Secret Committee might in due time communicate, 
c“ are confirmed by every account and information 


„ which the magiſtrates have received. And an indi- 


& vidual who has been lately taken into cuſtody has 
confirmed the account received from ax different quar- 
„ ter, of the dangerous deſign planned by the Edin- 
«© burgh Committee, of effecting a general infurrection 
as ſoon as they were ready and prepared for carrying 
it into execution, by the ſeizure of the principal 
“ magiſtrates and officers of the law at midnight, and 
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cc poſſeſſing themſelves of the priſons. and public offices, 
* as ſtated to you in my letter of the 23d May, and 
ce then communicated through a different channel from 
c that through which the preſent confirmation of theſe 
66 circumſtances has been received. The plan ſeems not 
66 only to have been diſcuſſed and deliberated on by 
« the ringleaders at Edinburgh, but to have proceeded 
0 a certain degree in its ſteps towards actual execution, 
«« which appear to have been conducted with the ut- 
£* moſt caution; and there is reaſon to believe, that 
*© the execution of the plan was not to be confined to 
£ Edinburgh, but was meant to take place in ſome of 

be the moſt conſiderable. towns in Scotland on a cer- 
« tain day, and at one and the ſame time. The pro- 
* per and uſual ſteps have been taken for bringing the 

e offenders to trial; and thoſe againſt whom the infor- 
#* mation chiefly points are detained in cuſtgdy, 


60 J have the honour to be, 
« SIR, | 
F Your moſt anden humble ſervant, 
fs HENRY DUNDAS, 
46 Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.“ 


From what has been ſtated it appears, that the Gefen of 


arming, as far as it has yet proceeded, has been conducted 


with great ſecrecy and caution, and, at the ſame time, with' 
a remarkable degree of uniformity and concert” in parts of 
the kingdom remote from each other. The weapons prin- 
cipally proyided ſeem to have been peculiarly calculated for 
the purpoſes of ſudden violence, and to have been choſen in 
conformity to the example of what has recently paſſed in 

rance. The actual progreſs made in the execution of the 
deſign, during the ſhort period of a few weeks, ſufficiently 
ſhews what might have been expected, if the ſocieties had 
proceeded, without interruption, in increaſing the number 
of their FR and the — ſor providing arms, 


YOUR COMMITTEE will next proceed ta lay before 
the Houſe an account of various remarkable circumſtances 
which haye appeared in the courſe of this inveſtigation, and 
which furniſh ſtriking inſtances, either of the general prin- 
ciples on which the chief promoters of this plan have acted, 


or of ſpecific meaſures which they had in contemplation, and 
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* which, from their nature and importance, deſerve to be parti- 
cularly noticed, SEE 


The general diſpoſition of the perſons engaged in theſe 
meaſures, to applaud and promote the new political prin- 
ciples adopted in France, has been ſtated in the former re- 
port, and will be more detailed in the ſequel : but it ſeems 
proper to your Committee here to mention, ſome of the let- 
ters of two of the moſt active members of the Correſponding 
Society, which ſhew their adherence to the cauſe of France 
in the preſent war; their conviction of the connexion be- 
tween that cauſe and their own objects; and their views even 
of availing themſelves, if poſſible, of the aſſiſtance of the 
French arms in carrying their deſigns into execution. 


In a letter from Hardy to the United Societies at Norwich, 
dated the 17th October. 1793, which is inſerted in the Ap- 
pendix, there is this remarkable paſlage*—* The rejoicings 
«© for the capture of Valenciennes were not confined to 
« Norwich alone. The ignorant every where elſe through- 
c out the nation hetrayed their imbecility on the occaſion ; 
« but the taking of a town, the ſlaughtering of thouſands of 
„% human beings; the laying waſte whole provinces, or the 
c enflaving a nation (However great evils they may be) can 
& qnly, for a ſmall ſpace of time, retard the progreſs of 
ce truth and reaſon : Be not diſbcartened therefare, puriue your 
« plan, inſtruct mankind, and conſtitutionally ſet your faces 


„ againſt exiſting abuſes: Be aſſured that many are our 


ce friends, who only wait a favourable opportunity openly to 
“ join us, while our enemies have much enfeebled them- 
„ ſelves and their cauſe by arbitrary exertions: Deſpotiſm 
« is at its laſt gaſp; one or two campaigns more will ter- 
& minate its exiſtence.” And in a ſubſequent letter from 


Margarot to the United Societies at Norwich, dated in 


March laſt, the ſentiments expreſſed are ſtill more ſtriking : 
« This morning ten ſhips of war have left Spithead for the 
& channel, and it is reported that the Breſt fleet is out. 
« Rumour, always magnifying things, ſays, there are 
« ſeventy ſail of the French at ſea, if /o, there muſt be a num- 


e ber of tranſports among them, and a DESCENT MAY 


« PROBABLY BE THE CONSEQUENCE. For God's 


„ ſake, my worthy friends, do not relax in the cauſe of freedom = 


&« Continue as you have begun ;—conſolidate your own Societies; — 


* Appendix B, (No, 1.) T Appendix B. (No. 3.) 
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t. unite with others ;—perſevere, and make no doubt but ſcones 
« or later your endeavours will be crowned with ſucceſs.” At 


the time of writing this laſt letter, Margarot was no longer. 


in a ſituation to take a part in the proceedings of the Society, 
being then on board the veſſel in which he was to be tranſ- 


ported. But it appears to your Committee, that theſe ex- 


preſſions from him are of no ſmall importance, conſidering 
the ſhare which he appears, by much concurrent evidence, 
to have had, previous to his conviction, in directing the 
meaſures which were adopted ; the uniform approbation and 
attachment which thoſe Societies have ſhewn him ſince that 
date; and above all, that theſe very ſentiments are ad- 
dreſſed to the United Societies at Norwich, and that the 


mention of an expected deſcent from France is immediately ' 


followed by an exhortation to them to proceed, with freſh 
vigour, in the purſuit of their deſigns in this count. 


The ſame ſpirit appears in a letter from the Secretary of 


the Correſponding Society in the month of January, 1794 :* 


« Now is the time for us to do ſomething worthy of men; the 
te brave defenders of liberty ſouth of the Engliſh channel are 
<< performing wonders, driving their enemies before them like chaff 
* before the whirhwind,” © 1 5 


” 


_ Your Committee place leſs reliance on accounts of words 
uſed in converſation, than on evidence reſulting from writ- 
ten documents; but they, nevertheleſs, think it proper to 
mention, that it has been diſtinctly ſtated in evidence, that, 
in the preſence of two or three principal members of the 
Correſponding Society, a perſon (whole name was men- 
fioned) uſed the expreſſion, ſpeaking of the French, that a 
victory of theirs in Flanders was as uſeful to the caule as 
a victory in St. George's Fields; and the ſame perſon ap- 
pears to have held a converſation with theſe members of the 
Society, relative to the advantage which would be derived if 
the French conld land 5,000 men in this country, to join 


thoſe who ſhould riſe here. 


Another leading circumſtance has appeared to your Com- 
mittee, which, however ineffectual it has naturally proved, 
furniſhes a ſtrong collateral proof of the extent of the views 
entertained, and that no means, however criminal, were 
neglected for promoting them. The eircumſtance referred 


Appendix P. (No. 2.) 
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to, is a deſign, which has been the frequent ſubject of con- 
verſation among ſome members of the Correſponding So- 
ciety, of endeavouring to ſeduce the army from their duty, 
and the actual employment of emiſſaries to tamper with the 
foldiers. In conformity with theſe views it alſo has appeared 
that it was intended to prepare an addrefs to the army; an 
a paper has been diſcovered in Scotland, which has been 
already referred to, the object of which was to endeavour to 
excite diſaffection in the fencible regiments in that part of 
the kingdom, and which has actually been circulated with 
much induſtry among the ſoldiers of that deſcription. 


Various other ſchemes. of the maſt daring and criminal 
nature, are alſo ſtated, on the evidence of perſons who were 
prefent, to have been, at different times, the ſubje& of con- 
verſation among perſons, the greateſt part of whom were 
members of this Society. It even appears, that a project hag 
been particularly and repeatedly agitated among them, of 
ſtriking a ſudden blow, and beginning by ſecuring the Royal 
Family, and the Members of both Houſes of Parliament, 
with the hope (as it was expreſſed) “ that the army, being 
«© without leaders, would no longer oppaſe their attempts.” 
Particular individuals have been pointed out in theſe con- 
verſations, as objects of perſonal vengeance for their public 
conduct. Evidence has been given of diſcourſes held con- 
cerning the reſcue of the delegates of the Scotch Conven- 
tion, while on board the tranſport in the river. An attack 


on Newgate was meditated, according to a particular plan 


referrcd to, in, the converſation, with the view of releafing 
the priſoners. A fimilar converſation was held with reſpect 
to an attack on the Tower; and in the letter fram the Secre- 
tary of State, which has been inſerted in a former part of 


the Report, it appears, that there is direct evidence of a 
plan regularly concerted at Edinburgh, for ſeizing, at an 


appointed time, all the public offices in that city, the banks, 
and the principal members of the courts of juſtice; and for 
making a ſimilar attempt (in conſequence of a fecret con- 
cert among the members of the Societies in different places) 
at one and the ſame time, in ſome of the moſt conſiderable 


tons in Scotland. | 55 ot 


Your Committee do not ſtate the various circumſtances 
which have been enumerated in this part of the Report, as 
ſhewing that theſe extenſive projects, as. far as relates to 
England, were as yet regularly digeſted, or in ſufficient 

Ct | forward- 


CRF 


rene eee 


641 
forwardneſs for actual execution; but the evidence beford 
them gives them every reaſon to believe that theſe views have 
been deliberately entertained, and made the repeated ſubject of 


converſation; and they cannot but conſider them as ſtrong in- 


dications of the principles and intentions of the parties con- 
cerned, and of the nature of the meaſures which might have 


been expected if they had proceeded, without interruption, in 
increaſing their numbers, and in providing arms in the different 


modes already ſtated, | 


There remains another circumſtance, which, however, as 
far as it has yet been inveſtigated, is traced diſtinctly only to 
two individuals, both of whom were members of the Correſ- 
ponding Society, and principally concerned in ſome of their 
moſt remarkable tranſactions: whether any other members of 


the Society were or were not acquainted with it, has not ap- 


peared to your Committee. Three copies have been produced 
to your Committee (in all material parts conformable to each 


other) of a paper which purports to be a draft of reſolutions 


intended to be propoſed at the meeting which took place at 
Chalk Farm on the 14th of April, 1794. From the blank left 
for the place of meeting, it ſeems probable that it was prepared 
before that place was fixed upon: the reſolutions are different 


from thoſe which paſſed at the meeting, and there is no reaſon 


to believe that they were in fact propoſed there; but diſtinct 
evidence has been given of the hand writing being that of the 
perſon in whoſe poſſeſſion one of the copies was found, who is 
alſo proved to have ſhewn them as the reſolutions which he in- 
tended ſhould be propoſed at the meeting ; and the two'other 
copies were found among the papers of one of the moſt active 
members of the Society, who appears, previous to the meeting 
at Chalk Farm, to have been appointed, in conjunction with 
fome others, to arrange the meaſures to be adopted, and at 
whoſe ſuggeſtion (ſubſequent to that appointment) the meeting 
1s ſtated to have been poſtponed beyond the time originally pro- 
poſed, becauſe (as he is faid to have repreſented) more time was 
neceſfary to make known the ſentiments of the Society in bold 


and nervous reſolutions. Your Committee think it 'right 


to inſert here the paper itſelf, on which they will forbear to 
make any comment, * | 
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tt Ata General Meeting of the London Correſponding Sos 


& ciety, held at 


on Monday the 14th day of 


« April; 1794. | | 13 


cc 
cc 
cc 


ce Citizen — in the chair, | 
&« Reſolved, That all ſovereign, legiſlative, and ju- 
dicial powers are the rights of the people ; and though 
the people have delegated thoſe their original powers to 
others, in tr»/?, for the benefit of the community, yet 
the rights themſelves are reſerved by the people, an 
cannot be abfolutely parted with by the people to 
thoſe perfons who are employed to conduct the buſineſs 
of the ſtate, | 


4 Reſolved, That the Conſtitution of England is held 


by the King, Lords, and Commons, and other officers 
appointed by the people, in truſt, for the benefit of the 
people; and though theſe truſtees may regulate and 
improve the Conſtitution, yet they cannot alter or 
ſubvert it without committing treaſon againſt the 
6 %%% TONE 
<« Reſolved, That Magna Charta, or THE GREAT 
CHARTER OF THE LIBERTIES OF ENG: 
LAND, made in the reign of King John ; THE 
PETITION OF RIGHTS, aſſented to by Parlia- 


cc ment in the reign of King Charles the Firſt ; and the 


«cc 
cc 
«c 
«c 


«c 
cs 


ſeveral laws made at and in conſequence of the glori- 
ous Revolution in the year 1688, are declaratory of thoſe 


parts of the conſtitution of England, which are in and 


by them reſpectively declared. PET» 

«© Reſolved, That the office of KING of England was 
not inſtituted by the people merely as an office of profit 
and honour to the King, but he was ſo appointed as 
chief truſtee and guardian of the conſtitution and rights 
of the people; and that important and laborious per- 
ſonal duties are annexed to the regal office, the objects 
of which are, to promote the good of the people, and 
preſerve their rights in full vigour from innovation and 
corruption. | 4 

<« Reſolved, That it is the duty of the King to pre- 
ſerve the conſtitution of England and the rights of the 
people againſt every incroachment; and, in order to 
enforce that duty, the following oath is required to. be 
taken by every King on his acceſſion to the throne of 
Great Britain; to wit: the Archbiſhop or Biſhop ſhall 


« ſay— Will you ſolemnly promiſe and ſwear to govern 


c the 


2 — Ad 001 


„ 


_ © the people of this kingdom of England, and FR do- 


* minions thereto belonging, according to the ſtatutes in 


„ Parliament agreed on, and the laws and cuſtoms of the 
„ 


«« The King or Queen ſhall ſay, I ſolemily 
cc promiſe ſo — do.“ Archbiſhop or Biſhop.—“ Will 
«« you to your power cauſe law and juſtice in mercy to 
< be executed in all your judgements?” ANSWER. 


K I will.” 


« After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her 
& hand on the Holy Goſpels, ſhall ſay “ The things 
« which I have 1 promiſed, I will perform and 
< keep; ſo help me God;”—and then ſhall Kiſs the 
< book.” 


| © Reſolved, That his preſent Majeſty, King George 


„the Third, on his acceſſion to the throne of theſe | 


c realms, did ſolemnly take the ſaid oath.” 


* Reſolved, That the conſtitutional rights of the people | 


© have been violated, and that it is the duty of the people, 


c in the preſent alarming crifis, to aſſemble and inquire 


« jnto the innovations or infringements which have been 


c made upon the rights of the people, and how far the 


4 declarations of the conſtitution, as they were ſettled at 
ce the aforeſaid revolution, remain in force, and which of 


« them have been violated, and by whom; and alſo | 


« whether ſuch An s, infringements, and viola- 


4 tions, have been committed from the negligence or 
corruption of thoſe who have been intruſted with the 


«CY 
« government of the ſtate. 

* Reſolyed, That this Society do invite the people to 
« meet in their reſpective neighbourhoods, to elect one 
64 or more perſon or perſons as delegates, to meet in a 


«© Convention to be held on the day of 


c next, at ſuch place as ſhall be appointed by the ſecret 
« committee of this Society; and that the delegates ſo 
< elected do forthwith tranſmit to the Secretary of this 
<< Society, No. 9, Piccadilly, London, the vouchers of 


<< their ſeveral elections, in order that the place of meet- ' 


ing may be duly notified to them. 


«© Reſolved, That it is the right and bounden duty of - 


c the people to puniſh all traitors againſt the nation, and 
cc that the following words are now not a part of the oath. 
< of allegiance; to wit, “ I declare that it is not lawful, 


«<< upon * pretence whatever, to take arms — che 


« King,” * 
E Before 


— — — — — —— — 


© — — 22 — 


I ET re — woes 


—— 


— DES Sn 8 — ©.24c9/oat 
V | — 


* * 


e 


3 


' ne ck Sr cf Rn nn 
A rr 


* "ans 


— 
— — 


+ 


! 


or amuſements of thoſe on whom they were inte 


( 26 ) 

Before the Committee quit this part of the ſubject, they 
think it not immaterial to take ſome notice of the different 
means uſed to diſſeminate ſuch principles as have been - ſtated 
through the lower orders of ſociety, and to familiarize their 
minds, by every poſſible artihce, to ſuch ideas as might prepare 
them to be the inſtruments of the moſt dangerous and deſperate 
deſigns. Some of theſe means may at firſt ſight be conſidered 
as too trivial to be mentioned on an occaſion of this impor- 
tance; but they appear to your Committee in a very different 
light, when they recollect that an eſſential part of ſuch plan as 
has been in agitation, was to ſeduce and corrupt the thoughtleſs 
and uninformed, and to make uſe of the channels of commus 
nication beſt adapted to this purpoſe. The appearance of inſig- 
nificance and levity, which belongs at firſt ſight to this part of 
the ſyſtem, is, in truth, only an additional proof of the art 


and induſtry with which it has been purſued. The meaſures 


employed for this purpoſe appear to have been deliberately pre- 
pared, and every contrivance uſed to mix them (in the ſhape 
moſt likely to captivate attention) with the ordinary occupations ' 

w' to operates, 
Accordingly lectures have been delivered on political ſubjects, 


calculated from their very extravagance to catch the attention of 


the audience, and in the courſe of them every topic has been 


employed that could inflame their minds, alienate them from 
the laws and conſtitution of their country, and habituate them 


to principles of ſedition and rebellion. The moſt violent pub- 


lications to the ſame effect have been ſecretly, but generally, 
circulated in hand bills, both in the metropolis and in the re- 


mote parts of the country. Every point that could excite diſ- 
content, according to the purſuits, intereſts, or prejudices of 


different claſſes, has been ſucceſſively dwelt on, and always in 


ſuch a manner as to connect it with the leading deſign. The 
attempt to accompliſh this end has appeared in the ſhape even 
of play bills and ſongs; ſeditious toaſts; and a ſtudied ſelec- 
tion of the tunes which have been moſt in uſe in France ſince 
the revolution, have been applied to the ſame purpoſe, of en- 
deavouring to render deliberate incitements to every ſpecies of 
treaſon familiar to the minds of the people. 


HAVING thus ſtated the points which the Committee have 
thought it material ſeparately to lay before the Houſe, they will 


now proceed to thoſe particulars which will give a full and 


diſtin&t view of the riſe, progreſs, and nature of the general 


deſign with which the facts already ſtated are eſſentially con- 


nected ; 
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nected; for this purpoſe your Committee will. ſtate in, their 
Report the points, which appear moſt worthy, of attention, in- 
ſerting in the appendix, a more particular ſtatement of the ſe- 
veral proceedings to which they refer. In doing this, it will 
be neceſſary to advert to tranſactions, ſome of which took place 
at an early period, and have already attracted obſervation ; but 
which it is nevertheleſs material to inſert in the order in which 
they took place, becauſe they are highly important in explain- 
ing more recent proceedings, and giving a connected view of 
the whole ſyſtem, 1 


The period from which it appears to your Committee ma- 
terial ta trace in this view the proceedings of the Society for 
Conſtitutional. Information, is that of the publication of the 


pamphlet ſo well known under the title of“ Rights of Man, 


i« by Thomas Paine.“ 


Your Committee have already referred, in their former Re- 
port, to the approhation given by the ſociety to this work; an- 
this is one of the points on which they ſhould not think it ne- 
ceſſary now to dwell, if they did not feel it eſſential to the ob- 
je before ſtated, of developping the riſe and progreſs of the ſyſ⸗ 
tem which they are tracing, to call the attention of the Houſe 
to the leading features of a work thus approved and recom- 
mended, in order to, compare it with ſubſequent tranſactions, 
of which it may be conſidered as the foundation. 


In this pamphlet, publiſhed in the year 1791, the National 
Aſſembly of France was repreſented as occupied in eſtabliſhing 
a conſtitution founded on the rights of man, and the authority 
of the people, the only authority on which, (it was ſtated) go- 
vernment had a right to exiſt in any country; monarchy and here- 
ditary ſucceſſion were treated as abſurdities; the reve/ution of 
1688, and the ſucceſſion. of the Houſe of Hanauer, were alſo 
made the ſubje& of ridicule ; and a diſtinction was drawn be- 
tween two modes of government, which were ſtated to, grevail 
in the world: firſt, government by election and repreſentation; 
and, ſecondly, government by. hereditary ſucceſſion. The 
former generally known by the name of republic, the latter 
by that of monarchy and ariſtocracy. On the 23d March, 1791s, 
the ſociety reſolved, © That the thanks of the ſociety ſhould be. 
“ given to Mr. Thomas Paine, in the terms expreſſed in tha 
e copy of their reſolution of this day, inſerted in the appendix . 


= Appendix; 1 Mar. 1792. | 
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A continuation of Paine's book, intituled, “ Rights of Man, 
« Part the Second, combining Principle and Practice,“ was 
publiſhed early in 1792, in which the principles of the Britiſh 
conſtitution were again attacked; the principles on which the 
French conſtitution, accepted by the King in 1791, had been 
eſtabliſhed, were approved, with an exception of the hereditary 


ſucceſſion to the crown : this pamphlet, recommending the over- 


throw of the Britiſh conſtitution, and the eſtabliſhment of a de- 
mocratical ſenate, as the ſole legiſlative and executive power of 
the ſtate, was alſo circulated with great induſtry; and the So- 
ciety for Conſtitutional Information, on the 16th of March 
1792,* expreſſed their approbation of the work, in anſwer to 
a letter frem the Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society, contain- 
ing the thanks of that ſociety to Mr. Paine. On the 23d of 
March, 1792, the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield applied 
to the London Society, that twelve of their members might be 
admitted as aſſociated members of the London Society; and 
there appears in the books of the London Society a printed 
paper of the Sheffield Society, in which that ſociety declares, 


that the practice as well as the principle of government was laid 


down in the works intituled, “ Rights of Man, Part the Firſt 
« and Second,” in a manner /o clear and irrgiiſtibly convincing, 
that the ſociety reſolyed to give their thanks to Mr. Paine for 
thoſe publications, | n oo ng eS  0  I 


Other entries, expreſſive of approbation of the ſame works, 
and of other ſeditious publications, frequently appear in the 
fame books during the courſe of the year 1992.4 © 


* 


In Eaſter term, 1792, an information was filed in the Court 


of King's Bench, by the King's Attorney General, againſt 


Thomas Paine, for writing and publiſhing the laſt pamphlet, 
on which he was convicted in December 1792. During this 
proſecution another pamphlet was publiſhed, under the title of 
«© An Addreſs to the Addreſſers on the late Proclamation, by 
« Thomas Paine.” This pamphlet, after ſtating that «© two 
« revolutions had taken place, thoſe of America and France, 
added, both of them have rejected the unnatural compounded 
% ſy/tem of the Engliſh government. America has declared 
% againſt all hereditary government, and eſtabliſhed the repre- 
, ſentative ſyſtem of government only; France has entirely 
rejected the ariſtocratical part, and is now diſcovering the 
« abſurdity of the monarchical, and is approaching faſt to the 


* Appendix C. 16th Mar, 1792. 1 Appendix C. 23d Mar. 1792. 
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« repreſentative ſyſtem. “ The pamphlet then treats mo- 
narchy, and every ſpecies of hereditary government, as a fraud 
and impoſition ; aſſerts, “ for a nation to be free it is ſufficient 
cc that ſhe wills it ;”'+ treats the reform of parliament by par- 
liament itſelf as abſurd ; denies the power of parliament to re- 


form any part of the conſtitution ; aſſerts that it is not a ſubje& 


cognizable before parliament, and that the right, and the exer- 
Ciſe of that right, appertains to the nation only, t and that the 
proper means is by a national convention, elected for the purpoſe 
by all the people; that ſuch a body, empowered and ſupported 
by the nation, would have authority to demand information 


upon all matters neceſſary to be inquired into, and the nation 


would decree its own reforms. The pamphlet then ſtates that 
the plan and organization of a convention was eaſy in prac- 


tice 38 and proceeds to ſhew the manner in which, ſuppoſing 


the inhabitants of England to be ſeven millions, a convention 


öf 1,000 members might be elected in an orderly manner ;$ 


adding, that “a/ convention of 1,000 perſons, fairly elected, 
& would bring every matter to a decided iſſue,” } This latter 
pamphlet was not made the ſubje& of any expreſs reſolutions 
of the ſociety ; but during the proſecution of Mr. Paine for 
the former work, the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
entered into a ſubſcription to defray his expences, and encou- 
raged the like ſupport from other ſocieties, as appears by ſeve- 
reſent in the books of the ſociety. And this mark of their 
approbation of his principles having been continued after the 
publication laſt mentioned, ſeems to afford a full proof that this 


circumſtance had made no change in the ſentiments of the fo. 


Ciety towards him. 
© 4 ; R f 


9 The principles laid down in theſe publications appearing thus 


to be approved and ſanctioned by the ſociety, will be found to 
be gradually and ſucceſſively adopted and acted upon in their 
"roceedings, On the 3oth March 1792,** the London Cor- 
reſponding Society ſent to the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation ſeveral reſolutions, among which were the fol- 
lowing : F 


4 That every individual has a right to ſhare in the go- 

* vernment of that ſociety of which he is a member, unleſs 
« incapacitated, %% Rs 
+ P. 66. 5 P. 66,679. P. 77. 
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That nothing but non - age, a privat ion of reaſon, or 


5 ge an offence againſt the general ae l e, can in 
&« capacitate him.“ 


| Theſe reſolutions, containing the principle af univerſal ſuf- 
frage, were adopted without reſerve, and with ſtrong expreſ- 
ſions of appeqbation, by the Conſtitutional Society. 


On the 20th of April following, a declaration from a ſociety 


Southwark appears entered in the books of the Conſtitutional: 


iety, with their thanks for the communication.* This de- 
claration expreſſes more fully the grounds on which the ſo- 
cieties intended to proceed, adopting many important prin» 
Ciples which had been made the foundation of the French 85 
volution, in the following terms; 


« That all civil and political authority i is ; derived from 


« the people. 


That equal active citizenſhip is the unalienable right bf 


te of all men; minors, criminals, and inſane perſons ex- 
© cepted, 


« That the exerciſe of that right, i in appointing an ade 


<« quate repreſentative government, is the wiſeſt device of 
cc houmap, . and the only nen of national free- 
40 dom.“ ? 5 


The . of the Sheffield Society having ſuggeſted uni- 


verſal ſuffrage, and the Southwark Society having added the 


general idea of a repreſentative government, a ſociety, called The. 
Norwich Revolution Society, on the 26th of April 1792, ſent 
a, letter to the Conſtitutional Society, entered, in the minutes of 
their proceedings. on, the 4th of May 1792, in which there is, 
this paſſage :+ © This ſociety is willing to hope the redreſs of 
« every exiſting grievance at. the hands of a government reſult- 
*« ing from an extraordinary conyocation, in 1688, of all who 
« had at any preceding time been elected repreſentatives of the 
« people, aſſiſted by the hereditary counſellors of the nation, 
« and a peculiar deputation from the metropolis, which national 
« conſtituting aſſembly. caſniered for miſconduct a King of the, 
« Houle of Stuart.“ 


It ſeems evidently to be the intention of this paſſage to repre- 


ſent the. Revolution, of 1688 as a precedent for a national . 


Appendix C. 2th Apr. 1792. — C. 4th May 1792. 
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tuting aſſembly, and to ſhelter under that authority the indire& 
recommendation of the proceedings and terms which have re- 
cently been adopted in France. * ES | y 


This communication, with others from different ſocieties at 
Norwich, were followed by a reſolution, expreſſing that the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information received them with heart- 
Felt ſatigfuction, and deſired earneſtly to concut and co-operate 
with thoſe ſocieties in their laudable objects.“ i 


They alſo elected twelve members of the Norwich Society iet 
aſſociated members of their own ſociety. kr 


And they added a reſolution, that a committee ſhould be ap- 
pointed to confider whether any and what communications 
ſhould be made, and by what means, by the ſociety, with the 
Society of Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris. | 


It appears by entries of the 11th of May 1792, that * The 
tc Society of Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris, mentioned 
in the former reſolution, were the Jacohin Club there ; and on 
the ſame day it was reſolved that there ſhould be a eommunica- 
tion with that club; and an addreſs was read and agreed to, and 
ordered to be figned by the chairman, and tranſmitted to Paris. 


Towards the cloſe of the ſame year, and ſome time ſubſe- 
quent to the revolution of the 10th of Auguſt, which finally 
deſtroyed all traces of monarchy'in France, the ſociety reſolved 
to addreſs the National Convention, which was then inveſted 
with the whole legiſlative and executive government, and was 
aſſembled for the purpoſe of framing a new conſtitution, and 
proceeding to the trial of the King. This paper is conceived . 
in terms which leave no room to doubt of the views of thoſe 
who framed it. The addreſs ſtiles the Convention . Servants 
„Ma Sovereign People, and Benefactors of Mankind :” It re- 
Joices that the revolution in France had arrived at that point of - 
perfection, which enabled the ſociety to addrefs the Convention by that 
title; and it declares that that is the only title that can accord 
with the character of true legi/lators : it ſpeaks of the proceed- 
ings of the 160th of Auguſt as a glorious victory, which had 
finally prepared the way for a conſtitution, which the ſociety 
truſted the Convention would eſtabliſſ on the baſis of reaſon 
* Appendix C. 4th May 1792. Appendix C. 11th May 1792. 
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and nature. Tt repreſents the proceedings of the Convention 
as labours in the work of human happineſs, and adds, THE 


2 BENEFITS WILL IN PART BE OURS, but the glory 


« will be all your own; and it is the reward of your perſeve- 
« rance ; it is the prize of virtue.” Then, drawing a com- 
pariſon between the ſtate of liberty in England, America, and 
France, it not only gives a decided preference to the American 
republic over the Britiſh monarchy, but treats the ſplendour of 
the French revolution as the object of the higheſt admira- 

tion. | | | 


This addreſs was ordered -t6 be preſented by two of the 
members of the ſociety at the bar of the National Convention ; 
and it was preſented accordingly. 


But the terms of this addreſs are not the only evidence on 
this head.“ An. addreſs, framed a ſhort time before by the 
London Correſponding Society, which had been communicated 
to the Conſtitutional Society, and had received their expreſs 
approbation, and which was preſented likewiſe to the French 
Convention, contained paſſages clearly expreſſing the ſame in- 


tent, and ſuggeſting the idea of a triple alliance (not of crowns, 


but) of the people of America, France, and Britain, to give free- 
dom to Europe, and peace to the whole world. 


Theſe tranſactions are rendered ſtill more remarkable by the 
verbal addreſs of the deputies at the time of preſenting the ad- 
dreſs of the ſociety, and by the anſwer of the preſident, which 
they tranſmitted. The letters of the deputies to the ſociety 


have been found among the papers of that ſociety, together 


with a copy of the addreſs of the deputies, and the anſwer of 
the preſident. In the firſt, after pointing out their wiſhes to 
effect in their own country a revolution ſimilar to that made in 
France, the deputies conſider the example of France as having 
made revolutions eaſy ; and add, that it would not be extraordi- 
nary if, in a ſhort ſpace of time, the French ſhould ſend ad- 
dreſſes of congratulation to a National Convention of England ; 
and the preſident in his anſwer ſays, The moment, without 
„ doubt, approaches when the French ſhall bring congratula- 
<< tions to the National Convention of Great Britain.“ 


On the 7th of December 1792, the letter of the deputies 
was read 1n the ſociety, as appears by an entry in their books. 


* Appendix C. z2th Oct. 1792, + Appendix C. 
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In January 1793,“ Barrere, Roland, and St. André were 
elected (as has been mentioned in the former Report) honorary 
members of the ſociety ; and on the iſt February, the ſpeeches 
of Barrere and St. Andre were ordered to be entered on the 
books of the ſociety, and this reſolution ordered to be printed 
in the newſpapers, which it actually was on the 5th of Fe- 


bruary 1793« | 


Jie circumſtance of the time at which this marked appro- 
bation was publicly given to leading members of the National 
Convention of France, would render this meaſure of itſelf a 
ſtrong indication of.the views of the ſociety, and as ſuch it was 
referred to by the Committee in their former Report. 


But on more particular reference to the ſpeeches themſelves, 
which were thus recommended to public notice, this tranſac- 
tion will be found to be of much more importance; it is not 
barely an approbation of leading perſons, profeſſing principles, 
and purſuing meaſures hoſtile to the general intereſts of the 
country: the ſpeeches were delivered for the expreſs: purpoſe 
of accelerating the condemnation and puniſhment of the French 
King, The doctrines contained in them directly relate to the 
Preciſe object of a national convention, and to the queſtion of 
the perſonal reſponſibility of ſovereigns ; they contain a-. ſtate- 
ment of the rights, duties, and functions of ſuch an afſembly ; 
which cannot be ſuppoſed to have been recommended to the 
public attention for any other poſlible purpoſe than that of lay- 
ing the foundation of a ſimilar proceeding in this country, and 
that with the direct intention of employing it for the deſtruc- 
tion of the Sovereign, and the utter ſubverſion of the conſtitu- 
tion. This concluſion will be fully juſtified by an extract from 
the ſpeeches in queſtion, which are expreſſed in. terms ſo re- 
markable, that the Committee cannot too ſtrongly recommend 
them to the attention of the Houſe. . 


The following paſſage is extracted from St. Andre's ſpeech: 
« Your right to decide the fate of the King, ariſes 


4 * 


c from your being a revolutionary aſſembly created by the 


& nation in a ſtate of inſurrection.“ 


Barrere's fpeech is much more full and more ſyſtematically 
reaſoned; it is divided into ſeveral heads, from which the fol- 
lowing extracts are taken: | ; 

* Appendix C. 18th & F Jan. & iſt Feb. 1793» p 
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te This proceeding (ſpeaking of the trial of the King) 
ce js of the higheſt importance to public order, abſolutely 


& neceſſary to the exiſtence of liberty, and connected with 


« 1} atever is held moſt ſacred by the nation. From the 
© calmneſs and temper which have diſtinguiſhed the deli- 
tc bejations of the Convention on this occaſioh, it may be 
* foreſeen that juſtice and reaſon will direct its ultimate 
6 ſertence. Hiſtory will record the ſtriking contraſt be- 
& tween kings, who in the midſt of the diſſipation of 
* courts ſigh proſcriptions and death warrants for the de- 
« ſt ruction of thouſands of citizens, and the repreſenta- 
« tives of the people, who deliberate with wiſdom and 
« caution on the puniſhment of a ſingle deſpot. 

« It is the deſtiny of kings to be the occaſion of the ca- 
« Jamities of the people, whether they remain on their 


«© thrones, or whether they are precipitated from them. 


«PALE . 
« Whether the perſon of the King. be inviolable ? 


« The people of Paris, by making an holy inſurrection 
« againſt the King on the 10th of Auguſt, deprived him 
« of his character of inviolability. The people of the 
« other departments applauded this inſurrection, and 
« adopted the conſequence of it. The people have there- 
« fore formally interpoſed to deſtroy this royal inviola- 
« bility. The tacit conſent of the people rendered the 
& perſon of the King inviolable. The act of inſurrection 
«© was a tacit repeal of that conſent, and was founded on 
« the ſame grounds of law as the conſent itſelf, —The 
« King's perſon is inviolable only with relation to the 
other branches of the legiſlature, but not with relation 


4 to the people.“ | 


Whether an appeal /hall be made to the people? 


*The people is the ſovereign. | 
« A convention differs from an ordinary legiſlature in 


- « this reſpect.— A legiſlature is only a ſpecies of ſuperin- 


« tending magiſtracy, a moderator of the powets of go- 
« vernment.—A convention is a perfect repreſentation of 
ce the ſovereign.— The members of the Legiſlative Aſſem- 
& bly ated in Auguſt upon theſe principles. In ſum- 
« moning the Convention they declare, that they faw but 
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90 
is not alone excluſively the expreſſion of the general 
will. | 


have recourſe to the ſupreme will of the people, and 
to invite the people to exerciſe immediately that in- 
alienable right of ſovereignty which the conſtitution 
had acknowledged, and which it could not ſubject to any 
reſtriction. The public intereft required that the peo- 
ple ſhould manifeſt their will by the election of a Na- 
tional Canvention, formed of reprefentatives inveſted 
by the people with unlimited powers.—The people 
did manifeſt their will, by the election of that Conven- 
tion. — The Convention being aſſembled, is itſelf that fo. 
vereign will which ought to prevail.— It would be con- 
trary to every principle, to ſuppoſe that the Convention 


6 The powers of the Convention muſt, from the very 
nature of the Aſſembly, be unlimited with reſpect tq 
every meaſure of general ſafety, ſuch as the execution 
of a tyrant, It is no longer a Convention if it has not 
the power to judge the King. | 


% A convention is a corſſtituent body, i. e. a body that 
is to make a conſtitution for the people. A legiſlature 
makes laws under an eſtabliſhed conſtitution, and in 
conformity to it. It is deſpotiſm when in the ordinary 
and permanent eſtabliſhment of a itate there is no ſepa- 


ration of powers ; but it is of the very eſſence of a 
* conſtituent body to concenter for the time all authority, 
It is the very nature of a national convention to be 


the temporary image of the nation, to unite in itſelf 
all the powers of the ſtate, to employ them againſt the 
enemies of liberty, and to diſtribute them in a new ſo- 


cial compact called a conſtitution, 


% Behyld that Conſtituent Aﬀembly which laid the firſt 
foundations of your liberty ! Behold that revolutionary 
genius? which broke through every impediment, ex- 
ceeded its delegated authority, created its own powers 
according to the exigencies of liberty, and to the occa- 
ſional wants of the people, deſtroyed all. prejudices by 
the force of that public opjnipn to which it gave birth, 


obliterated all privileges, aboliſhed all the parliaments, 


changed the form and tenure of all property, as well 


as the meaſure and fign of all value, and made a perjur- 
ed King its priſoner ! Nothing was wanting to im- 


E 2 | mortalize. 


( 36 ) 


te mortalize that Aſſembly, but to haye delivered France 
« from the calamity of kingly government, and to have 
ce relieved you from the duty of judging the laſt of your 
« kings. hs | 


« With this example before your eyes, you heſitate 
& even in the firſt ſtep of your duty.—Am I then no 
« longer in the midſt of that National Convention, whoſe 
4 honourable miſſion it was to deſtroy Kings and Royal- 
1 | | | 


| HAVING thus traced the proceedings of the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information to the period when the com- 
mencement of the war with France neceſſarily interrupted the 
developement of their principles and deſigns by their correſpon- 
dence with that country, your Committee will now lay before 
the Houſe ſuch particulars as relate to their proceedings at home, 
in concert with the London Carreſponding Society, and with 
the ſeveral ſocieties in different parts of the country, during the 
ſame period. | | 


From theſe it will appear That not only the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, but all the principal ſocieties in the coun- 
try, have been regulated under the immediate auſpices of the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, and have, both in their 
origin and progreſs, looked up to that ſociety for their gui- 
dance and direction in the purſuit of their common Object: 

That particularly ſince the inſtitution of the correſponding 
Society, which appears from a very early period to have had 
an intimate connection with the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, a ſyſtem of general correſpondence has been eſta- 
bliſhed, by means of which the principles of that ſociety (ſuch 
as they have been already ſtated) have been widely diffuſed and 
diſſeminated through the country: LES 
That throughout the whole of this extenſive correſpon- 
dence, the ſtrongeſt marks appear of an almoſt univerſal agree- 
ment and co-operation among the country ſocieties, not only 
in the general principles to which your Committee has already 
referred, but alſo in the nature and frame of the Societies,. in 
the ſyſtem of concert and delegation, and in the particular ob- 
Jed of forming a National Convention for the purpoſe of car- 
_ Tying their principles into full effect; and that traces of this 
deſign are to be found in a greater or leſs degree at a very early 
period of this correſpondence, N 

=: The 
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The London Correſponding Society was inſtituted in * 
1792. A general account of the plan according to which it 
was formed and diſtributed into ditferent divife ions, has al- 
ready been given in the laſt Report, and a liſt of the number 
of diviſions, which had been gradually eſtabliſhed, has been 
found among the papers in the poſſeſſion of the ſecretary, 


In one of the firſt communications from the London Cor - 
reſponding Society to the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 
mation,“ they ſtate that“ The delegates of the Correſpond- 
« ing Society think it their duty to acquaint the Conſtitu- 
< tional Society, without delay, of the ſubſcription begun 
« amongſt ſeveral of their divifions for the defence of the 
£« proſecution ſaid to be commenced againſt that worthy 
e member of the Conſtitutional Society, Mr. Thomas Paine, 
© in conſequence of his valuable publication, intitled . The 
Rights of Man; and that they had no doubt that a nu- 
*© merous body would be found to follow an example, ſo 
« juſt in itſelf, and ſo eſſential to the ſupport of that ſmall 
« portion of liberty which the people of England are ſtill 
* ſuppoſed to enjoy. That the approbation and encourage- 
c ment which their feeble endeavours had met with from the 


« Conſtitutional Society, made them deſirous of uniting _ 


<© more ſtrongly and more immediately with that ſociety, 
ce and for this purpoſe they wiſhed that fix of their members 
ce might be admitted into the Conſtitutional Society, after 
& the manner of thoſe received from the Leen at Sheffield 
6c and Norwich,” * 


The London Correſponding 8 Ggnify that they are 
highly favoured by the readineſs of the Conſtitutional Soci- 


ety to admit Six of their Members, t and that their ſenſe of 


the favour ſo conferred will be beſt expreſſed by their cloſe 
attendance at the Inſtructive Meetings of the Conſtitutional 
Society, and by their conſtant endeavours to forward the ſo 
beneficial, and fo much wanted reform of Parliamentary Re- 
preſentation. nk | 


The following 9 of Extracts is taken from the Correſ- 
pondence, both of the Society for Conſtitutional Information 


and of the London Correſponding Society, with the ſeveral 


Societies inſtituted in the country. 4 


* Appendix D. 14th March, 1792: ; | 
ry London Correſponding Society, 6th July, 1792. 1 Appendix D. 
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The firſt is a letter from Sheffield to the ſecretary of the 
Conſtitutional Society, dated 15th January 1792, ſtatin 
that the ſociety eſtabliſhed at Sheffield humbly ſolicits the 
advice and aſſiſtance of the Conſtitutional Society for the 
purpoſe of forming a connection with all fmilar ſocieties in 
England; and adds, that information of the methods, terms, 
and manner of application for the above purpoſe, as likewiſe 
the admiſſion of one of their members into the Conſtitution- 
al Society, will be eſteemed a particular favour, and grate- 
fully acknowledged. In the poſtſcript to the letter, an 
account is given of the origin of the Sheffield Society ; and 
it is ſtated, that it at firſt originated in an aſſembly of five 
or fix mechanics, who from converſation about the enor- 
mous high price of proviſions, the unbounded authority of 
the monopoliſts of all ranks, from the King to the Peaſant, | 
nd the waſte of the public property by placemen, pen- 
fioners, luxury, and debauchery, together with the mock 
repreſentation of the people, concluded that nothing but 
Ignorance in the people could ſuffer the natural rights of 
every freeman to be thus violated, They formed a ſociety 
which was gradually increaſing, and divided into ſeparate bo- 
dies. They re-publiſhed Paine's Rights of Man at the low 
price of 6d, each copy, to which they propoſed to annex an 
abſtract of the noted iniquitous Corn Bill of laſt year. 


The ſame Society at Sheffield, in a letter to the Conſtitu- 
tional Society, mention that their numbers increaſe, for 
that moſt of the towns and villages in the neighbourhood 

are forming them ſelves into, ſimilar aſſociations, and ſtrictly 
adhere to the mode of copying the Sheffield Society. They 
return thanks for the kind communications which they have 
received from the principal members of the Conſtitutional 
Society; and they encloſe a parcel, for the fecretiry of the 
London Correſponding Society, in anfwer to a letter of 
his, by which he had informed them, that there were in Lon- 
don a number of mechanics. fhopkeepers, &c. forming 
themſelves into a ſociety, on the broad baſis of the Rights of 
Man, and deſiring to know the manner of conducting this 
buſineſs at Sheffield: in anſwer to which, the Sheffield So- 
ciety had given their manner of proceeding, and hoped it 
might be of ſome uſe, as the improvement they were about 
to adopt was certainly the beſt for managing large bodies in 


Sheffield, r5th January, 1792. 
I Sheffield, 14th March, 1792. { 
: | great. 
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great and populous towns, viz. dividing them into ſmall bo- 
dies or meetings of ten perſons each, and theſe ten perſons 


to appoint-a delegate; ten of theſe delegates to form another 
meeting; and ſo on, delegating from one to another, till at laff 


they are reduced to a proper number for conſtituting the committee 


er grand council. 5 


The Society at Sheffield expreſs their determination to obtain 


a radical reform of the country, as ſoon as prudence and diſcre- 


tion will permit,“ and to eftab/i/h it upon that ſyſtem which is 
conſiſtent with the rights of man; tor theſe reaſons, they requeſt, 
that certain members of their ſociety may be admitted into the 
Conſtitutional Society, in order that the Society at Sheffield 
may be ſtrengthened, and enabled to extend uſeful knowledge 
from town to village, and from village to town, until the whole 
nation be ſuffictently enlightened and united in the ſame caufe ; 
which, they ſay, _— of being the caſe, wherever the mo 

excellent works of Mr, Thomas Paine find reſidence. 


The Conſtitutional Society at Mancheſter tranſmit a copy 
of their reſolution to the Conſtitutional Society in London, 
in which they. reſolve that #he:r thanks are due to Mr. Thomas 
Paine, for the publication of the Second Part of the Rights of Man, 
combining principle and practice: they ile it a work of the higb- 
et importance to every nation under Heaven, but particularly to 
this: they expreſs their hope, that in conſequence of the effect 
of this work a complete reform in the preſent inadequate ſtate 
of the repreſentation of the people will be accomplithed ; and 
that the other great plans of public benefit which Mr. Paine has 
ſo powerfully recommended, will ſpeedily be carried into effect. 


The .delegates of the United Conſtitutional Societies at 
Norwich communicate to the London Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information a number of reſolutions, in which they ex- 
'preſs their happineſs at the admiſſion of the delegation from 
Sheffield, in order to form a plan of general information : 


they humbly beg to be admitted to the ſame favour, and ex- 


preſs their wiſh that all the ſocieties of a fimilar kind in England 


were flrongly and indiſſolubly united in one political body? they 
return their thanks to Mr, Thomas Paine for his firſt and ſe- 
cond parts of 'the Rights of Man : they ſincerely wiſh that he 


* Sheffield, 24th March, 1792, 
+ Mancheſter, 15th March, 1792, 
41 Norwich, 24th March, 1792; 
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may fee his laboürs crowned with ſucceſs in the general diffu- 
fron of liberty and happineſs among mankind: they flgnify 
that their numbers are increaſing ; and they earneſtly entreat 
all their brethren to increaſe their aſſociations, in order to 
form one grand extenfive union of all the friends of general li- 
Berty. 6 CP 


Ina a letter“ to the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
Society, the Society at Stockport return thanks to the Corre- 


fponding Society for their kindneſs; which they ſay will be 
vieful in the formation of the infant ſocicty at that place; that 


they ſtand much in need of their experience in this particular. 


They ſtate, that they have carefully peruſed the addreſſes, of 


which a parcel has been ſent them by the London Correſpond- 
ing Society; and obſerve on their contents in general, that the 
fentiments hardly riſe to that height which they expected 


from men ſenſible of their full claims to abſolute and-uncon- 


troulable liberty, 1. e. unaccountable to any power which they 


have not immediately conſtituted and appointed. They further 


ſtate, that theſe are their ſentiments, whatever be thoſe of the 
London Correſponding Society, though in the preſent ſtate of 
political knowledge it may be prudent not to avow them openly ; 
they defire to be informed of the means of accompliſhing 


their common object; and they conclude with the following 


words: 


We obſerve one expreſſion, which ſays, numerous 
« other reforms would undoubtedly take place, cc. 
«« But we aſk, How is that Parliament to be choſen ? 

« Can we expect it from the preſent order of things? 


& HWHreuld not the evil be done away at once by the pepole aſ- 


ce f{embled in convention? Does it appear probable, that 
* the odious laws of which we complain will be abo- 
liſhed by any other way? Can the grievances ariſing 
from arifiecracy be redreſſed, while the retains his 
« preſent authority in the legiſlature 2 Ts the untverſal right 
&« of conſcience ever to be attained, while the B. maintain 
« their ſeats on the ? | | 


„ Your thoughts on theſe important points we moſt 
« earneſtly deſtre may be tranſmitted as foon as poſſible, 
e not directed as the laſt, as we fear it will excite ſuſpt- 
« Con. | 


cc (Signed) J 
| ee . 
„Stockport, 27th Sept. 1792, | 


A let; 1 


(4) 

A letter ® from Margarot (the Preſident) 7 to the Friends of 
Univerſal Peace and the Rights of Man, at Stock port, ſays, 
« With regard to the publications of the London Correſpond - 
ce ing Society, they are expreſſed in as ſtrong terms as pru- 
„ dence will permit, yet plainly enough to convince the pub- 
cc lic, that while we expect every thing from an honeſt and 
&« annual Parliament, nothing fhort of ſuch. a ſenate, choſen 
© by the whole nation, will ſatisfy us. The letter proceeds 
to ſtate an intention of countenancing the ſtruggle of the 
French nation againſt deſpotiſm and ariſtocracy, by addreſſing 


# 


the French National Convention. | tHe 

A copy of the addrels is inclofed, and a concurrence of the 
Stockport Society is ſolicited. The letter concludes thus: If 

on the contrary you diſapprove of that mark of zeal towards 

<< the only nation that has hitherto undertaken' to reſtore man- 

4 kind to their juſt rights, pleaſe to communicate to us your 

s objections, | | Harps 5 


A letter t from the editors of The Patriot, to the Secretary 
of the London Correſponding Society, expreſſes their com- 
mendation of the laudable ſpirit which has induced the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society to addreſs the Convention of France; 
ſtates the encouragement which they had given to the Society 
at Stockport; and exhorts the London Correſponding Society 
alſo to give it their ſanction, advice, and ſupport; announces 
that ſeveral ſocieties have been formed within the laſt three 
weeks at Edinburgh, and that they had received ſome moſt 
ſpirited communications from thence. The letter concludes: 
« We clearly foreſee that Scotland will ſoon take the lead of 
« this country, and conceive it will be neceſſary to take the 
c greateſt care that an univerſal} communication ſhould be 
« conſtantly kept up between the ſeveral ſocieties, however 
e diſtant, and that all ſhould determine to act upon the ſame 
5 principle, as near as may be, in a regular and active union. 
Fi was by this method that France became ſo thoroughly 
« united, and we ought never to loſe fight of it.“ 


A letter from the Secretary to the Society at Stockport, to 
the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, has theſe 
terms: | ks 8. I 

* London Correſponding Society, 11th OR. 179 . 


7 Sheffield, 15th Oct. 1792. 
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ex © I am directed by the Friends of Univerſal Peate and 
« the Rights of Man, to inform you that we received two 
tc letters from you, the firſt dated September 21, re- 
c queſting us to concert with you in tranſmitting to the 
« French National Convention an addreſs ſigned by every 
<« member, &c. 55 
« With reſpe& to the ſubſtance of this letter, we be- 
ce lieve that the cauſe of the French is that of every in- 
« dividual Perſon in Europe, that is not fattening on plun- 
4c der, or through ignorance, obſtinacy, and inattention, 
« fit unconcerned, and will not be perſuaded to conſider, 
« although inevitable ruin ſhould be the awful conſe- 


© quence 


« We therefore think it highly neceſſary to add our 
< friendly aid and aſſiſtance, in order to ſtimulate the op- 
se prefſed friends of freedom in France againſt all the 
« deſpots in Europe (who are combined againſt the juſt. 
« and equal rights of man) by affuring them that we 
« view their ſenel exertions and wonderful victories with 
« admiration, together with the extinqtion of treacherous ' 
6 royalty, and the reſtoring to every individual his equal 
% and mmdubitable rights, as fellow men and free citizens; 
4% and that our hearts are united with therrs as in one com- 
4 mon cauſe, conſidering as in a great meaſure their vic- 
46 tory our emancipation, together with their own. | 

& Yet, ſhould it ever be the caſe that our Miniſtry 
* ſhould be fo perfiazous as, contrary to their pledged faith 
« of neutrality, to join the execrable band of deſpots 
« againſt the cauſe of Freedom, we will ſtand forward, 


even to the hazarding our lives, by uſing every juſti- 
4 fiable means to counteract their machinations, and 


« give to the friends of freedom all the encouragement 
« and ſupport which we ſeverally unſupported can 


44 afford. 


A letter + to the Secretary of the London Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information ſtates, that the people of Leiceſter are to 
have their firſt adjourned meeting in a few days, and that they 
ſtand in need of a ſort of creed for immediate publication and 
one | from the Norwich Society ſtates, that having found, that 
the Friends of the People, and Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, do not exactly agree, they wiſh to know the reaſon. 


Stockport, 3d Nov. 1792. + Leiceſter, 9th Nov. 1792. 
- Norwich, "21th Nov. 1792. : 


Thet 


(43 ) 


That it appears to them, that the difference was this. The 
Friends of the People mean only a partial reform, becauſe 
they leave out the words expreſſing the Duke of Richmond's 


plan, and talk only of a reform; while the Mancheſter people 


ſeem to intimate, by addreſſing Mr. Paine, that they were 
intent upon republican principles only; to come cloſe to the 
main queſtion, they deſire to know whether the generality of 
the ſocieties mean to reſt ſatisfied with the Duke of Rich- 


mond's plan only, or whether it is their private deſign to 4 — | 


monarchy by the root, and to place democracy in its flead P 
letter then gives an account of the plan which the Norwich 
Society wiſh to obtain, and which has already been moved for 


at their general meeting, namely, a full and equal repreſenta» 


tion of the whole body of the people, 


The Mancheſter Reformation Society ſtate,* that the cauſe 
of Liberty goes on rapidly in that town; their numbers in- 
creaſe; and they deſire to be admitted to correſpond with the 
London Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


A Society at Leiceſter + requeſt every particular requiſite to 
enable them te eſtabliſh a conſtitutional ſociety there, ſimilar 
to that in London, and thoſe at Mancheſter, Stockport, &c. 
They deſire all that is neceſſary by the firſt mail; they ſtate, 
that they want laws, orders, principles, ereeds, eſſes, de- 
clarations, and reſolutions ; and a letter from a meeting at Co- 
ventry ſolicits the London Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 


tion to tranſmit a plan of the Sheffield, or any other ſociety 


which they may think beſt adapted to produce the end af eftg» 
bliſhing a conſtitutional ſociety at Caventry. | 


When * the London Correſponding Society found that their 
conduct began to attract notice, they publiſhed a long juſti- 
fication of jt, which they communicated to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information. This paper, the profeſſed object 
of which is to prove the moderation of the Society, and to 
vindicate them from the imputation thrown out againſt them, 
concludes in the following words: Let us wait, and watch 
the enſuing ſefſian of Parliament, from which we have 
«© much to hope and little to fear. The Houſe of Commons 
* may have been the ſource of our calamity—it may prove 
5s that of our deliverance; ſhould it not, we truſt we ſhall 


* Mancheſter, 13th Nov. 1792. 7 Leiceſter, 15th Nov. 1792. 


4 Coventry, 26th Nov. 1792. - { 3oth Nov, 1792. 
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* rot prove ourſelves unworthy of our forefathers, whoſe ex- 
« ertions in the cauſe of mankind ſo well deſerve our imi- 


« tation. 


Fon COMMITTEE have thus given a view of 


the different proceedings to the cloſe of the year 1792. Early 


In 1593, the joint correſpondence of the two ſocieties in Lon- 
don with the country ſocieties ſeems to have been directed to 
the oſtenſible purpoſe of obtaining petitions to the Houſe of 
Commons, in favour of a reform in the parliamentary repre- 
ſentation, and alfo petitions from the ſame ſocieties againſt the 
continuance of the war.—A ſeries of letters relating to theſe 
jects is inſerted in the Appendix ;* but your Committee think 
it neceſſary to call the particular attention of the Houſe to ex- 
tracts from ſome part of this correſpondence, from which it 
will appear, that the meaſure of addreſſing petitions to the 
Houſe of Commons in 1793, on the ſubject of parliamentary 
reform, was adopted without either any approbation of that 


mode of application, or any hope bf ſucceſs in its profeſſed 


object; and that the foeieties approved of thoſe petitions, even 
in the exceptionable language in which they were expreſſed, 
with no other view than that of accommodating themſelves, 
For a time, to ſuppoſed prejudices and circumſtances, and of 
opening the way to the profecution of their deſign in that 
mode which they have ſince actually purſued, and which ap- 
ars even then to have been in their contemplation, From 

lame of theſe letters + it is evident, that the London Correſ- 
ponding Society had, previous to the month of March, 1793, 
(although the letter itſelf, in which they did ſo, has not been 
found) ſtated, for the conſideration of the country ſocieties, 
Lot # ws noms PO IR 8 Mg FE 

Firſt, A Petition to Parliament, 

Secondly, A Petition to the King. 
Thirdly, A Convention. 


And in a ſubſequent letter of the 4th of March, from the 
Correſponding Society to the ſociety at Sheffield, there is this 
paragraph; ; CCC 

* Appendix C. xzth Apr. 1793; 7 Appendix E. March 1793+ | 


« With 


143) 


. With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unani- 
ce mouſly of opinion, zhat ſuch a petition will not produce @ ro- 

« form ; yet from many conſiderations we are now perſuaded, 
„ that f every ſociety in the iſſand will ſend forward a petition, 
c we ſhall ultimately gain ground, foraſmuch as it will force 
cc the members of the fenate repeatedly to diſcuſs the ſubject, 
« and their deliberations, printed in the different newſpapers, 
« will moſt naturally awaken the public mind towards the ob- 
« ject of our purſuit. The nation, once informed that a re- 
* form in Parliament 1 is ſought for in different quarters, gives 
5 riſe to debates in the Houſe of Commons (and is acknows 
« ledged in every rank to be wanting) will begin to exerciſe 
Fc their own reaſons on the ſubject; arrived at that PRE WE 
% preſume our buſineſs will be nearly accompli ſbed. 


In a "Ws from the United Political Seed at „ N S 
dated Sth. of March, 1793, to the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, the ſtate, that they ſee a great propriety in uni- 
verſal ſuffrage . annual election; but wiſh to know what has 


been collected to be the ſenſe of che people; that the Correſq-— 


ponding Societies of London have e ſubmitted three * 
| potions jor their! inveſtigation 100 5 


Whether a petition to Parliament, or an addrefs to the 
King, or a Conyention : they fay, that they are a conquered 


people under that degrading neceſſity to ftate,their K 8 | 


to the Houſe of Commons, with a requeſt; for redreſs ; and 
ſhould they, refuſe to grant their reaſonable petitions, - they 
have ſtill got (no thanks to them) a formidable engine that will 
convey the inſult to the remoteſt parts of the kingdom. As to 
the-propriety of the ſecond, they ſay, they are dubious of its 
good conſequences. Laſtly, as to a Convention, th 1 % A it 5 
the object that they purſue; that they eſteem any other means only in 
Subordination to, and as having a tendency to accompliſh that de- 
rrable end; but, they add, wiſhing to be in union with their 
brethren, they deſire to know whether it 1s n to obtain 
ſignatures to a petition. | 


The anſwer to this letter from Norwich b has been i abagdy. 


mentioned in the former Report: it refers to the three queſ- 
tions ſtated, and Contains the paragraph inſerted in the former 


Report, 


* Norwich, March, 1793. 
15 Correſponding Socicty, April 16, 1793. 
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ec Where, then, are we to look for the remedy ? To that 
& Parliament of which we complain? To the executive 
« power, which is implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated in 
4 Parliament? Or to ourſelves, repreſented in ſome meeting 
cc of delegates for the eſpecial purpoſe of reform, which we 
% ſuppoſe you underſtand by the term Convention #”———}t 
then proceeds: „ GO) 


Ce Tt is the end of each of theſe propoſitions, that we ought 

'«< to look to; and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe muſt be the effect 
« of perſeverance, and the riſing reaſon of the time, let us de- 
4 termine with coolneſs, but let us perſevere with deciſion. 
e As to.a Convention, we regard it as a plan, the moſt defr- 
44 rable and moſt practicable, ſo ſoon as the great body of the 
„ people fhall be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in 
4 the attempt. Hitherto we have no reaſon to believe that 
« the moment is arrived for that purpoſe. As to any petition 
"©. to the crown, we believe it hopeleſs in its conſequences; 
„With reſpect to the Jaſt of the propoſals, we are at a loſs to 
2 advife. If the event is looked to in the vote which may be 


obtained from that body to whom this petition is to be ad- 


« dreſſed, which of us can look to it without the proſpect of an 
« abfolute negative? In this point of view, therefore, it can; 
4 : » 


4 not require a moment's conſideration, 


 . «« But if we regard the policy of ſuch a meaſure, it may, in 
z cur apprehenſion, be well worth conſidering as a warning 
<< voice to our preſent legiſlators, and as a fignal for intimation 
< tothe majority of the people. ” 


* Should ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and generally purfued, 

e jt would hold out a certainty to our fellow countrymen, that 
« weare not a handful of individuals unworthy of attention or 
« confideration, who defire the reſtoration of the antient li- 

- « berties of England; but, on the contrary, it might brin 
tc into light that hoſt of well-meaning men, who, in the dit. 
«« ferent towns and counties of this realm, are filently but ſe- 
« rjouſly anxious for reformation iu the government. | 


„% We exhort you with anxiety to purſue your laudable en- 


tt deavours for the common good, and never to deſpair of the 


« public cauſe.” 


/ 


The letters of the Correſponding Society of the 17th of 
May, and 25th of July, 1793, and of the Norwich Societies 
| - 
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of the 5th of July, and various paliages in the proceedings of 
the Scotch Convention, and of thoſe of the Society at Sheffield, 
will be found to contain additional proofs of -what has been re- 
preſented to be the real view and intention of preſenting theſe 
petitions ; but being ſubſequent to the time when theſe peti- 
tions were preſented, they will be more particularly referred to 
in ſtating the tranſactions during the remainder of the year 1793, 
of which your Committee will proceed to take notice. 


After the rejection of the petition in May, 1793,“ and the 
determination of the Houſe upon the ſubject of a change in the 
repreſentation in Parliament, the correſpondence inſerted in 
the appendix will ſhew, that the union and concert between 
the two ſocieties m London ſeem to have acquired additional 
ſtrength. It is ſoon after diſtinctly ſtated, that more effectual 
means than petitions muſ? be adopted; f and early in the autumn 
of 1793, the joint efforts of the two ſocieties were directed to 
the formation of a Convention at Edinburgh, to which dele- 
gates were to be ſent from London, and were invited from 
many of the country ſocieties. Many of theſe ſocieties actually 
fent delegates; and of thoſe who did not ſeveral approved of 
the meaſure, and only objected to the time; while others, ap- 
proving both of the time and of the meaſure, declined any 
thare 1n it on account of their not having received a ſufficiently 
early notice, or of their being unable to afford the expence with 


which it was neceſſarily attended, 


The immediate foundations of theſe proceedings appear to 
have been a letter from the Correſponding Society, May 17th, 
1793,% to the Friends of the people at Edinburgh, which, after 


expreſling their deſire 20 unite, not only with each other, but with * 


every other. ſociety throughout the nation, proceeds; © ur peti- 
« tions, you will have learned, have all been unſucceſsful ; 


our attention muſt now, therefore, be turned to ſume more 


4 effectual means; from your ſociety we would willingly 
learn them, and you, on your part, may depend upon our 
« adopting the firmeſt meaſures, provided they are conſtitu- 
« tional ; and we hope the country will not be behind us.” 


A letter from Skirving to Hardy, dated 25th May, 1793, 
is inſerted in the appendix, and contains many paſſages which 
appear to be very material, but which will be more particularly 


* Appendix, C. 21, 28th June, 1793. TD 
+ Appendix C. 25, 28th Oct. 8th Nov. and 6th Dec, 1793. 
{ Appendix E. 17th May, 1793. 


referred 


0 


referred to in the account of the correſpondence of the Scotch 
Convention. | 


On the roth of June, 1793, the Secretary of the Correſ- 
ponding Society writes to the Secretary to the Conſtitutional 
Society at Birmingham : We are entirely of your opinion 


% with regard to the neceſlity of a general union; and believe 


% as you do, that when once the country ſhall be ſo united, 
* the Neros of the day will be forced to yield to the juſt demand 
& of a long and ſore oppreſſed people.” | 


A letter from the Political Societies at Norwich, which ap- 
pears to have been received by the Secretary of the London 


| Correſponding Society, on the 25th of June, 1793, contains 


the following paſſage : <©* We received your friendly letter, 
cc wherein you ſtated three propoſitions ; firſt, a petition to 
ac his Majeſty ; or to Parliament; or a National Convention. 
<« J gave my opinion on the ſubject to the Conſtitutional So- 
& ciety at London, and found their ideas congenial to my 
c own, viz. an addreſs to the King, futile ; a petition to 
« Parliament, as a conquered people, tolerable ; a National 
« Convention, if circumſtances permitted, beſt of all.” 


And in a letter from the Secretary of the Correſponding So- 
ciety, of the 25th of July, 1993, which appears to be an an- 


ſwer to the foregoing, it is faid, © With regard to the queſ- 


« tions themſelves, however individuals may have made up 


4 their minds on them, the public ſeemed mot to approve of the 


ce mode petitioning Parliament; we accordingly acquieſced, and 


« ſent in a petition, {ſigned by nearly fix thouſand perſons; 


« with this letter you will receive a copy of it, and of its fate 
4c you are doubtleſs not unacquainted.” After ſaying that their 
firmneſs is not confined to words, and that they will be fore- 
moſt in aſſerting and recovering the loſt liberties of the 
country, the letter recommends to the Norwich Society to 
form a junction with all others aſſociated for the ſame pur- 

ſe throughout the nation; and above all, orderly and cou- 


rageoufly to prepare themſelves for the event, as they cannot eæ- 
pet to re-poſſeſs their rights without a ſtruggle ; that it may be 


advantageous to humanity, that they ſhould ſhew themſelves at 
firſt an indignant oppreſſed people, in whom is not yet entirely ex- 
tine the valour of their forefathers, 


In 
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(49) 
In the month of October the reſolutions were paſſed® in the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, and the London Core 


reſponding Society, relatiye to the Convention at Edinburgh, 
which have been already taken notice of. | 


The Society for Conſtitutional Information at Sheffield in- 
ſert, in a letter to the London Conſtitutional Society, the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter, which was ſent to the Convens 
tion at Edinburgh ; 


„That it would have given this ſociety the moſt heartfelt ſa- 
«& tisfaction to have had a delegation preſent at their approachs 
© ing Convention, had we received timely notice of their 
cc wiſhes that it ſhould be ſo; but it unfortunately happens, 
« that all the gentlemen belonging to the Society, which it 
«© would choole for ſo important a buſineſs, are ſo previouſly 
« engaged in affairs which they cannot poſſibly poſtpone in 
« ſo thort an interval, that it is not in our power to comply 
« with their requiſition on the preſent occaſion. | 


« This Society are alſo of opinion, that to give ſuch + 
ce meaſure its /u1/ effed?, it would be neceilary that the other 
& ſocieties in South Britain ſhould have communication 
cc with each other on the ſubje, and be able to aſcertain 
« that deputations would be ſent from, at leaſt, a majori 
cc of the ſocieties in this part of the kingdom. And, to 
cc eyince that we ſhould be happy to unite our efforts with 
cc their's in one firm and ſettled plan, we aſſure them, that 
cc if they think proper to fix another meeting in Fanuary or 
« February, or any other time which mar be more agreeable, 
« and give us immediate-notice thereof, and that they with. 
6 to ſee. delegates from the ſeveral ſocieties in this part of 
ce the kingdom, we will write to all thoſe we are in correſ- 
« pondence with, to get ſuch a delegation as may be truly 
reſpectable and important.“ | | 


In a letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Leeds, dated 
5th November, 1793, to the Society tor Conſtitutional In- 


Aa 
E 


formation in London, is the following paragraph : 


ce It is with great ſatisfaction we read your letter, and 
« approve of your having elected your delegates to fſeryg 


* Appendix C. | 

+ Appendix E. Sheffield, 1ſt Nov. 1793. 

1 Appendix E. Leeds, 5th Nov. 1793. 
H * « upon 


1 
te upon ſuch a laudable undertaking; but, if you meant for 
the Leeds Society to adopt the ſame meaſures, ſhall be 
« glad if you will anſwer this immediately; as we are not 
ce acquainted with the Time of their fitting, we fear our 
c delegates will be too late.“ | 


| 5 
A letter from the Society of Birmingham to the London 
Conſtitutional Society“ ſtates, that they had received a 
letter from the Conſtitutional Society, which had obtained 
the approbation of every member preſent, and that they 
would at all times concur with the Conſtitutional Society in 
any meaſure that may have a tendency to haſten the return 
of departed liberty; that the object of the miſſion of dele- 


gates to the Scotch Convention is a meaſure upon which depends 


the regeneration of Britain from a ſlate of ſlavery to a ſlate of 
Freedom and happineſs; and that the Society at Birmingham 
have only to regret, that, at preſent, their ability will not 
allow them to co-operate with the Conſtitutional Society, 
by ſending a delegate to the Convention at Edinburgh; and 
this they itate to be one of the calamities of the war, 


The Society at Coventry tranſmit to the London Conſti- 
tutional Society, the copy of a reſolution of the 28th Octo- 
ber, 1793, relative to the election of delegates, commu- 
nicating their approbation of a meaſure which they con- 
ceive peculiarly calculated to accelerate the acquiſition of the 
object propoſed, 37g 


THE PROCEEDINGS of the Convention, which aſ- 
Tembled at Edinburgh in the cloſe of 1793, appear to your 
Committee to have been of ſuch importance, and to throw 
ſo much light upon the ſubject of this part of the Report, 
that it has been thought neceſſary to give a connected ac- 
count of them in this place, with references to extracts 
from the minutes of that Aſſembly inſerted in the Appendix; 
and, in order to render this account more complete, it may 
be neceſſary ſhortly to recur to the proceedings of two other 
meetings which had taken place at Edinburgh at an earlier 
period, | : 

A number of perſons, ſtiling themſelves a General Con- 
vention of Delegates from the Societies of the Friends of 


* Appendix E. Birmingham, 6th Nov. 1193, ; 
+ Appendix E. Coyentry, 19th Nov, 1793, 


4 Appendix F. 
s the 


I 
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19 


+ 3, 
the People throughout Scotland, appear, from the papers 
laid before the Committee, to have aſſembled at Edinburgh 
on the 11th of December, 1792, for the purpoſe, as they 
alledged, of concerting meaſures for obtaining a redreſs of 
grievances, and for reſtoring the freedom of election, and an 
equal repreſentation of the people in Parliament. — This 
meeting was compoſed of a number of perſons aſſembled from 
different parts of Scotland, and delegated by the various 
clubs and ſocieties which had lately been eſtabliſhed in that 
country under the name of The Friends of the People, — 
They amounted to about 170, amongſt whom were ſome per- 
ſons of a higher ſituation and rank in lite, moſt of whom, 
however, afterwards diſcontinued their attendance. —Skirving 
ſince convicted and tranſported by ſentence of the Court of 
Juſticiary, acted as their ſecretary, and continued uniformly- 
to aCt in that capacity, | 


After ſitting a few days, this Convention appears to have 
adjourned to the end of April, 1793, when they again afſem- 
bled, though not in ſuch numbers as before, Skirving ſtill 
officiating as their ſecretary, and correſponding with all the 
Societies in Scotland, and ſeveral in England, on the ſub- 
ject of a reform in Parliament. This Convention ſeparated 
in four days, and appointed their next meeting to take place 
at Edinburgh on the 29th of October following. | 


About the time when the firſt convention ſeparated, in 
April, 1793, a correſpondence ſeems to have commenced 
between Skirving (the Secretary) and various ſocieties in 
England; and the ſyſtem of uniting all theſe ſocieties in 
Great Britain and Ireland, in common meaſures, appears to 
have been regularly acted upon. From a variety of letters 
found in 'the poſition of Skirving when apprehended at 
Edinburgh on the 5th December, 1793, it appears, that he 
correſponded, as ſecretary of the Scotch Convention, with 
the following ſocieties: | 


The Society for Conſtitutional Information, Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, London; 

The London Correſponding Society; L | 

The Society of the Friends of the People, Free Maſons 


Tavern, London; | 


The Sheffield Conſtitutional Society ; 
Leeds Conſtitutional Society; 


H 2 Notting; 
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Nottingham Society for promoting a Parliamentary Re. 
form; and F n 8 | 
A Society at Norwich, 


The correſpondence with the Sheffield Conſtitutional 
Society commences in April, 1793. | | 


Three letters from their ſecretary were found in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Skirving, to whom they are addreſſed. 


The firſt of theſe, incloſing a copy of the petition then 
about to be preſented to the Houſe of Commons—The 
ſecond, incloſing a ſet of reſolutions againſt the war, which 
the ſecretary tranſmits, with a requeſt that they ſhould be 
adopted by all the ſocieties in Great Britain—And the 
third, dated the 275th of May, after acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of a letter of the roth of that month from Skirving,* 
communicating to the Sheffield Society the proceedings of 
the Convention at Edinburgh, which ſeparated in April, 
approves of its proceedings, and ſtates an addreſs made by 
their late preſident to the Sheffield Society, which, after 
complaining of the late rejection of the Sheffield petition in 
the Houſe of Commons, declares, that a reform in Parlia- 
ment can never be brought about but by the powerful interpgſition 


of the great body of the people, 


The Society of Leeds begin their correſpondence with 


| Skirving, by a letter of the 29th of May, Jae, by deſiring 
f 


Fraternal communication With the Society of Edinburgh, re- 


queſting its aſſiſtance and inſtruction, and that though their 


numbers are few, not exceeding 200, they are men, and de- 
termined to inſtruct their neighbours in their common in- 


tereſt. 


On the 18th May, 1793, the Friends of the People, 
Free Maſons Tavern, London, paſſed a vote of thanks to the 
Convention which had taken place the beginning of that 
year, for their zeal and activity in the cauſe of parliimen- 


tary reform, and recommended a continuance of the ſame 


ſpirit, induſtry, and temper, during the receſs of Parliament. 
This vote appears to have been tranſmitted to Skirving in 
a letter from the fecretary, & which requeſts, that the vote of 


* Vide Appendix F, No. I. + Vide Appendix F. No. 2. 
T Vide Appendix F. No. 3. isch May, 1793. Vide Appen- 
dix b. No. 4. | 
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thanks might be communicated to the various ſocieties in 


Scotland. 


he 23d of July, the ſecretary of the Friends of the 


People wrote another letter to Skirving“ (apparently in 
anſwer to a letter from him on the ſubject) in which are 
the following paſſages “ the plan of delegates would be 


cc 
cc 
c«c 
cc 


very improper in this country at preſent. A very ſmall 
part of it indeed would be active for reform. If ſuch a 
meeting is attempted, it will operate, like many raſh ſteps 
of ſome who wiſh well to the cauſe, much to its diſad- 


« vantage.“ 


Another letter, dated the 29th of October, from the 


ſecretary of the Friends of the People in London, addreſſed 
alſo to Skirving,+ acknowledges the receipt of ſeveral copies 
of the trials of Muir and Palmer, which he ſays he wilt 


bind up with the trial of Paine, and recommends to the 


Scottiſh Convention to avoid the violence which has done 
miſchiet to the cauſe of reform in England, 


The correſpondence of the London Correonding Society 


with Skirving, previous to May, 1793, does not appear; 
but a letter of the 1th of this Month, from the ſecretary 
to Skirving, which has been already referred to, ſolicits 


a 


renewal of correſpondence, and more intimate co-ope- 


ration. 


To this an anſwer was returned by Skirving, dated 25th 


May, 1793, which has alſo been before referred to, and has 
the following remarkable paſſages : 


If we ſought only the extirpation of one ſet of intereſted 


40 
4 
cc 
«c 
60 
60 
6 
= 
cc 
cc 


66 


men from the management of national affairs, that place 
might be given to another ſet, without affecting the vitals of 
the Jy/iem adverſe to reform, this might be eafily accom- 
pliſhed; but to cut up wide and deep rooted prejudices, to 
give effectual energy to the dictates of truth in favour of 
public virtue and national proſperity, in oppoſition to ſelf 
and all its intereſted habits, and to withſtand and over-awe 
the final efforts of the powers of darkneſs, is the work of 
the whole. and not of a part: —a work to which mankind, 
till this awful period, were never adequate; becaule never, 
till now, diipoſed to fraternize. 


* 23d fuly, 1793. Vide Appendix F. No. g. 
1 29th Oct. 1793. Vide Appendix F. No. 6, 
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& Let us begin in earneſt to make up our minds relative to 
te the extent of reform which we ought to ſeek, be prepared to 
& juſtify it, and to controvert objections. Let us model the 
« whole in the public mind. Let us provide every take and ſtay 


C of the tabernacle which we would ere ; ſo that when the 


<< tabernacles of oppreſſion in the palaces of ambition are broken 
cc down, under the madneſs and folly of their ſupporters, we 
& may then, without anarchy and all dangerous delay, erect at 
& once our tabernacle of righteouſneſs. | = 


On the 5th of October the Secretary of the London Correſ- 
ponding -Society again writes to Skirving,* highly approving of 
the idea of a Convention, and expreſſing his belief that the 
London Correſponding Society will ſend delegates to it : 
« Our freedom, as you juſtly obſerve, depends entirely on 
6 ourſelves, and upon our availing ourſelves of this opportu- 
ce nity, which once loſt may not be ſo ſoon recovered,” 


On the 8th of November, f he again writes to the delegates 
Margarot and Gerrald, then at Edinburgh, informing them of 
what had been doing in the ſociety ſince their departure; and 
requeſts to be favoured with the number of delegates in the 
« Convention, and the number from England alſo, and how 
&« the civil and military power reliſhes your meeting.“ ; 


On the 29th of November, x he again writes to them, ſtating 


that the General Committee “ are highly pleaſed with the pro- 


e poſed union with our northern brethren ; and beg you will 
« uſe every exertion in your power to eſtabliſh that deſirable - 
« union upon a firm and permanent baſis. It gives us great 
ce pleaſure and encouragement to hear that the ſpirit of liberty 
ce 1s ſo flouriſhing in the north; and are happy to inform you 
« that the ſame noble ſpirit is making a rapid progreſs in the 
c ſouth.” - „ | | 


The inſtructions from the Correſponding Society to Marga. 
rot and Gerrald, dated the 24th of October, 1793, ſigned by 
their chairman and ſecretary, were alſo found in the poſſeſſion 
of Skirving. They conſiſt of nine different articles. By article 
iſt, the delegate is inſtructed, that “ he ſhall on no account 
« depart from the original object and principles of this 


* Vide Appendix E. 5th October, 1793. 
+ Sth Nov. 1793. Vide Appendix F. No. 7. 
1 29th Nov. 1793. ; 


& ſociety, 


* 
te ſociety, namely, the obtaining annual parliaments, and 
« univerſal ſuffrage, by rational and lawful means: 


« 24, To ſupport the opinion that repreſentatives in Par- 
“ liament ought to be paid by their conſtituents, 


« 7th. That it is the duty of the people to reſiſt any act of 
« Parliament repugnant to the original principles of the con- 
ce ſtitution, as would be every attempt to prohibit aſſociations 
„for the purpoſe of reform.” 5 


The inſtructions by the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- ; 


tion to their delegates were alſo found in the poſſeſſion of Skir- 
ving; the purport of which have been already ſtated in the 
former Report of the Committee, 


There was likewiſe found in the poſſeſſion of Skirving,“ a 
letter from the ſecretary of the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, 
addreſſed «© to the members of the Scotch Convention, and 
which is inſerted at full length in the appendix. 


From the papers produced to the Committee it appears, that 
this Convention did accordingly aſſemble at Edinburgh on the 
28th of October laſt, to the number of about 150 perſons 
and after ſitting four days, in the hope of being joined by the 


delegates from England, they ſeparated, in the apprehenſion that 


the Engliſh delegates did not mean to attend. Iwo days after- 
wards Margarot and Gerrald, with two other perſons, one of 
them a delegate from the London Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, and the other a delegate from Sheffield, arrived 
in Edinburgh. Skirving immediately called together a new 
Convention, to meet upon the 19th of November: and in an 
advertiſement inſerted in the newſpaper, called the Edinburgh 
Gazetteer, f and by hand bills, ſtrongly urged the neceſſity 
of the delegates throughout Scotland attending to this meeting. 


About the 4th or 5th of November, Meſſrs. Hamilton 
Rowan and Butler, members of the ſociety of United Iriſh. 
men of Dublin, arrived at Edinburgh from Ireland, though 
with no immediate commiſſion on this buſineſs ; but during the 
week they remained in that place, they, with the Engliſn de- 
Jegates, attended the meeting of the General Committee of the 
Convention, in which it was agreed to receive theſe two gen- 


* 18th Nov. 1793. f Appendix F. No. 8. 
| 1 Appendix F. No. 9s i : 
1 n tlemen 


tion as long as it continued to meet. 
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tlemen as delegates for the Society of United Iriſhmen. Mr. 
Hamilton Rowan appears to have acknowledged, by voluntary 
declaration before the ſheriff of Edinburgh, that he had been ſo- 
ticited by letter from Scotland, on the ſubje& of ſending dele- 
gates from the Society of United Iriſhmen, to attend the Scotch 
Convention ; but he declined mentioning the names of the per- 
fon or perſons who had ſo correſponded with him. 


This Convention accordingly met on the 19th of Novem-. 
ber, to the number of about one hundred and fiziy, and rather 
2 greater proportion of country delegates than before. Rowan 
and Butler were by this time returned to Treland ; but the 
Engliſh delegates remained, and regularly attended the Coven» 


o 


During the three firſt days the Convention appears, from 
its minutes, to have chiefly employed itſelf on matters of form; 


but having on the 22d November, 1793, changed its title to 


that of © the Britiſh Convention of Delegates of the People, 
« aſſociated to obtain univerſal ſuffrage and annual Parliaments,” 
they, in almoſt every particular, aflumed the {tile and mode of 
proceeding adopted by the National Convention of France. 
They divided themſelves into ſections, committees of organiza- 
tion, inſtructions, finance, and ſecrecy; denominated their 


meetings ſittings ; granted honours of ſittings; made honou- 


rabhle mention in their minutes of patriotic donations; entered 
their minutes as made in the firſt year of the Britiſh Conven- 
tion; inſtituted primary focieties ; provincial aſſemblies and 
departments; received from their ſections a variety of motions 
and reports—fome of which have the. words “ Vive la Con- 
vention” prefixed to them, and end with ““ ca ira”—and fome 
« dated Fi year of the Britiſh Convention, one and indiviſible,” 


Having at laſt, on the 28th of November, with peculiar ſo- 
lemnity, paſſed a reſolution, which neceſſarily attraQted the 
attention of the Jaw officers of the crown, the ringleaders, with 
all their papers, were ſeized, early on the morning of the 5th 
of December, and carried before the proper magiſtrate for 
examination. The reſolution alluded to, and which appears 
from the minutes (extracts from which are ſtated in the appen- 
dix) to have been the ſubject of frequent and deliberate conſide- 
ration, was deemed by the Convention as not expedient to be 
inſerted immediately in its proper place, The inſertion of it 
appears to have been, poitponed tall the cloſe of the Convention, 
and a blank was left for that purpoſe in the minutes. The 

| motion, 
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motion, wich the reſolutions founded thereon, was diſcovered 
amongſt the papers of the delegate from the Society for Con- 
{titutional Information in London, and is of the following 


tenor: 


© Reſolved, that the following declaration and reſolu- 
tions be inſerted at the end of our minutes; viz. 

«© That this Convention, conſidering the calamitous 
conſequences of any act of the legiſlature which may 


tend to deprive the whole or any part of the people of 


their undoubted right to meet, either by themſelves or 


by delegation, to diſcuſs any matter relative to their 


common intereſt, whether of a public or private na- 
ture, and holding the ſame to be totally inconſiſtent 
with the -.fir{t principles and ſafety of ſociety, and alfo 
ſubverſive of our known and acknowledged conſtitu- 
tional liberties, do hereby declare, before God and the 
world, that we ſhall follow the wholeſome example of 
former times, by paying no regard to any act which 
ſhall militate againſt the conſtitution of our country, 
and ſhall continue to aſſemble and conſider of the beſt 
means by which we can accompliſh a real repreſentation 
of the people, and annual election, until compelled to 
deſiſt by ſuperior force. 

6 And we do reſolve, That the firſt notice given for the 
introduction of a Convention Bill, or any bill of a 


ſimilar tendency to that paſſed in Ireland in the laſt ſef- 


ſion of their Parliament. | 

«© Or any bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
Act, or the act for preventing wrongous impriſon- 
ment, and againſt undue delays in trial in North 
Britain ; | 8 | 

« Or in caſe of an invaſion; or the admiflion of 
any foreign troops whatſoever into Great Britain or 
Ireland ; | NN | 

« All or any one- of theſe calamitous circumſtances, 
{hall be a ſignal to the ſeveral delegates to repair to 
ſuch place as the Secret Committee of this Convention 
ſhall appoint ; and the firſt ſeven members ſhall have 
power to declare the fittings permanent, ſhall conititute 
a Convention, and twenty-one proceed to huſineſs; 

«© The Convention doth therefore reſolve, that each de- 
legate, immediately on his return home, do convene 
his conſtituents, and explain to them the neceſſity of 


electing a delegate or delegates, and of eſtabliſhing a 
I £ « fund, 
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& fund, without delay, againſt any of theſe emergencies, for 
« his or their expence ; and that they do inſtruct the ſaid 
c delegate or delegates to hold themſelves in readineſs at 
cc one hour's warning. 


Theſe reſolutions appear, from the minutes, to have been 
immediately followed up by the appointment of a ſecret com- 
mittee, whoſe powers and mode of proceeding are preciſely 


and diſtinctly marked out in the minutes of the Convention. 


It is proper farther to ſtate, that on the 4th of December, the 


day preceding the arreſt df the ringleaders, when they probably 


had either received information, or had ſuſpected from their 
own conduct that meaſures were to be taken againſt them, 
the Convention, on the motion of Margarot, pnanimoully 
reſolved, 


e That the moment of any illegal Ae on of the Yet: 
« tiſh Convention ſhall be conſidered as a ſummons to the de- 
<< legates to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the 


* Convention of Emergency by the ſecret committee; and 


c and that the ſecret committee be inſtructed, without delay, 
10 proceed to fix the place of meeting. 


Upon the evening of the 5th of December, the Convention 
met, notwithſtanding the arreſt of their leading members on 
the morning of that day, and proceeded inſtantly to declare 
themſelves permanent, and to meet in ſpite of the magiſtrates ; 
but were prevented from proceeding further by the unexpected 
appearance of the magiſtrates, to whoſe authority they refuſc 
to ſubmit, until the provoſt of the city ſeized the Sheffield 
delegate, their preſident, and compelled him to leave the 
chair. They again met on the evening of the 6th of De- 
cember, in a houſe in the ſuburbs of the city, and were pro- 
ceeding with the ſame violence as on the preceding evening 
when the ſheriff of the county interrupted and diſperſed them. 
Since this period no public meeting has been held ; but they 
have continued to meet privately and in different ſocieties, and 
appear {till to carry on a ſecret correſpondence with yarious parts 
of England and Scotland. An abſtract of the minutes of this 
Convention,* and of the moſt material motions and pro- 
ceedings held amongſt theſe perſons, and three letters to the 
Secretary of the Correſponding SoCicty, are ſubjoined in the 
Appendix to this Report. 


Appendix F. No, 10, 11, 12 and 13. 
4 : SYBSE- 


L 


it 


46593) 
SUBSEQUENT to the diſperſion of the Scotch Convention, 


the. plan for calling another convention in England became 
the immediate object of the two ſocieties in London. An ac- 


count of their proceedings for this purpoſe has already been 


laid before the Houſe in the former Report ; but in order to 
give a more connnected view of the whole ſubject, your 
Committee have inſerted, in order of time, in the Appendix, 
the ſame procecdings to which they have already referred. 
Your Committee having obſerved, that the variation between 
the entry on the books of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, of the 11th of April 1794, and the entry of the 
Report received the ſame day, from the joint committee of 
the two ſocieties, is likely to be relied on, as tending to ſhew, 
that the Society for Conititutional Information did not concur 
with their committee In the deſign of aſſembling a pretended 
general convention of the people, have inſerted at full length 
in the Appendix, all that appears in the books of the Conſti- 
tutional Society on that ſubject.“ They have alſo thought it 
right to inſert the account given of this tranſaction, in the 
examination of Mr. Thompſon, a member of this Houſe, to 
which they refer. f 


In purſuance of the plan which * have adopted, the 


Commis: tee have next inſerted ſuch correſpondence and . 


ceedings of the ſocieties in the country, as have paſſed ſi 


the diſperſion of the convention at Edinburgh, with relation 
to the meaſures to be taken in conſequence of that event, and 
to their concurrence in the deſign, formed in London, for al- 
ſembling another convention in England. 


At a general meeting of delegates held at Norwich, it was 
unanimouſly reſolved, that one or more delegates ſhall be ſent 
to the next general convention, as ſoon as called for by their 
London correſpondents. 


In a letter F to the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
Society from the Norwich Societies, they deſire to know 
whether the of the People conſent to a convention, 


* Appendix c. 6th Dec. 1793. 10th, 24th, Jan. 21ſt, 28th Mar. n, | 


11th April, and gth May, 1794. 
+ Examination of Mr. Thompſon, Appendix G. 
Appendix H. Norwich, 24th Feb. 1794. 
9. N H. 29th April, 1794. 
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and whether they will take an active part,—** Many of ou 
cc friends are fully convinced of the neceſſity, legality, and ra- 


ce tionality of a convention; but quere whether the time be ex+ 
cc pedient? 


Same perſons, who deſcribe themſelves as friends to a radical 
reform, write from Newcaſtle upon Tyne * to the Secretary 
of the Correſponding Society, that they dare aſſert the natural 
and unalienable rights of man, and have formed themſelves 
into ſocieties, which meet weekly, admitting none but known 
Friends, and have aſſumed no name but that of newſpaper com- 
panies.— They were in great ſpirits while the Britiſh Convention 
continued to act; but after their ſuppreſſion a damp was caſt 
on the whole.—Subſcriptions were ready to be ſent off the 
very night they were ſupprelſed. —They with to copy the ex- 
ample of the London Correſponding Society, and to know 
their views and intentions as ſoon as convenient ; and de- 
firing to be favoured with the correſpondence of that Society 
—they conclude by expreſſing a hope, „that the hydra of 
« tyranny and impoſition may ſoon fall under the guillotine 
4 truth and reaſon.” The Correſponding Society return an an- 
ſwer, in which they exhort the ſociety at Newcaſtle to be aſſured 


«that the glorious reign of liberty and equality will, ere long, be 


eſtabliſhed, and modern governments, with every appendage of 
wickedneſs and corruption, will flee from their genial influence. 
They complain of the rapid advances of deſpotiſm in Great 
Britain, and expreſs their readineſs cordially to unite with every 
ſociety in the three kingdoms, who have for their object a full 
and effectual repreſentation of the people; they therefore have 
deputed fix of their members to meet fix members of the So- 
ciety for Conſtitutional Information, to form a committee of 
correſpondence and co-operation.—“ This committee meets 
regularly twice a week, and any member delegated by your 
& ſociety will meet with every information required. We 
% incleſe you a few of our reſolutions, entered into at our 
& general meeting on the 14th of April, which will be ſuffici- 
« ently explanatory of our ſentiments and views, We hear- 
„ tily concur with you in wiſhing, that the hydra of tyranny 
e and impoſition may ſoon fall under the guillotine of truth 
« and reaſon.” 


* 


* Appendix H. Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 1ſt May, 1794. 
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A letter * to the Secretary of the London Correſponding 


Society, from the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society at 


Sheffield, gives an account of a mecting at Halifax. The 


friends of peace and reform at Halifax held a general public 
meeting in the open air, on April 21ſt, 1794, at which were 
many triends from Leeds, Wakefield, Huddersfield, Bradford, 
and the adjacent neighbourhood. —The friends of freedom, 
after the meeting, agreed to hold a general meeting of dele- 
gates, in order to conſider of the meaſures to be adopted by them 
preparatory 16 a general convention, — The people of Halifax 
were adviſed by the ſociety at Sheffield, to defer the mecting of 
delegates until further information from the London Correſponding 
Society on that ſubject; and for that reaſon application was 
made to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, 
requeſting as early intelligence as poſſible on that important 
bulineſs. | 


The ſociety f at Briſtol applaud the reſolution of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society for forming another general conven- 
ticn, and ſtate, that their increaſing numbers give them every 
reaſonable hope of ſoon being able more effectually to co-ope- 
rate with that ſociety they deſire a ſketch of the plan re- 
ſpecting the general convention. In the anſwer of the London 
Correſponding Society it is ſtated, that a printed circular letter 
from them has been determined upon, of which the ſociety 
at Briſtol may expect a copy in a few days. — This refers to 
the circular letter for calling a convention, inſerted by your com- 
mittee in their former Report. | 


Your Committee have thought it right in this place to call 
the attention of the Houſe to the proceedings of a meeting 
held at Sheffield on the 7th of April, 1794, which form a 
very material part of theſe tranſactions; although it does not 
appear, that at that meeting any reſolution was paſſed expreſ- 
ſing an intention to ſend delegates to the intended convention. 


Theſe proceedings conſiſt of an addreſs to the King; an 


_ addreſs to the nation; certain reſolutions; and ſpeeches 


(printed together with them, and) delivered on the ſame day 
by a perſon calling himfelf Henry Yorke, —The title is as 
follows: | | 


Appendix H. Halifax, 13th May, 1794. 
T Appendix H. Briſtol, 4th April, 1794. . 
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te Proceedings of the public meeting held at Shef: 
<« field in the open air, on the 7th of April, 1794; 
ce and alſo, an Addreſs to the Britith Nation, 
ce being An Expoſition of the Motives which 
ce have determined the People of Sheffield 20 pe- 
« titzon the Houſe of Commons no more on the ſub- 
« ject of Parliamentary Reform.” 


In the courſe of theſe proceedings it was moved, “ That 
* a peritzon be preſented to the Houſe of Commons for a re. 
56 form in the repreſentation of the people in Parliament :' 
but ſo marked was the diſapprobation given by the whole 
meeting to this meaſure, that not one ſingle perſon ſeconded 
the motion, but a moſt profound ſilence; interrupted only by a 


few murmurs, was obſerved. 


An account is afterwards given of one of Yorke's ſpeeches; 
in which, after ſpeaking of general Hillorys there is the fol- 


Towing paſſage : 


« Tt muſt be granted that this experience is important, 


d becauſe it teaches the ſuffering nations of the preſent day 
| c in what manner to prepare their combuſtible ingredients, and 
1247 75,4 humaniſts in what manner en#;ndle them, fo as to pro- 


« duce with effect that grand political exploſion, which at the 
« fame time that it buries deſpotiſm, already convulſive and 
« agonizing, in ruins, may raiſe up the people to the dignity 


« and ſublime grandeur of freedom. 


« When ſuch a revolution of ſentiment ſhall have diſperſed 
ce the miſts of prejudice ; when, by the inceſſant thunderings 


c from the preſs, the meaneſt cottager of our country ſhall 
© be enlightened, and the ſun of reaſon ſhall ſhine in its fulleſt 


« meridian over us, then the commanding voice of the whole 
6 people ſhall recommend the five hundred and fiſty-cight gentle 
« men in St. Stephcn's Chapel to go about their bu! neſs,” 


The reſolutions adopted at the meeting were : 


« 1ſt, That the people being the true and only ſource of 
« government, the treedom of {peaking and writing upon any 
© ſubject cannot be denied to the members of a free govern- 
«© ment, without offering the groſſeſt inſult to the majeſty of 
« me people.” 

& 2d. That therefore the condemnation of Citizens Muir, 
« Palmer, Skirving. Margarot, and Gerrald, to o tranſportation, 

| for 
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for expoſing the corruptions of the Britiſh Government, 
was an act better ſuited to the maxims of a — than a 
free government. 

e 42d. That the addreſs which has now been read be pre- 
ſented to the King, in behalt of the above perſecuted pa- 
44 triots. 

« ith That in every country where the people have no ſhare 
« jn their government, taxation is tyr anny. 

„ 5th. That therefore a government is tyrannical, or free, 
in proportion as the people are equally or ynequally repre- 
« ſented. 

th. Convinced of this truth, it is the opinion of this meeting 
c that the people ought to demand as. a righi, and not petition 
« as a favour, for univerſal repreſentation. 

« 7th. That therefore we will petition the Houſe of Commons 


ce no more on this ſubject. 3 


And laſtly, (after agreeing to a petition to the King, re- 
ſpecting negro ſlavery, and paſſing ſeveral reſolutions on that 


ſubject) * That the committee of the Sheffield Conſtitutional 


£c Society be deſired to ſee that the above reſolutions be carried 
« into effect; and that they prepare an addreſs to the Britiſh 
Nation, explanatory of the motiyes which have induced this 
F meeting to adopt the reſolution of no more petitioning the 
5 Houle of Commons on the ſubject of reform.“ 


The following paſſages are extracted from this addreſs, 


« Friends and Countrymen, | 
« We have this day decided, with the exception of only 


* one diſſentient voice, that the Houſe of Commons ſhall | 


c never again be petitioned by us on the ſubject of parlia- 
te mentary reſorm.” 

The addreſs then recites the words of the petition of the 8th 
of April, 1793, [ That the Houſe of Commons is not, in 
< the jult ſenſe of the words, what your petitioners are from 
„ form obliged to term it, viz. the Commons of Great Bri- 
6 tain in Parliament aſſembled ;' '] and then proceeds, in dif- 
ferent paſſages, as follows: | 

« Our petition was received with the utmoſt indignation 
« by the Houſe of Commons, which was no more than we 
56 expected. — 

« And although our petition was diſdainfully rejected, be- 
& cauſe not couched in language ſufficiently polite and re- 


** ſpecttul tor the five hundred and fifty-erght gentlemen who fit 
ff at 
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« at the Houſe of Commons; yet, believe us, Fellow Ci, 
„ tizens, we are ſtill of opinion, that the matter it contain- 
« ed was not only juſt and proper, but we think that even the 
& language which gave ſo much offence to. the honourable gen- 
c ' tlemen, was much too polite and too moderate for us, For if the 
„ Houſe of Commons were the real repreſentatives of the peo- 
c ple, we certainly had a right to didate, and not to petition, 
„ becauſe they could be conſidered in no other light than as the 
« organs of the public will; and if they refuſed to obey that 
| „ will, they would be uſurpers, and not repreſentatives. — 
1 However the petition, ſuch as it was, being termed dif- 
. « reſpectful, was thrown out by a majority of 79, there being 
+. 0 only who voted for its being received, and 108 who voted 
1 & againlt it.— 
i Such imperious treatment rather gives warning than ſtrikes 
1 * terror. 
li „We ſaid to the Houſe of Commons, we are wronged and 
14 % aggrieved: Mill you right us, and redreſs our grievances, or 
1 « will you not ? 1f you will, we ſhall be ſatisfied ; if you will 
a « not, we fhall feek redreſs ſome other way. Ibis is the ſole 
| — queſtion with us; and we put it, as we thought, in a moſt be- 

| « coming /lile to the Houſe of Commons. But our petition being 
„„ ſcouted, we ſhall trouble them no more with our coarſe and un- 
11 & mannerly language,” It will be our duty to proceed, as we 
: 7 4 have uniformly done hitherto, in enlightening the public 
|? « mind; and when a complete revolution of ſentiment ſhall take 
Wt © © place {as will ſhortly be the cafe) in our country, we ſhall 
% open our mouths zn that key we think moſt agreeable to our- 
oh ſelves.” And cur voice, together with that of our disfran- 
ce cchifcd count. 3 will reſemble, perhaps, i the thunderings from 
„% Hount Sinai!“ 

& 7hoſe who . a right to Jpeak in a difatorial tone, diſ- 
& grace themſelves by petitionins. — 
«« Theſe eſſential principles are both BY and comprehen- 

** five. Ontheſe we build our right to repreſentation, and re- 
&& neunce the idea of future petitions. By theſe maxims, we 
find that every Engliſhman is free; and that in the election of 
« a ſupreme magiſtrate, or in the delegation of legiſlative powers, 
* he concedes his actions to a certain ſuperintendance, for the 
5 expreſs purp-ſe of preventing liberty from vaulting over its 
„ limits, and introducing a ſyſtem of univerſal violence, injury, 
or licentiouſneſs. And although either of the/e two delegated 
$ peers be ſufficient to keep any individual to his duty, or to 
5 controul every aſſociation in the community, yet they are 
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* and are amenable to that ſociety, either in an afſembly of the 
& nation, or in a deputation farmed for that pur poſe.— . 

„ Atis of Parliament, unleſs ſanctioned by the approving 
c“ voice of the whole community, or their repreſentatives, axe 


« othing leſs than arbitrary edicts under different names, and 


ee bear a ſtrong reſemblance to the reſcripts of the emperors, or 
ce the cn of the Vatican. Dy ET” 

« What is the conſtitution t6 us, if we are nothing to 11? 
And what is any government but tyranny, in which the peo- 
<< ple have no ſhare? The conſtitution of Britain, indeed, is 
« highly extolled, as. the greateſt effort of humangwiſdom ; ſo 
& is the conſtitution of Turkey at Conſtantinople : but theſe 
* are prejudices; and the long tyranny of prejudice is verging 
& to a ſpeedy termination.— „„ 
Les, Countrymen, we demand equality of rights, in 
« which is included equality of repreſentation ; without which 
&« terror is law, and the obligations of juſtice are weakened, 
« becauſe unſanctioned by the ſacred voice of the people. We 
«« are not ſpeaking of that viſionary equality of property, the 
practical aſſertion of which would deſolate the world, and re- 
e plunge it into the darkeſt and wildeſt barbariſm; but that 
equality we claim is to make the ſlave a man, the man a ci- 
e tizen, and the citizen an integral part of the ſtate ; zo make 
«© him a joint ſovereign, and not a ſubjeft.” 


EN 


The reaſon which induced the meeting at Sheffield to omit 
any reſolutions upon the ſubject of the intended convention, 
have been diſtinctly ſtated, by two perſons who had been ſecre- 
taries to the Conſtitutional Society in that town. 

From their examination it appears, that a number of printed 
circular letters had been received at Sheffield from the Secretary 
to the London Correſponding Society, relative to a convention, 
and that the Sheffield Society objected to the calling it at this 
time, but had no objection to the meaſure itſelf; that it was 
their opinion that the Britiſh Convention at Edinburgh ought 
to have ſecured the confidence of the people by a public addreſs 
to the nation, before they had ventured 7 as a permanent 
body; and that the addreſs from Sheffield to the nation, con- 
taining a recommendation that no more petitions ſhould be pre- 


ſented to parliament, was intended to prepare the people for a 
convention. | 


While theſe proceedings were taking place in different parts 
of England, with a view to a general convention, it appears 
from 
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from the information contained in the letters from the Secretary 
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of State, which have been already referred to, that meaſures of 
a ſimilar tendency were carrying on with great activity, and to 
a great-extent, in Scotland. The appointment of delegates to 
attend a convention to be aſſembled at ſome place in England at 
an early period, ſeems to have been very generally recommended 
by the committee at Edinburgh. . f 
The naming the place was for the preſent omitted, but it was 
promiſed to be ſhortly announced through the ſecret committee, 
in the ſame manner as appears from the circular letter of the 
London Correſponding Society (inſerted in the former Report) 
to have been intended in this part of the kingdom; and the in- 
vitation to appoint delegates appears to have been circulated by 
the ſame emiſſaries who were employed by the committee at 
Edinburgh for the purpoſe of promoting the plan of arming 


CE . 


thoſe with whom they were in correſpondence. 


FROM a review of theſe proceedings, it indiſputably ap- 
pears that the immediate and oſtenſible object profeſſed to be 
aimed at by the meaſures which have been related (if ſtated 
within the narroweſt limits) was that of effecting no leſs funda- 
mental a change in the frame of the Houſe of Commons, than 
the introduction of univerſal ſuffrage in the election of it, and 
rendering the period of the election annual; that through the 
whole courſe of the correſpondence which has been carried on, 
and the concert which has been formed by different ſocieties for 
this purpoſe, no idea has for a long time been pointed at, -of 
obtaining this change by any application to parliament that on 
the contrary, any ſuch idea has been ſpecifically and pointedly 
diſclaimed, recently by the formal, and in ſome inſtances 
public, reſolutions of the ſocieties in London, and many of 
thoſe in the country, and repeatedly, and from an early period, 
in the private correſpondence, either of the ſocieties, or of their 
leading members. It has been expreſsly laid down, that more 
effectual means than petitions mult be tried. The expreſs ob- 
ject ſtated in the reſolutions for calling the propoſed general 
convention of the people, or general meeting of the friends of 
liberty (under whichever of thoſe names it is to be deſcribed) 
was to conſider of the means of obtaining a full and equal re- 
preſentation, not of the thing to be obtained, but of the means 
of obtaining it, and this ſubſequent to the declarations laſt men- 
tioned, that more effectual means than petitions mult be tried. 
Theſe more effectual means could, in the very nature of the 
1 thing, 


R wid a TS. FOE A  ; Ts . AY pad — JG | _ jan op 4 


„ I a. tw OA 


1.2 
thing, conſiſt of but one of two poſſible alternatives, either in- 
troducing this change in the frame of one branch of the legiſe 


lature, by ſome other authority than that of the legiſlature itſelf, 


or bringing that legiſlature, either by force or intimidation, 
againſt its will, to lend its authority to that purpoſe, 


Accordingly, the mildeſt terms in which, for a long time, 
the parties to this meaſure have deſcribed the mode by which 
they eee. to attain their ends, have pointed at ſo extending 
and diffuſing theſe ſocieties, and eſtabliſhing ſuch an union and 
concert among them, as might ſpread their principles and opi- 
nions through every part of the country, and produce a deelara- 
tion of the collective ſenſe of the people, in ſuch a manner, as 
to overcome all reſiſtance, | 


But on many other occaſions, and more openly of late, the 
language adopted has pointed more diſtinctly at the uſe of open 
force; at the ſpecific object of actually aſſembling a pretended 
national convention; at the neceſlity of preparing courageouſly 
for the STRUGGLE, which they muſt expe& before thoſe 
who were adverſe to their meaſures would yield to them; and 
at obtaining the redreſs which they profeſs to ſeek, not from 

arliament, or from the executive government, but FROM 

HEMSELVES, and from THEIR OWN STRENGTH 
AND VALOUR, from their own laws, and not from the 
laws of thoſe whom they term their plunderers, enemies, and 
oppreſſors : and when the language to this effect, repeatedly and 
deliberately uſed on ſo many occaſions, and in fo many quar- 
ters, is combined with the means lately employed for providing 
an armed force, and with the other projects of violence and 
open attack on different branches of the exiſting authority, 
which have appeared to be in the contemplation of ſome of the 
parties in theſe meaſures, it is impoſſible not to conclude, that 
it was by ſuch means, by their own ſtrength and numbers, by 
open force, defying and either overawing or ſuperſeding the 


authority of the legiſlature, that (in the extravagance of their 


imagination) they had formed the hope of accompliſhing their 
daring and deſperate deſigns. | 


But, extravagant and enormous as this project is, even on 
this ſtatement, it appears to your Committee to be by no means 
confined even within theſe limits. The attempt to obtain a 
change in one branch of the legiſlature by force or terror, againſt 
the will of the whole, does indeed of itſelf include, if ſucceſs- 
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ful, at leaſt a temporary ſuſpenſion of all the exiſting powers of 
| K 2 


govern- 


(68) 


entire deſtruction of the conſtitution. But from the whole te- 


ſuch an attempt, but that the principles on which it was founded, 
and the mode by which it-was intended to be executed, obviouſly 
and neceſſarily tended to ſuch a reſult. The principles on 


the Houſe: of Commons, thus modelled, in poſſeſſion, toge- 
ther with the Crown and the Houſe of Lords, of their for- 
mer legiſlative authority, or the Crown in: poſſeſſion of its for- 
mer executive power ; but, while they led to an alteration in 
the frame of the Houſe of Commons, they equally led, if carried 
to their natural extent, to the extinCtion and deſtruction of the 
other two branches of the legiſlature. | 


4A propoſition ſo extravagant may at firſt. be difficult to be 
credited; but it appears to the Committee to be diſtinctly pro- 


H¼fſelves; from a conſideration of the ſyſtem as actually carried 
into effect in France, and propoſed as a model by thoſe who 
y were the chief actors in theſe proceedings in this country; and, 
by repeated declarations or acts, which either directly, or by 
neceſlary inference, point at the deſtruction of hereditary mo- 
narchy, hereditary nobility, and every diſtinction of orders and 


. 


ranks in ſociety. . 


OUR COMMITTEE have ſtated to the Houſe in their, 
former Report, that ſubſequent to the ſteps taken for the appre- 
* henſion of the perſons ſuſpected of being concerned in the de- 

| {ign which has been the ſubje& of this Report, ſtrong indica- 
tions had appeared of a diſpoſition to concert the means of re- 
fiſting ſuch meaſures as might be adopted for preventing the ac- 
cCompliſhment of the deſign itſelf, or for bringing the authors 
ith! or abettors of it to puniſhment, 


1 It appears to your Committee, that immediately after the 
apprehenſion of ſeveral of the leading members of the London 
Correſponding Society, a committee was appointed, under the 
title of a committee of emergency, for the expreſs purpoſe of 

counteracting the ſteps which had been taken by the executive 
government to check the further progreſs of the ſyſtem which 
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government, and could hardly be ſuppoſed to ſtop ffiort of an 


nor of the ſyſtem which has been acted upon, it is apparent 
that this was not merely the poſſible or probable conſequence of 


which the ſuppoſed right of univerſal ſuffrage was founded were 
not ſuch as led merely to the ſingle act of altering to that extent 
the frame of the Houſe of Commons, and afterwards leaving 


ved, from an examination of the nature of the principles them- 


( & ) 
has been detailed in this Report. Tt alſo appears, that it hay 
been made matter of deliberation, in the diviſions of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, whether in the preſent exigency 
they ſhould proceed to addreſs the King, to petition Parliament, 
or to make an appeal to the nation at large; the latter propoſi- 
tion was adopted; and, in conſequence of that deciſion, a paper 
has been printed and publiſhed under the name of the London 
Correſponding Society, and which your Committee has every 
reaſon to believe to be authentic : this paper contains the fol- 
lowing palſages; viz. © That we intended to call a convention 


« is a truth, which needed neither general warrants, armed 


« metfengers, or ſecret committees to diſcover, ſince it was 
accompanied by a reſolution, to make that intention known, 
« by 200,000 printed copies of that day's proceedings. But the 
« purport aſcribed to that convention, viz. the aſſuming legiſla- 
tive power, is a groundleſs falſehood :—the ſole intent was 
« to deviſe means of attaining a complete repreſentative body, 


on the principles of univerſal ſuffrage, equal perſonal repre- 


« ſentation, and annual election; and whenever, or however, 
« ſuch a body can be obtained, 'it will not be in the power of 
„all the placemen and penſioners in St. Stephen's Chapel to 
& diſpute its legiſlative authority, We are aware that in theſe 


& times of conſtitutional bigotry, the laſt ſentence may ſound 


«4 unpleaſantly to many, who do not deſerve to be confidered as 
% enemies to liberty: we therefore, wiſh it to be clearly under- 
« ſtood, that we ſpeak of a repreſentative body of the whole 
% nation, and not of any particular part or deſcription of men; 
* and as the divine right of kingy is not at this time directly aſ- 


« ſerted(at leaſt in thiscountry) by any but the moſt extremely ig- 


H norant, we think it ought to follow, as a natural conſequence, 
„that the people are the only legitimate ſource of authority; and 
e it appears to us, that the vain attempt to draw a medium be- 


« tween theſe opinions has produced endleſs abſurdities and 


« contradictions, to the diſgrace of our records and law books. 
Among theſe the moſt conſpicuous is called, The Abdication 
« of James the Second, which phraſe (coined for that purpoſe) 
e may be either underſtood to mean his expiMon by popular au- 
« thority, or his voluntary reſignation ; if the former, it ſanctions 
© the doctrine which we have advanced; if the latter, we ſcruple 
« not to call it a national lie. To the honour of Scotland, 
e their parliament explicitly declared him baniſhed by authority 
& of the people. But, Citizens, let us explain the truth: the 
« expulſion. of James the Second, and the eſtabliſhment of Wil- 
6 liam the Third, though doubtleſs agreeable to the general 
*« wiſhes of the people, was not, in point of form, an att of the 

_ — em 


. — —— ———— 2 — 


— 
r 


— 4 — nr!!! , Ol” ES” AR ; — — r — — —_— 8 5 


| C m3 
* people. It was the act of a number of perſons, calling them. 


“ ſelves a convention, but not regularly authorized by popular 
c deli gation, and conſequently Falling under the deſcription of a 


© faction; and this not merely in zh:ory, but in fact, for their 


4 unwillingneſs to acknowledge the r:ghiful power of the people 


© was the reaſon of their adopting the inexplicable phraſe 


* above-mentioned, 
6 The providing arms is another charge, on which we wiſh 

& to ſpeak with caution ; left in aſſerting, which we do—that 
& it is totally falſe—we ſhould be underſtoood to admit, that if 
£ it had been true, it would have proved criminality. 
„We freely acknowledge, that ſome of our members have 
ce applied themſelves to the knowledge of arms; and, far from 
te deſiring to make a ſecret of this circumſtance, we with their 
* example was fo/lowed by the whole nation. We then need not 
« fear invaſton, either from Frenchmen, Heſſians, or Hano- 
* verians : nor ſhould wecaſily be alarined by the mock diſco- 
« very of plots which never exiſted, 

We are perfectly convinced of the propriety of our opi- 
* nions reſpecting the rights of the N to have arms, and 10 
* repulate their conſtitution. | 

lt may be expected that we ſhould not conclude without 
© exhorting the aſſociated friends of freedom to an ative per ſex 
* verance in the object of their aſſaciation, but, judging from 
* the conduct of our own members, we are happy 1 m declaring 
£ that we think no ſuch exhortation neceſſary,” 


From theſe paſſages it appears, that ſince the apprehenſion of 
their leading members, and the meaſures which have been lately 
taken in parliament on the ſubject of their deſigns, the London 
Correſponding Society have openly avowed. their intention to 
call a convention, for the purpoſe of dev ing means to attain a 
complete repreſentative body, on the principles of annual elec- 
tion and of univerſal ſuffrage, without any reference whatever 
to Parliament, and (as far as can be collected from their own 
interpretation 'of the phraſes which they have uſed to deſcribe 
the Houſe of Cohmons) with the further intention of arro- 
gating to the body conſtituted .according to the manner to be 
preſcribed by fuch a gonventingy the whole legiſlative autho- 
rity of the nation. 


It appears alſo that the London Correſponding Society admit 
that ſome of their members have applied themſelves to the 
knowledge of arms; and although they deny having provided 
arms, they deſire not to be underſtood as admitting that if it 


had 


* 
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had been true it would have proved criminality ; and they aſſert 


the propriety of their opinion reſpecting the rights of the people 
to have arms, and to regulate their conſtitution. 


And this open avowal of the deſign of calling a convention, 
and of the fact of having applied themſelves to the uſe of arms, 
is accompanied with a declaration of their determined purpoſe 
to perſevere, with activity, in the objects of their aſſociation; 
objects which have been already ſufficiently explained to the 


Houſe by reference to the acts of the ſociety, and to the profeſ- 


ſed principles of its leading members. 


IF the circumſtances which have been ſtated in this Report 
appear to the Houſe in the ſame view in which, on the moſt 
attentive conſideration, they have appeared to your Committee, 


it is ſcarcely neceſſary to ſlate any collateral matter in order to 


ſatisfy the Houſe how much the peace, ſafety, and happineſs 


of the country. mult have been affected by the farther progreſs of 


the meaſures which have been ſtated, | 


ut if any thing were wanting to add to this impreſſion, it 


would ariſe from the recolleRion, that the incitement to inter- 


nal commotions in other countries is the moſt diſtinguiſhing. 


feature, both of the declared principles and of the uniform prac- 
tice of France under their preſent ſyſtem, and that in the public 
acts of thoſe exerciſing the powers of government in that 
country, an intention of invading theſe kingdoms, founded on 
the idea of receiving ſupport and aſſiſtance within the country, 
has been openly avowed. The caſe does not, however, reſt 
here. It has come under the obſervation of your Committee, 
that recent meaſures have been actually taken by the ruling 
powers in France for endeavouring to aſcertain, both in Great 


Britain and Ireland, the degree of co-operation and aſſiſtance 


which they might expect in any attempt of this nature. 


This communication does not appear, from any evidence be- 
fore the Committee, to have any immediate connection with 
the ſocieties, whoſe proceedings have been the ſubject of this 
Report; but the connection with their general objects is ſuffi- 
ciently evident, both from the nature of the thing, and from 


the particulars which have been ſtated in the courſe of the Re- 


part, 


It 


r 
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3 
It is not immaterial to add, that in Ireland theſe communi. 
cations appear to have been directly addreſſed to a perſon acting 
in concert with the ſocieties here, one of their honorary mem. 


bers, and who has taken an active part in the courſe of the pro. 
ceedings to which your Committee have referred. 


YOUR COMMITTEE have, for obvious reaſons, omit- 
ted to annex to their Report the evidence of particular witneſſes, 
by whom the facts above ſtated are ſupported ; and, for the 
ſame reaſons, they have ſtudiouſly forborne to mention the 
names of perſons and places in all caſes in which they could be 
omitted with a proper attention to the general object of their 
inquiry, and to the information which the Houſe has a right to 
expect upon ſo important a fubject. t 


it to 


def Appendix 


SECOND REPORT 


COMMITTEE OF SECRECY. 


/ 


— 


i 
f 


"APPENDIX, 


Appendix, A. (No. 1.) 


PapER diftributed amongſt the Fencibles. 
Friends and Brethren, | 
T is with the greateſt pleaſure that your Countrymen are informed, 
that ſuch is your attachment and love to hem, and to your Native 
Country, that you manfully and firmly reſolve not to leave it upon any 
terms contrary to thoſe upon which you were at firſt engaged. Your 
Countrymen love you, and their hearts would be as much wounded to 
part with you, as your's would be to be ſeparated from th m. They well 
know that they are ſafe under the protection of their Fathers, their Sons, 
their Brothers in arms, and they neither wiſh nor defire any other De- 
fenders. They hope and believe that your hearts are filled with the 
ſame ſentiments. 5 

The great maſs of the PEOPLE from amongſt whom you have been 
inliſted, have been repreſented to you as your enemies, — Believe not the 
aſſertion. They have been taught to conſider you as foes; but they do 
not fear finding friends amongſt their brethren. „„ 

Their Cauſe and your's is the ſame:— They are poor, but they have 
honeſt hearts; hearts which ſympathize in your cauſe: they look for the 
ſame friendſhip and the ſame ſympathy in you. 1 | 

They rejoice to hear, that you are 1 * daily more convinced of 
the great Truth, that the LAW ought to be the ſame to the Highlander 
and to Lowlander, to the rich and to the poor, and that no man can be 
compelled to take up arms, by any authority what/oener, unleſs bis own 
tnclinations prompt him to do ſo. | | Re: 3 

This truth has been hithe rtocarefully concealed from you, but it is 
not the leſs certain. The will of your laird, cannot WITHOUT your 
OWN CONSENT, ſeparate you from your families and friends, al- 
though many of you may have experienced the exertions of ſuch a 
power, however unjuſt, and however contrary to LAW. 5 

We reſpect and admire that principle which induces you, (though ne- 
ceſſity has compelled you to take up arms) till to perſiſt in remaining to 
defend your friends at home, and not to quit a country which holds 


pledged ſo dear. Tse ed 
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When YOU are gone, where is their defence? they may be either 
left without protection, or may ſoon ſee theircountry overrun by Fox EI 
Txoores, ſuch as in time paſt have already ſhed the blood of your an- 
ceſtors without provocation and without remorſe, and who would feel 


perhaps as little compunction in ſhedding hrs. 


Prepared for every deed of horror, theſe foreign mercenaries may 
wiolate the cbaſtity of your Wives, your Siſters, and your Daughters, 
and when defire is ſatiated, cruclty may reſume its place in their hearts, as 
experience has too well and too fatally ſhewn, and Friends, Parents, 
Children, Brothers, may be involved in one common flaughter. 

The cruel Maſſacre of GLENCOE cannot yet be forgotten; are there 
not amongſt you, whoſe forefathers periſhed there ?—T heir hearts 
throbbing with kindneſs and hoſpitality were pierced with the daggers of 
their treacherous gueſts, and the feaſt prepared by the hand of unſuſ- 
pecting friendſhi;), was cloſed with a ſceue of blood !—Such is the re- 
turn tor kindneſs and hoſpitality !—Such the protection which your 
families have to expect]!!! | _ 

How will they then look around in vain for your protecting care, when 
perhaps you are fighting at a diſtance in a foreign land? But they hope 
| you, will not forſake them. — Stay, Oh ſtay, and defend your families 
and your friends! 1 | 

FOR THAT PURPOSE ALONE YOU WERE ENLISTED.— 
They are ready to come forward for you in the vindication of your 
Rights, | ; 

Thouſands join in the ſame ſentiments with you and ardently wiſh for 
your continuance amongſt them. The circumftances which might re- 
quire you to quit your country have not yet taken place. No Invaſion has 
yet happened you cannot be compelled to go Leave not your country 
Aſſert your independence V our countrymen will look up to 50 as their 
protectors and guardians, and will m -heir turn lift up their arms to pro- 
tect and aſſiſt you.— 1 | 


DUNDEE, Azrxis 12th, 1794- 


Appendix A. (No. 2.) 
To the Landholders of the County of Perth. 


Gentlemen, 


Obſerving an Advertiſement in the Edinburgh Newſpapers requiring 
you to meet here on the 11th Current to take into Conſideration a Plan 
of the Executive Government for the Internal Defence of the Country, 
we, a Number of the Inhabitants of Perth and Neighbourhood, coiiſiſt- 
ing of upwards of Three hundred effective Men, deeply impreſſed with 
the Dangers which threaten the Nation, and animated with that Patriot - 
ifm which proclaims to the World that the Safety of the People is the 
ſupreme Law, make a voluntary Offer of our Services to aſſiſt in protect- 
ing the Liberties of the People from any Incroachments, either from 

hoſtile Invaders, or more dangerous internal Foes, pledging ourſelves on 
the one Hand to reſiſt every Attempt to invade private property, and on 
the other to cruſh and ſubdue every unlawful Combination of the Rich 
againſt the Poor; and being ſenſible that the Protection of the 2 
5 By —kEL, 
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| Liberties is a Truſt of ſuch Importance that it ought to be committed ts 


thoſe only who are capable of diſcerning the eternal J aws of Juſtice, and 
of feeling and acting according to the Force of Principle, we pledge our- 
ſelves that none but true Men, , anſwering to this Deſcription, thail be 
allowed to enter our Band; becauſe, independent of the palpable Abſur- 
dity of committing our Defence to Criminals, we diſdain the mean Shift 
of crimping, and ſweeping priſons, © 
It is on the foregoing Principles that we offer our Services to the 
County, on the following Terms, as a Body of Infantry Troops: 

Firit, We conſider theſe Principles as the beſt Security for preſerving 
Order; and as Military Law mult be very diſagreeable, and is wholly 
unneceſſary to Men of our peaceful Habits of Life, we therefore require 
that every Offence ſhall be tried by a Jury choſen from among ourſelves. 

Second, As we are for the moſt Part ſettled in Buſineſs, or have Fami- 
lies of our own, we muſt therefore expreſsly ſtipulate, that unleſs an 
Invaſion ſhall take place in a neighbouring Part of the Country, we ſhall 


not be carried our of the County without our own Conſent, declared by 
a Council choſen by ourſelves, and held for that Purpoſe. 


Third, We require to have the ſole Power of choofing our own Officers 
from among ourſelves, and of caſhiering, and placing them in the Ranks, 
at every Moath's End, if neceſſary. 

Fourth, We require that the County, or Government, ſhall furniſh us 
with Arms and Mniitary Stores, together with every other Equipment 


neceſſary for the Purpoſes of Defence. 


On the other Hand, we engage to find Serjeants in our own Body, 
qualified to train and diſcipline the Men, and ſhall require no Pay, un- 
leſs called out to actual Service. 

This Plan we confider as greatly preferable to that of raiſing Troops 
of Cavalry as propoſed in ſome Counties, for the following Reaſons : 

Furſt, That the Horſes being taken from the, Purpoſes of Agriculture 
muſt be very hurtful to the Country. | 

Second, Cavalry are extremely expenſive; and in Addition to, the 
preſent enormous Burden of foreign Troops, together with our own, 
will fall heavy on Government. 

Third, They will require Six or Nine Months to train them; whereas 
we engage to be ready in Four Weeks from the Time we are embodied, 
for actual Service. 8 

Fourth, Without an adequate Body of Infantry, Cavalry are wholly 
incapable to repel an Invaſion, and are only fit for purſuing a flying 
Enemy, or running down an unarmed Multitude. 

Fifth, We engage, when properly trained, to beat off double our own 
Number of the belt Cavalry that can be brought againſt us. 

We alſo promiſe to double or triple our Number, upon a Day's No 
tice being given, if thought neceſſary. 7 | 

The Committee are inſtructed, by a General Meeting of the Volun- 
teers, to adhere to their former Principles, which are exactly the ſame 
as preſented to the General of the Landholders. 

(Signed) Robert Henderſon, Shoemaker, 
Matthew Calderwood, Ditto. 
r ohnſton, Weaver. 
David Smith, Ditto. 
: 33 Hakitoun, Ditto. 
| | obert Sands, Ditto, 
Andrew Pitkethly, Shoemaker. 


——— — 
8 oo 8 0 2 
Tt , 4 
— 


— 
n 
— — n - 
* 96110 * 
- CR OCT I ng WHOS) PP Gm © 
z n — — . 
— _ 


— — —ä4J64 
—— — 2 e or OS Fi. on 
* 25 %"%; of 375564 

— 84 8 
2 — : Yeah, — $490 TY 


4 þ 
F 
ln 


* APPENDIX A. (No. 2.) 

. 

Minutes af General Meeting, 11th April 1794. : 

The Prefes produced a Letter which had been handed to him, fighed 
by Robert Henderſon, Robert Sands, Matthew Calderwood, David 
Smith, Andrew Pitkethly, and Thomas Smith, relative to an Offer of 
their Services, and of others who had previouſly preſented an unſigned 
Petition to the Meeting (but which had been withdrawn) for the internal 
Defence of the Country : Which Letter being read, the Meeting remit 
to the Committee appointed for carrying into Execution the Reſolutions 


of this var, » relative to the raiſing of Two or more Troops of Fen- 
- Cible Cavalry for the internal Defence of the County. 


Copy Letter referred to in Minutes of 11th April 1794. 


To the Preſident of the Meeting of Landholders of the County of Perth, 
prelenily aſſenibled in the Sheriff Court Room. 
Preſident, 
We ſent in a Number of e me into Court to be preſerited by Co- 
Jonel Erſkine, which we underſtand are thrown out becauſe they have no 
Signatures affixed : We are deputed by theſe Perſons, who offer their 
Services, and are ready to appear in open Court to give every Satisfac- 
tion reſpecting the Matter; we therefore requeſt that you will bring for- 
ward the Propoſals, and we ſhall be ready to wait on you when called 
upon. Prefident, we are yours. (Signed) Robert Henderſon, Robert 
Sands, Matthew Calderwood, David Smith, Andrew Pitkethly, Thomas 
Smith. | 
P. S. The Deputation is in Mr. Murray's, at the Back of the Jail. 

Half paſt Five o'Clock, P. M. PR 


Minutes of Committee, 12th April 1794. 


The Committee having examined the Letter which was referred to 
their Conſideration by the General Meeting Yeſterday; which Letter has 
a Reference to a previous Petition r to the Meeting of Yeſterday, 
but atterwards withdrawn, they find it impoſſible to deliberate on that 
Subject at preſent, neither having the original Petition, nor any Plan 
reſpecting the Mode of internal Defence pointed out by the Petitioners, 
before them; they therefore deſire Mr. Paton to deliver a Copy of this 
Sixth Reſolution of the Committee to the Petitioners, ſo as they may 
tranſmit their original Petition, and may communicate any Plan which 
they have to offer relative to the internal Defence of the Country, which 
will be paid due Attention to by the Committee at their next Meeting. 


(COPY.) 
Minutes of Committee, 25th April 1794. 


The Committee again conſidered the Letter ſigned by Six Perſons, and 
received the original Petition there referred to, with an Addition fince 
made to it, and the Subſcription of Seven Individuals adhibited thereto; 
and were informed by theſe Perſons that the Reſolutions contained in the 


original Petition were agreed to at a Meeting, called by means of a 


printed Hand Bill paſted up in the Streets of Perth, aud held on the 
: 8 North 


r 
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North Inch laſt Wedneſday Evening; at which Meeting they were alſo 


informed that the ſame Perſons reſolved on preſenting a Petition to His 
Majeſty in Behalf of Muir, Gerrald, and the other Perſons who have 
lately been ſentenced to be tranſported for the Crime of Sedition ; the 
Committee are of Opinion that Zea ldiſplayed by Individuals, in offering 
their Services to defend their Country againſt the unjuſt Aggreſſion of the 
cruel and rapacious foreign Enemies we are now engaged in War with, is 
commendable in them as Britiſh Subjects, warmly attached to their 


King, and to our glorious and happy Conſtitution : But, after conſiders - 


ing the Plan ſuggeſted, they are of Opinion that it is liable to ſuch Ob- 
jections that they cannot give it any Countenance or Support ; but they 
beg to recommend to thole Individuals now tendering their Services for 
the Purpoſe of repelling the meditated Attacks of the inhuman, ferocious, 
and irreligious Rulers of that unhappy and devoted Country, France, 
either to make an offer of their Services individually to the Officers of 
the Perthſhire Fencible Cavalry, or, if they prefer being a Corps of In- 
fantry, to inliſt into ſome of the Regiments of Foot now raiſing. Th 


alſo beg to inform the Individuals who have thus profeſſed their At- 


tachment to the County, that it will be expected they will uſe their beſt 
Endeavours, by avoiding all tumultuous Meetings, to preſerve good 
Order in the Town of Perth and its Vicinity. 
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Sce. London Correſponding Society to Norwich Conflitutional Society. 


| London, 17th Oct. 1793. 
Fellow Citizens, 
We have to acknowledge at once, your favours of the 3d September, 
and 14th inſtant. Multiplicity of buſineſs prevented my anſwering 


| your firſt; but will now inform you that the Spirit ſhewn in it gave 


great Satisfaction to our Society at large. The Rejoicings for the Caps 
ture of Valenciennes were not confined to Norwich alone. The Igno- 
rant every where elſe throughout the Nation betrayed their Imbecility 
on the Occaſion. But the taking of a Town, the ſlaughtering of 
Thouſands of Human Beings, the laying waſte whole Provinces, or the 
enſlaving a Nation (however great Evils they may be) can only retard 
for a ſmall Space of Time the Progreſs of Truth and Reaſon : —Be not 
diſheartened, therefore—purſue your Plan, inſtruct Mankind, and Con- 
ſtitutionally ſet your Faces againſt exiſting Abuſes : Be aſſured that many 
are our Friends, who only qvait a favourable Opportunity to openly join us, 
while our Enemies have much enfeebled themſelves and their Cauſe by 
their arbitrary Exertions. Deſpotiſm is at its laſt Graſp—One or Two 

Campaigns more will terminate its Exiſteuce. | 
We are glad to ſee that you begin to make a proper Uſe of Delegation : 
Where Bodies of Men are two numerous to be convened eaſily on every 
Occaſion, Delegation is the beſt, and indeed only Way to obtain the ge- 
neral opinion. Scotland, improving on the Idea, have not only ſum- 
moned their own Delegates, but alſo invite thoſe of every other Society 
to attend a kind of Convention, which is to be held at Edinburgh on the 
29th Inſtant. The incloſed Paper, which I, org to the communi- 
cating your Letter to our Committee (which will meet only a 
| I Make 
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make Haſte to tranſmit to you, will ſhew you that your Society is in, 
cluded in the general Invitation to ſend Delegates to that Meeting, 
which we exhort you to do, if you poſſibly can.— I firnily believe our 
Society will not miſs the Opportunity of doing the tame. 

We have juſt publiſhed a new Editon of The Engliſhman's Rights, 
or A Dialogue berween a Barriſter and a Juryman, being an excellent 
Work, publiſhed firſt by Sir John Hawles, Knight, Solicitor General to 
King William the Third. It is a Book that ought to be in the Poſſeſ. 
fon of every one, as it contains the Rig and Duties of a Furyman,— 
Send us Word if you can vend a certain Number of them in your 
Neighbourhood—we ſell them only Taree >hillings per Dozen, but the 
Retail Price is Four Pence apiecz. I am molt fincerely, my Fellow 
Citizens, and Brethren in a good Cauſe, your humble Servant. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding Saciety 
| to Norwich, | | 


London, January 11, 1794- 

Fellow Citizens, | . | 4 b 

I have juſt received a Letter from Citizen Margarot, at Edinburgh, 
with fome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where you will ſee that Citizen 
Skirving is found guilty, and ſentenced for Fourteen Years Tranſporta- 
tion to Botany Bay. Margarot's Trial cames next ; he meets it with 
great Firmneſs and Reſolution. I have no Time to make my Com- 
ments on the Proceedings, but think our Opponents are cutting their 
own Throats as faſt as they can—Now 1s the Time for us to do ſome. 
thing worthy of Men. The brave Defenders of Liberty South of the 
Engliſh Channel are performing Wonders, driving their Enemies before 
them like Chaff before the Whirlwind. Margarot tells me, that he has 
not Time to write to you juſt now, but he hopes to have Time very 
foon, when his Trial is over, and immured in a Priſon. The London 
Correſponding Society is to have a General Meeting and an Anniverſary 


Dinner, on Monday the 2oth Inftant at the Globe Tavern, Strand, 1 


have tent you ſome of Margarot's and Skirving's Indictment, with 
Two Copies of a Pamphlet on Brewing—he is a Member of our So- 
ciety, the Author; if you approve of it you may put it in Practice, and 
be a great Saving to many Families, alſo a Diminution of the Revenue, 


for every one brewing their own Beer pay no Duty for it. Excuſe 


Haſte. I ſtill remain, &c. 


(Signed) — — 
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Copy of 4 Letter from Mr. Margarot to the Norwich United Societies. | 
ppithead, the 1oth of March 1794. 
Worthy Friends, and Fellow Citizens, be i 


Our Stay here being longer than was at firſt expected, I avail myſelf 
of that Delay to acknowledge the Receipt of Twenty Pounds from your 
Society, which have been delivered to me by Thomas Hardy, our Secre- 

. | | | tary, 


W © Ty oy 
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tary, to whom you had remitted them, and who has been down here 
urpoſely to ſee me, and make ſome Arrangements for the future, but 


whoſe Buſineſs has called him back to London before any Thing could 


be ſettled between us.—At firſt he ſeemed to think that the Money was 
meant by you to be divided among the Four who are now ſuffering to- 
gether ; but, on my acquainting him that thoſe Gentlemen were in- 
finitely better off than myſelf in that Reſpect, inſomuch that they are 
continually receiving private Preſents, 8 


only (I much fear) to make a Party Affair of it, that he gave the Money 
to my own Diſpoſal, If, however, you meant otherwiſe, your Inten- 
tion ſhall be complied with immediately on its being made known to 
me—So much for Pecuniary Aﬀairs.——This Morning 10 Ships of War 
have left Spithead for the Channel, and it is here reported that the Breft 
Fleet is out : Rumour, always magnifying T hings, ſays there are 70 Sail of 
French at Sea; i ſo, there muſt be a Number of Tranſports among them, 
aud a Deſcent may probably be the Conſequence. —For God's Sake, my 
avorthy Friends, do not relax in the Cauſe of Freedom—Continue a you 
have begun— Conſolidate your own Societies —Unite with other; —Perſevere, 
and make no Doubt but ſooner or later your Endeavours will be crowned 
with Succeſs, I have alſo to thank you for the affectionate Addreſs I re- 
ceived from you. Be aſſured that my utmoſt Ambition will ever be to de- 
ſzrve , onr Confidence and your Eſteem, The Tide of Fortune, however 
\vouply it nay run againſt our Cauſe at preſent, may ſoon have a turn: 
The Eyes of Mankind will naturally open—when their Pockets empty, 
and their Blood ſpills, they will aſk each other, for whom are we thus 
facrificing ourſelves, and murdering others? What Advantage reſults to 
us from all this Expenditure and Slaughter? And by interfering in the 
Government of another Country, do we not ſet other Nations an Ex- 
ample to interfere with our own Government, and to model it as they 
think proper? Should they do ſo, Popery and Deſpotiſm muſt be 
our Lot—May Gracious Providence avert it; may we rather all to a 
Man be determined to live free or die! In my Exile nothing would 
zfi&t me fo much as to hear that my Country was enſlaved, and that my 
Countrymen hugged their Chains. I truſt however the National Spirit 
of Britons will prevent it, Adieu, my dear Friends; and ever re- 


member 
Your faithful 
M. MARGAROT. 


P. S. This Day a mock Debate concerning our Sentence is to take 
place in P 2 


Appendix C. 
Extracts from the Book containing the Proceedings of the Confli- 


tutional Society. 


AT a Meeting held at the Secretary's, Took's Court, Chancery Lane, 
Friday, 23d March, 1791 ; 
Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Thomas 
Paine for his moſt maſtery Book, intituled © The Rights of Man,” in 
T 1 Wt which 
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which not only the malevolent Sophiſtries of hireling Scribblers are de. 
tected and expoſed to merited Ridicule, but many of the moſt important 
and beneficial political Truths are ſtated, ſo irreſiſtibly convincing as to 
* the Acceleration of that not very diſtant Period when u in 
Borough Sellers, and profligate Borough Buyers, ſhall be deprived of 
what they impudently dare to call their Property the Choice of the Re. 
preſentatives of the People. hg 
The Conſtitutional Society cannot help expreſſing their Satis faction 
that ſo valuable a Publication has proceeded from a Member of that So- 
ciety; and they fincerely hope that the People of England will give 
that Attention to the Subjects diſcuſied in Mr. Faine's Treatiſe, which 
their manifeit Importance ſo juſtly deſerve. | by 
Reſolved, That the foregoing Reſolutions, and all future Proceedings 
of this Society, be regulariy tranſmitted by the Secretary to all our cor. 
reſponding Conſtitutional Societies in England, Scotland, and France, 
Reſolved, That the above Reſolutions be publiſhed in the Papers, 


At a Meeting, 1ſt April, 1791. | 
Reſolved, That the Reſolutions of this Society, recommending Paine's 
Fook, The Rights of Man,” and publiſhed in ſeveral of the Papers, | 
be re-publiſhed in the following; viz. General Evening, Morning Poſl, | 
World, Engliſh Chronicle, Sherborne, Leeds, York, Briſtol, Notting- 
ham, and Birmingham. | | 27 


| At a Meeting, 22d July, 1591. 
| Reſolved, That the Original and Tranſlation of an Addreſs commu- 
nicated by the Reverend Doctor Towers, from the Socie: y at Nantz, be 
entered on the Books of this Society, f 

I The Tranſlation is entered. = | | 


At a Meeting, 4th March, 1791. 


Read the following Letter from the Revolution Society at Norwich to a 
the London Society for Conſtitutional Information. Et as 

The Norwich Revolution Söciety wiſhes to open a Communication 
with you at this Time, when Corruption has acquired a Publicity 1n the 
Senate, which exacts from the Honour of the Britiſh Nation renewed 


Exertions for Parliamentary Reform. Without prejudging the probabie t 
Event of ſuch an Application to the Legiſlature, this Society is willing to { 
circulate the Information, and to co-operate in the Meaſures that may = 
ſeem beft adapted to further ſo defirable and ſo important an End. The ”= 


Society is willing to bope the Redreſs of every exiſting Grievance at the 
Hands of a Government reſulting from an extraordinary Conyocation 
in 1688, of all who had, at any preceding Time, been elected Reprer 


ſentatives of the People, affiſted by the Hereditary Counſellors of the T 
Nation, and a peculiar Deputation from the Metropolis; which Na- 10 
tional CONSTITUTING Aſſembly caſhiered for Miſconduct a King 0 
of the Houſe of Stuart. The Opinions and Principles of this Society \ 
are beſt explained by an Appeal to their literary Repreſentatives. To 
James Mackintoſh, Author of Vindiciz Gallicz, this Society offers the { 
ribute of its Approbation and Gratitude, for the Knowledge, the 5 
Lloquence, and Philoſophical Spirit with which he has explained, de- Y 
fended, and commented on the Revolution of France. It heſitates to aſſent . 
to this only of his Opinions, that . there are but Two Intereſts in 80. 5 


ciety, 


APPENDIX C. 
« ciety, thoſe of the Rich and thoſe of the Poor.” If fo, what Chance 
have the latter ? | 
Surely the Intereſts of all the Tnduſtrious, from the richeſt Merchant 
to the pooreſt Mechanic, are in every Community the ſame to leſſen 
the Numbers of the Unproductive, to whoſe Maintenance they contri- 
bute, and to do away ſuch Inſtitutions and Impoſts as abridge the Means 
of Maintenance, by refiſting the Demand for Labour, or by ſharing 
its Reward : As the Means moſt conducive to this comprehenſive End, 
the Nm Revolution Society deſires an equitable Repreſentation of 
the People. | | 
The Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine, and the Advice to the pri- 
vileged Orders, by Joel Barlow, have alſo been read with Attention, 
and circulated with Avidity. They point out with Clearneſs moſt of 
the Abuſes which have accumulated under the Britiſh Government ; 
they attack with Energy moſt of the Prejudices which have tended to 
perpetuate them. E243 | 
Internally our Society is thus organized: Any Perſon propoſed and 


ſeconded by a Member, is received, on paying an Admiſſion Fine, and 


obliging himſelf to an Annual Contribution towards the Purchaſe of 
Books for the Uſe of the Society, and for Circulation among the con- 
federated Clubs. The Members afſemble Twice, Monthly. A Com- 
mittee of Correſpondence is periodically elected by Ballot, to ſelect 
Books, and to conduct the other literary Buſineſs. A Committee of 
Twelve is periodically named by Acclamation, to attend ſeverally the 
Meetings of the various confederated Clubs, which are invited in like 
Manner to depute a Member to the Monthly Meetings of this. 

The Clubs are now Seven in Number, and more are expected to an- 
nounce their Adherence. The Norwich Revolution Society, propofing 
to extend this Form of Combination, recommends for Admiſſion into 
the London Society for Conſtitutional Information Twelve Perſons. 

Norwich, 26 April, 1792. 9 — 


At a Meeting, 16th March, 1792. 


The Chairman of the Society for Conſtitutional Information eſta» 
bliſhed at Mancheſter, having communicated to this Society their Re- 
ſolutions of "Thanks to Thomas Paine, for the Publication of his 
Second Part of the Rights of Man; combining Principle and Prac- 
tice,” | es | 


— 


Bull's Head Inn, Mancheſter, 13th March, 1792. 


At a Meeting of the Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society held this 
Day, it was unanimoutly reſolved, 

That the Thanks of this Society are due to Mr. Thomas Paine, for 
the Publication of his“ Second Part of the Rights of Man; combining 
Principle and Practice, a Work of the higheſt Importance to every 
Nation under Heaven, but particularly to this, as containing excellent 
and practicable Plans for an immediate and conſiderable Reduction of 
the Public Expenditure ; for the Prevention of Wars; for the Exten- 
ſion of our Manufactures and Commerce; for the Education of the 
Young; for the comfortable Support of the Aged; for the better 
Maintenance ot the Poor of every Deſcription ; and, finally, for leſ- 
ſening GREATLY, and WITHOUT DELAY, the enormous Load of 


Taxes under which this Country at preſent labours. | 
| M 2 — That 
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That this Society congratulate their Country at large on the Influ- 
ence which Mr. Paine's Publications appear to have had in procuring 
the Repeal of ſome oppreflive Taxes in the preſent Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment; and they hope that this Adoption of a {mall Part of Mr. Paine's 
Ideas will be followed by the moſt ſtrenuous Exertions to accompliſh a com- 
plete Reform in the preſent inadequate State of the Repreſentation of the 
People; and that the other great Plans of Public Benefit which Mr. 
Paine has ſo powerfully recommended, will be ſpeedily carried into 
Effect. 5 | 

Signed ——— Preſident, 
| | | Secretary. 
. Ordered, That the Secretary return to the Chairman of the Society 
at Mancheſter the Thanks of this Society for his Communication; at 
the ſame Time aſſuring him that this Society does heartily concur in the 
above Reſolution. 


Reſolved, That the above Reſolutions be publiſhed in the Papers. 


At a Meeting, 23d March, 1792. 


Reſolved, That the following be publiſhed in the Morning Chroni- 
cle, World, Poſt, Times, Argus, Engliſh" Chronicle, and General 


Evening. 


Society for Conſtitutional Information, London, March 2 3d, 1792. 


This Society having received the following and other Communications 


from ðheffield;“ viz. . 


Sheffield. 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, [14th March 1792. 
This Society, compoſed chiefly of the Manufacturers of Sheffield, 


began about Four Months ago, and is already increaſed to nearly TWO 


THOUSAND MEMBERS, and is daily increaſing, excluſive of the 
adjacent Towns and Villages, who are forming themſelves into ſimilar 
Societies. | 

Conſidering, as we do, that the Want of Knowledge and Informa. 
tion in the general Maſs of the People has expoſed them to numberleſs 
Impoſitions and Abuſes, the Exertions of this Society are directed to 
the Acquirement of uſeful Knowledge, and to ſpread the ſame as far as 
our Endeavours and Abilities can extend. | 

We declare that we have derived more true Knowledge from the Two 
Works of Mr. Thomas Paine, intituled ** Rights of Man,“ Part the 
Firſt and Second, than from any other Author or Subject. The Prac- 
tice as well as the Principle of Government is laid down in thoſe Works, iu 
a Manncr fo clear, and irre/iftidly convincing, that this Society do hereby 
reſolve to give their Thanks to Mr. Paine for his Two faid Publica- 
tions, intituled © Rights of Man,“ Part iſt and ad. Alſo, 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Thanks of this Society be given to 
Mr. Paine, for the affectionate Concern he has ſhewir in his Second 


Work in Behalf of the Poor, the Infant, and the Aged ; who, notwith- 
ſtanding the Opulence which bleſſes other Parts of the Community, are, 


by the grievous Weight of Taxes, rendered the miſerable Victims of 
Poverty and Wretchedneſs. | 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Society, diſdaining to be conſi- 
dered either of a Miniſterial or Oppoſition Party (Names of which we 


are 
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are tired, having been ſo often deceived by both) do ardently recom- 
mend it to all their Fellow Citizens, into whoſe Hands theſe Reſolutions 
may come, to confer ſeriouſly and calmly with each other on the Sub- 
ject alluded to, and to manifeſt to the World that the Spirit of true 
Liberty is a Spirit of Order; and that to obtain Juſtice it is conſiſtent 
that we be juſt ourſelves. 

Reſolved, unanimouſly, That theſe Reſolutions be printed, and that 
a Copy thereof be tranſmitted to the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion in London; requeſting their Approbation for Twelve of our Friends 
to be entered into their Society, for the Purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a Con- 
nection and a regular Communication with that, and all other ſimilar 
Societies in the Kingdom. | I 
By Order of the Committee. | | 

(Signed) | Chairman. 


& Ordered, That the Secretary do return the Thanks of this Society 
&© to the Society for Conſtitutional Information eſtabliſhed at Sheffield; 
“and that he expreſs to them with what Friendſhip and Affection this 
« Society embraces them as Brothers and Fellow Labourers in the ſame 
« Cauſe. That he do aſſure them of our entire Concurrence with 
„their Opinion, via. That the People of this country are not, as 
« Mr. Burke terms them, Swine, but rational Beings, better qualified 
to ſeparate Truth from Error than himſelf, poſſeſſing more Honeſty, 
“and leſs Craft. | 
 « Reſolved, That this Society will, on Friday next, March 31it, 
« ballot for the Twelve aſſociated Members recommended by the 
« Shctheld Committee, and approved at this Meeting.“ 
(Signed) 


Chairman. 


At a Meeting, 3oth March, 1792. 


The Twelve Gentlemen recommended by the Sheffield Society, were 
unanimouſly elected. 58 x 

Read a Letter, with encloſed Reſolutions, from the Secretary to the 
Correſponding Society, London. N 
| ; London Correſponding Society. 
% Reſolved, That every Individual has a Right to ſhare in the Go- 
2 of that Society of which he is a Member, unleſs incapa- 
“ citated. | | | | 

+ Reſolved, That nothing but Non-age, a Privation of Reaſon, or 
“ an Offence againſt the general Rules of Society can incapacitate 
* hi | < 

« Reſolved, That it is no leſs the Right than the Duty of every Ci- 
«© tizen to keep a watchful Eye on the Government of his Country, 
© that the Laws by being multiplied do not degenerate into Oppreſſion; 
« and that thoſe who are intruſted with the Government do not ſubſti- 
« tute private Intereſt for public Advantage. 

„ Reſolved, That the People of Great Britain are not properly re- 
« preſented in Parliament. 5 

„ Reſolved, That in conſequence of a partial, unequal, and inade- 
% quate Repreſentation, together with the corrupt Method in which 
« Repreſentatives are elected, oppreſſive Taxes, unjuſt Laws, Reſtric - 

* tions of Liberty, and waſting of the public Money, have enſued. 
| | | “ Reſolved, 
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© Reſolved, That the only Remedy to thoſe Evils is a fair and im- 
partial Repreſentation of the People in Parliament. | 5 
& Reſolved, That a fair and impartial Repreſentation can never take 
* place until partial Privileges are aboliſhed ; and the ſtrong Tempta- 
tions held out to Electors affords a preſumptive Proof that the Repre- 
1 jentatives of this Country ſeldom. procure a, Seat in Parliament from 
* the unbought Suffrages of a Free People. | | 
% Reſolvet!, That this Society do expreſs their Abhorrence of Tu- 
& mult and Violence; and that, as they aim at Reform, not Anarchy, 
« Reaſon, Firmneſs, and Unanimity be the only Arms they employ, 
« or perſuade their Fellow Citizens to exert againſt Abuſe of Power, 
« Ordered, That the Secretary of this Society do communicate the 
„ aforegoing to the Societies for Conſtitutional Information eſtabliſhed 
in London, Mancheſter, and Sheffield. 5 
„ By Order of the Committee. 6 
| (Signed) ———— Secretary,” 
% Reſolved, That the Secretary of this Society do expreſs to the 


* Correſponding Society the extreme Satisfaction which we have re- 


„ ceived by the above Communication; and to aſſure them of our 
„% Deſire to continue to correſpond and co-operate with them for the 
« Purpoſe of obtaining a fair Repreſentation of the People in Parha- 
„ ment.“ Ts | 
: At a Meeting, 2oth April, 1792. | 

A Declaration from a Society in Southwark was read ; and, | 

Reſolved, That the Thanks of the Society be given to the South- 
wark Society for the following Communication, and that it be pub- 
liſhed in the Papers. | 


At a Meeting at the Three Tuns Tavern, Southwark, April 19, 1792. 


Reſolved, That we do now form ourſelves into a Society for the Dif- 


fuſion of Political Knowledge. | ; 
Reſolved, That the Society be denominated The Friends of the 


People. 


Reſolved, That the following be the Declaration of this Society. 


Extract from Declaration. 
Conſidering that Ignorance, Forgetfulneſs, or Contempt of the 


Rights of Men, are the ſole Cauſes of Public Grievances, and the Cor- 


ruption of Government, this Society, formed for the Purpoſe of inveſ- 


tigating and aſſerting thoſe Rights, and of uniting our Efforts wit 


others of our Fellow Citizens for correcting National Abuſes, and re- 


firaining unneceſſary and exorbitant Taxation, do hereby declare 


iſt, That the great knd of Civil Society is general Happineſs. | 
2dly, That no Form vt Government is good any further than it ſe- 
cures that Object. | 3 
% iche That all Civil and Political Authority is derived from the 
eople. | 


4thly, That equal active Citizenſhip is the unalienable Right of all 


Men; Minors, Criminals, and inſane Perſons excepted. 


5thly, That the Exercile of that Right, in appointing an adequate 
Repreſentative Government, is the wiſeſt Device of Human Policy, and 
the only Security of National Freedom. 


- 


* 


| fimilar Societies for the ſame great Purpoſe; and we recommend a general 


Friends of the People aſſociated for Conſtitutional Reform, aſſembled at 


covered but by the Exertions and the Unanimity of the People them- 


APPENDIX C. 
Further Extract from ſame Paper. | 
We call upon our Fellow Citizens of all Deſcriptions to inſtitute 


Correſpondence with each other, and with the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation at London, as the beft Means of cementing the common Union, 
and of diretting with greater E nergy our united I Forts to the ſame common 
Objedts. | 9 5 
By Order of the Committee. 

(Signed) —— Secretary. 


| At a Meeting, 24th April, 1792. 
Reſolved, That every Society defiring an Union or Correſpondence 
with this, and which doth not profeſs any Principles deſtructive to Truth 
or Juſtice, or ſubverſive to the Liberties of our Country; but which 
on the contrary ſeeks, as we do, the Removal of Corruption from the 
Legiſlature, and Abuſes from the Government, ought to be, and we 
hope will be, embraced with the moſt Brotherly Affection and Patriotic 
Friendſhip by this Society. 


Read the following Letter, addreſſed to the Society called The 


Free Maſons Tavern. | 
Sir, 

By the Society for Conſtitutional Information T am commanded to ex- 
preſs to you the Satisfaction that its Members feel on the Inſtitution of 
your Society. rg | 
That the Houſe of Commons itſelf, which is the very Subject to be 
reformed, ſhould have furniſhed a Part of this Strength, may ultimately 
afford important Adyantages to the Public. But it muſt not, Sir, be 
diſguiſed, that at firſt this Circumſtance will neceſſarily be accompanied 
with Doubts, with Suſpicions, with Apprehenſions. It is not, Sir, the 
firſt Time that Numbers of that Houſe have profeſſed themſelves Re- 
formers? It is not the firſt Time that they have entered into popular 
Aﬀociations. But ſhould they, on this Occafion, prove faithfully in- 
ſtrumental in effecting a ſubſtantial Reform in the Repreſentation of the 
People, and the Duration of Parliaments, it will be the firſt Time that 
the Nation hath not found itſelf in an Error, when it placed Confidence 
jn aſſociated Members of Parliament, for the Recoveries of the Conſti- 
tutional and ineſtimable Rights of the People. The long-loſt Rights 
of Repreſentation, are Rights, Sir, which in Truth are not to be re- 
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ſelves. Impreſſed with this great Truth, it has been an invariable Ob- 
ject of this Society © to revive in the Minds of the Commonalty at 
„large a Knowledge of their loſt Rights, reſpecting the Election and 
« Duration of the Repreſentative Body” and we doubt not that your 
Society will ſee the Wiſdom of purſuing a like Courſe. May it taſte 
the Delight of diffuſing this Knowledge ; may it reap the Honour of 
calling forth the Energies of the Nation ! | | 

When this Society, Sir, contemplates that Flood of Light and Truth 
which, under a benign Providence, is now ſweeping from the Earth 
Deſpotiſm in all its Forms, and ag ogg of Rights in all its De- 


grees, to make Way for Freedom, Juſtice, Peace, aud Human 1 
neſs; 
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neſs; and when it ſees your Society announce itſelf to the World at 
the Friends of the People, it reſts aſſured that this new Inſtitution 


abundantly partakes of that Light, that it embraces that Truth, and it 


will act up to the Sacredneſs of that Friendſhip which it profeſſes, by 
nobly caſting from it, with Diſdain, all Ariſtocratic Reſerves, and fairly 
and honeſtly contending for the People's Rights in their full Extent. 
Here, Sir, be aſſured, lies all your Strength. You may boaſt of 
Names, of Wealth, of Talents, and even of Principles; but without 
the Fellowſhip of the People, underſtanding and feeling their immediate 
Intereſt in the Conteſt, your Aſſociation, whenever it grapples with 
that powerful Deſpotiſm to which it is oppoſed, and to which a Conſti- 
tutional Cloak gives double Strength, will moſt aſſuredly crumble ta 
Duſt. 8 | 5 
Here, Sir, it is with peculiar Satisfaction that the Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information can expreſs its Belief, that to its own unequivocal 
%% Declaration of Rights, without which no Englifhman can be a Free 
« Man, nor the Engliſh Nation Free People,” it owes that Confidence, 
on the Part of all true Friends to a ſubitantial Reform of Parliament, 
which, in all Periods of the Society's Exiſtence, it has invariably ex- 
erienced. | 5 | 
: This ſhort Declaration, containing no more than four diſtin Propo- 
fitions, ſatisfied the People that the Society aſſumed not the Office of 


Reformer, without knowing with Preciſion what wanted Reform; nor 
the Character of Friend, without manifeſting that Sincerity which gave 


Proof of its Attachment. It left to ſuch. Keformers as Mr. Burke to 
talk of the People's Liberties, and at the ſame time to deny or explain 
away their Rights. | . 

This Society, Sir, truſts, that the Purity of Principle which actuated 
individual Members of Parliament, who joined the Aſſociations that 


have been ſpoken of, will in no Degree be affected by the Obſervations 


that have been made upon the Inſufficiency of thoſe Aſſociations. But, 


convinced that a ſtrong Impreſſion ſtill remains upon the Minds of the 
People, that in general, Perſons who have long been accuſtomed to hold 


' Seats in the Houſe of Commons under the preſent Abuſes in the Re- 


preſentation, and whoſe Connections are all Ariſtocratic, muſt ho al- 


moſt more than Men, at once and completely to ſacrifice both Prejudice 


and unwarranted Power at the Altar of Freedom ;---this Society, con- 
vinced, I ſay, Sir, of the Exiſtence of this Impreſſion, would nat ſuffer 
its Delicacy to ſtand in the Way of its Duty on this important Occa- 
ſion; but determined, with the Frankneſs belonging to ſincere Aﬀec- 
tion, to warn its new Brethren againſt a Danger to which they might 
otherwiſe become expoſed through mere Inadvertency, _ 

That the diſtinguiſhed Perſons who have adarned the Senate, and 
now adorn your Society, may be found equal to the ſublime Efforts of 
Virtue which their Situation now demands, and may on that Account 
receive the Bleſſings of their Country and of Mankind to the lateſt Poſ- 
terity, is the ſincere, the ardent wifh of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information! In whoſe Name 1 have the Honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
with Fes Regard, &c. EY | 

Retolved, That the ſaid Letter be ſigned by the Chairman of this 
Nieeting, and ſent to the ſaid Society at the.r next General Meeting. 


APPENDIE e. 
At a Meeting, 4th May, 1792. 
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Read Letter from the Revolution Societies at Norwich, as follows: v; 


Copy of a Letter from the Chairman of the Norwich Revolution Society to. 

| 7 the Society for Conſtitutional Information. IM 

To the London Society for Conſtitutional Information. 

The Norwich Revolution Society wiſhes to open a Communication 
with you at tfiis Time, when Corruption has acquired a Publicity in 
the Senate, which exacts from the Honour of the Britiſh Nation re- 
newed Exertions for Parliamentary Reform. Without pre-judging the 

robable Event of ſuch an Application to the Legiſlature, this Society 
b willing to circulate the Information, and to co-operate in the Mea- 
ſures that may ſeem beſt adapted to further ſo deſirable and ſo important 


an End. It is willing to hope the Redreſs of every exiſting Grievance 


at the Hands of a Government reſulting from an extraordinary Convo- 
cation, in 1688, of all who had at any preceding Time been elected 
Repreſentatives of the People; aſſiſted by the Hereditary Counſellors 
of the Nation, and a peculiar Deputation from the Metropolis, which 
National CONSTITUTING Aſſembly caſhiered for Miſconduct a 
King of the Houſe of Stuart. DE: | 
The Opinions and Principles of this Society are beſt explained.by 
an Appeal to their Literary _ Repreſentatives: To James Mackintoſh, 
Author of the Vindiciæ Gallicæ, this Society offers the Tribute of its 
Approbation and Gratitude, for the Knowledge, the Eloquence, and Phi- 
lolophical Spirit with which he has explained, defended, and commended 
the Revolution of France. It heſitates to aſſent to this * of his Opl- 
nions, that 4 there are but Two Intereſts in Society, thoſe of the Rich 
& and thoſe of the Poor.” If ſo, what Chance have the latter? Surely 
the Intereſts of all the Induſtrious, from the richeſt Merchant to the 
pron Mechanic, are in every Community the ſame---to leſſen the 
umbers of the Unproductive,; to whoſe Maintenance they contribute, 
and to do away ſuch Inſtitutions and Impoſts as abridge the Means of 
Maintenance, by reſiſting the Demand for Labour, or by ſharing its Res 
ward ; as the Means moſt conducive to this comprehenfive End, the 
Nerv Revolution Society deſires ati equitable Repreſentation of the 
eon 08 : 
The Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine, and The Advice to the Pri- 
vileged Orders, by Joel Batlow, have alſo been read with Attention 
and circulated with Avidity. They point out with Clearneſs moſt of 


the Abuſes which have accumulated under the Brizz/h Government ; 


they attack with Energy off of the Prejudices which have tended to per- 
petuate them; 2 | 5 | = 
Internally, our Society is thus ofganized t---Aty Perſon propoſed 
and ſeconded by a Member is received, on paying an Admiſſion 1 ine, 
and obliging himſelf to an Annual Contribution toward the Purchaſe cf 
Books for the Uſe of the Society, and for Inculcation among the confe- 
derated Clubs. The Members aſſemble twice, Monthly. A Committee of 
Correſpondence is periodically elected by Ballot, to ſelect Books, and to 
conduct the other Literary Bufineſs. A Committee of Twelve is pe- 
riodically named by Acclamation to attend ſeverally the — of the 
various confederated Clubs, which * in like Manner to _— 
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APPENDIX OC 


Member to the Monthly Meetings of this: Theſe Clubs are now Seven in 
Number, and more are expected to announce their Adherence. The 
Norwich Revolution Society propoſing to extend this Form of Combi. 


nation, recommends for Admiſſion into the London Society for Conſti- 


tutional Information the following twelve Perſons : 
2 CHAIRMAN, 
Norwich, — — | 
April 26th, 1792. — 


At a Meeting, 1 ich of May, 1792. | | 0 

Reſolved, That there be a Communication from this Society with tlie 

Society of the Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris, known by the Name 
of The, Jacobins. 5 

Read the following Addreſs from this Society to the Society of Friends 


of the Conſtitution at Faris, called The Jacobins. 


ADDRESS. 
Brothers, and Fellow Citizens of the World, | 
The cordial and affectionate Reception with which you have ho- 
noured our worthy Countrymen, Mr. Thomas Cooper and Mr. James 
Watt, Members of the Society of Mancheſter, and united with our 
Society, has been communicated to us by the Correſpondence of thoſe 
Gentlemen. | | | OD 
In offering you our Congratulations on the glorious Revolution which 
your Nation has accompliſhed, we ſpeak a Language which only Sin- 
cerity can dictate, | | 
The Formality of Courts affords no Example to us. To do our 
thoughts Juſtice, we give to the Heart the Liberty it delights in, and 
hail you as Brothers. | | | 
It is not among the leaſt of the Revolutions which Time is unfolding 
to an aſtoniſhed World, that Two Nations, nurſed by ſome wretched 
Craft in reciprocal Hatred, ſhould ſo ſuddenly break their common 
odious Chain, and ruſh into Amity. | 8 
The Principle that can produce ſuch an Effect, is the Offspring of 
no Earthly Court; and whilſt it exhibits to us the expenſive Iniquity of 
former Politics, it enables us, with bold Felicity, to ſay, We have done 
with them! _ 3 To Md 
In contemplating the Political Condition of Nations, we cannot cone 
ceive a more diabolical Syſtem of Government, than that which has hi- 
therto been generally practiſed over the World; To feed the Avarice 
_ an 
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and gratify the Wickedneſs of Ambition, the Fraternity of the Human 
Race has been deſtroyed ; as it the ſeveral Nations of the Earth had 
been created by rival Gods. Man has not conſidered Man as the Work 
of One Creator. 18855 . 
The Political Inſtitutions under which he has lived have been counter 
to whatever Religion he profeſſed. | 
inſtead of that univerſal Benevolence which the Morality of ev 
known Religion declares, he has been politically bred to conſider his 
Species as his natural Enemy, and to deſcribe Virtues and Vices by a 
eographical Chart. a - 8 | 
The Principles we now declare, are not peculiar to the Society that 
addreſſes you; they are extending themſelves, with accumulating Force, 


through every Part of our Country, and derive Strength from an Union 


of Cauſes, which no other Principles admit, 

The religious Friend of Man, of every Denomination, records them 
as his own ; they animate the Lover of rational Liberty; and they cheriſh 
the Heart of the Poor, now bending under an Opprethio 
Proſpect of Kelief. 

We have againſt us only that ſame Enemy which is the Enemy of 
Juſtice in all Countries—a Herd of Courtiers fattening on the Spoil of 
the Public. 

It would have given an additional Triumph to our Congratulations, 
if the equal Rights of Man (which are the foundation of your Declara- 
tion of Rights) had been recognized by the Governments around you, 
and Tranquillity eſtabliſhed in all; But if Deſpotiſms be Kill reſerved, 


to exhibit, by a Conſpiracy and Combination, a further Example of 


Infamy to future Ages, that Power that diſpoſes of Events beſt knows 
the Means of making that Example finally beneficial to his Creatures. 


We have beheld your peaceable Principles inſulted by defpotic Igno- 


rance: We have ſeen the right Hand of Fellowſhip, which you hold 
out to the World, rejected by thoſe who riot on its Ra: We now 
behold you a Nation provoked into Defence; and we can ſee no 
Mode of 
Europe. 

In this beſt of Cauſes we wiſh you ſucceſs, Our Hearts go with you; 
and in ſaying this, we believe we utter the Voice of Millions, 


Reſolved; That the above Addreſs be ſigned by the Chairman, and 
that be requeſted to tranſmit it, with all poſſible 
Diſpatch, toqↄaꝑẽ⁊ — at Paris. | | | 
Reſolved, that the ſaid Addreſs be read a Second Time at the next 
Meeting, for Publication, : 
Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to meet the Committees of 
the Southwark, London, and Weſtminſter Societies of the Friends of the 
People, To-morrow Evening, at Seven o'Clock, at the White Hart Ta- 
vern in Holborn, and be empowered to co-operate with them in the 
Publication of the Four Reſolutions contained in the Declarations here» 


tofore publiſhed by this Society, 


At a Meeting, 18th May, 1792 
The Addreſs to the Jacobins ordered to be publiſhed. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Paine, acquainting the * 
| NZ 


n of Taxes, by a 


Defence equal to that of eſtabliſhing the general Freedom of 
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APPENDIX C. 


that he is proceeding to bring out a cheap Edition of the Firſt and decond 

Parts of the Rights of Man. oi „ 1 
Reſolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoſt Aid towardy 

ſupporting the Rights of the Nation. „„ | 


Sir, London, May 18th, 1792. 
The honourable Patronage which the Society far Conſtitutional Infor- 
mation has repeatedly given to the Works, intituled, Rights of Man,“ 
renders it incumbent on me to communicate to them whatever relates tq 
the Pragreſs of thoſe Works. | og $5 
A great Number of Letters, from various Parts of the Country, have 
come to me, expreſſing an earneſt Defire, that the Firſt and Second Parts 
of + Rights of Man” could be rendered more generally uſeful, by print. 
ing them in a cheaper Manner than they have hitherto been: As thoſe 
Requeſts were from Perſons to whom the Purchaſe, at the preſent Price, 
was inconvenient, I took the proper Means for complying with their 
requeſt. Ee | | Fe 555 
: 1 am ſince informed, that the Miniſtry intend bringing a Proſecution ; 
and as a Nation (as well the Poor as the Rich) has a Right to know 
what apy Works are that are made the Subject of a Proſecution, the 
getting out a cheap Edition is, I conceive, rendered more neceſſary than 
before, as a Means towards ſupporting that Right;—and I have the 
Pleaſure of informing the Society that I * — ah with the Work. 
es | THOMAS PAINE, 
To the Chairman of the Society for „ 1 5 
Conſtitutional Information. 


The Society took into Conſideration the Contents of the aforeſaid 


Leiter, and came to the following Reſolutions: IE 
| Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Thomas 
Paine for the Communication he has made, and for the Patriotic Diſin- 
tere ſtedneſs manifeſted therein. | 3 „„ 5 
Reſolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoſt Aid towards 


Typporung the Rights of the Nation, and the Freedom of the Preſs, and 
him who . | 


as ſo eſſentially and ſucceſsfully contributed to both. 
' Reſolved, That the Right of inveſtigating Principles and Syſtems of 
Government is one of theſe Rights; and that the Works of any Author, 


which cannot be refuted by Reaſon, cannot, on the Principles of good 
Government or of Common Senſe, be made the Subject of a Proſe- 


cution. 

Refolved, That the exceſſive Taxes which this Country pays, being 
now Seventeen Milions Annually, gives an additional Motive for the 
Exeiciie of this Right, and render it, at the ſame Time, a more imme- 
diate Duty the Nation owes to itſelf, to enter upon and promote all ſuch 
Inveſtigations. i 30 : 

Reiolved, That a Committee be'appointed to inquire into the Rumour 
of the aboye-mentioned Proſecution ; and to report thereon to the So- 
cie'y at its next Meeting. „ 555 Ln; 
| Reſolved, "That a Copy of Mr. Paine's Letter, together with theſe 
Reſolnti:ns, be tratumitted to all the afliociated Societies in Town and 


Country ; and that this Society do congratulate them on the firm and 
| 13 e 8 R , ; ON : . 1 9 * - orderly 
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orderly Spirit, and tranquil Perſeverance, manifeſted in all their Proceed; 


ings, and exhort them to a ſteady Continuance therein, 
| Reſolved, That 3,000 Copies of the above Letter and Reſolutions be 
printed for the Uſe of this Society. | 


At a Meeting 25th May, 1792. 


Reſolved, That 6,000 more Copies of the Bills directed at the laſt 
Meeting be printed: That 100 be ſent to each of the Twelve aſſociated 


Members of the Sheffield Conſtitutianal Societies; 100 to each of the 


Twelve aſſociated Members of the Norwich Conſtitutional Society; 200 
to each of the other Societies correſponding with this Society; 200 to 
erby; and 200 to the Society at "x 
Read a Paper called a Proclamation, dated the 2 1ſt Inſtant, for ſup- 
reſſing Seditious Publications. 


The Society came to ſeveral Reſolutions on this Proclamation; the laſt 
of which is, * 
Y TRY the monſtrous Enormity and Grievance of the preſent National 
ep z | 
The grievous Oppreſſion of Seventeen Millions Annually of Taxes; 
The ſcandalous — of Parliament for Seven years; 25 
Private Proprietors of Boroughs, falſely pretending to be, and really 
acting as Repreſentatives of thedwoole. . | 
Judges claiming, in all Caſes, and under all circumſtances, the Detere 
mination of the S or Innocence of any Act, excluſively of the 
Jury; expenſive Armaments, and menacing Proclamations and Encamp- 
ments in Time of a profound Peace: | 


Theſe Things we cannot believe either wiſe or wholeſome; and we 
declare it to be a fatal Omiſſion, at the Time of the Revolution, that 
theſe Things were not ſufficiently guarded againſt ; and we feel it our 
Duty, to the utmoſt of our Power, to obtain a full and fair Repreſenta- 
tion of the Feople, which we hold to be the only effectual Security for 
their Rights, Liberties, and Property, and to be the only Meaſure that 
can produce © that due Submiſſion to the Laws, and that juſt Confi- 
« dence in the Integrity and Wiſdom of Parliament,” which are de- 
clared in the ſaid Paper, called a Proclamation, to be © the chief Cauſes 
„ (under Providence) of the Wealth, the Happineſs, and the Proſperity 
« of the Kingdom.” | | 

, Top a Communication from the London Correſponding Society, as 
ollows ; | | 


Sir, 5 | = 
By Direction of the Delegptys of the London 1 Society, 
I have the Honour of inclofing to you a Copy of their Addreſs and Re- 
puny which 1 requeſt you will communicate to the Conſtitutional 
ociety. | 
| I am truly, Sir, 


2 Your moſt obedient and 
Bell, Exeter Street. very humble Servant, Pe: 
May 24, 1792. — d ecretary. 
To the Chairman of the | 
Conſtitutional Society. 


Reſolved 
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APPENDIX C, 


Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be returned to the Lie 
Correſponding Society for the Communication which it has made to this 
Society, and that the further Confideration of the ſaid Communication 


be poſtponed to the next Meeting of this Society. 


At a Meeting, 1ſt June 1792. 

The Secretary reported that he had ſent 1,200 of the printed Bills or. 
dered at the laſt Meeting to the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society; —1, 200 
to the Norwich Conſtitutional Society; — to the Southwark Conſtitutional 
Society 200 ;—to the London Correſponding Society 200 ; to a Perſon. 
to be torwarded to Derby 290 ;—to the Conſtitutional Whigs 290 ;—ta 
the Society at Belpar 200. | ; | 

Reſolved, That the Secretary do ſend to Birmingham 600—to the 
Society at Aldgate 200 ;—to Mancheſter 1,200 ;—to Liverpool 200 ;— 
| to Cambridge 500 ;—and 400 to [ a Perſon ] to be diſtributed among 
the Societies in the Neighbourhood of Glaſgow. | 

Read a Letter from the Correſponding Society as follows: 

ge, | | 31ſt May 1792. 

The London Correſponding Society return Thanks to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information for the Communication of Mr. Thomas 
Paine's Letter to them, and of their Reiolutions ſubſequent thereto. 

It gives us infinite Satisfaction to think that Mankind will ſoon reap 
the Advantage of Mr. Paine's Labours, in a new and cheaper Edition of 


the Rights of Man. | | 
Me are however, no Ways ſurpriſed at the Report of a Profe-ution 
being commenced againſt his Works, for, by the Doctrine ſubſtituted 
for Law in England, that Truth conſtitutes the Libel, the very many 
Truths in both Volumes of the Rights of Man, render them com- 
ptetely Libellous, and force Adminiſtration, perhaps againſt their In- 
efination, to ſubmit them to the impartial Inveſtigation of competent 
udges. b 

. His Majeſty's Proclamation next engages our Notice ;—after reading 
It with great Attention, we diſcard an Idea thrown out by ſome, that it 
had been drawn up and fent forth at this Juncture with a View of 
raifing nnfavourable Prejudices in the Minds of the People againſt Mr. 
Paine, or his Works, now under a Proſecution; inaſmuch as ſuch an 
Attempt, if it could be proved, would not only bear Maliee on the Face 
of x, but would likewite be a moſt daring Violation of the Laws. 

We are more willing to diſcoyer therein His Majeſty's great Good. 
nefs of Heart and paternal Care, anticipating our warmeſt Wiſhes, giv- 
mg the: gregteſt Encouragement to our different Societies, and holding 
forth the fame ſtrong Deſire with us of abiding by the Conflitution in its 
gare and uncorrupt fßate, of ſecuring the Public Peace and Proſperity, of 
freſerving to ALL the full Enjoyment of their Rights and Liberties, both 
Religious and Civil; and ſeeming in Fact to encourage them under the 
moſt ſerious Conſideration of their own Welfgre and that of their Poſte- 
T//y, to join us, and unite their Endeavours with ours in guarding againſt 
all Fttempts, aiming at the Subverſion of whole/ome and regular Gowvern- 
went, and to diſcourage and repreſs, to the utmoſt of their Power, all Prax 
crediags tending to produce Riots and Tumults. 

1 10 
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Our Ends being thus uncontrovertibly the ſame, and thereby enjoying 
the Royal Sanction, we imagine that in exerciſing our Right of Meeting, 
when and where we pleaſe, of canvaſſing ſuch Subjects as we think pro- 
per, of gy our Fellow Citizens, and of uniting our Endeavours 
to obtain a perfect Repreſentation in Parliament, we are taking the 
trueſt Method of ſecuring to ourſelves and our Poſterity all the Blelags 
of Liberty and Peace. | 

Vieldinig to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, both in Priority 
of Inſtitution, and in Greatneſs of Abilities, we yet put in ourClaim for 
equality of zeal towards the Public Good, and firm Determination to obs 


tain it. | 
We are, &c. a 
—— cnn. 
| | +48 —— _—_ #5 cy. 
To the Chairman of the Society for | 
Conſtitutional Information. | 


Ordered, That the ſaid Letter be publiſhed in ſuch Newſpapers as wil 
receive the Advertiſements of this Society. 

Reſolved, That an open Committee do take into Conſideration Paine's 
Letter, and have Power to tranſmit Copies to the different Correſpond- 
ing Societies. | 

6,000 Copies of the Reſolutions relative to the Proclamation to be 
printed, and ſent to the different Correſponding Societies. 


At a Meeting, ith June 1792. | 


Read Letter from the London Correſponding Society, ſtating, that th 
had opened a Subſcription for the Defence of Mr. Paine, and that they 


_ wiſhed Six of their Members might be aſſociated with this Society. 


Ordered, That the Secretary be defired to inform the Secretary of the 


London Correfponding Society, that this Society received their Propoſal 


with Pleaſure ; and are willing to admit ſuch Six of the Members whom 
they ſhall nominate, to be affociated Members of this Society. 

Reſolved, That a Subſcription be opened in this Society for the Benefit 
of Mr. Thomas Paine, Author of the Rights of Man. 

Ordered, That the Letter of the London Correſponding Society, and 
the Two laſt Reſolutions, be publiſhed in the Newſpapers. . 

Reſolved, That 12,000 Copies of Mr. Paine's Letter to Mr. Secretary 
Dundas be printed by this Society, for the purpoſe of being tranſmitted 
to our Correſpondents throughout Great Britain ; and that a Committee 
be appointed to direct the ſame. 


At a Meeting, 22d June 1792. | 


A Member reported that an Information was filed againſt Mr. Paine 
for his Publication of the Rights of Man. | 
Ordered, That the Subſcription entered into for the Benefit of Mr. 


Thomas Paine be entered in a ſeparate part of the Book, and kept open 
for the Members of this Society, 


At a Meeting, 29th June, 1792. 


The Committee report a Plan of Diſtribution of the 12,000 Copies of 
Mr. Paine's Letter to Mr. Dundas; which is adopted. | 
| 1 1 | At 
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APPENDIX C: 
1 At a Meeting, 6th July, 192. 
Read Letter from the Secretary to the London Correſponding Society: 
Sir, 7 | £ | | \ 
In the Name of the London Correſponding Society, I have to return 


Thanks to the Society for Conſtitutional Information for their Preſent of 
200 Copies of their Reſolutions reſpecting the King's Proclamation, as 


alſo for the 200 Copies of Mr. Paine's Letter, &c.—Likewiſe Mr. Paine's 


Letter to Mr. Secretary Dundas ;—by Care in the Diſtribution of them, 
thoſe 600 Papers ſhall be ſeen by as many thouſand Perſons. 

We find ourſelves highly favoured by your Readineſs to admit Six of 
our Members among you ; I am directed to forward to you the follow- 


Ing Six Names as the Perſons choſen by our Society for that honorable 


Purpoſe; our Senſe of the Favour ſo conferred will be beſt expreſſed by 
their cloſe Attendance at your Inſtructive Meetings, and conſtant Endea- 
vours to forward the ſo beneficial and ſo much wanted Reform of Par- 


liamentary Repreſentation. — __ 
I am, Sir, with great Reſpect, 
July 6, 1792. Your vety humble Servant, 
| . | r 


A Deputation from the Friends of the People in Southwark, on the 


Subject of the Dinner of 14th July, attended. | 2 
On a Motion to dine with them, the Previous Queſtion put, and carried. 


At a Meeting, 13th July, 1792. 


The Six Gentlemen recommended by the London Correſponding 
Society unanimouſly elected. | | 
The Society to dine at the Shakeſpeare the 14th of July. 


1101 At a Meeting, '28th September 1792 


Negdta Letter from the London Correſponding Society to the Secretary. 


The London Correſponding Society having taken the Reſolution of 
tranſmitting to the French National Convention an Addreſs (ſigned by 
all the Members, or by the different Delegates, each ſtating for how 
many Members he ſigus) to aſſure that ſuffering Nation that we ſympa- 
thize with them in their Misfortunes, that we view their Exertions with 
Admiration— that we wiſh to give them all ſuch Countenance and Sup- 
port as Individuals unſupported and oppreſſed themſelves can afford 
and that ſhould thoſe in Power here dare (in Violation of the Nation's 
pledged Faith of Neutrality, and in Oppoſition to the well-known Senti- 
ments of the People at large) to join the German Band of Deſpots united 
againſt Liberty, we diſclaim all Concurrence therein, and will, to a Man, 
exert every juſtifiable Means for counteracting their Machinations 
againſt the Freedom and the Happineſs of Mankind. 

I am ordered by the Committee to acquaint the Society for Conſtitu- 


tional Information therewith, in order to be favoured with their Opinion 
| thereon, and in Hopes that if they approve the Idea, and recommend 


its Adoption to the different Societies, the Publication of ſuch a reſpeR- 
; | | able 
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Conſtitutional Whigs for their Communication. 


"Thurſday, 11 Oct. 2792. 


TT C 


able Number of rea! Names will greatly check the hoſtile Meaſures 
which might otherwite be put u Execution. | 
| | ] am, with great Reſpect, Dear Sir, 

London, 2ſt, Your very humble Servant, 

Sept. 1792. : | ——, Secretary. 

Reſolved, That the Secretary expreſs the Thanks of this Society to the 
London Correſponding Society for their Communitation; and acquaint 
them that this Society do very highly approve of their Intention. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Letter be read at the next Meeting, for the 
Purpoſe of conſidering of publiſhing the ſame. | 


At a Meeting, 5th October, 1792. 


Reſolved, That the Letter from the Correſponding Society entered 
on the Minutes of the laſt Meeting, together with the Reſolution of the 
Society thereon, be publiſhed in the Newſpapers. 

Read a Letter from the Conſtitutional Whigs independent, and Friends 
of the People, accompanied with Fifty Copies of a Letter tranſmitted to 
them from the Friends of Freedom at Cherbourg. ; 

Ordered, That the Secretary return the Thanks of this Society to the 


At a Meeting, 12th October 1792. 


Read Mr. Barlow's Letter to the National Convention of France, on 
the Defects of the Conſtitution of 1791, and the Extent of the Amend- 
ments which ought to be applied. | 

Reſolved, That —— be requeſted to draw up an Anſwer to the 
Letter of Mr. Barlow, read at the laſt Meeting, expreſſing how much 
Yride this Society feel at having elected him an Honorary Member. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to tranſmit a Copy of the 
Argus ef To-morrow to each of the Members of this Society. | 

Read a Letter from the London Correſponding Society, with an in- 
cloſed Addreſs to the National Convention of France: 

Sir, 

Your Favour of the 3d Inſtant, informing us that our Propoſal for ad- 
dreſſing the French National Convention had met with the Approbation 
of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, we have encloſed you a 
Copy of the Addreſs we have drawn up and mean to ſend, the Society at 
large having approved of it. 5 | 
Not in the leaſt preſuming to propoſe it for the Adoption of your 
Society, ourſelves will joyfully throw it afide, and as readily ſublcribe to 
any Production of yours better calculated to anſwer the Purpoſe, and 
leſs unworthy being preſented to ſo auguſt an Aﬀſembly. _ 

Should no other be produced, we imagine this plain but honeſt Ad- 
dreſs will be adopted by ſome other Societies, in Concurrence with our 
own, and, reſpecting the Manner of ſigning, of dance and of pre- 
ſenting it, your better experienced Advice will greatly oblige, | 
: | 8 Gentlemen, | | 
Jour very humble Servant, for the 

Committee of the London Corres 
ſponding Society, | 

MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman, 
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APPENDINYX C. 


Frenchmen, 


\ 


White Foreign Robbers are ravaging your Territories under the ſpe- 
c10us Pretext of Juſtice, Cruelty and Peſolation leading on their Van, 


Perfidy with Treachery bringing up their Rear, yet Mercy and Friend- 


thip impudently held forth to the World as the ſole Motives of their In- 


curſions, the opprefſed Part of Mankind, forgetting for a while their 


own Sufferings, feel only for yours, and with an anxious Eye watch the 
Event, fervently ſupplicating the Almighty Ruler of the Univerle to be 


. favourable to your Cauſe, fo intimately blended with their own. Frowned 


upon by an oppreſſive Syſtem of Controul, whoſe gradual but continued 


| Encroachments have deprived this Nation of nearly all its boaſted Li- 
berty, and brought us almoſt to that abject State of Slavery from wh ch 


you have ſo emerged, Five thouſand Britiſh Citizens, indignant, mait- 
fully ſtep ſorth to reſcue their Country from the Opprobrium brought 
upon it by the ſupine Conduct of thoſe in Power, they conceive it to be 
the Duty of Britons to countenance and aſſiſt, to the ntmoſt of their 
Power, the Champions of Human Happineſs, and to ſwear to a Nation 
proceeding on the Plan you have adopted, an inviolable Friendſhip ; 
ſacred from this Day be that Friendſhip between us, and may Vengeance 
to the uttermoſt overtake the Man who, hereafter, ſhall attempt to cauſe 
a Rupture. 5 | 
Though we appear ſo few at preſent, be aſſured, Frenchmen, that 
our Number increaſes Daily. It is true, that the ſtern uplifred Arm of 
Authority at preſent keeps back the Timid; that bũſily circulated Im- 
poſtures hourly miſlead the Credulous; and that Court Intimacy with 


Avowed French Traitors has ſome Effect on the Unwary and on the 
_ Ambitious; but with Certainty we can inform you, Friends and Free- 
men, that Information makes a rapid Progreſs among us; Curioſity has 


taken Poſſeſſion of the Public -Mind ; the conjoint Reign of Ignorance 
and Deſpotiſm paſſes away; Men now alk ench other what is Freedom, 
what are our Rights ? Frenchmen, you are already tree, and Britons 
are preparing to become ſo. Caſting far from us the criminal Prejudices 
artfully inculcated by evil-minded Men and wily Courtiers, we, inſtead 


of natural Enemies, at length diſcover in Frenchmen our Fellow Giti- 


zens of the World, and our Brethren by the ſame Heavenly Father, 
who created us for the Purpoſe of loving and mutually aſſiſting each 
other, but not to hate, and to be ever ready to cut each other's Throats 
at the Command of weak and ambitious Kings and corrupt Minifters : 
Seeking our real Enemies, we find them in our Boſoms, we feel ourſelves 
inwardly torn by, and ever the Victims of a reſtleſs and all-conſuming 
Ariſtocracy, hitherto the Bane of every Nation under the Sun. Wiſely 
have you acted in expelling it from France. 4 | 

Warm as our Wifhes are for your Succeſs, eager as we are to behold 


Freedom triumphant, and Man every where reſtored to the Enjoyment 


- of his juſt Rights, a Senſe of our Duty as orderly Citizens forbids our 


flying in Arms to your Aſſiſtance; our Government bas pledged the 
National Faith to remain neutral—in a Struggle of Liberty againſt Deſ- 


- potifin Britons. remain neutral! O Shame! But we have entruſted our 


King with diſcretionary Powers, we therefore mutt obey 


- 


,—vur Hands 


are bound, but our Hearts are free, and they are w.th you. 
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Let German Deſpots act as they pleaſe, we ſhall rejoice at their Fall, 
compaſſionating however their enſlaved Subjects. We hope this Ty- 
ranny of their Maſters will prove the Means of re- inſtating in the full 
Enjoyment of their Rights and Liberties, Millions of our Fellow 


Creatures. | 


With Unconcern, therefore, we view the Elector of Hanover join his 
Troops to Fraitors and Robbers but the King of Great Britain will do 
well to remember that this Country is not Hanover—ſhould he forget 
this Diſtinction, we will not. | 

While you enjoy the envied Glory of being the unaided Defenders of 
Freedom, we fondly anticipate in Idea, the numerous Bleſſings Mankind 
will enjoy. If you ſucceed, as we ardently wiſh, the Triple Allianc 


(not of Crowns, but) of the People of America, France, and Britain 


will give Freedom to Europe, and Peace to the whole World, Dea 

Friends, you combat for the Advantage of the Human Race—How wel 

purchaſed will be, though at the Expence of much Blood, the glorious 
unprecedented Privilege of ſaying Mankind is free—Tyrants and Ty 
ranny are no more—Peace reigns on the Earth, and this is the Work of 
Frenchmen. | | 


Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be given to the London 
Correſponding Society for the above Addreſs tranimitted by them; and 


that the Secretary acquaint them this Society do highly approve of the 


Spirit of the ſame. 


At a Meeting 19th October, 1592, an Anſwer to Joel Barlow, pre- 
pared by | was produced, read, approved, and, with his Letter, 
ordered to be publiſhed, | 


A Committee appointed to confer with the Delegates of the London 


Correſponding Society, on an Addreſs to the National Convention of 


France; | 


At a Meeting 26th October, 1792, the Secretary read the Report of 
the Committee appointed at the laſt Meeting. — 
Reſolved, iſt, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, the Purpoſe 
of the Addreſs drawn vp by the London Correſponding Society will be 
much better anſwered by ſeparate Addreſſes from the different Societies, 
than by one joint Addreſs, | 
2d, That the Committee, for that Reaſon, do nat recommend a Con- 
curreuce with the London Correſponding Society in the Preſentation of a 
joint Addreſs. | ji . | 
za, That the Committee, warmly approving the Principles and Spi- 
rit of the Addreſs from the London Correſponding Society, recommend 
the Society to follow ſo laudable an Example. 225 | 
4th, Thar it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the Thanks of 
the Society are due to the Gentlemen Delegates from the London Cor- 


refponding Society for their punctual Attendance, and for the able and 


candid Manner in which they aſſiſted in diſcuſſing the Subject of the 
Conference, | | 
1 Letter, with its Incloſure, from the Editor of The Patriot, at 
Sheffield. 3 a Gs | 
The Letter itſelf complains. of the Conſtitutional Society for not an- 
ſwering a former Letter, and encloſes a Letter from the Editor to a So- 
| Osz | ciety 
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ciety at Stockport, which Society the Writer recommends to the Atten- 


/ 


tion and Protection of the Conſtitutional Society, — The following are 


Extracts from the Incloſure: 


lt only remains then for us, ſeeing the great and innumerable Difficul- 


ties, we have to encounter, to caſt about for the moſt likely and proper 
Means and Weapons by which to defend ourſelves, and to forward and 
ſupport ſuch Meaſures as it may he neceſſary to purſue; and on this 
Head, my good Sir, permit me to impreſs it on the Minds of your So- 
ciety, that Reaſon, imperial Reaſon, muſt ever be our Generaliſſimo or 
Commander in Chief; when I ſay this, I beg leave to add, that Art 
muſt be Second in Command. By the Word “ Art” I do not mean low 
Craft or Cunning, but that Mode of Application of our Reaſon and Ar- 
guments on different Men and on diſterent Occaſions, which only a con- 
ſiderable Degree of Study, and practical Knowledge alio of Men and 
Manners, can ever furniſh us with, fo as to make us Proficieuts. 

Allow me then to obſerve to you, Sir, that 1 perfectly coincide with 
you in Opinion with regard to the different Societies appointing Dele- 
gates to go into the different Villages and Country Places tor the Purpoſe 


of informing their Minds, and routing them from the Lethargy in which 


they ſeem plunged—I have already communicated the jame Idea to the 
London Conſtitutional and Correfponcing Societies, and to thoſe of Nor- 
wich and Mancheſter, and I hope it will toon be univerfally adopted by 
every one. But the grand Object to be attended to on this Head is the 
Choice of Men to be appointed ; a Neg'ect of this Kind had like to have 


had very aukward Conſequences in this Neighbourhood, and if not im- 


mediately checked, would have injured the Cauſe of Freedom very 
greatly; infinite Care and Circumſpection will therefore be neceſſary on 
this Head. | | * 

As I am on the Subject, permit me to ſuggeſt to thoſe Members of 
your Society who may undertake this arduous but honourable and praiſe- 
worthy Taſk, that they cannot be too cautious in their Mode of Proceed- 
ing—The Minds of Men, for the wiſeſt and beſt Purpoſes, are formed 
by the great Creator as various and unlike each other as their Faces, and their 
Paſſions reign over each with the ſame uncertain and variegated Sway; 
and in the fame Manner that Sir Robert Walpote (one of the Elders and 
Fathers of Corruption) very juſtly obſerved, that every Man has hig 
Price in tae Way of being bought, ſo we may fairly apply the ſame 
Mexim to Mankind in generat in the. Article of Perſuaſion, and the 

dexterous Method of bringing them from wrong Opinions they may 
have formed, or Prejudices they may have imbibed, by an attentive 
Ol ſervation of their intellectuat Faculties, and that leading Paſſion of 
the Soul which governs the main Spring of their moſt material Actions. 
For Example, the Gererality of Farmers in this County and Lanca- 
ſhire are as ignorant as the Brutes they ride to Market, and fo abſorbed 
in the ſordid Idea of getting, that provided they can keep up the Prices 
of Grain, Cattle, &c. ſo as to anſcer their Landlo ds, and pay their 


Taxes, however enormous, they are too fluggith and indolent to think 


about Reforms, or any Thing, of the Kind; yet there is One String 
about their Hearts, which, being ſkiifully touched, will make them 
dance to any Tune, and move to any Meaſure : This is the Subject of 
Tythes; and why does it touch them? Why, Sir, becaule it is withig 
the Scope of their limited Capacity—1gnorant as they are in other Mat- 

ters, 


* 


JJ C. | 
ters, they ſee and pungently feel the Weight of this baneful and unjuſt 
Perourer of all their Improvements in Agriculture and Huſbandry 
and, I believe, did every Tax operate in the ſame viſible Degree which 
this Impoſition does, 1 fear there would be an End to the Idea of Taxa- 
tion being ſubmitted to at all, -Indeed, as Taxes are laid on at preſent. 
by thoſe who do not repreſent us, the Taxation is neither more nor leſs 
than Robbery, a Submiſſion to it, Slavery. | | | 

But to return to my Subject: In the ſame Manner that a Farmer may 
br rouſed by the Mention of Tythes, the Shoemakers may by the exceſſive 
Dearneſs of Leather, the 1un-keeper by the numerous and unneceſſary Staud- 
ing Army, and ALL by a temperate and diſpaſſionate Relation of the im- 
wenſe Number of Sinecure Places and u{cleſs Offices, in which the corrupt 
and proſtitute Favourites, Agents, and Dependants of the Rich and 
Great riot in Spoils and Plunder wreſted from the Sweat of the Brow, 
and continual Labour of Body, of the Huſbandman, the Mechanic, the 
Labourer, and the Artificer. It is by no Means a difficult Matter to 
raiſe general Indignation at the Idea of ſo ſmall a comparative Number 
of uſcleſs, idle, and profligate Drones ſucking and ſquandering away the 
Honey produced by ſuch immenſe Numbers of hard toiling and induſ- 
trious Bees. If you (for I am certain yoz will be One of the moſt ac- 
tive of theſe Delegates) meet with Men who have violent Prejudices 
in Favour of any Abuſe or Party, never attack thoſe Prejudices directly, 
for that will only enflame and confirm them the more; paſs them over 
for the preſent, and engage their Attention towards ſomething elſe, in 
which they will liſten with aleſs Degree of Apprehenſion of being at- 
ticked in a favourite Point; once gain their good Opinion, and open 
their Eyes to one Evil, they will be more ready to hear you on others, 
till at laſt the favoured Object by which their Eyes were jaundiced, will 
appear in its true Colours, and fall before your Arguments like all the 
reſt. | 

There is one Thing, above all others, which requires to be particu- 
|riy attended to, and that is, to endeavour to undeceive the Maſs of 
People with reſpect to thoſe F alſehoods which have been induſtriouſly 
propagated by the Enemies to a Reform, in order to blind, delude, and 
terrify all Ranks of People who are any way independent, or poſſeſſed 
of Property, One of theſe Falſehoods is, “that the Advocates of Re- 
„ form wiſh to introduce a levelling Scheme, or an 0 Partition of 
& Property.” This alarms the Farmers, and, indeed, all Claſſes of 
Men, who, by their Induſtry, or other adventitious Circumſtances, are 
poſſeſled of the Goods of this World, So many vile miniſterial Prints 
as have propagated this Doctrine, aided and aſſiſted by the private Re- 
preſentations, or rather Miſrepreſentations, of the Clergy, and other 
Tools of Government, and of privileged Orders, have had a very won- 
derful and baneful Effect on the Multitude, and have ſtamped a Dread 
of Reform on the Minds of many that I know, whoſe Situations in Life 
would induce one reaſonably to ſuppoſe it impoſſible ſo completely to 
impoſe upon them; however, it always has been the Caſe, that Falſe- 
hoods boldly uttered may prevail for a Time, but muſt be overwhelmed 
in the End hy the bright and ſacred Energies of Truth. : 

To explain this Matter, and many others, properly, will require great 
Coolneſs, Moderation, and Patience. I have found the following Method 
anſwer beſt; Do you know ſuch a Gentleman?“ naming iome one 
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of large Property and good Character in the Neighbourhood, who i; 
known to be a Friend to a Reform. © Ves.“ —“ Well, and do You 
„ tuppole, that he woul | promote a Scheme that would occalion and 


4 oblige him to part with that Property he poſfctles, in order for it to 


« be divided amongit Strangers whom he never ſaw or heard of?” 
«© No.“ — “ Why then ſhould vou ſuffer yourſelf to be impoſed on by 
*« {uch an idle Tale, fabricated and circulated for the Purpoſe of raiſing 
« 2 Dread in you againſt thoſe more enlightened of your fellow Citi. 
„ gens who with for a Reform, as you would did you ſee its Neceſſ'y ? 
„ a Dread which may cauſe you to ſhut your Eyes upon oppreſſive 


% Exciſe and Game Laws, exorbitant Tythes, an unneceflary Standing 


% Army, kept on Foot at the Expence of Two Millions and an Halt, 
« for the Purpoſes of Influence and Corruption, a Penſion 1ſt, which 
« is a Diſgrace to the Government, and a Stigma and Reproach on the 
« Spirit and Prudence of the Nation; Sinecure Places, for the mere 
« poſſeſſing of which Hundreds of Individuals receive Thoufands a 


% Year eac: for doing Nothing at all, either for the Public Scroice of 


« heir own; in ſhort, fuch an enormous accumulation of Taxes, and 
« fo prodigal an Expenditure of their Produce, as no Nation on the 
Earth ever heard of or ſubmitted to before. To make you ſhut your 
« Eyes, and continue blind to theſe Enormities, thoſe iGle and fati'e 


„ Fales are villainouſly diſperſed abroad; but believe them not, con- 


s ſult your own Reaſon, and it will ſhew you, that there is a palpable 
Lie on the Face of every One of them?“ Then explain the Nature, 
Aim. and End of your Society, invite them to attend it, and to judge 
for themſelves. It they do fo, they will Joon aid and afliſt you, by 
adopting fimilar Ones in their feveral Neighbourhoods, till in Tine 
they will overſpread the whole Surface of this Sea-girt Ifle. 

At preſent, dir, 1 will not trouble you further on the Subject, which! 
now quit to return to the Conduct and Regulation of your own Society, 
2nd all others which may ariſe hereatter; and as to them, I think the 
Innkeepers in Stockport, Mancheſter, &c. have given you a Hint and 
Leſſon for which you ought to eſteem yourſelves for ever obliged to 
them. I own their Infolence and Audacity in proceeding as they haye 
done is beyond Example, but only deſerving of Contempt—as ſuch, 
leave them to themſelves. Public Houſes were never worthy of receiv- 
1% ſuch Gueſts, whoſe ſacred and important Duty require and demand 
$> be performed in Manſions more dignified and reſpectable. Your 
Meetings ſhould be at the Houſes of one another, in honourable Rota- 
tion; and, to prevent Inconvenience from too great a Number, not 
more than Ten or Twelve at the moſt ſhould compoſe a Primary ot 
Diſtrict Meeting. More Members ay be admitted in each Diſtrict, 
till they reach Twenty or Twenty-four, according to the Number fixed 
on but then immediately ſhould divide into Two Diſtriẽt Meetings. — 
The ſeveral Diſtricts ſhould fend each One Member, by Election, toa 
Meeting of Delegates, and this Meeting of Delegates ſnoulg elect out 
of their own Body a certain Number, which is to compoſe a Select Com- 
mittee. This Select Committee to manage the Correſpondence, and 
every other important Concern, for the whole of the Diſtricts in any 


Town or Pariſh, ſubject always to the Reviſion and Approbation of 


the Diſtricts. The Delegates and Select Committee to be choſen only 


for a limited Time; before theExpiration of which others to be elected as 
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before, from the Diſtricts, to ſupply their Places, by which Rotations 
every Member would in Time bec: ine quaiified to be a Delegate and a 
Select Committee Man, though he might not be fo on his Firit Entrance 
25 1 Diſtrict Member. Theſe are only Hints, on which you may improve 
or enlarge as much as you pleaſe, | | 

Ordered, M hat the ſaid Letter be taken iuto Con ſideration the Firſt 
Rulinets at the next Meeting. | 

Retolved, That at the next Meeting of this Society they do conſider of 
an Aniwer to the Correſponding Society, on the Subject of their Letter, 
accompanying their Addrels to the National Convention. 

Reſolved, That at the ſaid Meeting the Society do attend to the Ex- 
ample of the London Correſponding Society, and contider of an Addreis 
to the National Convention of France. | 


At a Meeting, gth November, 1792. 


The Committee appointed at the laſt Meeting to prepare an Addreſs 
from this zocicty to the National Convention of France made their 


Report, and produced the tollowing Addreſs, which was read aud ap- 


proved : 


The Society for Conſtitutional Information in London to the 
National Convention in France. | 


Servants of a Sovereign People, and Benefactors of Mankind, 


We r.joice that your Revolution has arrived at that Point of Perfec- 
ton which will permit us to addreſs you by this Tit'e; it is the only one 
that can accord with the Character of true Legitlators. Every ſuccetliie 
Epoci in your Affairs has added ſomething to the Triumphs of Liberty; 
aud the glorious Victory of the 16th of Auguſt has finally prepared the 
Way for a Conſtitution, which, we truſt, you will eſtabliſh on the Batis 
of Keaton and Nature, | | 

Corfitering the Maſs of Deluſion accumulated on Mankind to ob- 


cure their Underttandings, you cannot- be aſtoniſhed at the Oppoſition 


you have met both from Tyrants and from Slaves. The Inſtrument 
uſed againſt you by each of thele Claſſes is the fame ; for in the Genea- 
logy of Human Miſeries, /ynorance is at once the Parent of Oppreſſion 


and the Child of Subanthon, 


The Events of every Day are proving that your Cauſe is cheriſhed by 
the People in all your Continental Vicinity ; that a Majority of each of 
thoſe Nations are your real Friends, whote Governments have tutored 


them into apparent Foes, and that they only wait to be delivered by 


your Arms from the dreaded Neceflity of fighting againſt them. | 
The Condition of Engliſhmen is leis to be deplored-—here the Hand 

of Oppreſſion has not yet ventured completely to ravith the Pen from vs, 

nor openly to point the Sword at 50%, From Boloms burning with 


Ardor in your Cauſe, we tender you our warmeſt Wiſhes for the full 


Extent of its Progreſs and Succeſs, Jt is indeed a facred Cauſe ; we 
chter.ſh it as the Pledge of your: Happineſs, our natural and neareſt 
Friends, and we rely upon it as the Bond of paternal Union to the Human 
Race, in which Union our own Nation will turely be one of the ſiiſt to 

concur. | : : 
Our Government has ſtill the Power, and perhaps the Inclination, to 
employ Hirelings to contradict us; but it is our rea} Opinion that we 
; now 
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ow ſpeak the Sentiments of a great Majority of the Engliſh Nation. 


The People here are wearied with Impoſture, and worn out with Way, 


They have learned to rcfle&t, that both the one and the other are the 
Offspring of unnatural Combinations in Society, as relative to Syſtems 
of Government, not the Reſult of the natural Temper of Nations as re. 
lative to each other's Poſition. 

Go on, Legiſlators, in the Work of Human Happineſs. The Bene. 
fits will in Part be ours, but the Glory thall be all your own—it is the 
Reward of your Perſeverance; it is the Prize of Virtue. The Sparks of 
Liberty preſerved in England for Ages, like the Coruſcations of the 
Northern Aurora, ſerved but to ſheww the Darkneſs viſible in the Reſt of 
Europe. The Luſtre of the American Republic, like an effulgent Morn. 
ing, aroſe with increaſing Vigour, but ſtil! too diſtant to enlighten our 


. Hemitphere, till the Splendor of the French Revolution burſt forth 


upon the Nations in the full Fervour of a Meridian Sun, and diſplayed 
in the Midſt of the European World the practical Reſult of Principles, 
which Philoſophy had ſought in the Shade of Speculation, and which 
Experience muſt every where confirm. It diſpels the Clouds of Preju- 


dice from all People, reveals the Secrets of all Deſpotitm, and creates a 


new Character in Man. 5 
In this Career of Improvement your Example will be ſoon followed; 


for Nations, riſing from their Lethargy, will re- claim the Rights of 


Man with a Voice which Man cannot reſiſt. | 
Signed, by Order of the Society. 5 
| — Chairman. 

Secretary. 


Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be given to the Com- 
mittee who prepared the above Addreſs. 1 

Reſolved, That Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froſt be deputed by this Society 
to preſent the Addreſs of this Society at the Bar of the National Con- 
vention of France. | 

Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Barlow 
and Mr. Froſt, for accepting the above Deputation. 


At a Meeting, 3oth November, 1792. 


Read a Letter from Nr. of Leiceſter, ; 

Ordered, That the Secretary do write to Mr. and acquaint 
him, that if he will tran{mit to him the Declaration propoſed to be 
drawn up by the Leiceſter Society, the Secretary will lay the jame be- 
fore a Committee of this Society, who will reviſe the ſame. 

Ordered, That the Declaration which ſhall be ſent from the Leiceſter 
Society be referred to the Committee of Correſpondence. | 


At a Meeting, 14th December, 1792. 
Read a printed Addrefs from Mancheſter. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Addreis be approved for publiſhing in the 
Newſpapers. | | | 
A Motion was made, and ſeconded, That the 2oth Law of this So- 
ciety be ſuſpended on his Occation ; which Motion was carried in the 


Affirmative. 


Reſolved, That the faid Addreſs be printed in the Newſpapers. 
; | Reſolved, 


ety 


On- 
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Reſolved, That One hundred thouſand Copies of the ſame be printed 
by this Society, and diſtributed to their Correſpondents in Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland. MY 

The following Reſolutions were propoſed by a Member of the So- 
ciety 2 | 
Reſolved, 1ſt. That the Object of this Society, from its firſt Inſtitu- 
tion to the preſent Moment of Alarm, has uniformly been to promote 
the Welfare of the People by all Conſſitutional Means, and to expoſe, 
in their true Light, the Abuſes which have imperceptibly crept in, and 
at laſt grown to ſuch an Height, as to raiſe the moſt ſerious Apprehen- 


| ſions in every true Friend of the Conſtitution. ” 


| Reſolved, 2d. That this Society diſclaims the Idea of wiſhing to 


effect a Change in the preſent Syſtem of Things by Violence and public 


Commotion; but that it truſts to the good Senſe of the People, when 


they hall be fully enlightened on the Subject, to procure, without diſ- 


turbing the public Tranquillity, an effectual and permanent Reform. 

Reſolved, 3d. That the Intentions of this and of fimilar Societies 
have of late been groſsly calumniated, by thoſe who are intereſted to 
perpetuate Abuſes, and their Agents, who have been induſtrious to re- 
preſent the Members of ſuch Societies as Men of dangerous Principles, 
withing to deſtroy all ſocial Order, diſturb the State of Property, and 
introduce Anarchy and Confuſion inſtead of regular Government, 

Reſolved, 4th, That in order to counteract the Operation of ſuch 

roſs Aſperſions, and to prevent them from checking the Progreſs of 
liberal Inquiry, it is, at this Time, pe-uliarly expedient that this and 
ſimilar Societies ſhould publicly aſſert the Rectitude of their Principles. 

Reſolved, That the faid Reſolutions be adopted, in order for printing 
in the Newſpapers. 

Read a Letter from the Society of Friends of Liberty and Equality, 
ſitting at Laon, Capital of the Department De L' Aiſne, to the Patriotic 
Society of London, named The Society for Conſtitutional Information. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Letter be referred to the Committee of Cor- 


reſpondence. 


At a Meeting, 2 1ſt December, 1792. 


The Secretary reported, that he had offered the Addreſs which was 
fent to the laſt Meeting from Mancheſter, and ordered to be publiſhed, 
to the Offices of the Morning Chronicle and Morning Poſt, and that 
they had refuſed to print them; that the Morning Poſt had given a 
written Anſwer to his Application, which being read ; 

Ordered, That the ſame be entered in the Books of this Society. 

„This excellent Paper, drawn by a maſterly Hand, we with to ſes 
« in the Poſſeſſion of every Engliſhman ; but after the Verdict againſt 
« Mr. Paine, which was not warranted by the Law or Conſtitution, 
* the Proprietors of Newſpapers tremble at inſerting any thing except 
% fulſome Panegyrics on a depraved Legiſlature and hungry Court 
« Minions—the vile Aſſociations have worked the'puhlic Mind into ſuch 


a Fervour, that a Jury would, by the Intimation of a Judge, find 


% any Thing a Libel we therefore can only exprels our Sorrow, that 
P Self- 


— . 


EEE r= 
te Self-preſervation will not permit us to make the Morning Poſt the 
& Vehicle to convey this Paper to the Public.“ 


Read a Letter from Mr. , of Mancheſter. 
Reſolved, That the Addreſs from Mancheſter, together with the Re- 


folution, be publiſhed in Newſpapers in Scotland. 
Read a Letter from the Society of the Friends to Liberty and Equa« 


Ety, at Macon, in the Department of Saone and Loire. 
Ordered, That the ſame be entered on the Mrnutes of the Society, 
[A Blank is left in the Book where it ſhould be entered. ] 


Reſolved, That | 
- be a Committee for Foreign Correſpondence. 
1 hb Reſolved, That the Letter from the ſaid Society be referred to the 
Ft {+1 Committee for Foreign Correſpondence. 
4 Ordered, That the Proceedings of the Committee for Foreign Cor- 
| reſpondence be entered in a ſeparate Book. | 205 


115 At a Meeting, 18th January, 1793. 


f Reſolved, That Citizen St. Andre, 4 Member of the National Con- 

5 vention of France, being conſidered by us as one of the moſt judicious 
19 and enlightened Friends of Human Liberty, be admitted an Aſſociated 
| Honorary Member of this Society. | 


Refolved, That the ſaid Refolution be publiſhed in the Newſpapers. 


At a Meeting, 25th January, 1 793 


Reſolved, That Citizen Barrere, a Member of the National Conven- 
tion of France, being confidered by us as one of the moſt judicious 
| and enlightened Friends of Human Liberty, be admitted an Aſſociated 
it Honorary Member of this Society. | 

Reſolved, That Citizen Roland, being alſo conſidered by us as one 
of the moſt judicious and enlightened Friends of Human Liberty, be 
admitted an Aſſociated Honorary Member of this Society. | 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Reſolutions be publiſhed in the Newſpapers, 

| Reſolved, Fhat it appears to this Society, from the beſt Information 
4 we can obtain, that the People of Great Britain are, at this prefent Time, 
104 utterly averſe to a War with France, and conſider ſuch an Event as a 
4 Calamity of the Human Race, however it may gratify a Confederacy of 
Foreign Kings. | | 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Reſolution be publiſhed in the Newſpapers. 


At a Meeting, 1ſt F ebruary, 1793. 


Read a circular Letter from the Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional 
Information. | / 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to report an Anſwer. 

Refolved, That the Speeches of Citizen St. Andre and Citizen Bar- 

rere, (Aﬀociated Honorary Members of this Society) as given in the 

_ Gazette National ou Monitenr Univerſelle of Paris, on the 4th, 6th, 
aud 7th of January, 1793, be inſefted in the Books of this Society. 

5 | Relolved, 
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Reſolved, That the ſaid Reſolution be publiſhed in the Newſpapers} 


At a Meeting, 1 5th February, 1793. 


Read a Letter from the Society for Conſtitutional Information at Bir- 
mingham, of which the following is an Extract: 

Our Society requeſts the Favour of your admitting the following 
Twelve Perſons, whoſe Names are ſubſcribed, to be enrolled Members 
of your Society, for the Purpoſe of correſponding with yours and every 
other ſimilar Inſtitution in the Nation, for the better regulating our Meas 
ſures, and receiving Inſtruction. 5 
_ Wiſhing you all the Succeſs your laudable Undertaking deſerves, we 
are, with Sincerity, | | | 
| Your Fellow Citizens and Friends. 

Reſolved, That the Twelve Members of the Birmingham Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, recommended in the ſaid Letter, be ad- 
mitted affociated Members of this Society. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Letter, and the Election of the ſaid Twelve 
Members, be publiſhed in the Newſpapers (excluſive of their Names.) 


At a Meeting, 1 «th March, 1793. 


Read a Letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield, incloſiug 
the Reſolutions of the 13th of February laſt. 

Reſolved, That the Secretary be inſtructed to return the Thanks of 
this Society to the Society for Conſtitutional Information at Sheffield for 
their Communication; and to acquaint them, that this Society perfectly 
agree with them in their Sentiments, with reſpect to the Calamities gf 


War in general, and that they concur with them in thinking, that the 


Thanks of the Community at large are due to all thoſe who have ex- 
erted themſelves to prevent the preſent War. 

| Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be given to Joel Barlow 
and John Froſt, for their Conduct in the Preſentation of the Addreſs 
of this Society to the National Convention of France; and that Mr. 
Froſt be aſſured, that our Regard for him is not lefſ-ned, but increaſed, 
by the Proſecutions and Perſecutions which his faithful and due Diſ- 
charge of that Commiſſion may bring upon him, 


At a Meeting, 5th April, 1793. | 
Reſolved, That a Letter be written to Simon Butler and Oliver. Bond, 


Eſquires, expreſſive of the high Senſe we entertain of their Exertions in 


the Cauſe of Freedom; and to aſſure them that we conſider the Im- 
priſonment they at preſent ſuffer on that Account as illegal and uncon- 
{titutional, : bet = 


The followin g Letter was produced and read J 


Gentlemen, 


It is not eaſy for Men, who feel ſtrongly and ſincerely, to convey 
thoſe Feelings by Letter, we therefore rely on your conceiving for us 
. ö p y * | 
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much of that which we are unable to exprefs to you. We think, how. 
ever, that we ſhall be guilty of a great Omniſſion, did we neglect the Op- 
portunity of ſending you, by Mr. Hamilton Rowan, the honeſt Tribute 
of our Eſteem and Admiration for your brave and manly Reſiſtance to 
the uſurped juriſdiction of the Iriſh Ariſtocracy. „%% oe. 


Permit us to offer you our Thanks, and our grateful Acknowledge- 


ment of your Efforts in what we conſider as a common Cauſe, while we 
lament our Inability of proving ourſelyes uſeſul in your Defence. 

Although we are of different Kingdoms, ſtill we are but One People; 
and as the Freedom of One Continent has already ſpread its influence to 
Europe, fo, on the other Hand, we are perſuaded, that the Eſtabliſhment 
of Deſpotiſm in Ireland muſt end in the Slavery of Great Britain. But 
the Light of Liberty is not confined to One Shore or One Latitude, 


We know that it is eaſier to admire than to practiſe thoſe Virtues that 


tend to the Public Benefit. Yet ſo long as the Exertions of a few cou- 
rageous Men muſt influence the Minds of at leaſt the independent and 
thinking Part of the Community, we are aſſured that their Labour is not 
fruitleis. We truſt, therefore, the Time will ſoon arrive, when the 
Abuſe of Power in either Nation will have no other Conſequence tha 
the Ruin of thoſe who have committed that Injuſtice. We hope, wi 
we doubt not, of ſoon ſeeing the Day, when the Poſt of Honour ſhall be 
no longer that of Obloquy and Puniſliment, but when thoſe who have 
riſqued their Liberty and Fortune in the Cauſe of their Countrymen, 
may find protection in the undiſputed, uninterrupted Exerciſe of Trial 
by Jury, with a full and adequate Repreſentation of the People in Par- 
hament.' wh „ / a 3 5 
| At a Meeting, 12th April, 1793. 

Read an Anſwer directed to be prepared to the Letter received from 
the United Political Societies in Norwich. „ 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Anſwer be ſent by the Secretary to the Secre- 
tary of the ſaid Societies. | | | | 

Mr. 
Letter received from Mr. ——— of Birmingham. | 

Read a Letter from Mr. Hamilton Rowan to the Secretary of this 
Society. V 


» . 


Society. 


Mr. Hamilton Rowan preſents his Compliments to Mr. Adams; he 


did intend to have done himſelf the Pleaſure of waiting on him, but has 
been ſo intolerably hurried by private Buſineſs as to have been prevented 
from his Purpoſe, and fears that he ſhall not have it in his Power before 
he leaves this Town for Ireland, which will be either on Monday Even- 
ing or early on Trefday Morning, He knows that no more pleaſurable 
Senſation can be received by Netirs.'Butler and Bond, as well as by all 
thoſe Gentlemen who are acting with them, and who, though not under 
preſent, are liable to future Proſecution, than the Countenance and 
Support of thoſe who are really engaged in the Caiife of Man in general, 


and ſuch we believe the Members of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 


formation to be, and as ſuch H. R. in particular will remember the 
3 "02: 


read an Anſwer (directed to be prepared by him) to the 


Ordered, That the faid Letter be entered in the Books of this 


ANI c. 


kind Fraternity with which he had the Honour of bein received by 
them; and, as a Member of the United Iriſhmen of Dublin, would be 


Lappy to have it in his Power to return the Compliment in his own 
Country. | % | 
Oſborne's Hotel, Adelphi, 
th April, 2293 


At a Meeting, 21ſt June, 1793. 


Read the Sheffield and Nottingham Petitions to the Houſe of Com- 
mons. | Fe 5 
| Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare an Addreſs to 
the Britiſh Nation; and that the ſaid Committee be an open Committee. 


At a Meeting, 28th June, 1793. 


| Copies of Two Petitions from the Town of Nottingham preſented. 
elolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare an Addreſs to 
the Britiſh Nation. | 5 
Reſolved, That [Two Members, who are named] be requeſted to 
prepare the ſaid Addreſs, | 


At a Meeting, 25th October, 1793. 1 
Read a Letter from the Secretary to the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information at Coventry, to —— accompanied with ſome Addreſſes 
from the ſaid Sociee x. | 
Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be returned to the Co- 
ventry Society for their Communication. 3 
Mr. Sinclair read a Letter, with an Addreſs from Mr. Skirving, Se- 
cretary to the Convention of the Friends of the People in Scotland, to 
the Secretary to the London' Correſponding Society. | ; 
| Reſolved, That an Extraordinary General Meeting of this Society be 
called for Monday next, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, at Six 
o'Clock in the Evening, to conſider of the Utility and Propriety of ſend- 
ing Delegates to a Convention of Delegates of the different Societies in 
Great Britain, to be held at Edinburgh, for the Purpoſe of obtaining a 
Farliamentary Reform. 5 | | 
| Reſolved, That the Subſtance of the Motion be ipſerted in the 


Letter, 


At a Meeting, October 28, 1793- 


Read Addreſſes to the Friends of the People of Parliamentary Reform, 
— by Wm. Skirving, Secretary to the General Convention at Edin- 
Nabe That this Cociety do ſend Delegates to the enſuing Conven- 
tion to be held in Edinburgh tor promoting a Reform in. Parliament. 
Reſolved, That Two Members of this Society be elected as Delegates 
to the ld Conn ß g 

, Reſolved, 
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Refolved, That the Secretary do deliver to the Delegates appointed by 
Mis Society to repreſent them in the Convention at Edinburgh, Copiet 
of the Proceedings of the 25th and 28th Inſtant, by which they are ap, 
pointed to that Office, — | 5 tas 


Inſtructions to the Delegates. 


The Delegates are inſtructed on the Part of this Society, to aſſiſt in 
bringing forward and ſupporting any Conſtitutional Meaſures for pro- 
curing a real Repreſentation of the Commons of Great Britain in Par. 
hament. That in ſpecifying the Redreſs to be demanded of exiſting 
Abuſes, the Delegates ought never to loſe Sight of the Two eſſential 
Principles, General Suffrage and Annual Reprefentation, together with 
the unalienable Right in the People to Reform ; and that a reaſonable 
and known Compenſation ought to be made to the Repreſentatives of 
the Nation, by a National Con: ribution. 

That the Delegates do punctually correſpond with the Society, for 
the Purpoſe of communicating Information, and of receiving ſuch far. 
ther Inſtructions as the Exigency may require. oY 

| Reſolved, That the above be the Directions to the Delegates. 

Reſolved, That Seven Guineas be allowed to each of the Delegate; 

for Travelling; and a Sum not exceeding Three Guineas per Week 


| each be ellowed them during the Sitting of the Convention of Delegates; | 


Secretary be requeſted to receive the ſame. - 
Reſolved, That the Proceedings of Friday the 25th and Monday the 


and that a Subſcription be now opened for that Purpoſe, and that the 


a8th October, 1793, be ſigned by the Chairman and Secretary, 


Reſolved, That the Secretary be requeſted to write to the different 
Societies with which this Society is in Correſpondence, informing them 
that the London Correſponding Society, together with this Society, have 
elected Delegates to the Convention of Delegates, to meet at Edinburgh 
on the 2gth Inſtant ; and to requeſt their Concurrence in this important 


Meaſure. 


At a Meeting 8th November, 1793. 
Read Letters from the Conſtitutional Societies at Sheffield, Leeds, 


and Birmingham, in Anſwer to the Secretary's Letters of the 28th 
Ultimo. ' = 3 JC hs 


At a Meeting 6th December, 1 793+ 


Read a Letter from Mr. ————, Delegate from this Society at 
Edinburgh, dated 7th November, with the Secretary's Anſwer to thai 
Letter; and alſo another Letter from Mr. ————, dated 12th No- 
vember. 5 N 

Reſolved, That a General Meeting of this Society be called for the 
Second Friday in January next, for the Purpoſe of conſidering the im- 


Reſolved, 


# 


* 8 


portant Letters received from the Delegate Mr. 
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Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to correſpoud with out 
Delegate, Mr. 


At a Meeting 10th January, 1794. 


Reſolved, That the important Letters received from Mr. 
the Delegate from this Society to the Convention at Edinburgh, and the 
ſubſequent Proceedings of that Convention, be taken into Conſideration 
on Friday next, and that a General Meeting of the Society be called for 


that Purpoſe. | 
At a Meeting, 19th January, 1794. 


Reſolved, That Law ceaſes to be an Object of Obedience, whenever 
it becomes an Inſtrument of Oppreſſion. : 

Reſolved, That we recal to Mind, with the deepeſt Satisfaction, the 
merited Fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief Juſtice of Eng- 
land, who, at the Era of the glorious Revolution, for the many iniqui- 
tous Sentences which he had paſſed, was torn to Pieces by a brave and 
injured People. 

Reſolved, That thoſe who imitate his Example deſerve his Fate. 

Reſolved, That the Tweed, though it may divide Countries, ought 
not, and does not make a Separation between thoſe Principles of com- 
mon Severity, in which Engliſhmen and Scotimen are equally intereſted; . 
that Injuſtice in Scotland is Injuſtice in England; and that the Safety of 
Engliſhmen is endangered whenever their Brethren of Scotland, for a 
Conduct which entitles them to the Approbation of all wiſe, and the 
Support of all brave Men, are ſentenced to Botany Bay, a Puniſhment 
hitherto inflicted only on Felons. 

Refolved, That we ſee with Regret, but we ſee without Fear, that the 
Period is faſt approaching when the Liberties of Britons muſt depend 
not upon Reaſon, to which they have long appealed, nor on their Powers 
of expreſſing it, but on their firm and undaunted Reſolntion to oppoſe 
Tyranny by the ſame Means by which it is exerciſed. 

Reſolved, That we approve of the Conduct of the Britiſh Conven- 
tion, who, though aſſailed by Force, have not been anſwered by Argu- 
ment; and who, unlike the Members of a certain Aſſembly, have no 
Intereſt diſtin& from the common Body of the People. 

Reſolved, That a Copy of the above Reſolutions be tranſmitted ta 
Citizen William Skirving, Secretary to the Britiſh Convention, who is 
_ — under Colour of Law, in the Tolbooth of Edin- 

urgh. | 

Reſolved, That the Reſolutions now paſſed be publiſhed in the Newſ- 
papers. 

Read a Letter from Mr, Hardy, Secretary to the London Correſpon- 
ding Society. 4 5 


At a Meeting 24th January, 1794. 


A Motion was made, That it be Reſolved, That the mof excellene 
Addreſs of the London Correſponding Society be inſerted in the mm 


— 


LID x60 
+ wif 22 * 


— — — I 
Wa! 


8 Fs — * 
—— — -* 


APPENDIX C. 


bf this Society, arid that the King's Speech to HIS Parliament be in. 
ferted UNDER it, in order that they may both be always ready for the 
. Perpetual Reference of the Members of this Society during the Cont. 
nuance of the preſent anfortunate War; and that (in perpetuam rej 
| Memoriam) they may be printed together in One Sheet at the 627% 
| Concluſion of it; which happy Concluſion, according to the we 4 
| profperous Appearances, we hope and believe not to be many Month; 
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Fi diſtant. 

With An Amendment was moved, That between the Words (HIS) and 

Wi) (Parliament) the Word (Honourable) ſhould be inſerted. + | 
11 Honourable was withdrawn. 

Another Amendment was then moved, That between the Word; 

Hark | (HIS) and (Parliament) the Word (Faithful) ſhould be inſerted. 

1 Faithful was withdrawn. | 5 | | 
P #4 And it was unanimouſly reſolved, © That HIS, and HIS only, is the 
1 © proper Epithet for Parliament upon the preſent Occaſion.” 5 

1455 | he Reſolution then paſſed unanimouſly in its original Form. 

| Reſolved, That the London Correſponding Society. have deſerved 
ia well of their Country. -- . © | 
Tak Reſolved, That the Secretary be ordered to cauſe Forty Thouſand 
# Copies of the Aadreſe, the Speech, and theſe Reſolutions, to be printed 
on One Sheet, and properly diſtributed in England, Scotland, and Ire- 


Reſolved, That theſe Reſolutions be publiſhed in the Newſpapers. 


Mr. —— gave Notice, that he would at the next Meeting of this 
Society move, that Two Books ſhould be opened, One of them (bound 
in Black) in which ſhall be entered all the Enormities of thoſe who de- 
11.0 ferve the Cenſure, and in the other the Merits of thoſe who deſerve 
| {i the Gratitude of the Society. | 


22 
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At a Meeting 14th March, 1794. 


Tr . | | 
| | | Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be given to Archibald Ha- 
af milton Rowan, Eſquire, for the Manly Firmneſs with which he has uni- 
1 formly purſued the Objects moſt dear to this Society, that of a fair Re- 
fi | preſentation of the People in Parliament. 
4 KReſolved, That Archibald Hamilton Rowan, of the City of Dublin, 
a Gentleman of the moſt excellent and undoubted Public Principles, 
and of the moſt uniform and upright Conduct in the Purſuit of thoſe 
5 Principles, be choſen an Honorary Member of this Society. 
wil | Reſolved, That theſe Reſolutions be communicated to Mr. Rowan by 
| 1 the Secretary of this Society. I | 


| . | At a Meeting, 21ſt March, 1794. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Secretary of this Society be directed 
to write to the Friends of Peace and Reform at Sheffield, and to aſſure 


them, that this Society views with Pleaſure their ſteady Exertions to 
obtain 
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odtain a fair Repreſentation of the People of Great Britain in Parlia- 
ment, and the proper Methods which may be appointed for public Faſts. 


At a Meeting 28th March, 1794. 


Read a Letter from the London Correſponding Society, 
Reſolved, That the fame be entered on the Books of this Society. 


Citizen, March 27th, 1794. 
am directed by the JLondon Correſponding Society to tranſmit the 
following Reſolutions to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and 
to requett the Sentiments of that Society reſpecting the important Mea- 
ſures which the preſent ſuncture of Affairs Gow to require, 

The London Correſponding Society conceives that the moment is 
arrived, when a full and explicit Declaration is neceſſary from all the 
Friends of Freedom whether the late illegal and unheard- of Proſecu - 
tions and Sentences ſhall determine us to abandon our Cauſe, or ſhall 
excite us to purſue a radical Reform, with an Ardour proportioned to 
the Magnitude of the Object, and with a Zeal as difingui/hed on our 
Parts as the Treachery of others in the ſame glorious Cauſe is notorious. 
The Society for Conſtitutional Information is therefore required to de- 
termine whether or no they will be ready, when called upon, to act in 
Con junction with his and other Societies, to obtain a fair Repreſentation 


of the PEOPLE—Whether they concur with us in ſeeing the Neceſſity 


of a ſpeedy Convention, for the Purpoſe of obtaining, in a conſtitu- 
tional and legal Method, a Redreſs of thoſe Grievances under which 
we at preſent labour, and which can only be effectually removed by a 
full and fair Repreſentation of the PEOPLE .of Great Britain, The 
London Correſponding Society cannot but remind their Friends that- 
the preſent Critis demands all the Prudence, Unanimity and Vigour, 
that ever may or can be exerted by MEN and Britons; nor do. they 
doubt but what manly Firmneſs and Conſiſtency will finally, and they” : 

believe ſhortly, terminate in the full Accompliſhment of all their 


I am, Fellow Citizen, 
(In my humble Meaſure) | 
A Friend to the Rights of Man. | 
(Signed) ————— Secretary. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 1ſt, That dear as JUSTICE and LIBERTY 
are to britons, yet the Value of them is comparatively ſmall without a 
Dependence on their Permanency ; and there can be no Security for the 
Continuance of any Right but in EQUAL LAWS. „ 

2d, That Equal Laws can never be expected but by a full and fair 


Repreſentation of the People; to obtain which, in the Way pointed out 


by the Conſtitution, has been and is the ſole Object of this Society. For 
thus we are ready to hazard every Thing, and never, but with our Lives, 


will 
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will we relinquiſh an Object which involves the Happineſs or even the 
Political Exiſtence of ourſelves and Poſterity, BY. 
30, That it is the decided Opinion of this Society, that to ſecure our. 
ſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous Proſecutions, to prevent a Repe. 
tition of wicked and unjuſt Sentences, and to recal thoſe wiſe and whole. 
ſome Laws that have been wreſted from us, and of which ſcarcely a vel. 
tige remains, there ought to be immediately a CONVENTION of the 
PEOPLE, by Delegates deputed for that Purpoſe from the different So- 
cieties of the Friends of Freedom aſſembled in the various Farts of this 
Nation. And we pledge ourſelves to the Public to purſue every legal 
Method ſpeedily to accompliſh fo deſirable a Purpoſe. 


P. S. I have to inform you that a General M eeting of the Society wilt 
be holden on Monday the 14th April, the Place to be announced by 
public Advertiſement. | 


Reſolved, That it is fit and proper, and the Duty of this Society, to 
ſend an Anſwer to the London Correſponding Society. 


Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the London Correſponding So- 
ciety that we have received their Communication, and heartily concur 
with them in the Objects they have in View ; and that, for the Purpoſe 
of a more ſpeedy and effectual Co-operation, we invite them to ſend to 
om Society next Friday Lyening a Delegation of ſome of their Mem- 


At a Meeting, 4th April, 1794. 


Read a Letter from the Committee of the London Correſpondix g So- 
ciety, acquainting this Society that they had deputed { ſeveral Perſons] to 
hold a Conterence with the Members of this Society. Five Perſons at- 
tended from the London Correſponding Society, | 

Reſolved, That a Delegation of Five Members of this Society be ap- 
pointed to meet the Members deputed by the London Correſponding 
Society. | WR | 

Reiolved, That this Deputation do confer with the Deputies of the 
London Correſponding Society. Abe 48 
Reſolved, That there be appointed a Committee of Correſpondence of 


Ordered, That [Six Perſpns] compoſe the Committee. 


At a Meeting, 11th April, 1794. 


Mr. ———— made the Report of the Meeting of the Delegates of 
the London Correſponding Society, for the — of this Society co- 
operating with the London Correſponding, Society, and that they had 
come to the following Reſolutions: "483 


iſt, Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee very defirable that 
a General Meeting or Conyention of the Friends of Liberty ſhould be 
ä ö n 
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ealled, for the Purpoſe of taking into Conſideration the proper Methods 
of obtaining a full and fair Repreſentation of the People. SE. 
2d, Reſolved, That it is recommended to the Socjety for Conſtitu» 
tional Information, and the London Correſponding Society to inſtitute a 
regular and preſſing Correſpondence with all thoſe Parts of the Count 
where ſuch Meaſures may be likely to be promoted, not only to inſti- 
ate the Societies already formed, but to endeavour alſo to produce ſuch 
ether Aſſociations as may farther the general Object. | 


Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the general Obje& 
will be much promoted, if a ſtanding Committee of Co-operation between 
the Two Societies were eſtabliſhed, for the Purpoſe of holding Perſona} 
Gommunizatiqa with ſuch Members of ſimilar Societies, in other Parts 
of the Cotiytry, as may occaſionally be in London, and who may be au: 
thorized by their reſpective Societies to act with ſuch Committees. 


Read the following Letter from the Secretary to the London Correſ- 
ponding Society; _ : e 


Citizen, April roth, 1994. 
I am ordered by the Committee of Delegates of the London Correſ- 
ndigg Society, to inform the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
that they approve of the Reſolutions of the Committee of Conference, 
Therefore the London Correſponding Society have chofen Five Per- 
ſons] to put in Practice immediately the Second and Third Reſolutions 
of that Committee, . I | 
| (Signed) 
— — d erretary 


— — Secretary to the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, 


Refolved, That the Report of the Committee of Nelegates from the 


London Correſponding Society, and of this Society, be entered on the 


Books of this Society. | 

iſt, Reſolved, That it appears to this Society very deſirable that a 
General Meeting of the Friends of Liberty ſhould be called, for the Pur: 
poſe of taking into Canſideration the proper Methods of obtaining a fall 
and fair Repreſentation of the People. | 

2d, Reſolved, That it appears to this Society that the general Object 
will be much promoted if a ſtanding Committee of Co-operation were 
cſtabliſhed, for the Puppoſe of holding Perſonal Communication with 
ſuch Members of ſimilar Societies in other parts of the Country, as may 
occaſionally be in London, and who may be authorized by their reſpec- 
tive Societies tq act with ſuch Committees. 1 

zd, Reſolved, That the Committee of Correſpondence already ap- 
pointed by this Society be the Committee for Co- operation and Commu- 
nication with the Committees of other Societies. | 


1 1 Ordercd 
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arne 
Ordered, That the Secretary be deſired to ſend a Letter to the London 
Correſponding Society, acquainting them with the Members of this 80. 
ciety appointed to confer with them. 


Reſolved, That Mr. ———— be requeſted to accept of the Office 0 
Secretary to the Committee of Correfpondence, 
Mr. — being preſent, accepted of the ſaid Othce, 


v 
. 
. 


At a Meeting, gth May, 1794. 
Read a Pamphlet, containing certain Proceedings of the London Cor- 
her yo” "ac, Society, and of this Society, 
e 


| Reſolved, That Two Thouſand of the fame be printed by this Se- 
eiety. EY 1 Ann | 
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Copy of a Letter fron the Society for Conſti: utional Information at 
£28 "3 


Sheffield, to the Editors of the Engliſh Chronicle. 
Gentlemen, | | Sheffield, 15th January, 1792. 
HE Society for Conſtitutional Information now eſtabliſhed at Shef- 

| field, in the County of Vork, being deſirous of forming a Connec- 

tion with all the lite Societies in England, and eſpecially with thoſe, or 
ſome of them, in London, «the T hatched | Hauſe, the London Tavern, or 
others, humbly ſolicits your Advice and Afſflance in the accompliſhing there- 


actuated by the ſame Cauſe and Principle, and all our Intereſts being 
One, our Sentiments ought and muſt be the fame, FO 
Your Information of the Method, Terms, and Manner of Application, far 
the above Purpoſe, as likewiſe to have One of our Friends admitted a Men- 
ber of theirs, ſo as a regular Communication may be carried on between us, 
being directed to me, will be efteemed a particular Favour, and gratefully 
acknowledged hy this Society; and the Expence incurred by your Atten- 
tion to this Buſineſs ſhall be duly paid to your Order, either to the Poſt- 
maſter here, or as you may pleaſe to direct, for and by the Order of this 
Societ 's | 
& I am reſpectfully 
Your fincere Friend w—_m——— 


[The following Paragraphs are added in the ſame Hand.] 

As the Manner of our beginning to aſſociate on this Occaſion was 
ſomewhat ſingular, we beg your Permiſſion to mention a few Remarks 
thereon. g | | | 

It firſt originated in an Aſſembly of Five or Six Mechanics, who, by 
their meeting at ſome one of their Houſes, and converfing about the enor- 
mous high Price of Proviſions, &c.—the groſs Abuſes this Nation labours 
under from the unbounded Authority of the 3 of all Ranks, 
rom the King to the Peaſant; the Waſte and Laviſh of the Public Pro- 
perty by Placemen, Penſioners, Luxury, and Debauchery, Sources of the 
grievous Burthen under which this Nation groans; together with the 
Mock Repreſentation of the People—theſe being the objects of their 
-onverſation, they concluded that nothing but Darkneſs and Ignorance 
n the People could ſuffer the natural Rights of every Freeman to be 
bus violated ; and this excited them to invite and to viſit their Neigh- 
bours, whence a ſmall Society of T wenty or Thirty ſoon commenced, and 
«pt increaſing, ſo that they were obliged to divide into ſeparate Bodies; 
nd, at this Time, they have formed Zip ht of the/e ſmaller Societies, which 
et each at their different Houſes, all on the ſame Evening ; this pre- 
erves good Order, and none are admitted without his Ticker, that they 
te perfectly ſafe from being intruded upon, and perfectly regular good 
Order kept up; theſe meet every Two Weeks. Their General Meeting, 
t which ſome Hundreds attend, is held once a Month at [a Part here 
Ppears to be torn off] but true * will progreſſively extend itſelf 


with 


of; in order to form our Refolves milar to theirs ; becauſe, as we are 
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with the ſame Effect, throughout the whole Nation, as it hath hither 
done here. We have now in the Preſs a Re. publication / Paine's Righy, 
of Man, for 1,600 Copies, by 1,400 Subſcribers, at the low Price of Six 
Pence each Copy, to which we purpoſe to annex an AbftraR of the noted 
iniquitous Corn Bill of laſt Year. 

We have alſo had an Impreſſion here of that famous Addreſs, ſigned 
by J. H. Tooke, Eſq. Chairman; whoſe Addreſs we ſhould like to he 
favoured with, | | 

Pleaſe to favour us with your Anſwer to the above as ſoon as cone. 
nient ; and if you can form any Thing from the above, worthy of your 
truly laudable Paper, you are at Liberty; but as it was not thought of at 
our Meeting, it is not properly methodized and digeſted, as it ſtands, 
for that Purpoſe—we mean, in future, to trouble you with ſomething of 
the Kind for that Purpoſe. . 


Copy of Letter from the Secretary to the London Correſponding Society 
to the Chairman of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


( 
a 
Sir, Thurſday, 14th March, 1792. 


The Delegates of the Correſponding Society think it their Duty to acgugiu 
you, without Delay, of the Subſcription 4 4 on Monday laſt, at this Place, 
for the Defence of the Proſecution ſaid to be commenced againſt your worthy 
Member Mr. Thomas Paine, in conſequence of his valuable Publication, it- 
tituled T he Rights of Man. | Ns 

The Diviſion aſſembled here on that Evening amounted to about 
Twenty Perſons. At the Deſire of One of our Members, Mr. Paine“ 
Letter to Mr. Secretary Dundas was read ; after which the Subſcription 
was propoſed, and immediately ſigned by every One preſent : We hate 
juſt learnt that the Diviſion Ne 5 of this Society likewiſe begun their Suh- 
_ ſcription on Tueſday laſt It is our Intention to recommend to each of 
our ſeveral Diviſions the Purſuance of the ſame laudable Deſign ; and we 
doubt not but that a numerous Body of our Countrymen will be found to fol 
an Example jo juſt in itſelf, and ſo eſſential to the Support of that ſmall | 
Portion of Liberty which the People of England are flill ſuppoſed to ej. «.c 
T he Approbation and the Encouragement which our feeble Endeavours hart 
met avith from the Conſtitutional Society, make us defirous of uniting ma feel 
ftrongly and more immediately with you — For this Purpoſe we wiſh that Si 
of our Members might be admitted amongſt you, after the Manner of thi 
whom you received from the Societies eſtabliſhed at Sheffield and Norwic! 
— Conceiving that ſhould this Plan be adopted generally, it could not fa 
to ſtrengthen the Cauſe in which we are engaged, we beg the Fayour o 
you to propoſe it at your next Meeting, and to return us the Deciſion 0 
your Society * | 

I am, Sir, with great Attachment and Eſteem, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, u 
5 Secretaty. A n { 
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no ä | 
15 Copy of a Letter from the Sheffield Society to Mr, —, the Secretary 


i a WE 

a of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
10 Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
be Sir, ; 

It is now about Four Months fince this Society firſt formed itſelf into 
nve. a regular Body, then but very few in Number; the encloſed will inform 
your you of their Increaſe, and which is moſt probable will ſoon become very 
of at numerous; and not only this large and populous Town, but the whole Neigh- 
nds, bourhood for many miles round about, have an attentive Eye upon us; 


g of moſt of the Towns and Villages indeed are forming themſelves into fimilar 
Aſſociations, and ftriftly adhere to the Mode of copying after us; you will 
cafily conceive the Neceſſity for the leading Members of this Body to pay 

ieh ftrict Attention to good Order and Regularity, and the Need we have of 

conſulting and communicating with thoſe who are ſincere Friends and 
able Advocates for the ſame Cauſe; for theſe Reaſons we took the Liberty 

2. of writing to Mr. Horne Tooke, that worthy Friend and Patriot for the 

10 WF into a Connection with the Society of the ſame Denomination with ours 

lacs WY in London: His very obliging and affectionate Anſwer favours us with 

orthy your Addreſs; in conſequence we have taken the Liberty herewith to 

2 Wl tranſmit to you ſome: Reſolves which were paſſed at our laſt 2 by 
the whole Body, and the Committee was = ed with the . of 

about printing and forwarding them'to you according y, for the Purpoſe of ſub- 

an" witting them to the Conſideration of your Society, to make ſuch Uſe of 


ption them as they think moſt prudent. 3 

= You will alſo notice he Belpar Addreſs; they applied to us about Tao 
b of Months ago for Inflructions as to our Mode of conducting, &c. had not then 
| 


formed themſelves into any regular Aſſociation. Belpar is nearly T hirty 
w * _ from this Place, in Derbyſhire, and Eight or Ten Miles from 
_ erby. | 

ſmal If the Society for Conſtitutional Information in London ſhould vouch- 
% fate fo far to notice us as to enter into a Connection and Correſpondence 
baue with us, it cannot fail of promoting Honour and adding Strength to our 
e feeble Endeavours, and to the common Cauſe, which is the entire Motive 
at "fl ve have in View, | 1 


f th I Am, | 
_ g . #3 | 
ot 17 With the greateſt Reſpect and Eſteem, 
our 0 | | Your ſincere Friend, 
ſion 0 Sheffield, By Order of 

14th May, 1792. the Committee, f 


We have taken the Liberty of encloſing a Parcel for Mr. — in 
ay. Anſwer to a Letter from him to this Society, requeſting ſome Informa- 
tion concerning our Method of conducting the Buſineſs we are embarked 
in, &c.: Alſo informing us there are in London a Number of Mechanics, 
dhopkeepers, &c. forming themſelves into a Society on the broad Baſis of 
the Rights of Man. You will be ſo obliging as to let the Packet remain 


with you until he call for it, as by this Poſt I have wrote him thereof. 
8 A 2 We 


Rights of the People, informing him of our earneſt Deſires of entering 
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We have given him our Manner of proceeding, from our ſetting out tg 
this Time, and hope it may be of ſome Uſe; the Improvement we ate 
about to adopt is certainly the beſt for managing large Bodies, as in great 
and populous Towns, viz. dividing them into ſmall Bodies or Meetings « 
Ten Perſons each, and theſe Ten to appoint a Delegate: Ten of theſe Deli. 
gates form another Meeting, and ſo on, delegating from one to another, till 
at laſt are reduced to a proper Number for conſtituting the Committee or 
Grand Conncil. 5 - 4 
Pleaſe to forward the Packet to Mr, 
nient. | ' 


as ſoon as conve. 


Copy of a Letter from the Society for Conflitutional Information af 
| "Sheffield, to the Society for Conſtitutional Information in | Lo n don | 


Gentlemen, 
This Society, feeling as they do the grievous Effects of the Jo 
corrupt State Defects, and Abuſe of our Country, the great and heavy 
Oppreſſions which the common Maſs of the People labour under as the 
natural Conſequence of that Corruption; and, at the' ſame time, bein; 
ſenſible, to a Degree of Certainty, that the Public Minds and genera 
'/ | Sentiments of the People are determined to obtain A RADICAL 
Wh REFORM OF THE COUNTRY, as ſoon as Prudence and Diſcretim 
| will permit, believes it their Duty to make uſe of every prudent Means, 
as far as their Abilities can be extended, to obtain ſo ſalutary and defir- 
able an Object as a thorough Reformation of our Country, eftabliſhed upon 
that Syſtem which is conſiſtent with the Rights of Man, For theſe Rea- 
ſons, with great Deference and Submiſſion to the Members of the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information in London, we beg Leave to requeſt that 
they will be pleaſed to admit the 'Perſons of the following Names 
annexed hereto as Members of their Society (they being our Friends, 
and Members of our Society) in order that a cloſe Connection may be 
formed, and a regular Communication maintained, between the Two 
Bodies; that being thus ſtrengthened, this Society may be better enabled 
to govern itſelf with more Propriety, and to render Aſſiſtance to their 
Fellow Citizens in this Neighbourhood, and in Parts more remote; that 
they, in their Turn, may extend uſeful Knowledge till further, fron 
Town to Village, and from Village to Town, until the whole Nation be 
Sufficiently enlightened, and united in the ſame Cauſe, which cannot fail 
of being the Caſe wherever the moſt excellent Warks of Mr. Thomas Paint 
Ind Reſidence, . ; 8 

I am, Gentlemen, | | 

| Your moſt reſpectful and fincere Friend, 
Sheffield, 8 By Order of . 

14th March, 1792. the Committee, 85 
. Secretary for this Society, 
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Names of the Twelve Members of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation in Sheffield, requeſted to be entered as Members of the Society 
of the fame Denomination in London, ts | 


o 


HAI 


Copy of a Letter from the Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional J. for- 
mation, fo the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 
| Received 19th March, 1792. Fo 


Sir, | 
Your Letter of the 8th Inſtant to Mr, ————— was Yeſterday handed 
to us, by Means of that Gentleman: He is not a Member of this Society, 
and therefore cannot perfectly anſwer your Requeſt reſpecting the Rules 


and Orders of this Society, It affords us infinite Satisfaction that the 


People in London are beginning to form themſelves into orderly Socie- 


ties, and taking into their Conſideration the great Importarce and the 
Neceſſity of a Reform of the corrupt State of our Government ; a Work, - 
than which none 1s more needful in this Nation, for the. Relief of the 
Oppreſſed : The noble Obſervation in yours, is worthy of the Accepta- 
tion of all, viz. © That no Man who 1s an Advocate from Principle for 
« the Liberty of a Black Man, but will ſtrenuouſly promote and ſupport 


e the Rights of a White Man, and vice verſa.” 


The incloſed, ſent to Mr. -—— — as below, will inform you of the 
Principles we ſet out upon, when at firſt a very ſmall Number, ſome Four 
or Five of us, meeting in each other's Houſes in an Evening, conſulting 
and condoling the very low and even miſerable Condition the People 4 
this Nation were reduced to by the Avariciouſneſs and Extort ion of that 
haughty, voluptuous, and luxurious Claſs of Beings, who would have us 
to poſſeſs no more Knowledge, than to believe all Things were created 
only for the Uſe of that ſmall Groupe of worthleſs Individuals. With 
theſe Sentiments, and peruſing Mr. Paine's Rights of Man, maturely con- 

Ai of Argument therein contained, by De- 
grees became confirmed in our Judgment, that Pride, Ambition, Luxury, 
and Oppreſſion, with every Vice, appeared to be at the Height, or nearly 
at the utmoſt Stretch; and admitting this to be the Caſe (as we do really 
believe it is) we may with the greateſt Probability expe# it cannot be very 
long before a great and perhaps a general Change <will take place, which 
will redound with more Happineſs to the People, as their Manners ar.d 
moral Practices are more conſiſtent to the Divine Will of the all-wiſe 


Diſpoſer of all Things in Heaven and on Earth. TY p 
OY n 


— 9 —— — mo 
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On theſe Principles our Numbers kept increaſing, ſo that we found it 
neceſſary, for the Sake of good Order, to divide ourſelwes into ſmall Bodies, 
of Ten Perſons each, and to hold a General Meeting once a Month; but 
of late our Numbers have increaſed ſo rapidly, and only having Thirteen 
Meeting Places all of the ſame Evening, they are ſo crouded, that we are 
adopting the Plan we firſt ſet out with, and to divide the Whole (which 
do now conſiſt of about 2000 Members) into Jythings, or Meetings of 
Ten Members each; Two hundred of theſe Meetings will include the 
Whole, from each of which a Delegate or leading Man will be choſen, and 
appointed to attend at their reſpective Places en at each: Theſe 200 
Delegates will form Twenty Meetings, of Ten Members each; and laſtly, 
from each of theſe Meetings a Delegate wiil be appointed to meet at 
the appointed Place, and theſe will form the Committee, or the Grand 
Council: By this Method, Order and Regularity will be maintained; and 
by this Method a regular Communication throughout the whole Nation 
mts ht be kept up with the moſt perfect Harmony—and we would parti. 
cularly recommend it to you in London as worthy your Adoption. As you 
increaſe in Numbers, Neceſſity will confirm theſe Sentiments. We ſhall 
he glad at any Time to correſpond, and be in cloſe Connection with you; 
93 our Cauſe is one, ſo ought our Sentiments to be unanimous : We alſo 
would recommend you to enter ino Connection with the Members of the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information in London, of whom Mr. — 

— is one; and we are fully aſſured that Gentleman will be the true 
Friend and Advocate in our Cauſe, conſiſtent with his Principles hitherto 
maniſeſted, both in Public and Private. We have encloſed a Packet 
directed to you, with a Parcel to Mr. in „who is Secre- 


tary for the ſaid Society, and who will deliver it to you when you call 


for it, it containing ſome Information. ä 


Copy of Reſolutions tranſmitted ta the Society for Conſtitutional In- 


farmation. 


At a Meeting of the Delegates of the United Conſtitutional Societies, 
held the 24th of March, 792, at the Wheel of Fortune, Saint Edmunds, 
in the City of Norwich, 1t was unanimouſly agreed to communicate to 
the Gentlemen of the London Society for Conititutional Information the 
fallowing Reſolutions : | Ek 

iſt. We are happy to fee the Succeſs of the Sheffield Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Reform, and approve of the Delegations which you aud they 
have made in order to form a Plan of General Information; we humbly 
beg that you would grant to us the ſame Favour, and it is our With that 
all the Societies of a ſimilar Kind in England were only as ſo many Mem- 
bers e and indiffelubly united in one Political Body. | 

zdly. We believe that inſtructing the People in Political Knowledge, 
and in their natural and inherent Rights as Men, is the only effectual 
Way to obtain the grand Object of Reform; for Men need only be made 
acquainted with the Abuſes of Government, and they will readily join in 
every lawful Means to obtain Redreſs., We have the Pleaſure to inform 
you that our Societies conſiſt of /ome Hundreds; and new Societies are 
Frequently forming, which by Delegates preſerve a mutual Intercourſe with 
each other. for Infirudtion and Inos nation; and the greateſt Care has been 

taken 


le 


repreſented in Parliament, 


Correſpondence with the Society at Sheffield, 
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taken to preſerve Order and Regularity at our Meetings, to convince the 


World that Riot and Diſorder are no Parts of our Political Creed, 

zdly. We believe, and are firmly perſuaded, that Mr. Burke {the 
once Friend of Liberty) has traduced the greateſt and moſt glorious Revo- 
lution ever recorded in the Annals of Hiſtory — We thank Mr. Burke for 
the Political Diſcuſſion provoked, and by which he has opened unto us 
the Dawn of a glorious 2 | 8 
Ithly. To Mr. Thomas Paine our Thanks are eſpecially due, for his 
Firlt and Second Part af the Rights of Man; and we ſincerely wiſh that he 
may live 7o ſee his Labours crowned with Succeſs in the general Diffuſion 
of Liberty and Happineſs among Mankind. | | 

thly. We view, with Concern, the late Diſcoveries relative to the Welt. 

minſter Election, in 1788; and conceive ourſelves and all true Friends of 
Freedom, under great Obligations to Meſſrs. Thomſon, Wyndham, Fran- 
cis, Taylor, and all the noble and ſpirited MINORITY, for their Exer- 
tions in order todiſcover the true Source of that abominable and iniquitous 
Procedure. | | 

6thly. We congratulate our Brethren in the various Parts of the King- 
dom, on the Progreſs of Political Knowledge, and earneſtly intreat them 
to increaſe their Afciations, in order to form One grand and extenfive 
Union of all the Friends of General Liberty — And we hope the Time is 
not far diſtant, when the People of England will be equally and faithfully 


Signed by Order, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the London Correſponding So- 
ciety to the Preſident of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


Silk, EEE. | 3 

I am ordered by the Committee to ſend to the Society for Conſſita. 
tional Information in London a Copy of our Motives for aſſociating, and 
the Reſolutions we have come to. We mean to perſevere in the Cauſe 
we have embarked in; that is, to have (if poflible) an equal Repreſenta- 
tion of the People of this Nation in Parliament. . 

We ſhould be exceedingly happy to enter into a Correſpondence with 
that Society, if it is not too much Preſumption in us to expect ſuch an 
Honour; but as our Cauſe is one, we hope that they will deign to take 
ſome Notice of us, who are now entering upon a Matter of ſuch vaſt Im- 


portance. | 3 2 
Von will ſee, by one of our Reſolutions, that we have entered into a 


I am, Sir, | 
With all Deference, 
| | Your mott obedient | 
March 3oth, 1792. | And moſt humble Servant, 


2 2 8 * 


Copy 
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| a Letter from Lord John Ruſſel to I. Cartwright, Eft 
Coy * the Society for Conſtitutional Information: N ö 


SIR, | Z 5 | 
Fully ſenſible that the Society for Conſtitutional Information have made 
no ſacrifice to Delicacy in their Addreſs to us, we on our patt ſhall 
affect no Diſguiſe. | | | | 
Voluntary Aſſociations not being armed with Public Authority, have 
no Force but that of Truth, no Hope of Succeſs but in the Strength of 
Reaſon, and the Concurrence of the Public. | | | 
We profeſs not to entertain a Wiſh „ that the great Plan of Public 
* Benefit which Mr. Paine has ſo powerfully recommended will ſpeedily 
ce he carried into Effect,“ nor to amuſe our Fellow Citizens with the mag. 
nificent Promiſe of obtaining for them © the Rights of the People in the 
« full Extent,” —the indefinite Language of Deluſion, which by openin 
unbounded Projects of Political Adventure tends to deſtroy that Public 
Opinion which 1s the Support of all free Governments, and to excite a 
Spirit of Innovation of which no Wiſdom can foreſee the Effects, and no 
Skill direct the Courſe. We view Man as he is, the Creature of Habit, 
as well as of Reaſon. We think it therefore our bounden Duty to pro- 
ys no extreme Changes, which, however ſpecious in Theory, can never 
e accompliſhed without Violence to the ſettled Opinions of Mankind, 
nor attempted without endangering ſome of the moſt eſtimable Advan- 
tages which we confeſſedly enjoy. We are convinced that the People 
bear a fixed Attachment to the happy Form of our Government, and the 
genuine Principles of our Conſtitution; theſe we cheriſh as Objects of juſt 
Affection, not from any implicit Reverence, or habitual Superſtition, but 
as Inſtitutions beſt calculated to produce the Happineſs of Man in Civil 
Society : And it is becauſe we are convinced that Abuſes are underminin 
and corrupting them, that we have aſſociated for the Preſervation of thoſe 
Principles, | 
We wiſh to reform the Conſtitution becauſe we wiſh to preſerve it.“ 
Afſociations formed in the Face of Power, in oppoſition to the In- 
tereſts of our preſent Legiſlators, evince that Individual Security and Per. 
onal Independence are already eſtabliſhed by our Laws. | 
The immenſe Accumulation of Debt, the enormous Taxation of Seven- 
teen Millions of Annual Revenue, demonſtrate that the collediwe Intereſts 
of the Community have been neglected or betrayed. | | 
We believe the defective Conſtitution of the Aſſembly, entruſted with 


the Public Purſe, to be the real Source of this Evil. With this View we 


have pledged ourſelves to 9 a timely and ſalutary Reform, adhering 
in every Meaſure we may take to the fundamental Principles of the 
Conſtitution. According to thoſe nee er Principles, the People 
have a perfect Right to poſſeſs an Organ, by which the Public Mind may 
ſpeak in Legiſlation; and to bind their Repreſentatives to the Intereſts of 
the whole Community, by a frequent Renovation of the Truſt. Theſe 
Objects accompliſhed, we believe Abuſes will find no Protection in a 
genuine Repreſentation of the People; that Regulations beſt adapted to 
the Public Happineſs will be gradually infuſed into our Laws, through the 
known Channels of Legiſlation: And that the agitated Minds of Men, 


reſuming their Confidence in Parliament, will ſubſide into a calm Expec- 


tation 


1 0 © 8 


aſſociated for the Purpoſe of obtaining Parliamentary Reform, 
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tation'of Redreſs, without forgetting the Principles or violating the Form 
of the Conſtitution, © * | 
Theſe, as we think, are the Views of Men deteſting Anarchy, yet ſin- 
cere Friends of the People. Your Letter appears to us to be written with 
a View to create Diſtruſt of our Deſigns, to inſinuate Doubts of Sincerity, 
and to excite an early Suſpicion of our Principles in the Minds of the 
People. We have not, however, refuſed, in Anſwer, to diſclaim what we 
condemn, and to avow our real Objects, from the Purſuit of which we 
will not ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted by any Controverſy, We muſt beg 
Leave, at the ſame Time, to decline all future Intercourſe with a Society 
whoſe Views and Objects, as far as we can collect them from the various 
Reſolutions and Proceedings which have been publiſhed, we cannot hel 
regarding as irreconcileable with thoſe real Intereſts on which you profe 
to inform and enlighten the People. > | 
a2” (Signed) | 
Freemaſon's Tavern, : JOHN RUSSELL, Chairman. 
Saturday, May 12th, 1792. 


Freemaſon's Tavern, May 12th, 1792. 
At a General Meeting of the Society of the Friends of the People 


The Right Hdnourable Lord John Ruſſell in the Chair, 


Reſolved, That the Proceedings of the Day, including the Letter from 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and the Anſwer of this Society 
to that Letter, be printed and publiſhed. 925 

Reſolved, That, together with the Anſwer of this Society to the Letter 
of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, there be tranſmitted to 
John Cartwright, Eſq. Chairman of that Society, a Copy of the Reſolu- 
tion of the Society of the Friends of the People, to print and publiſh the 


Letter, and Reply. 
: 1 JOHN RUSSELL, Chairman. 


\ 


Copy of a Letter from Stockport, to the Secretary of the London Cor- 


reſponding Society, Received 27th Sept. 1792, 


Dear Sir, | 
In Obedience to the Wiſhes of the Society here, I have the Pleaſure of 


2 the Honour of your Letter and the Packet which the 


Kindneſs of our Brothers of the London Correſponding Society ſo oppot- 


tunely preſented us with. | 
It is doubly deſerving our Thanks, as it ſhews your Kindneſs, and as 


it will be uſeful in the Formation of our Infant Society: We ſtand much 
in Need of your Experience in this Particular, and we doubt not of your 
beſt Aſſiſtance. We are ſurrounded by a Majority, a formidable One in- 
deed, in Power, Abilities, and Numbers, but we are not diſmayed. 

We have carefully peruſed the Addreſſes, and I am to obſerve on their 
Contents in general, that the Sentiments hardly riſe to that Height which 
we expect from Men, ſenſible of their full Claims to abſolute and uncon- 
trolable Liberty, i. e. unaccountable to any Power which they have not im- 


nediately conſtituted and appointed. | 
1 * Theſe 
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Theſe are our Sentiments, whatever may be yours, though in the pre 
ſent State of Political Knowledge it may be prudent not to avow then 
openly. We deſire your Sentiments on the Means of accomplifhing that 
Object which we preſume you have in View in common with us. We 
think it expedient that we ſhould perfectly underſtand each other in the 
Beginning, leſt the Appearance of Diſunion _ furniſh Matter of 

xpreſſion, which ſays, 
«© Numerous other Reforms would undoubtedly take place, &c. &c,”—. 
But we aſk, how is that Parliament to be choſen ? Can we expect it from 
the preſent Order of Things? Would not all the Evil be done away af 
once by the People aſſembled in Convention? Does it appear probable, 
that the odious Laws which we complain of will be aboliſhed any other 
Way? Can the Grievances arifing from Ariſtocracy be redreſſed, while 
the retains its preſent Authority in the Legiſlature ? Is the 
univerſal right of Conſcieuce ever to be attained, while the B 
maintain their Seats on the | 

Your Thoughts on theſe important Points we moſt earneſtly deſire may 
be tranſmitted to us as ſoon as poſſible: Not directed as the laſt ; we fear 
it will excite Suſpicion, Direct to Mr. — ., Stock. 
port, who is Chairman occaſionally in the Abſence of — . Who 
reſides too far from hence to be at Hand on Emergencies. | 

 Your's, &c. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Margarot 10 the Friends of Univerſal 
| Peace and of the Rights of Man Society at Stockpo: t. 


818, London, 11th October, 1702. 


With infinite Satisfaction the London Correſponding Society Committee 
peruſed your Letter: They are happy to learn your ſteady Determination, 
Spite of all Obſtacles, to purſue that ſole Means of Political Felicity, a 
perfect Repreſentation of the People. 

With regard to our Publications, our Sentiments are exprefled in as 

frrong Terms as Prudence will Permit, yet plain enough awe imagine to 


convince the Public that while we expect every Thing from an Honeſt. 


and an Annual Parliament, nothing ſhort of ſuch a Senate, choſen by the 
the whole Nation, will ſatisfy us. | 3 ö 
True Generoſity, the CharaReriſtic of this Nation, and of all unper- 


verted Men throughout the Globe; calling upon us to countenance, af 


this Juncture, the arduous Struggle of the French Nation again/t De/potiſm 


and Ariſtocracy thoſe Foes to the Human Race, we have reſolved upon ad- 


dreſſing the French National Convention. | 
Without entering into the probable EffeRs of ſuch a Meaſure, Effects 
which your Society will not fail to diſcover, we invite you to join us; 


to that End herewith you have a Copy of our intended Addreſs; if you 


approve the Idea, and will concur in ſending it, be pleaſed to return us 
without Delay a Copy, ſigned by your Preſident and Secretary, or by the 
Delegates, ſtating each for how many Perfons he ſigns, we will then aſſo⸗ 
ciate your Body with ours, and with ſome others who have already aſſented 
to the Meaſure.—If, on the contrary, you diſapprove that Mark of Zeal 


toxwards 
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twards the enly Nation that has hitherto undertaken to reſtore to Mankind 
its juſt Rights, pleaſe to communicate to us your. Objections. 

I am, Sir, ; 

For the Committee of Delegates, 


Your's, &c. 5 
8 M. M. Ch. 


Copy of a Letter from the Editors of The Patriot to the Secretary .of 
the London Correſponding Society. 8400 * 


Six, 5 Sheffield, October 1 5th, 1792. 
Having nothing particular to communicate to your Society at the Time 
of the Publication of our laſt Number, we contented ourſelves with a ge- 
neral Acknowledgment of the Receipt of your Favour. We now gladly 
embrace this Opportunity of eſpecially thanking you for the ſame, and 
at the ſame Time aſſuring you, that the Communications you ſent us ſhall 
appear in the next Number of The Patriot. | | 
e beg Leave alſo to throw in our Mite of Commendation on the 
laudable Spirit which you have evinced, in your Intention to addreſs the 
National Convention of France; and hope ſincerely, that yaur Example 
will be followed by all the Societies in the two Kingdoms, Ireland have 
ing already ſet the example. | 8 DER. 
Within theſe few days we have received a Letter from the Secretary of 
a Society intended to be formed at Stockport, a very populous manufac- 
turing 'Town, only Seven Miles from 8 Copy of which we 
think it neceſſary to ſend you herewith, by which you will ſee the unjuſtifi- 
able Oppoſition which is making by the Enemies to a Reform, and the 
Friends and Tools of arbitrary Power, again the Increaſe of thoſe So- 
cieties, and the Attempt to cruſh and annihilate our Efforts in the Cauſe 
of Freedom in the very Bud, We thought it our Duty to anſwer the 
Letter immediately, in Order to give them every Encouragement within 
the Scope of our feeble Abilities; and herewith alſo ſend your Society a 
Copy of our Letter on that Occaſion ; but we are apprehenſive that the 
Voice of a few Individuals may not have Weight enough to anſwer the 
wiſhed-for End, of inſpiring them with ſufficient Confidence to perſevere, 
We hope your Society will alfo give them your Sauction, Advice, and Support, 
as it will be in vain for the Friends to Reform to contend with the tre- 
mendous Hoſt of Enemies they have to encounter, unleſs they firmly on 
all Occafions ſtand by and ſuecour one another. - OM 
It is with the greateſt Satisfaction we announce to you, that ſeveral So- 
cieties have been formed within the laſt Three Weeks in Edinburgh, not 
leſs than Seven or Eight; and alſo that a Patriotic Print is about to make 
its Appearance, under the Direction of Major Johnſen, who is alſo Pre- 


| fident of One of the Societies. We have received ſome moſt ſpirited Com- 


munications from thence ; and our Bookſeller has fent an Order for 50 ad- 
ditional Numbers of every Publication of our Work more than what was 
before in Circulation with an Aſſurance that it was daily increaſing in 
Fame and Demand for it. We clearly foreſee that Scotland will ſoon take 
the Lead of this Country, and conceive it will be neceſfary to take the 
greateſt Care that an univerſal Communication ſhould be conſtantly kept 


up between the ſeveral Societies, however diſtant, and that all ſhould de- 
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termine to act upon the ſame Principle, and move together, as near at 
may be, in regular and active Uniſon. *'Twas by this Method France be. 
came fo thoroughly united; and we ought newer to he Sight fit. 
The Sheffield Society has been lately reviſed and re-organized, and 
in à very ſhort Time they will preſent the Public with an Addreſs, and 
a Set of Rules, Regulations, and Reſolves, which I think will do them 
infinite Credit, | | 
We ſhall be happy to hear from your Society on eyery Occafiqn, that 
may be agreeable and convenient; and any Communications which in 
future they may wiſh to convey to the Public through the Medium of 
The Patriot, they may rely on it every Attention and Regard ſhall bg 
„„ We remain, with great Reſpect, 
Fellow Citizen, | 
Your's 'moſt reſpectfully, 
The Editors of The Patriot. 


Copy of a Letter from Leiceſler, to the Secretary of the Scciety fap 


Conſtitutional Information. 
Sir, | T 

As I have not yet heard from you, I hope you will not omit my Re- 
queſt, and forward every neceſfary Particular by the Firſt Mail. 
We are to have our Firſt adjourned Meeting on Monday Evening 
next; and I wiſh our Secretary to be well prepared to meet every Ex. 
pectation, and every Objection. 3335 ee oe” 

' We ſhall land in Need of @ Sort of Creed for immediate Publication. 

+ 23 6 ; 'I am, c. „ II ts 


Copy of a Letter from the Society for Political Information at Ner- 


wich, to the Secritary to the London Correſponding Society. 
_ Secretary, =; Norwich, November 11th, 1792. 
ir, , 5 2 & 

We, the Society for Political Information, are defirous of holdin 
and ſtrenuouſly ſupporting the noble Sentiments which you ſo lately — 
friendly diſperſed among us; and as we ſo much admixe your well. 
— $0 Plan for a Reformation in the State, permit us, with the utmoſt 
Deference to your worthy Society, to participitate with you in all your 
great National Correſpondence, which your very Name promiſes to 
maintain; and in conſequence thereof, it is humbly deſired, by the So- 


ciety, which I have the happineſs to repreſent, to incorporate Three 


Members with your Fraternity; in doing which I ſhall here inform you 
of their Names and Reſidence, which are as follows, . 


— — 


Our principal Deſign in doing this, is, that we may have an Op rtunity 


of knowing more exactly what may be thought the moſt eligible Steps 
to be taken in carrying on this great Buſineſs of our aſſociated Brethren, 
and to have an Opportunity to aſk ſuch Sort of Queſtions as may be 
thought very reaſonable among the Brethren; eſpecially when we think 
that Publications are covered with a Sort of Obſcurity in it, as the 
Sheffield People's Declaration, which ſeemed determined to ſupport the 
Duke of Richmond's Plan only; but ſince we find, in a printed Letter 
TEccely 


New Croſs, Mancheſter, 
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received from them in a Book, that they mean to abide by fome mo- 
derate Reform, as may hereafter be hrought forward by the Friends of 
the People, which Method is uncertain to us. Again, we find that the 
Friends of the People, and the Society for Conftitutional Information 
do not exactly agree; we could be glad to know the Reaſon. It ſeems 
to me as though the Difference was this ;—The Friends of the People 
mean only a partial Reform, becauſe they leave out the Words expreſſing 
the Duke of Richmond's Plan, and talk only of a Reform; while the 
Mancheſter People ſeem to intimate, by addreſſing Mr. Paine, as though 
they were intent upon Republican Principles only: Now, to come cloſer to 
the main Queſtion, it is only defired to know whether the Generality of 
the Societies mean to reſt ſatisfied with the Duke of Richmond's Plan 
only; OR WHETHER IT IS THEIR PRIVATE DESIGN TO 
RIP UP MONARCHY BY THE ROOTS, AND PLACE DE- 
MOCRACY IN ITS STEAD. I ſhall now, Sir, give you an exadt 
Account of what Plan I could wiſh to obtain, which I have already 
moved for at our General Meeting, viz. a full and equal Repreſen- 
tation of the whole Body of the People; a general Suffrage of 
Votes, and Annual Parliaments. I remember the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information intimated to us, that Mr. uſed to 
write to them in the Name of the Revolution Society : If you ap- 
prove of that Appellation, pray be ſo kind as to give us a full and 
ſatisfactory Anſwer, I Mall ſay no more at preſent, but remain a 
Friend to Peace, not to Anarchy; a Well-wiſher to the Rights of 
Man, when obtained by Conſent ; and Your moſt Obedient, &c. 


(Copy of a Letter from Mancheſter to the Secretary of the Society 
e for Conſtitutional Information. . 


Sin Mancheſter, November 13th, 1792. 
The Mancheſter Reformation Society, being convinced that the Cauſe 
of Freedom will be much promoted by opening a Correſpondence with 


the different Patriotic Societies in this Kingdom, have therefore thought 


it neceſſary to addreſs your Society for this Purpoſe. | 
' The Canſe of Liberty goes on rapidly in this Town ; our Society meets 
Weekly, and we enter ſeveral new Members every Time, We ſhould 
have been more numerous, had not the Influence of the Ariſtocrats 
hunted us out of the Public Houſe where we met; but we hope this Step 
will be no Ways detrimental in the End, for we preſently rallied our 


Members, and took a private Houſe to meet in, where we have met 


ſome Time paſt ; We are juſt going to publiſh a freſh Declaration; and 


we have not the leaſt Doubt but when it appears, it will be the Means. 
of increaſing our Society prodigioully. 

We ſhall deem it as a great Favour if you would ſend us any Informa- 
tion that you may think worth Communication, and may reſt aſſured 
that we ſhall always be proud of any Opportunity by which it may: be in 
our Power to return the Favour, | 


(Signed) 


— 


| | Secretary to the Reformation Society. 
Pleaſe to direct to Mr, Gorſe, No. 7, Great Newton Street, near 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Leiceſter to the Secretary of the Society fir 
0 OO | Confſlitutional Information, | 
Sir, | FEY 
J ſent a Letter per Mail as a Parcel, NN you to ſend me ever 
Particular requiſite to enable us to eſtabliſh a Conſtitutional Society at 
Leiceſter, ſimilar to yours, and thoſe at Mancheſter, Stockport, &c, 
Send me, if you pleaſe, all that is neceſſary hy Fir/# Mail: We 
want Laws, Orders, Principles Creeds, Addreſſes, Nate Reſo, 
r | 
5 I am, Sir, | 
(In great Haſte) | 
Your humble Servant, 


| Leiceſter, 
Nov. 1 5th, 179 Zo 


Copy of a Letter from Coventry, #0 the Secretary of the Society for 
C Conflitutional Information. 

At a Meeting which was laſt Week convened for the Purpoſe of ins 
ſtituting a Society for Conſtitutional Information, it was determined by 
the Perſons preſent to form themſelves into a Society for that Purpoſe ; 


As it was thought eæpedient that a Plan ſhould be adopted, which would 


be calculated to produce the Object of the Inſtitution, the Society reſolved 
that they would apply to the Conſtitutional Society in London ; and, at 
their Requeſt, I have now taken the Liberty of ſoliciting you would be 
ſo kind as to tranſmit to us a Copy of the Plan of the Sheffield or any 
other Society, which you may think beft adapted to produce the End of 
the Inſtitution. Your Compliance with the Requeſt will not only be a 
Sanction to the Inſtitution, but will be attended with the ſalutary Effect 
I am, Sir, n | 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


— — ay 


P. S. Our Corporation has been appriſed of our Intention of forming 

a Conſtitutional Society; and have threatened us with a Proſecution; 

but we are determined to perſevere in our Intention. . 
Coventry, r 2h 3 : | 


Nov. 26th, 1792. 
The incloſed Hand Bill, which we privately circulated here fome time 


fence, has ſo exaſperated our Corporation, that they now declare they 


will puniſh us with that Rigour and Severity which the Proclamation 
has empowered them with e r 


Copy of a Leiter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
Sociely, to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, ? 


Sir, London, zoth November 1792. Z 


I am directed by the Committee of Delegates of the London Cor- 


reſponding Society, to ſend your Society the incloſed Copy of an 
Addreſs they are forthwith going to publiſh, as an Anſwer to the _— 
ti 
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teil AddreſsYlately ſent forth from the Aﬀociation for the Preſervation 
of Property, &c. from the Inroads of Levellers and Republicans. 
IT am, | 
With great Eſteem, 


very Dear Sir, 
y at Vour very humble Servant, 

| — - Secretary. 
We | | 
ſo, Addreſs of the London Correſponding Society to the other Societies 


in Great Britain, united for the obtaining a Reform in Parliament. 


Friends, and Fellow Countrymen, 


Ms Unleſs we are greatly deceived, the Time is approaching when the 
Object for which we ſtruggle is likely to come within our Reach. That 


fr Nation like Britain ſhould be free, it is requiſite only that Britons 


ſnould will it to become ſo - that ſuch ſhould be their Will, the Abuſes of 

our original Conſtitution, and the Alarms of our Ariſtocratic Enemies, 

. ſuffciently witneſs. Confident in the Purity of our Motives, and in the 

f in. Juſtice of our Cauſe, let us meet Falſehood with Proofs, and Hypocriſy 


d by WW vith Plainneſs; let us perſevere in declaring our Principles, and Miſre- 


ofe ; preſentation will meet its due Reward—Contempt. ER | | 
ould In this View the Artifices of a late Ariſtocratic Aſſociation, formed 


ved on the zoth Inſtant, call for a few Remarks, on Account of the Decla- 


l, at tation they have publiſhed relative to other Clubs and Societies formed 
d be Win this Nation, It is true that this Meeting of Gentlemen (for ſo they 


any WW file themſelves) have mentioned no Names, inſtanced no Facts, quoted 
d of WW no Authorities; but they take upon themſelves to afſert that Bodies of 
bea Itheir Countrymen have been aſſociated, profeſſing Opinions favourable | 
tiect Wo the RIGHTS OF MAN, to LIBERTY and EQUALITY ; and 


moreover that thoſe Opinions are conveyed in the Terms, NO KING, 

NO PARLIAMENT. - So much for their Aſſertions. 
If this be intended to include the Societies to which we reſpectively 
— belong, we here in the moſt ſolemn Manner deny the latter Part of the 


ning Charge; while, in admitting the former, we claim the Privilege, and 
jon; MWzlory in the Character of Britons. Whoever ſhall attribute to us the 


 -* I: xpreflions of NO KING, NO PARLIAMENT), or any Deſign 
of invading the Property of other Men, is guilty of a wilful, an im- 
pudent, and a malicious Falſehood. 

We know and are ſenſible that the Wages of every Man are his 
Right; that difference of Strength, of Talents, and of Induſtry, do 
tion aud ought to afford proportional PiſtinRtions of Property ; which, when 

q acquired, and confirmed by the Laws, is ſacred and inviolable. We 
defy the moſt flaviſh and malevolent Man in the Meeting of the 2oth 

: laitant, to bring the remoteſt Proof to the contrary. If there be no 
ding roof, we call upon them to juſtify an inſidious Calumny, which ſeems 
n. avented only to terrify independent Britons from reclaiming the rightful 

1 Conſtitution of their Country. We admit and we declare, that we are 
2 Iriends ro CIVIL LIBERTY, and therefore to NATURAL EQUA- 
LITY, both of which we conſider as the RIGHTS OF MANKIND. 
Could we believe them to be © in direct Oppoſition to the Laws of this 
nt If Land,” we ſhould bluſh to find ourſelves among the Number of its 
ical Inhabitants 


— —— — I 
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Inbabitants. But we are perſuaded, that the Abuſes of the Coriftitution 


will never paſs eurrent for its true Principles; ſince we are told in ity 
firſt Charter, that ALL ARE EQUAL IN THE SIGHT OF THF 
LAW, which “ ſhall neither be ſold, rior refuſed, nor delayed to any 
i free Man whatſoever.” Should it ever happen that “ Right and 
& Juſtice” ate oppoſed by Expence, by Refuſal, or by Delay, then is 
this Principle of Equality violated, and we are no longer free men. 
Such are our Notions of thoſe Rights, which it is boldly maintained 
tc are inconſiſtent with the Well-being of Society :'” But let us not ſuffer 
Men who avow no Principles of wage whoſe favourite Cry is Inequa. 
lity of Property, to eſtrange others of our Countrymen from aiding us 
in ſerving the Community, and from recovering to the Nation that 
Share of its Sovereignty, which has unllappily been S to corrupt 
Courtiers and intriguing Boroughmonger s. | 

If our Laws and Conſtitution be juſt and wiſe in theit Origin and 
their Principle, every Deviation from them, as firſt eſtabliſhed, muſt be 
injurious to the People whoſe Perſons and Property were then ſecured ; 
if, at the Revolution this. Country was adequately repteſented; it is now 
ſo no longer, and therefore calls aloud for Reform; 

If it be true that the People of Britain are ſuperior to other Nations 
is it that our Taxes are leſs burthenſome ? Or, that our Proviſlons are 
leſs expenſive ? Is it from the various Productions of our Soil that we 
are rich? Is it owing to the Majority of our Numbers that we are ſtrong? 
----Certainly not. ton has the Advantage in all theſe Re ſpects, and 
up to this Period ſhe has never been our Superior in Wealth, in Power, in 
Talents, dr in Virtue. But let us not deceive ourſelves, the Difference 
between us and that Nation was formerly that our Monarchy was limited, 
while theirs was abſolute----that the Number of our Ariſtocracy did not 
equal the Thouſandth Part of theirs----that we had Trial by Jury, while 
they had none----that our Perſons were protected by the Laws, while their 
Lives were at the Mercy of every Titled Individual. We, therefore, 
had that to fight for which to them was unknown.—-ſince we were Men 
while they were Slaves. | 

The Scene has indeed changed----Like out brave Anceſtors of the laſt 
Century, they have driven out the Family that would have deſtroyed 

them, they have ſcattered the Mercenaries who invaded their Freedom, 
and have © broken their Chains on. the Heads of their Oppreſſors.” 
It, during this Conflict with Military Aſſaſſins and domeſtic Traitors, 
Cruelty and Revenge have ariſen among a few Inhabitants of the Ca- 
ital, let us lament theſe Effects of a bloody and tyrannous Manifeſto, 
— let us leave to the hypocrite Pretenders to Humanity the Taſk of 
blackening the Misfortune, and attributing to a whole Nation the AQ 
of an enraged Populace, 
As we have never yet been caſt ſo low at the Foot of Deſpotiſm, ſs it 
is not requiſite that we ſhould appeal to the ſame aw ful Tribunal with out 
a}; Brethren on the Continent. May our Enmities be written in Sand, but 
{81 may our Rights be engraven on Marble! We defire to overthrow no 
as Property, but that which has been raiſed on the Rains of our Liberty, 
| We look with Reverence on the Landed and Commercial Intereſts of out 
. Country; but we view with Abhorrence that Monopoly of Burgage 
4 Tenures unwarranted by Law or Reaſon, in this or any other Nation in 
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Let us then continue, with Patience and Firmneſs, in the Path which is 
heoun, Let us wait and watch the enſuing Seffions of Parliament, from 
bon eve have much to hope, and little to fear. The Houſe of Commons 
may have been the Source of our Calamity, it may prove that of our 
Deliverance. Should it not, wwe truſt we ſhall not prove unworthy of 
r Forefathers, whoſe Exertions in the Cauſe of Mankind fo well deſerve 
Dir Imitation. 


(Signed) MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman, 


— — Cty 


London, ; 
29th Nov. 1792. 
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Appendix E. 


Copy of a Letter from the Constitutional Society at Sheffield to the Secretary of 
© the Society for Const tutional Information. 


zhbeffield Soeiety for Constitutional Information. 


Committee Room, January 16th, 1793, 
« Resolved, | 

1 That a Circular Letter be immediately forwarded by this Committee 
« to every Society in Great Britain (that is known to us) which has 
« associated for the Purpose of obtaining a Reform in Parliament, re. 
& questing each Society to inform us in what Manner they mean to 
come forward in Support of their several Declarations during the pre. 
sent Session of Parliament.“ 

Sir, 
In Consequence of the above Resolution, we take the Liberty of ad- 
dressing your Society, and of informing you that it is the Opinion of this 
Committee, that the Sentiments and — x of every Society in 
Great Britain ought to be explicitly known, and candidly declared, in 
order that such of them as coincide in Idea on this great Constitutional 

uestion may act in Concert together; a Circumstance which will greatly 
add to their Strength and Consequence, and which indeed appears to be 
indispensably requisite to be done without further Delay. 

We therefore beg Leave to state, that in our Opinion any Reform will 
prove nugatory, or at least fall far short of the permanent and important 


& 
R * 


Aduvantages to the 1 and Constitution which we have in View, 


that does not consist of a Restoration of the Right of Universal Sufrag 
{except of Persons not of cane Mind, under the Age of Twenty-one Tears, 
and thaze incapacitated by Crimes ) together with Annual Elections; and for 
the Purpose of regaining these our Rights, we propose to petition the 
Commons House of Parliament this Session, to take into their most 
serious Consideration the precent very inadequate State of the Reprexentation 
of the Peojle of Great Britain, the various and great Abuses resulting 
therefrom, and that they will take such speedy 422 Measures to 
remove those Evils, and remedy the Grievances consequent thereon, as 
to their Wisdom shall seem most proper. | | 

As the Importance and Magnitude of the Question requires that no 
Time should be lost which can possibly be avoided, we beg that your 
Society will have the Goodness to inform us how far our proposed Plan 
meets with your Approbation, or in what RespeR, and to what Degree 


or Extent, we differ. 


At all Events it appears highly necessary that the several Societies in 
the Kingdom should request to know immediately what are the express 
Views and Plans of The Society of the Friends of the People, in 


order that they may be enabled to judge how far they shall be warranted 


in seconding and supporting the Bill which Mr. Grey bas given Notice 
he means to introduce into the House of Commons, in the ee of the 
present Session, for the Purpose of c! aining this great and desirable 
Object. . 5 
Requesting 
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Requesting an Answer as speedily as possible we remain, with che 
greatest Respect, in the Name, and _—_— of the Committee, 
| Sl 
Your most obedient Servants, | 
„President. 


— — » Secretary. 


Copy of a Letter from the Society for Constitutional Information at Birming« 
* of to the Society for Constitutional Information in London. 


Birmingham, February 6th, 1593. 


Friends and Fellow Citizens, 


The Members of the Society for Constitutional Information, established 
at this Place, November 20th, 1792, take this Opportunity of laying 


before you our printed Address and Declaration, and our Rules an 
Orders, which we have adopted from the Sheffield Society for our ins 
ternal Government ; and to shew our Justice, our Moderation, and Love 
to all Mankind, we desire your Advice and Assistance, that the general 
Mind of our Society may be formed unanimously to the best and most 
likely Mode of obtaining our long - lost Rights as Meu free born, and as 
Citizens by universal Incorporation. | | 

The interested and bigoted Supporters of the exploded System of 
Corruption are continually throwing Obstacles in the Way of all Re- 
form, and threaten us with rigorous Prosecutions, and exhibit all the 
Engines of Power and Tyranny before us for meeting to investigate tlie 
Laws of our Country, and endeavouring to obtain, in a legal and peace - 
able Manner, the Birthright of every Briton, (viz.) an equal Represen- 
tation of the People in Pata ; notwithstanding which, Numbers 
daily flock to the Standard of Liberty. We are determined, in spite of 
al base Opposition, to persevere as we have begun, in the good Cause, 
till we have obtained the desirable End, a Redress of our Grievances. 

We sincerely think the Cause is of God, and that .t would go on with- 
out our Interference; but who can stand by an idle Spectator, and ce 
our Fellow Men struggling for us in the Cause of Liberty, and not have 
a Wish to lend a helping Hand in the humane and godlike Work? | 

We ardently and sincerely desire to become instrumental in so good 
= pn ork, the Cause of Liberty and of all Mankind, both present 
and tuture. 

The grateful Thanks of our Society are given to Mr. Horne Tooke, 
Major Cartwright, Mr. Erskine, and the rest of the Members of the Con- 
titutional Society for Information in London, for their firm and manly 
Support and Perseverance in our Common Cause of Liberty and good 
Will to all Mankind, and their steady Purpose to obtain an effectuul 
Reform in the Legislative House of the People, the Commons House 
of Parliament. | | 1 1 

Our Society requests the Favour of your admitting the following 
Twelve Persons, whose Names are subscribed, to be enrolled Members + 
your Society, for the Purpose of corresponding with yours and every 
other similar Institution in the Nation, for the better regulating our 
Measures, and receiving Instruction. | | | 1 

Wishing you all the Success your laudable Undertaking deserves —we 
re, with Sincerity, your Fellow Citizens and Friends. 


C 2 | The 
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5 | [The Names of the Twelve Pers ns mentioned above, and of the Per. 


x * 


j 18 Sans to direct to, are subjoined.] 


"it * 7 


Wt Draft of a Letter from Mr. Margarot to the Constitutional Societ 
i . at Sheffield. a EE” * 


if Gentlemen, : | 12th February 1793. 
'The London Corresponding Society defer answering your kind Let, 

ter, until they shall have been able to ascertain the Sense of the whole 

1 0 Society on the Matter. They mean like wise to confer thereon with all 

N the other Societies in London, and also, if possible, to collect the Idea: 

1 of the unassociated, on an Object so important to us all. I am, 

Mo Nt HOLE - -.- e_ OY 

14 with Esteem, 

11 | EL : your Fellow Labourer, &c. 


9 Ki Cosy of a Letter from the Committee of the Friends of the People to the 
| | Secretary of the London Corresgonding Society, 12 


— ——— — 


1 Sir, Frith Street, February 15th, 1793. 
WW J am directed by the Society of the Friends of the People, to acknow. 
8 ledge the Receipt of your Letter, dated 18t February, 1793. Having 
. ledged ourſelves by our public Acts and Documents to use every Effort 
3 Fo our Power for the Purpose of obtaining a complete, substantial, and 
„ radical Reform of the Representation of the People in Parliament, we 
1 never can be supposed to have surrendered to any other Body of Men the 
Exercise of our own Discretion with respect both to the Plan which we 
; deem most effectual for the Purpose, and the Time which we may think 
0 most favourable for offering it to the Public; at present we think, that to 
q make public our Views on these Subjects would be to furnish Arms to 
i our Enemies, and to injure the Cause in which we are engaged. The 
C Period, however, 1s probably not very far distant when these Particulars 
| will be made known to the Public; it is sufficient now to express our 
4 Confidence that that Moment will prog, by Evidence more substantial 
| il than Profeſſions, that we will propose uo Plan of Reform which is short 
| of an effectual Pestruction of Abuses in the Representation of the People, 
1 nd that ye have honestly exerted eyery Faculty we poszess in chusing 
| the Time most favourable to the Success of our Plan. EEE 
Mie haye learned, with Affliction and Indignation, the arbitrary and 
1 unconstitutional Interruption of Meetings of Citizens, peaceaþly and 
11 lawfully assembled, for the Discussion and Maintenance of their Rights. 
— 14 We have ever viewed with utter Disapprobation, both of their Prinei- 
1 ciples and Proceedings, the Associations ho have been the Authors or 
Instruments of this 1 Their Principles, we think, are repug- 
nant to the free Spirit of the English Law, and their Conduct, we think, 
has been as injurious and oppressive as the Principle of their Institution 
14 is unconstitutional and absurd. But deeply penetrated as we are with 
1 these Sentiments, we neither possessed Power nor legal Competence to 
fr! if | interpose for the Protection of an Individual, suffering even under the 
| | most unjust Prosecution. We cannot, therefore, feel ourselves blameable 
for Inaction in Cases of which the Particulars were never laid before us 
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per, for us to have interfered. | 

We do not think it necessary to make any particular Remarks on those 
Publications which: you have put forth. We are not called upon to pro- 
nounce any Judgment Gn the Publications of Individuals or Societies; 
and however we may lament the Grieyances of which some of your Pub- 
lications complain, our Efforts must necessarily be limited to the Object 
of an Institution, the Creation of an Organ to speak the Public Voice in 
Legislation. | ; 2 
We cannot help expressing some Surprize at the Information that 
Societies in different Parts of the Kingdom, who were solicitous about 
the Nature and Extent of our Plans of Reform, instead of expressing 
guch Solicityde to ourselves, should have chosen the indirect and circuit- 
ous Channel of any other Society. Had they applied to the Friends of 
the People 3 they would assuredly have received every Information 
compatible with the Prudence, and with a due Regard to the Success, of 
our common Cause. | 
On the Subject of your Correspondence with the National Convention 
of France, we freely communicated to you an Opinion in our last Letter. 
We see no Reason to change the Sentiments which we then expressed 
n the Prudence and Tendency of that Measure ; for though we not only 


Cause of Freedom is congemal to the heart of a Briton,” yet we 


cannot think that Men engaged in so momentous a Cause as that of 
Reform are entitled to make public Declarations, even of 


Parhament 
their most virtuous Sentiments, in any Manner which may injure that 
Cause, serve the Purposes, and strengthen the Pretexts of its Enemies. 
Far be it from us to treat with Severity and Rigour even those Errors 
and Indiscretions into which Men may be betrayed by a generous Zeal 
for the Cause of Freedom; but surely it cannot be denied, that the Cor- 
respondence of Societies in this Country with public Bodies in Frauce 
has furnished the most specious Pretences to interested Men for confound- 
ing a virtuous Sensibility to the Interests of Liberty in other Countries, 
with a criminal Intention; introduce Disorder and Civil Commotion 
into our own; it is chiefly by the Help of this Pretext that designing 
Men have so successfully practised on the Alarms of the Public, and that 
timid Honesty has been rendered the Dupe and the Instrument of Cor- 
ruption. But on this Subject all further Remark is now become unne- 
cessary, as every good Citizen must now feel himself precluded from all 
Political Intereourse with France (for a Period which we carnestly pray 
may be very short) by a War, the Principle of which we utterly disap- 


prove; the inevitable Evils of which we deeply deplore; and at the 


possible Consequences of which we tremble. 

Among the most wise and honest Friends of Liberty there must arise 
frequent Differences of Opinion and of Conduct; and these Differences, 
the natural Effect of an independent Judgment and an independent Spi- 
rit, are perfectly compatible with mutual Confidence and Co-operation, 
When, inde ed, designing Persons avail themselves of such Differences 
to sow Distrust, and to insinuate Suspicions against the Characters and 
Intentions of Men, it is then only that they become pernicious and in- 


jurious. Against Practices which might produce such a Spirit of Dis- 
union and Distrust it is surely almost unnecessary to warn the Friends 
| of 


znd in which it might have been perhaps impossible, and perhaps impro· 


© acknowledge,” but avow with Pride, © that to wish Success to the 
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of Li at a Moment when our Enemies are so formidable and 80 


united. ey have sacriſiced all inferior Interests and all former Dif. 


ferences to their common Interest in perpetuating Abuses and Corrup. 
tions. Let it not be said, that more generous Motives have a less pow- 
erful Influence on the Human Mind, and that the Love of Liberty is 
not able to produce that Union among her Friends, which in her Ene- 
mies has arisen from the most abject and sordid Passions. 

It seems scarce necessary to represent to the London Corresponding 


Society, the peculiar Necessity o Cireumspection and Moderation at a 


Moment when the most veyal Indiscretion of the Friends of Reform is 


remarked with such malignant Watchfulness, and converted into an Ar. 


gument against the Cause of Reform itself. . 
He must surely either be a secret Enemy, or an unsafe and pernicious 
Friend of that Cause, who could prompt you to any Thing that' could 
be construed into Indiscretion, or who would labour to sow Distrust 
among the small Number of those who now appear in Behalf of Free- 
dom in England, at a Period when a Persecution is carried on against 


the Friends of Reform at Home, and a War is commenced, which in 


its Progress may combine the Arms of England with thoſe of Powers 
engaged in a Crusade against the general Liberties of Europe. 
1 In Name and by Order of the Committee. 


» 


| Draft of a Letter from the London C orretponding Society, intended as an 
Answer to the foregoing Leiter, | . 


Sir, 1 EY | 
The Committee of the London Corresponding Society have, at pre- 
sent, to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 15th of Fe- 
bruary. "OST | 
With Pleasure we perceive your Society not unwilling to keep up a 
Correspondence with us, yet, at the same Time, we are sorry that you 
Should appear to be hurt by the plain Qeustions we put to you in our 


last—to ask of you what Measures you mean to pursue in a Matter. 
which concerns us all, is certainly no Ways calling upon you to surren- 


der up to our Society, or even to the Public at large, your Discretion 
nor can we conceive that a Body of Men having pledged themselves 
to the Public can be a sufficient Security to that Public to repose im- 
plicit Confidence in them without being made further acquainted with. 
the Nature and Extent of the Plan you mean to pursue, in order that 
we the People may, if we approve it, co-operate with you—the Extent 
of your proposed Reform, we apprehend, is already | care upon, 
and we can discover no Advantage likely to result from its Secrecy— 
on the contrary, 1: we are to ask for ourselves the same Fhing which our 
Friends mean to ask for us, the latter must receive their Instruction 
from us, or we must be directed by them in either Case there must 
be no Secrets. We further conceive, that the Permanency of a Reform 
must be founded on the Acquiescence of the Public, who, after ma- 
turely deliberating on every 7 

the most useful and the best that could possibly be laid down.-—The 
Business we are engaged in is of too important a Nature to admit of 
Reserve or Disguise. — We will therefore, by the Frankness of our Be. 
Y a 6. Cn haviour, 


hing proposed, shall have found your Plan 
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haviour, ſhew ourselves worthy the Friendship of 1 Society of hone 


Men endeavouring to serve their Country, and plainly tell you, our 
Country Correspondents did not desire us to inquire of you what you 
meant to do, but fairly asked us whether we thought you honest? whe- 
ther we thought you meant to serve a Party, or the Nation? whether 
we imagined you intended a partial or a complete Reform? Addressed 
in this Manner to us, and blunt as those Questions may appear, they 
have nothing in them which can possibly offend you, the People having 
always an undoubted Right to scrutinize the Character and Principles 
of them who call themselves their Friends, and as such avow an Inten- 
tion of bringing forward Measures in which we are all 80 deeply in- 
terested. As to the furnishing our Enemies with Arms by a Disclosure 
of our Intention, we cannot conceive, that Demands founded on Con- 
stitutional Rights can lose any of their Force by being made public. 
Reason (vires acquirit 2 to triumph requires only to be known 
and as none of the People's Demands are founded on Fallacy, to take 
the Enemy by Surprize would be unworthy of the Public Champions, 
and, moreover, perfectly needles, when Truth and Reason must una» 
voidably bear down all before them without the Assistance of Guile. 


Undec the Idea, that where you say “ You neither possessed Power 


% nor legal Competence to interfere for the Protection of an Individual 


« dsuffering under the most unjust Prosecution,“ you allude to the Case 


of our Bill Sticker: We must beg to set you right, and to inform you 
we never, as a Society, sought the I, terference of any Body of Men; 
on the contrary, we are firmly persuaded, however — such Cases 
may bear upon Individuals, they will eventually prove of Service to the 
Public, nothing —_— a greater Tendency towards rousing the Conn- 
try from its too prevalent Apathy with regard to Stretch of Preroga- 
tive and Abuse of Power, | 

As to our Address to the French National Convention, we imagine it 
best to say no more about it at present, only that if it has furnished 

Pretexts to designing Men, it has only saved he the Trouble of seek- 
ing Excuses elsewhere; but such Men, even without our Aid, would 


have been at no Loss; at the same Time we are apt to believe the Plan 


for War, if conceived before then, was by no Means accelerated thereby 
intended as Preventatives, Addresses might have been effectual if they 
had been more generally adopted; the only Fault therein, that by a 
mistaken Idea the Addressers gave Credit to the Nation for a greater 
Degree of Energy than is really possessed. We agree with you that 
Unity of Sentiment was no Way incompatible with Diversity of Opi- 
nion, and that the latter is natural to independent Minds; with the same 
Object in View, their Mode of pursuing it will undoubtedly differ j-— 
with Caution, therefore, we will watch over those who wish to sow the 
Seeds of unnecessary Distrust among us, and will at the 8ame Time take 
good Care that the Dorin of implicit Confidence may not gain Ground 
among us. Full as much as yourselves we plead the Necessity of Union 
among the Friends of Liberty, but lament that it is prevented, or at 
least retarded, in many Instances, by the same Thing that promotes it 
among the Enemies of Reform, namely, Interest: with them all their 
Interest is for the Continuation of Abuses ; while to some of us-a Re- 
form must be attended with pecuniary Loss, and many others would lose 
their Employ, their daily Bread, were it known they took an active 
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Part: — thus the same Motive, assuming on one Side the Appearance of 
à Virtue, gives Emulation to bad Men, and on the other, in its vilest 
but most natural Form, stays the Progress of those who, with the best 
Intentions, labour to save their Country. | | 

We thank you for your kind and prudent Advice, enfoining us Mo- 
deration and Discretion at this critical Moment, when every Impru- 
ence in the Advocate is liable to be rende red prejudicial to the Cause 
itself. 5 

Draft of a Leer from the London Correspohding Society to the Conttitu- 
: tional Society at Sheffield. | | 


4th March, 1793. 


The London Correspotiding Society have at present to acknowledge 


your last, and to answer more fully your preceding Letter. | 
Mtb regard to petitioning Parliament, aue are unanimous in the Opinion, 
that auch a Petition will not produce a Reform ; yet, from many Contider- 
eons cue are now pertuaded, that if every Society in the Itlani will gend 
forward a Petition, wwe shall ultimately gain Ground, for as much as it 
vill force the pretent Members of the Senate to repeatedly discuss the Sub- 
fed, and their Deliberations, printed in the different Newspapers, will 
most naturally awaken the Public Mind towards the Object of our Purz 
suit; the Natiom once informed that a Reform in Parliament is sough 
for from different Quarters, gives Rise to Debates in the House 
of Commons, and is acknowledged by every Rank to be wanting, will 
begin to exercise their own Reason on the Subject; arrived at that Pe- 
riod, wwe pretume our Buciness will be nearly accomplithed. 


Let us closely follow ©p our Nottingham Brethren ; let every 80. 


ciety petition separately ; let every Week furnish a fresh Petition, an 
afford a fresh Debate ;—we seek to open the Eyes of the Public: Peti- 
tions on our Part, and Rejections on the Part of the Ministry, will ef- 
fectually do it. We therefore highly approve of yeur Idea, and will 
ourselves follow it up, and recommend it to all the other Societies 
we correspond with; and withal we recommend to you that no Time 
be lost in so doing. | ES : 
With you we We the Evils of an imprudent and inconsiderate 
War, a War rather eagerly sought for the Advancement of private Ends 
than carefully deprecated from Considerations of Public Good—a Core 
test unfavourable to this Country, whether either France or Despo- 
tism gain the upper Hand. We join with you i, Gratitude to those 
worthy Members of either House who have endeavoured to avert this 
Natfonal Calamity, to whom we have likewise returned our public 


'Thanks—and we remain with Sincerity and Affection, 
Your Friends and Fellow Labourers, . 


— — 5 


can 
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Constitutional Information. 


United Political Societies of Norwich, 5th March, 1793: 


Gentlemen, 


It is with peeuliar Satisfaction we are favoured with your Correspon- N 


dence, not merely because you are $0, although you are better fitted to diffuse 
lnxwledge, but because you are embarked in the same magnanimous 
Cause, which demands with Alacrity the Attention of every Individual, 
and it is with the utmost Regret we see so many, either from Ignorance 
of something worse, who are inimical to their own Interest, for nothing 
contributes so much to support the Oppressor as the Ignorance of the 
Oppressed, for which Purpose the Flood Gates have been opened gra- 
dually, till by Degrees the Streams of Corruption have nearly overflowed 
the Land, such as Bounty Acts, Borrowing Qualification and Septen - 
nial Acts, betzides Standing Armies, Excise and Tything Laws, with 
various others too painful 10 

thereof, and without Advantage to Society. We do not presume to reca- 


pitulate these A buses for your Information, but being experimentally 


acquainted with them, we wish to find out a Method of Redress. At 
present we see a great Propriety in Universal Sufrage and Annual Elections; 
but we beg you will be. obliging enough to inform us of what you have 
collected of the Sense of the People by your Correspondents.—We have 
to inform you, that our worthy Corresponding Societies of London have re- 


tently cubinitted Three Propositions for our Investigation: First, Whether a 


Petition to Parliament, or an Address to the King, or a Convention. 

Permit us briefly to state our Views for your Revisal ; and with re- 
spect to the First, we behold we are a conquered People; we have tamely 
submitted to the galling Yoke, and Resistance in the present Cir- 
cumstances is vain; we cannot, we cannot act the Man, and as Neces- 
eity have no Law, we think ourselves under that degrading 2 to 
tate our Grievances to the House of Commons, with a Request for Redress, 
and 5hould they refuse to grant our reasonable Petition, we have till got 
(no Thanks to them) a formidable Engine, that will convey the [nsult to 
the remotest Parts of the Kingdom. As to the Propriety of the Second, 
we wish to submit to your superior Judgment, and should esteem it a 
Favour to be informed of the Result, for at present we are dubious of 
i's good Consequences, Lastly, a Convention, and oh! that the Period 
were arrived; but in the present State of Affairs, alas! it is impracti- 
cable; yet this is the Object we purtue, and esteem any other Means only 
in Subcrdination to, and as having a Tendency to accomplich that desirable 
End. 8 | 
We wish to be in Unison with our Brethren and Fellow Labourers, 
and should be glad of any Information as soon as it is convenient, and 


we beg your Advice whether it is necessary, as soon as possible, to col- 


led Signatures to a Petition for a real Representation of the People, and by 
whom to present it; whether Mr. Coke, Mr. Burch, or any of the 
Friends of the People; and whether it is attended with any Expence. 
Our Members are both inimical to the Buziness. TE. 

We can give you no accurate Statement of the Representation in our 


Neighbourhood observe it is equally farcical here as elsewhere. To 
aides eny ber i f hen To 


Copy of a Letter fr om the Tann Socteties at Norwich to the Society for 


or Reflection, without Credit to the Framers 


— — 
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conclude with for all Favours received, wishing you 
and Success, and may Heaven avert | We subscribe 
ourselves, Gentlemen, your 8 | | 
| Obliged humble Servants, 
N | 71S (Signed) —— ——— 
Note. Please to direct to — St. Mary's Church, Mr. 
- - being no longer our Secretary. We have between 30 and 40 
separate Societies in Norwich, besides many in the Country Villages — 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Society for Conctitutioua! Inſorma- 
tion at Birmingham to the Secretary of the Society for Constitutional In- 
formation at London. | 


bo EO” IR X Birmingham, March 25th, 1793. 
At the Request of the Society for Constitutional Information J here. 
by acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter, whereby it appears that 
your Society have acceded to our Request, by electing the Persons 
(whose Names you were furnished with} as associated Members in your 
Society, for which we beg you to accept our united Thanks, and best 
Wishes that your Society may go on to accumulate a Mass of true 
Patriots, whose Principles may not be subverted by Interest, or con- 
quered by Fear. | | 

This Society offers with Gratitude their Thanks and Commendations 
to Esq. for the Present accompanying your 
Letter, but more particularly for his Zeal in the Cause of Freedom, 
which cannot be promoted but by the free Use of the Press, which we 
trust will never be restrained from Britons. Another IJ. etter accompa- 
nies this, containing a few Particulars, which we doubt not you will 
peruse with Pleasure. Will write you further on that Subject shortly. 

I am, &c. | # 
See. 


Copy of a Letter from the $ ecretary to the Constitutional & ociery at Sheffield to 
the Secretary of the London Corresponding Society. 


_ Sheffield, Committee Room of the Constitutional Society, 
Sir, | April 17th, 1793. 

I am desired by the Committee to enclose you a printed Copy of the 
Petition agreed on by the Inhabitants here, to be presented to the House 
of Commons, for a — in Parliament, and the Address accompany- 
ing the same. U Ipwards of Five Thousand Signatures are already affixed 
to it, and we have no Doubt there will be at least as many more. 
| I am, with great Respect, | 

Sir, ; 
Your most obedient Servant, 


— — — nn 


F 
Secretary to the Constitutional Society. 


To the Secretary of the Cor- 
responding Society, London. X \ | 
P. S. Having no Direction to the Constitutional Whigs, Independ- 
ents, and Friends of the People, and being desired by them « to 2 
; | | | * future 


eribe 
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future Favours through the same Channel as the last, which was by 
your Means, beg you will send the other Letter which comes directed to 
you by same Post, to Mr. —— Secretary of said Society. 


Cop yof a Letter from the Secretary of the Society for Constitutional Informa- 
tion do the Secretary of the United Political Societies at Norwich, 1 


Sir, | 16th April, 1793. 

We have to acknowledge, with great Satisfaction, the Letter which 
you favoured us with, dated the 5th Instant, relative to the most de- 
siruble of all other Objects, the Reform of a Parliamentary Representa- 
tion, The Honour you do us in supposing that we are betcer fitted than 
yourselves for the Promotion of Political Know'edge we must disclaim, 
because we observe with the greatest Pleasure that our Country Corres- 
pondents have too much Zeal and Information to want Success in their 
public Endeavours, whether at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Manchester, or 
elsewhere throughout the Nation. In our Sincerity for the Good of our 
Country we trust that we are all equal, and as such we. doubt not of our 
ultimate! Success. | 

We sce, with Sorrow, the Exiztence of those Evils which you so justly 
represent as the Streams of Corruption overflowing this Once free and 
prozperous Country, We see with Surprize and Abhorreace, that Men 
are to be found both able and willing to support those Corruptions. It is 
however no small Consolation to find that others are not wanting, in every 
Point of the Nation, of an opposite Character, wlio are ready to remedy 
by all laudable and honourable Means, the Defect in our Representation, 
the usurped Extension of the Duration of Parliaments, and other 
Grievances, such as you notice in your Letter. 4 

That the Constitution of England has no more of that Character it 


once possesed; that the supposed Democracy of the Country has become 


a Matter of Property and Privilege; and that we have therefore no longer 


that mixt Government which our Adversaries are praising, when they 


know it is o longer in our Possession, are Facts notor ous and indis- 
putable. Where then are we to look for the Remedy? To that Parha- 


ment of which we complain, to the Executive Power, which is 4mpl'citly 


obeyed, if not anticipated, in that Parliament; or to ourselves repre- 
sented, in some Meeting of Delegates for the extensive Purpose of Re. 


form, which we. suppose you understand by the Term Convention. 


It is the End of each of these Propositions that we ought to look to; 


and as Success in a good Cause must be the Effect of Perseverance, and 
the rising Reason of the Time, let us determine with Coolness, but let 


us persevere with Decision. As to a Convention, we reg erd it as a Plan 


the most desirable and most practicable, so soon as the great Body of the 


People shall be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the At- 


tempt. 
Hitherto we have no Reason to believe that the Moment is arrived for 


that Purpose. As to any Petition to the Crown, we be iev e it hopeless 


in its Consequences. With respect to the last of your Proposals, we are 
at a Loss to advise. If the Event is looked to in the Vote which may be 
obtained from that Body to whom this Petition is to be addressed, which 


of us can look to it without the Prospect of an absolute Negative? In this 


Point of View therefore it cannot require a Moment's Consideration. 
But if we regard the Policy of such a Petition, it may, in our Apprehen- 
| 92 Sion, 
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sion, be well worth considering as a warning Voice to our present Legiz, 
lators, and as a Signal for Imitation to the Majority of the People. Should 
such a Plan be vigorously and generally pursued, it would hold out à 

| Certainty to our Fellow Countrymen that we are not a Handful of Indi, 
viduals unworthy of Attention or Consideration, who desire the Resto. 
ration of the ancient Liberties of England; but on the contrary, it might 
bring into Light that Host of well-meaning Men, who, in the different 
Towns and Counties of this Realm, are silently but seriously anxious for 
Reformation in the Government. REL DE | 


We exhort you, with Anxiety, to pursue your laudable Endeavoury 


for the common Good, and never to despair of the Public Cause. 
C We are, Ke. | 
Signed by Order, in the Name of the 
Society for Constitutional Information. 
PFF 


Copy of a printed Letter from the Constitutional Society at Sheffield to the Secres 
1 tary of the London Gorresponding Society. | 


Committee Room of the Constitutional Society, Sheffield, 
_ April 24th, 1793. 

I am desired by the Committee of this Society to transmit you the an- 
nexed Resolutions, and to ask the Opinion of your Society whether it 
may not be expedient for all the Societies in Great Britain to adopt 
similar Resolutions, and to fix on a stated Time to follow them up with 
Petitions or Remonstrances, or both, against the present impolitic 
and ruinous War.—We think a Measure of this Kind, coming from 80 
many Quarters of the Kingdom at the same 'Time, would not fail of 
having great Weight; and the present lamentable State of the Country 
1 that something effectual should be adopted towards its 

elief. | 

— Requesting as speedy an Answer as poſſible, I remain, with the greatest 
Sir, . 3 13 
„ Vour most obedient Servant, | 
. e — Secretary. 


PEACE 


Ata General Meeting of the Constitutional Society of Sheffield, held | 


on Friday the 12th of April 1793, 
; in the Chair, 


Resolved, That Peace is the Blessing, and War the Curse and Scourge - 
of Nations; and that the present War is destructive of the Happiness, 


Commerce, and Liberties of this Country ; that our ManufaQturers and 


Merchants already deplore its wretched Effects; and that nothing short 


of an immediate Peace can save this Country from Ruin. 

Resolved, That as the Motives alledged by the Executive MAGIS.- 
TRA TE for conducting War against the Republic of France no longer 
exiſt, we deem it improper that a defensive should be converted into an 
offensive War, and must eventually exhaust the Revenues, and spill the 
Blood of our Countrymen. 3 

Resolved, That no Provocatives or Manifestoes of the French warrant 


us, 


ne 
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us, during this unexampled Crisis of public and domestic Dangers, in the 
Prosecution of an offensive War, which is now becoming, we dread, the 
War of Kings, and not of their Subjects. . | 5 
Resolved, That notwithstanding any previous Insults we may have of- 
fered to the Republic of France, it does not behove the Character of a 
generous Government to pursue with Vengeance tliose they hate and have 
injured. : 3 
Nestes That as our Ally is by Public Authority declared to be no 
longer in Danger, as her Towns are repaired and garrisoned; and as the 
Re. conquest of Belgie Provinces form a potent Barrier to any present Pro- 
jects of Invasion on the Part of the French, it is our Opinion that the 
Britis Troops ought to be recalled. | 5 
Resolved, That as an Alliance with the Kingdom of France was consi- 
dered by William Pitt as of the greatest Importance to the Commerce and 
Happiness of this Country, it is the Opinion of this Society that it ought 
to be renewed with the Republic of France, more especially to prevent the 
ambitious Views of those confederate Despots who, at Pilnitz and Pavia, 
agree to share the Remnant of Poland, the Spoil of France and of Eu- 
rapean Turkey. | | 


— ———, Chairman. 
— — — —. . Sccretary. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conctitutional Society at $ heffield 10 
the Secretary of the Corresponding Society in London. 


Sheffield, Committee Room of the Constitutional Society, 
Sir, May 3d, 1793. 

I am desired by the Committee to acknowledge the Receipt of your 
last Favour, and to thank you for the same. You will see by this, Copies 
of the Petitions which we sent you, that we have taken the Step you $0 
warmly recommend, and which indeed you might well suppose, after 
our circular Letter on the Subject, we ought not to omit doing. We did 
it as the Act, not of the Society alone, but cf the whole Town and 
Neighbourhood. There were nearly Ten Thousand Signatures to it. 
Me have sent you herewith several Copies of the Resolutions we have 
entered into against the War, which we beg you will distribute in such 
Manner as you shall think best for the Purpose intended, and let us know, © 
as £00n as possible, how you approve them. 

The Direction you sent before is as good a one as you can have, to Mr. 
% „Sheffield. By Order, and in the Name of the 
Committee, I am, Sir, IR 
| Your very humble Servant, 


EN | » 
Secretary to the Constitutional Society. 


Draft of a Letter from the London Corresponding Society to the 5. ecretary of 
4 : the Friends of the People at . Edinburgh. 


Sir, | London, May 17th, 1793. 
The London Corresponding Society eagerly seize the Opportunity of 
Mr. going back to Edinburgh, to request of your Society a Re- 


newal of Correspondence, and a more intimate Co- operation in that which 


both 
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tation. We are very sensible that no Society can by itself bring about 
that desirable End; let us therefore unite as much as possible, not only 
evith each other, but with every other Society throughout the Nation. Our Pe. 
titions, you will have learned, have been all of chem unsuccessful ; our 
Attention must now therefore be turned to come more gſſettual Means From 
your Society wwe avould willingly learn them, and you, on your Part, may de- 


pend upon our adopting the ſirmest Measures, provided they are Constitu- 


tional; and we hope the Country will not be behindhand with us. 

This War has already opened the Eyes of many; and should it con. 
tinue much longer, there is no answering for its Efſects on the Minds of 
the People, | s 
Our Society has met with much Persecution, nevertheless we go on 
2ncreasing in Number and Political Knowledge. Wishing you and our 
Cause all Success, we remain most cordially, Sir, : ; 

For the London Corresponding Society, 
Your Friends and' Fellow Labourers, 
| , Chairman, 
„Secretary. 


To the Friends of the People at Edinburgh. 


Copy of a Leiter from the Secretary of the Friends of the People at Edin- 
| burgh to the Secre ary of the Loudon Corresponding Society. 


Mr. did me the Pleasure to call on Thursday Afternoon, and 
delivered your Letter of the 9p Current. I am much pleased with the 
Contents of it, and shall lay it before the First Meeting of our Socte- 
ties here, which however does not take place till Monday Sevennight, 
I would have acknowledged the Receipt of your Favour by Yesterday's 
Post, but was too much employed in removing our Houschold to auo- 
ther Lodging to attend to any Thing else. 

If either, you in England or we in Scotland should attempt f- 
ratcly the Reform which we, J trust, seek to obtain, we should by 60 
doing only expose our Weakness, and manifest our Ignorance of the 
Corruption which opposes our important Undertaking. If we souglit 
only the Extirpation of one Set of interested Men from the Manage— 
ment of National Affairs, that Place might be given to another Set 
=oithout affecting the Vitals of the Sys:em adverse to Reform. These might 
be easily accomplished ; but to cut up deep and wide rooted Preju- 
dices, to give effectual Energy to the Dictates of Truth in Favour of 
public Virtue and National Prosperity, in Opposition to Selt and all its 
interested Habits, and to witlistand and overawe the final Efforts of 
the Powers of Darkness, 1s the Work of the Whole and not of a Part, 
a Work to which Mankind, till this awful Period, were never adequate, 
because never till noa drspoed to fraternixe, not merely, or only, I irust, from 
the Sense of the common Danger to cohicſ ve ar. exposed, but from the cnnobling 
Principle of Universal Benevolence. fr > | 

I know no greater Service that I can do to my Country than to pro- 
mote the Union you so wisely desire; and J am happy to assure you that 
J have hitherto discovered no Sentiment in our Association adverse to the 


most intimate and brotherly Union with the Associations in England. 
| I think 
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think the minds of all must, in the Nature of Things, be now turned ts 
more effetlual Means of Reform. Not one Person was convinced of the 
Necessity of it by the most convincing Arguments of Reason, together 
with the most unequivocal Expressions of universal Desire. What then 
is to be hoped for from Repetition; I am only afraid that the Bow in 
England against Reform was so contracted, that in returning it may break. 
You would willingly learn, you say, from us. I own that we ought to be 
forward in this. We have, at once, in great Wisdom penfeded our Plan of 


_ Organization ; and if ave were in the same independent State of Mind as t 


People if England, we would be able to take the lead. The Associations 
with you are no more I fear—excuse my freedom than an Aristocracy 
for the good of the People. They are indeed moderate, firm, and virtu- 
ous, and better cannot be; but we are the People themselves, and we are 
the first to shew that the People can both judge and resolve, if undirected 
by Faction, with both Wisdom and Moderation. | | 

I have not a higher Wish in the present Exertions for Reform, than 1 
tee the People univercally and regularly associated, because I am persuaded 
that the present disastrous Eugagements will issue in Ruin, and the 
People then must provide for themselves 5 and it would be unhappy, when 
we should be ready io at ith Unatimity, to be occupied about Organization, 
without which however Anarchy must enzue. We will not need but to 
be prepared for the Event, to“ stand and see the Salvation of the Lord.“ 
Let us therefore take the Hint given us by our Opposers; let us begin in 
earnes! to make up our Minds relative to the Extent of Reform which wwe ought 
to cee; be prepared to justify it, and to controvert Objcdions ; let us model 
the Whole in the Public Mind; let us provide every Stake and Stay of the 
Tabernacle which wwe would ere : 58 that when the T abernacles of Oppression 
in the Palaces of Ambitien ar broken down, under the Madness and Folly of 
their Supporters, we may then, without Anarchy and all dangerous Delay, 
erect at cnce our Tabernacle of Righteousress, And may the Lord himself 
be in it. Yu” 

How hurtful to the Feelings of a 1efleing Mind to look back to the 
wretched State in which the Roman Monarchy, enfeebled and broken 
by its own Corruption, left the Nations which it had subjected, like 
„ Sheep without a Shepherd,” they soon became a Prey to every In- 
vader, because there was none do gather and unite them. Had they, 
foresecing the Evil, associated for mutual Defence, no Robber would 
have been able to enslave them; they would have gr Laws to all 
Parties as well as to themselves; allGeparate Colonies and Nations 
would have sought their Alliance; but not hawing Virtue to associate, 
and heal the Divisions, and root out the selfish Spirit, which ambi- 
tion-fostering Governments procure to their Subjects, they fell under 
Oppressions, from under whose Iron Sceptre they have never yet been 
able to deliver themselves. 1 . * 1-03 Ta) 

We may ſuppoſe an Event which we deprecate; nay, ſhould we not 
be prepared for every poſſible flue of the preſent unprecedented Miviſions 
of Mankind, we have a Right to be apprehenſive of the Abilities of out 
own Managers, who are ſo afraid to depart from Precedent, that like 
Men of Detail, they may be inadequate to the Taſk of preſerving the 
Veſſel from Shipwreck, now grappling with Danger, not only great, but 
new and uncommon. If the preſent Miniſtry fail, who after them ſhall 


be truſted ? it requires little Penetration to ſee the Anarchy and Diſcord 


which 
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| which will follow ; it will be ſuch that par, fort bf & general Laim 


among the People themſelves awill be able to Beal; hafte, therefore, to aſſo. 
ciate, at leaſt to be ready to aſſociate. If then, ſuch a broken State of 
Things ſhould take place, the civil Broils that would neeeflarily enſue 
would ſoon ſubſtde before the united irreſiſtible Voice of the Whole. Do 
not, I intreat you, heſitate thinking ſuch a Work premature as yet; but 
a Month, and then it may be zo late. A malignant Party may be already 
formed, and only waiting for the Halting of the preſent Managers; it 
will then be too late to ſeek to ſubje& to Deliberation, after a Party has 
dared the Act of Rebellion. I. you go no farther than ſeparate Meetings 


in different Towns, we will not be able to confide in your Confraternity, 


becauſe, while in ſach State, you may be but the Tools of a Faction. We 
could have all Confidence, and unite with all Affection, in One 4/embly 
of Commiſſioners, from all Countries of the World, if we knew they were 
choſen by the unbiaſſed Voice of the People, becauſe they would come 
up with the ſame diſintereſted Views and Deſires as ourſelves, having all 


agreed to a common Centre of Union and Intereſt; but we could not 


confide in Fellow Citizens who kept aloof ſrom ſuch Union, and would 
not previouſly affiliate in one great and indiviſible Family, | 
In troubling you with fo long an Epiſtle I have at leaſt ſhewn' my In. 
clination to correſpond, I have alſo hinted at Things which. appear to 
me the preſent Subjects of Conſideration, becauſe I am deſirous of your 
Opinion upon them. I have poſſibly wrote with too much Freedom, hut 
you will place it to Account of Zeal in the Cauſe, and on this Score diſ- 
charge my Deſign, which is diſintereſted and philanthropic. 
| With fincere Eſteem and Affe Aion, 
J am, Sir, 
Your Wellwiſher, _ 
| W. SKIRVING, Sec. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conflitutional Society at Leeds, 


to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, 


Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society. 
Srx, | | Leeds, May zoth, 1793. 


By Requeſt of the Sheffield Society, and having received Directions 


from them for the Purpoſe of correſponding with all the Societies in 


England and Scotland, | 
We the Members of the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, in order to ob- 
tain the deſired End of Parliamentary Reform, defire fraternal Commu- 


nication with the Correſponding Society in London, 


We ſhall be glad of any Information or Inſtruction in your Power on 
all Occaſions, and hope you will find the Leeds Society always faithful 
to the Intereſts of the . and though they are but few, not exceedin 
Two Hundred, they are Men, and are determined to exert their utmoſ 
in order to inſtruct their Neighbours in their common Intereſt. 


With this we ſend you a Copy of our Addreſs and Declaration, and 


. 


ſhall ever acknowledge all Favours from you. » 
Wiſhing the Cauſe of Freedom, in which we have embarked, every 


Degree of Succeſs, 


J remain, in the Name and by 
Order of the Society, 


—— 4 
— — 6 


Copy 
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Cay of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conflitutional Society at Leeds 
to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 


Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society. h 
SIR, | Leeds, May 28th, 1793. 


By Requeſt of the Sheffield Society, that the Leeds Conſtitutional So- 


ciety would correſpond with all the Societies in Great Britain and Scot- 
land, and receive Direſtions from them for that Purpoſe, | 
We, the Members of the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, beg Leave to 
addrefs theſe few Lines to you, hoping that your paternal Affection for 
your Fellow Mortals, of whatever Deſcription, may induce you to admit 
to Fraternization a few poor Mechanics, Friends of Liberty, but Enemies 
to Anarchy. Ariftocratic Tyranny and Democratic Ignorance ſeem to 
ervade and overawe the Town of Leeds to that amazing Degree, that 
in the general we are beheld more like Monſters than the Friends of the 
People, and J believe that theſe Six Months paſt the ignorant Part of the 
People (through the Inſinuations of the Ariftocracy and the Prieſts) have 
expected us to fall on them and deſtroy them; but fince the 11th of April 
laſt, the Time we had the Opportunity of publiſhing our Addreſs and 
Declaration, and our ſteady and uniform Conduct, the People begin to 
behold us with new Eyes, and we begin to increaſe in our Numbers, and 
we boy ere long, the Perſons they took for their greateſt Enemies will 


be looked on as their beſt Friends 


We have herewith ſent you a Copy of our Addreſs and Declaration, 
and ſhall be glad if you think it worth your Notice to correſpond with 
a Company of poor Mechanics. We ſhall ever gratefully acknowledge 
all Favours. | | 

Our Numbers amount to near 'Two thouſand, and we conſtantly keep 
increaſing, and, in general, are very regular in their Conduct; but 


though through Predominancy of the Ariſtocracy they have been over- 


awed, that they ſcarce durſt tell their Neighbours they were their Friends; 
but J hope the Clouds are diſperſing, and the glorious Sun of Liberty is 


approaching to its Meridian, _ 


I remain, in the Name, and by 
Older of the Society, 
Sir, Yours, &c. 


Secretary of the Conſtitutional 
Society, Leeds. 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society to the Secre- 
tary of the Cinſlututional Society at Birmingham, 


SIR, . loth June 1793. 
It is with ſingular Satisfaction the Committee of the London Correſ- 


ponding Society received your Letter; they are very glad to ſee the 


Spirit of Freedom ſpringing up in Birmingham, and they make no 
Doubt but that the Zeal of your Society, and the Encreaſe of your 


Numbers, will ſoon do away the Stigma thrown on your Town by the 
=_— unjuſtifiabl 
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unjuſtifiable Behaviour of a Church and King Mob. We are entirely of 
your Opinion with regard to the Neceſſity of à general Union; and we 
believe as you do, that when once the Country ſhall have fo united, the 
Neios of the Day will be forced to yield to the juſt Demand of a long and 
fore oppreſſed People. 1 

With Plcaſure we accept your proffered Correſpondence, and earneſtly 
beg of you to let us hear from your Society by every Opportunity. We 
wiſh likewiſe you would point out to us /ome ſafe Mode of Conveyance for 
ſuch Informations and Publications as we may think neceſſary to be tranſ- 
mitted to you. The Poſt we no Ways rely on, as many of our Letters 
have already been intercepted, | 

If any of the Members of your Society ſhould have Occaſion to viſit 
this Metropolis, we hope you will not let him come without a Letter 
from you, and that while they ſtay here they will frequently at at the 
Meetings of our ſeveral Diviſions, and by thus afſiciating commence an 
Union which aue hope ſoon to ſee ſpread itſelf all over Britain. 

We will not enter into a Detail of our Grievances; we are equally well 
informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly convinced that nothing ſhort 
of Annual Parliaments and Univerſal Suffrage can reſtore us to that De- 
gree of Civil Liberty we are juſtly entitled to, &c. &c. 
To ———z—, Secretary to the 

Birmigham Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information. 


Copy of a Letter from the Political Societies at Norwich to the Secrelary 


of the Londen Correſponding Society. Received 25 June, 1793- 
Anſwered 25 Fuly, 1793. | 


'The Political Societies of Norwich, 

SIR, | 

T lately received your Letter from Mr. , dated April 22d, 
which, through Multiplicity of Buſineſs, we have omitted to anſwer— 
hope you will excuſe the Delay. We alſo received your friendly Letter, 
prior to that, wherein you ftated three Propofitions ; Firſt, a Petition to His 
Majefty, or to Parliament, or a National Convention, and ordered One of 
our Committee to anſaver it ;—fhould be glad if you would inform me whether 
it abas attended to; I gave my Opinion on the Subject to the Conſtitutional 
Society of London, and found their Ideas congenial to my oaun, viz. an Ad- 


dreſs to the King—futile; a Petition to Parliament (as a conquered People) 


— tolerable; a National Convention (if Circumſtances admitted j—beſt of 
all. To what an alarming Criſis are we arrived—the Junto is formed 
and eſtabliſhed, the People become a Prey, and (to adopt the Phraſe 


of an Hibernian Apoſtate) are treated as the Swiniſh Multitude, except 


the Privilege of fattening. Wars muſt commence at the Caprice of In- 
dividuals; People torn from their Houſes to be butchered ; Windmills 
mult be attacked at the Riſk of being carried over and daſhed to Atoms; 
the Nation drained of its Suſtenance to ſupport a League, &c. &c. &c. 
Many Epithets may with great Propriety be applied, excepting ſuch as 


Fox, Sheridan, Grey, Erſkine, Lanſdowne, Lauderdale, Stanhope, Paine, 


Prieſtley, 


7 
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Prieſtley, Tooke, Wharton, Macleod, Barlow, * Mackintoſh, Cooper, 
beſides many who have ſuffered under the Iron Hand of, &c. and when 
the People have complained, and humbly requeſted a Removal of Abuſes, 
they have been treated with Inſult, Alas! where is the Majeſty of the 
People? An indifferent Obſerver would ſuppoſe it to center in Stars and 
Garters, Ribbons, and coftly Apparel, Palaces, Coaches and Horſes, with 
all the Trumpery of puerile Amuſement ;—and were it not for their ac- 
curſed Conſequences, we could bear with it; but when we conſider how 
many ſweat and toil and ftarve to ſupport it, how can we be perſuaded 
but that there is a Contrivance between the Land Owners and the Mer- 
chant to hold the People in Vaſſalage ; for they eat up the People as they 
eat Bread ;—the Influence of the Ariſtocracy and Hierarchy is become 
very alarming, for they have abſorbed and ſwallowed up the People ; but 
a Rumour is ſpread from the South, and it is terrible to Tyrants,—it 
{tings their Mind,—it galls their Fleſh, and like Paſhur, are a Terror 
to themſelves, left the People ſhould aſſert their Rights, : 

| | | Yours, &c. 


Copy of a Letter from the Hertfordſhire Society to the Secretary of the 
| London Correſponding Society. | 


SIR, ; Hertford, July 5th, 1793. 

Owing to ſome Miſtake in the Poſt your Letter did not arrive till after 
the Meeting of the Hertfordſhire Society in April laſt had taken place, 
| therefore had not an Opportunity of laying it before the Society. till 
their General Meeting of Monday laſt. I am directed by the Society to 
acknowledge the Receipt of your Favour, and to aſſure you, that they ſhall 
be happy to co-operate with the London Correſponding Society for the 
Attainment of the common Object of Parliamentary Reform, ſo far as 
the Views of the Two Societies are compatible ; with Regard to the 
Rights of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, we do not pledge 
ourſelves to demand them. Without however entering into Reaſoning on 
the Subject, which would admit of much more Diſcuſſion than the Limits 
of a Letter would allow, they are convinced that the common Object of 
the Two Societies is the ſame, and that the Mode in which they both 
wiſh to obtain that Object is the ſame alſo, by Conſtitutional Means; 
they will therefore be happy in receiving any Communication from the 


London Correſponding Society. Perſeverance and Union are the Means 


by which Parliamentary Reform muſt be obtained. They ſhall not, they 
truit, be found deficient in the One, and are at all Times diſpoſed to cul- 
tivate the other, 6 
J have the Honour to be, 6 
Vour obedient humble Servant 
„Secretary. 


All Letters to the Society are to be addreſſed to ——, Hertford. 


— ——— — 
\ 


Copy of a Letter from Tewkſbury, to the Secretary of the London 
Correſponding Society. 


Fellow Citizen, : July 6th, 1793. 
Am commiſſioned by the Society, as being Secretary, to thank you for 


your Favour of the Letter and Pamphlets—they are happy to find the 
K 2 h | Exiſtence 
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Exiſtence of ſuch Aſſociations as yours for the Attainment of ſo laudable 
a Purpoſe as that of a Parliamentary Reform, and hope to ſee them more 
eneral throughout the Kingdom they think it high Time for the People 
in this Country to look into Things, and keep a ſtricter Watch over their 
Rights and Liberties than they have hitherto, leſt they ſhould be under. 
mined, eſpecially when Abuſes fo glaring are perpetually ſtaring them in 
the Face, which the moſt prejudiced and intereſted will not but allow, 
As you wiſhed to be informed reſpectipg our Society, ſhall give you 
a conciſe View of it. We call it the Society for Political and Moral 


Information — we have a Set of Articles for the conducting of it—Monthly 


and Quarterly Meetings for the propoſing of Books, and ſettling the 
Secretary's Accounts—we take in a periodical Work called 'The Patriot, 
and a Town and Country News-paper. 

We have no Correſpondence with any Society; but would gladly, were 
it not for the Prejudice that prevails, which to be ſure has in ſome Mea- 


| ſure ſubſided, and the Smallneſs of our Number; but however we ſhall be 


= to receive a Line from you when any Thing particular occurs, —The 
urning of Thomas Paine's Effigy, together with the Se Efe@s of the 
preſent War, has done more good to the cauſe than the moſt ſubſtantial 
Arguments; tis amazing the Increaſe of Friends to Liberty, and the 
Spirit of Enquiry that is gone abroad ; ſcarcely an old Woman but is 
talking Politics. We have made the beſt Uſe of your Pamphlets. The 
Society deſire their Reſpects and good Wiſhes for your Health, including 
my own, and remain, » | 
| | Your Fellow Citizen, and 
Co-operator in the glorious 
Cauſe of Liberty, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conflitutional Society at Leeds, 


to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


SIR, b 
I am deſired by the Committee of this Society to tranſmit you the an- 
nexed Reſolutions, and hope you will receive the ſame as a Token of 
their Reſpect Copies of which are ſeat to the ſeveral Societies mentioned 
in the Reſolutions, | 8 
We have received à Letter with a Petition from Glaſgow to His 
Majeſty, praying that He would take the preſent alarming State of the 
Nation into His moſt ſerious Conſideration, and uſe the utmoſt of His 
Endeavours to feſtore to us the bleſſings of Peace, which I believe will be 
followed from Leeds with a ſimilar Petition, and if followed up from all 
other places, perhaps, might have the moſt ſalutary Effect. 
| I am, | 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 
In the Name and by Order of the Society, 
2 . Sir, . EE 
Leeds, | Your moſt obedient Servant, 
July ziſt, 1793. — — 


* 


Leeds 
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| Leeds Conſtitutional Society. 
At a Meeting of Delegates of the ſaid Society, on the 26th Day of 


June inſtant, 


It was Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Society be given to Charles 


Grey, Eſquire, and the reſt of the illuſtrious Minority who ſupported 


his Motion on the 6th and 7th of May laſt, for a Parliamentary Reform. 

That the Deciſion of the Repreſentative Body on the above Motion 
ſhould only a& with the People as a Cementer of the Bonds of Fellow- 
ſhip and Unanimity ; and that this Society think it their Duty, and are 
determined, in Conjunction with all the Societies in Great Britain, to 
perſevere until they have obtained the Object of their Aſſociation. 

That the Thanks of this Society be given to the Society of the Friends 
of the People, for their laborious Endeavours to procure Information on 
the Subject of Parliamentary Reform, and for the Publication of the 
ſame, as well as the liberal Preſent lately received from them, and to 
the different Societies which have expreſſed their Defires for Affiliation 
with this Society, particularly thoſe of London, Sheffield, Birmingham, 
and Glaſgow. | 

That the Secretary do notify the above Reſolutions to Mr. Grey, and 
the ſeveral Societies reſpectively; and that theſe Reſolutions be publiſhed 
in one of the Leeds and one of the London Papers. = 
—— - Preſident. 
— — N Secretary. 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society to the 
Secretary to the Political Societies at Norwich, 


Fellow Citizen, London, 25th July, 1793. 
The London Correſponding Society have received and read with Plea- 


ſure your Letter of the 25th of June, but the Anſwer which you men- 


tion to have been made to our Three Queſtions has not yet come to 
Hand, We ſhall be glad to be informed in your next whether it was 
ever put in the Poſt-Office. SY 
With regard to the Queſtions themſelves, however Individuals may 
have made up their Minds on them, the Public /eemed moſt to approve the 
Mode of petitioning Parliament. We accordingly acquieſced, and ſent iz 
a Petition, figned by near 6,000 Perſons. With this Letter you wall 
receive a Copy of it; and with its Fate you are doubtleſs not unac- 
uainted, 
: While we agree with you that the People are treated like Swine, we 
are forced to acknowledge that ſome among them, from their Sloth and 


Ignorance, ſcarcely deſerve better Uſage ; however, unceaſingly labouring 


to meliorate their Condition as well as our own, and convinced that a 
thorough Parliamentary Reform is the only Means of effectuating it, 
we firmly purſue our Purpoſe; and in the moſt conſpicuous Manner, 
under the Eye of the Court, in the Middle of the Metropolis, and in 
the very Neſt of Place. and Penſion Hornets, the Tavern where Reeves, 
the Tool of the Junto, holds his inquiſitorial Tribunal, have lately held 


a General Meeting of the Society, ſent forth an Addreſs to the W 
| | . 
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and entered into ſome ſpirited Reſolutions, a few Copies of which we 
deſire you to accept, vas promulgate as far and as wide as you can; at 
the ſame Time reit aſſured that the Firmneſs diſplayed therein is not 
confined to Words, but that on every Occaſion our Society will be found 
foremoſt in aſſerting and recovering the Liberties of their Country, 
Exhorting you, therefore, to throw aſide all unavailing Complaint, 
we with you to occupy yourſelves in inſtructing the People, in intro. 
ducing and maintaining Order and Regularity in your own Society, 
and in forming a Junction with all others aſſociated for the fame Purpoſe 
throughout the Nation, by keeping up a conſtant Correſpondence with 
them; but, above all, orderly and corrageou/ly preparing yourſelf for the 
Event ; for as it is natural to ſuppoſe that tlioſe who now x y on the 
Public will not willingly yield up their Enjoyments, nor re-poſſeſs us of 
our Rights avithout a Strugele, which, by their Behaviour in Ireland, 
we have ſome Reaſon to think they are meditating, and perhaps may 
intend to effect by Means of thoſe very foreign Mercenaries who are 
now paid with the Sweat of our Brow, and whom, under ſome' plauſible 
Pretence, it would be no difficult Matter to land on our Shore It may 
be more advantageous to Humanity to ſhew them at firſt, that their 


Opponents are neither Mob nor Rabble, bt az indignant of orefſed Pee. 


ple, in whom is not yet entirely extind the Valtur of their Forefathers, 
Union and Increaſe being then our only Reſources, let us diligently 
exert ourleives therein with Zeal and Patience, removing Ignorance and 
Prejudice, with Firmneſs and a conſiſtent Behaviour encouraging thoſe 
who join us; and, ahove all, avoting little Bickerings among ourſelves, 
ever diſcountenancing feiliſh Jealouſies and private Animoſities, and cor- 
diallv joining with Heart and Hand in the common Cauſe, ' | 
Your Neighbourhood muſt ſeverely feel the dreadful Conſequences o 
an iniquitous, depopulating, and ruinous War, but you are not the only 
Sullerers; from various Parts of the Country we learn, that the War 
abroad has already ſpread Deſolation at home; yet ſuch is the Blindneſs 
of ſome Folks, that they talk of its being continued for Years, Peace we 


with to all Men, but to ſuch Friends Deſtruction. Let us hear from 


you ſoon, and let our future Correſpondence be more regular. We are, 

with Sincerity, Fellow Citizen, tor the London Correſponding Society, 

25 | : | | 

Your Friends and Fellow Labourers for the 
| Good of our Country, 


—_— 


Draft of a Tetter from the London Correſponding Society to the 
| Secretary of the Conſlitutional goctety at Leeds, 


Fellow Citizen, 1 zoth July, 1793. 


The London Correſponding Society have at once to acknowledge the 


Receipt of your Letter of the zoth May, and to apologize for not having 
anſwered it ſooner; but by Accident it was for ſome Time mi{laid, and 
the Multiplicity of Buſineſs upon our Hands occaſioned a {till further 
Delay. 


Highly 


* 
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Highly approving of the Directions given you by the Sheffield Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, to correſpond with every Society in 
Great Britain, we joyfully accept your Overture, and ſhall not in future 
fail to improve the Acquaintance; at the ſame Time, being Inhabitants 
of the Metropolis, and forming a Society which has undergone ſome 
Degree of Political Warfare, and thereby acquired Experience, we will, 
as Occaſion offers, moſt fraternally give you every Advice and Informa- 
tion in our Power; but as you already have the Aſſiſtance of the Sheffield 
Society, there will remain little for us to do that Way. | | 

Let not the Smallneſs of your Number deter you from arduouſly pur- 
ſuing your Plan. Reaſon makes ſure though flow Progreſs, and, having 
once gain*fl a Footing in the human Mind, can never be eradicated. 

Your Addreſs and Declaration have likewiſe been miſlaid, and as yet 
we have been unable to recover them; therefore beg you will, with your 
next, ſend us another Copy. | 

To return to ourſelves; we have made a Stand againſt the Place and 
Penſion Clubs; we have been abuſed in the Senate, calumniated in 
public, perſecuted in private, and worried out of public houſes; yet 
(we continue meeting numerouſly entire) our Demands are ſuch, that 
no one has dared to deny their Conſonance with the Principles of the 
Conftitution ; and our Doctrine makes numerous Profelytes, and greatly 
increaſes the Number of thoſe who may with Truth be ſtyled the Friends 
of their Country in particular, and of Mankind in general. We peti- 


tioned Parliament, and they were forced to admit our Petition, although 


they would not grant what it required; in ſhort, we ſtrengthen ſo much, 
that on zhe 8th of this Month we had a General Meeting gf the Society 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, the very Place where Reeves and his 
Accomplices meet. He met there at the ſame Time in a Room under 
us, and, together with his Aſſociates, ſwallowed a copious Draught of 
Mortification in ſeeing our Meeting ſo well conducted and ſo numerouſly 
attended; we ſay numerouſly, for having limited the Number of Admiſ- 
en Tickets to 700, many who had been dilatory in providing them- 
ives were unavoidably excluded. 

Incloſed you have Copies of our Petition to Parliament, of our Two 
Firſt Addreſſes, of our Correſpondence with Mr, Francis, of Mr. Whar- 
ton's Motion in the Houſe of Commons on the 31ſt May, and of the 
Addreſs to the Nation, and the Reſolutions we publiſhed at our —— 
General Meeting. You will therein diſcover all that we wiſh to obtain, 
and what cue will fully obtain ere we ceaſe to be a Society, notwithſtanding 
the Attempt now making in Ireland, and meant to be introduced into Great 
Britain. We invite you moſt cordially to co-operate with us; and even, 
if our Rules and Purſuit meet your entire Approbation, and you have 
no particular Attachment to the Name you have adopted, it might ad- 
vantage the Cauſe were you to incorporate yourſelyes with us, and go 
under one common Denomination. This however is only an Idea thrown 
out for your Conſideration. You are at perfect Liberty to notice it or 


not, 


We are, with Sincerity, your Fellow Labourers, 
&c. &c. 


Draft 


APPENDIX E. 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society to Hertford, 


Sir, London, 31ft July, 1793. 


Your Letter of the 5th Inſtant we have laid before the London Cor. 
reſponding Society, who, ſincerely anxious to promote the Cauſe of 
Freedom and Humanity, by uniting and correſponding with the Friends 
to Reform, directed us to anſwer you with all convenient Speed; but 
Buſineſs multiplying faſt upon our Hands, both from the rapid Increaſe 
of our own Society, and from the vaſt Number of Country Societies 
weekly ſtarting up, and who require at our Hands a regular Corre. 
ſpondence, we have been prevented from being ſo exact as we could 
wiſh ; the latter Impediment however is far from inauſpicious, as it may 
fairly be attributed to the Diffuſion of Political Knowledge cauſing Men 
more ſeriouſly to reflect on the ruinous Meaſures now purſued, which 
become more unpopular proportionally as they become more unwiſe. 
We receive with Pleaſure your Aſſurance of co-operating with us for 
a Reform in Parliament, an Object to which all our Endeavours tend, 
and on which our Hearts are invariably fixed ; but as your Declaration, 
that „you will not pledge yourſelves to demand Univerſal Suffrage and 
Annual Parliaments,” is followed by no ſpecific Plan of Reform of 
your own, we are under ſome Difficulty how to conclude— Perhaps, as 
Strangers, you write to us with that prudent Reſerve which is ſometimes 
neceſſary; and that Idea receives Strength from your appearing after- 
wards convinced that the common Object of the 'I'wo Societies is the 
fame, which we readily admit; but as mutual Confidence is the Baſis of 
Union, and the only rational Pledge and Support for co-operative Exer- 
tion, we truſt your next will do away every Difficulty. | 
With reſpe& to Univerſal Suffrage and. Annual Parliaments, a mature 
Conviction of their Juitice and Neceſſity for the Preſervation of Liberty 
and Proſperity to the great Body of the People, and for ſecuring the 
Independence of Parliament, was our primary inducement to aſſociate. 
We therefore candidly aſſure you, that theſe our Principles, as already 
announced to the Public, remain immutable. Unconnected with any Party 
whatever, we can conſider no Reform radical but ſuch as will enable 
every Individual of the Community to enjoy the Advantages thereof 
equally with ourſelves; for if Ignorance of the Nature of Government, 
or the Merits of the Candidates, be an Argument againſt Univerſal Suf- 
frage, as our Opponents pretend, the ſame Reaſons would equally inca- 
pacitate a great Majority of thoſe who now enjoy that Privilege, to the 
Excluſion of very many Thouſands much better informed than them- 
ſelves—not to mention, that under a more equalized Mode of Govern- 
ment, the People would be at once induced and impowered to improve 
themſelves in uſeful Knowledge. In a Word, we know no Principle, 
conſiſtent with Juſtice or Reaſon, by which we could exclude conſcien- 
tiouſly any Part of the Community from an Equality of Rights and 
Privileges, which every Member of Society vas he contributes to its 
Support, ought equally to enjoy. | | | | 
With reſpe& to Annual Parliaments, we will juſt remark, that good 
Members may be re- elected, whilſt Twelve Months we think fully ſuffi- 
cient for the Welfare of Millions to remain at the Mercy of a bad Re- 
4 : 7 : pre ſentative. 
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preſentative.— Having thus unequivocally ſtated our Principles, we ſhall 
conclude by obVerring, that the Bill juſt paſſed in Ireland is of a Nature 
to awaken the Jealouſy of every Friend to Freedom and Humanity, will 
render every Exertion juſtifiable, ſhould a ſimilar Attack upon Conſtitu- 
tional Freedom be attempted here. We ſhall be happy to unite in the 
cloſeſt Bonds of Union with the Hertford Society ; and hope, as they 
have no Party Views, that in a very ſhort Space of Time they will think 
entirely as we do on the Subject of Parliamentary Reform. 
We are, &c. &. 


On the 8th July, we had a General Meeting of the Society at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand, Reeves and his Aſſociates 
were at the ſame Time in the Room beneath us. We ſend you a few 
Copies of the Addreſs that was then publiſhed. . _ 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society to the 
Sou vrais . 
Fellow Citizens London, 3d Auguſt, 7793. 

Your Letter of the 6th July has been laid before the Committee of 
Delegates of the London Correſponding Society, and it is with great 
Pleaſure they ſee an infant Society ſtarting up in your Part of the Coun- 
try. Go on and proſper ; no Aſſiſtance ſhall be wanting on our Part as 
to Information, Inſtruction, or any other Thing in ch we can be 
uſeful to you—we herewith ſend you Copies of moſt of our Publications 
ſince we have been a Society—may they be of Service! + -' 

We recommend to you to peruſe attentively our firſt Addreſs, and the 
Rules which are annexed to it; it will likewiſe be adviſeable for you to 
abide entirely by a thorough Parliamentary Reform, as is therein ex- 
prefſed, and to pay great Attention to the Inſtruction of your Neighbours 
in their Political Rights; for which Purpoſe Weekly Meetings, it they 
could conveniently 3 place, would proye more adyantageous than your 
meeting only once a Month; and if you thought it might facilitate your 
Progreſs, the London Correſponding. Society empower us to inform you, 
that they will willingly incorporate your Society with ours, under the 
Title of The Correſponding Society in "Tewkeſbury ; and if ſo, our 
Rules will beceme yours, our [ntelligence will be the fame, and pur 
Correſpondence Weekly and regularly carried on but then our Mode 
of Proceeding muſt be entirely alike, and no Reſerve muſt take place 
between us. — We imagine ſome other Societies in other Parts of the 
Country will fall into the ſame Plan, and it need not be pointed out to 
you how much more forcible ſuch a: Junction would render every Thin 
that comes from us; but before you do it you muſt acquaint us wh 
your Deſign, in order that we may give you every Idſtruction neceſſary. 
Farewell, Fellow Citizens, and firmly rely on the Aſſiſtance and ſincere 
Friendſhip of the London Correſponding Society in io good a Cauſe. 


Yours, ſincerely. 


F i Draft 
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labour under the ſame Difficulties that we do, who are ſituate 
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Draft of * Letter from the London Correſponding Society, npparentl 
intended to be ſent to different Societies. | 


Sir, London, 1 5th Auguſt, 1793. 


The London Correſponding Society, after ſo long an Interruption in 
their Correſpondence with you, anxiouſly wiſh to renew and to render 
it more intereſting, firmly perſuaded that the Connection between the 
different Societies in Great Britain cannot be too cloſely cemented—. 
to that End they beg you will point out a ſafer Mode of Conveyance 
for our Letters than the Poſt; and wiſh you, in Anſwer to this, to give 
os the fulleſt Account of your Progreſs, and of the State of Affairs in 
ychr Department. Contiruing in a flow but ſteady Pace the Career 


which we have begun, we are nearly certain that although the Number 


of our Members do not increaſe ſo rapidly as from the Population of 
the Metropolis we might have expected, 2 our Principles make their 
Way among the Public; and many Thouſands who, from Connection, 
Intereſt, &c. may be afraid or cautious of Joining us overtly, notwith- 
ſtanding are our ſtaunch Friends in private.—You very _— do om 
in the 
very Center of Corruption; and we have no Doubt but that the Increaſe 
of your Society keeps Pace with the Increaſe of thoſe National Calami. 
ties which ever muſt reſult from an unjuſt War. 4 
Viewing with Indignation the Oppreſſion ſo generally exerciſed all 


over the Nation, againſt every Individual ſuſpected of favouring the 


Cauſe of the People, and lamenting the groſs Ignorance under which 
the People in general labour with regard to their Rights and Duties 
when calied upon to ſerve on Juries, we have determined to re-publiſh, 
with the Addition of a few Notes and an Appendix, a moſt excellent 
Pamphlet, which made its firſt Appearance about one hundred Years 
ago, and was written by that eminent Lawyer and honeſt Man, Sir John 
Hawles, Solicitor General to King William ; we therefore wiſh to know 
whether your Society would be inclined to circulate a Number of them 
in your Neighbcurhood ; and, if ſo, you will not delay to give us your 
Orders for as many as you would have ſent you; and as we ſeek merely 
to defray the Expences of the printing, the Committee have fixed the 
Frice ſo low as Twenty-five Shillings per Hundred. | 
Entreating you to give us an early Anſwer, we re nain, tor the London 
Correſponding Society. 5 | 


Liſt of Societies annexed, viz. 


Derby, 

Stack port, 

Mancheſter Ref.“ 

Mancheſter Conit. . 
Sheffield Conſt. | 
Nottingham. 


Cipy 


h 
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Copy of a Letter film Coventry to the Secretary of the London 
Correſponding Society. | 


Citizen | . Coventry, zoth Auguſt, 1793. 

I received your Favour, together with the printed Reſolutions of your 
reſpectable Society, on the 11th, I did not arrive here only on the 10th 
at Night, not being able to leave Birmingham before thar Day. - 3, 

Pleaſe to inform your Society that J believe I may be able to eftabliſh 
a Society in this deſpotic 'Town—We have drawn up our Addreſs, De- 
claration, Reſolutions, and are ordered to be printed, which I hope will 
be done this Week. 7 | 

We have adopted your laft Reſolutions, which you favoured me by 
the Poſt. | | 

I will bring theſe printed with me to London, as I hope to viſit your 
Society as ſoon as I can leave this Society in Safety.—They want 
ſtrengthening, and will have a Public Meeting next Tueſday, and we 
expect much Oppoſition from the Corporation; and as I am choſe Pre- 
fident, I will wait to receive the Hire of this Miniſterial Badge of Cor- 
ruption. | | | 

1 thall be glad if your Society could ſend an encouraging Letter to 
this infant Society by that Time. ; 
| J remain, with the greateſt Regard and Eſteem, your 
Society's Friend and Brother, labouring in the Field 
of Reform, unſolicited by any Party whatever. 


I am, dear Citizen, in the greateſt Sincerity and 
Truth, your Fellow Citizen, and Friend to the 
Human Race, 


* 


P. S. Vou will, no Doubt, exhort them to fear no Power of Corrup- 
tion, let thoſe Powers be ever ſo great, but to purſue the Reform with 
a manly and ſteady Perſeverance, unitedly with every ſimilar Inftitution 
in Great Britain; and let us not ſuffer our Society to periſh, but rather 
let us all die together for the Good of our Brother Man; fearing no 
Perſecution whatever on the Side of Corruption, or that Minifterial 
Vengeance can bring againſt thoſe who are ufing their utmoſt Exertions 
in the common Cauſe of Freedom, or are promoting Love and Good 
Will to the Human Race. | 

NM. B. J ſhall be obliged to you if you will be ſo obliging to provide 
a Room in ſome private Family for myſelf and Wife, at a moderate 
Expence.—I wiſh to be in London in Fourteen Days. 


Draft of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
- Society to Mr. Shirving. | 


Dear Sir, London, th October, 1793. 
With Pleaſure I peruſe your Favour of the zd Inſtant; but as yet 
have ſeen nor heard nothing of the Two Copies of Mr. Moir's Trial, 
which you mention as being _ to the Society, and to myſelf. Be 
| 2 kind 


— ——— — — 
Li. CR AO 


bes - 

— ——— — —- = 
P,. . 

* * . 2 
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kind enough, notwithſtanding, to return that Gentleman Thanks for his 
polite Attention; and aſſure him, that we view him in the Light of 2 
Martyr to Freedom, as well as Mr. Palmer; and that our warmeſt 
Hopes are, that the Oppreſſors of Mankind will either be aſhamed or 
afraid of carrying their revengeful Malice into Execution. 
The General Convention which you mention appears to Mr. Margarot 
(to whom alone I have communicated your Letter) and myſelf, to be a 
very excellent Meaſure; aud as ſuch I could wiſh you, without Delay, 
to communicate it officially to our Society, without any Ways mentionin 
that you had written to me privately, If in your official Letter you ſhould 
require us to ſend a Deputation to that Meeting, I have no Doubt but 
our Society would with Pleafure accept the Invitation, and I am per- 
ſuaded it may do much Good. Our Freedom, as you juſtly obſerve, 
depends entirely upon ourſelves, and upon our availing ouifelves of this 
Opportunity, aubich once loft may not be ſo ſoon recovered. I am glad to 
diſcover by your Teſtimony that I was no Ways miſtaken in the high 
Opinion I always had of Lord Daer's Patriotiſm. A Title may be a Bar 


to diſintereſted Patriotiſm, but, it ſeems, he has evinced it to be not an 
inſuperable one. | | 


You are right—it is true that we have had another General Meeting, 


at which a haſtily compoſed and ſuddenly produced Addreſs to the King 


was read, applauded, and agreed to be preſented ; but, on a cool Reviſal, 
the ſaid Addreſs being found to be more ill-natured than ſpirited, more 
dangerous in its Language than advantageous in its Object, beſides being 
too long, the Committee, with the Approbation of the Majority of the 
Society, have adopted another, much ſafer, more appoſite, and 3 


ſolely to the War. Encloſed you have a Copy of it. But you was mil- 


informed when you was told we paſſed any Reſolutions at that Meeting, 
for we only came to One, and that rather of a private Nature, namely, 
« That the Conduct of Sir James Sanderſon, in preventing the Meeting 
« of the London Correſponding Society at the Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, 
c was of ſuch a Nature as to place him below our Cenſure. | 


I am, moſt fincerely, 
Your Fellow Labourer and Well Wiſher, 
P. S. Mr. Margarot deſires to be remembered to you in the moſt affec- 
tionate Manner. Do not in future, on the Addreſs of your Better, mention 


any Thing of the London Correſponding Society ), for it was a Thouſand 
to One that I recived that Letter by Poſt, „ * 


To Mr. Skirving, Edinburgh. 


Copy of a Letter from Coventry to a Perſon in London. 


Citizen ——--- , | Coventry, October 23d, 179 3. 
The Reaſon why I did not anſwer your Letter of laſt Week was this; 
thought you would like to be informed how our Society was going on, 
therefore I Yeſterday called a Meeting at Hewit's, which was laſt Night 
well attended, and ſeveral new Members admitted; and I am ** 
„ . n 4 6 A . F y 


C- 
on 


1d 
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by ſome of the Members, that we ſhall have many more Candidates fot 
Admiſſion next Night. My Expectations of our Succeſs in our new 
Enterprize becomes more ſanguiue than ever. I have received from 
Mr. — Two Letters, and a Parcel of their Publications, which 
| diſtributed laſt Night likewiſe thoſe which we received by you from 
the London Correſponding Society, for which our Society deſired I 
would return their Thanks to Citizen — and I in- 
tend to ſend inclofed in a Box To- morrow Evening, by Balloon Coach, 
about 50 more . . of our Addreſſes to Citizen — , in order 
that he may diſpoſe of them among the different Diviſions of the Corre- 
ſponding Society; I ſhall likewiſe incloſe a few addreſſed to Mr. —, 
Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society, London, which we ſhall be 
obliged to you to preſent to him, and requeſt him to ſanction our Efforts 
in the Public Cauſe with their Correſpondence. 

I ſhall likewiſe ſend you your Umbrella, Carriage paid, by the Coach, 
To-morrow Evening, | 

Shall be obliged to Citizen ——— if he could favour us with a few 
more of their Publications, particularly their “ Addreſs to the Nation,” 
and likewiſe a few of the Songs which begin with“ God fave the 
Rights of Man, Ke. | 
| I am, with Reſpects to Mrs. ——, &c. 
| Your fincere Friend and Fellow Citizen, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conflitutional Society at 


tion 4 


Sheffield Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, 
| | | November iſt, 1793. 
* Sits | 


Your Letter, and the Refolution of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Inſor nation in London, are this Moment delivered to me by Mr, Aſhton, 
in Anf ver to which I fit down inſtantly to inform you that the Society 
has already tranſmitted its Sentiments to the Secretary of the Convention 
at Edinburgh, Mr. Skirving, and declined ſending a Delegation for 
Reaſons which I will tranſcribe in the Words of our Letter.“ That it 
« would have given this Society the moſt heartfelt Satisfaction to have 
«had a Delegation preſent at their approaching Convention, had we 
« received timely Notice of their Wiſhes that it ſhould be ſo—but it 
« unfortunately happens, that all the Gentlemen belonging to the Society, 
« which it would chuſe for ſo important a Buſineſs, are ſo previouſly 
«engaged in Affairs which they cannot poſſibly poſtpone in ſo ſhort an 
« Interval, that it is not in our Power to comply with their Requiſition 
on the preſent Occaſion. 

« 'This Society are alſo of Opinion, that to give ſuch a Meaſure its 
*« full Effect, it would be neceſſary that the other Societies in South Bri- 
© tain ſhould have Communication with each other on the Subject, and 
ebe able to aſcertain that Deputations would be ſent from at leaſt a 
Majority of the Societies in this Part of the Kingdom, And to —_— 

| | « that 


Shefield to the Secretary of the Seciety for Conflitutional Iaforma- 
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e that we ſhould be happy to unite our Efforts with theirs in Chi im 


« and ſettled Plan, we aſſure them, that if they think proper to fx 
« another Meeting in January or February, or any other Tinſe which 


may be more agreeable, and give us immediate Notice thereof, and that 


« they wiſh to ſee Delegates from the feveral Societies in this Part of the 
„Kingdom, we will write to all thoſe we are in Correſpondence with, to 
« get fuch a Delegation as may be truly wh mgm important.“ 
The above Extract will evince to you, Sir, and the Society for Con. 
ſtitutional Information, how far your Proceedings meets with our Appro. 
bation. There is a worthy Member of this Society and of the Committee, 
and I believe alſo of the Committee of Twelve, admitted into your 


Society, Citizen Alcock, now in London, and I doubt not but he has, 
' | before this will reach you, given you the whole Information herein con. 


tained; but ſo ſcrupulouſly exact am I in anſwering every Letter on Public 
Bufinefs, that I will not truſt to him, though I know he is particularly 
deſirous of being introduced to you. = 

I was choſen Secretary, pro tempore, to anſwer the Letter from Mr, 
Skirving, and therefore continue the Office thus much farther, not to 
keep you in Suſpenſe, as the Committee will not meet again before Wed. 
neſday next, and Two or Three of the Members, who have ſeen your 
Letter before I did, ſent to requeſt I would do fo. 

I cannot cloſe this Letter without remarking, that all the Societies we 
are in Correſpondence with have been remarkably remiſs in their Com- 
munications for ſeveral Months paſt; to many we have addreſſed more 
than One or Two without receiving any Anſwers. This Society has been 
very active, and particularly in ling. by which ſeveral Individual. 
have ſuffered conſide rably, as the Burthen has fallen chiefly on them. We 
have many Thouſand Members, bat a vaſt Majority of them being work. 
ing Men, the War, which has deprived many of them of 4 Employment, 
and almoſt every One of Half his Earnings, we have been crippled more 
than any other in the Kingdom. — We have the Satisfaction to know that 
ave have dere great Good, but I fear we muſt content ourſelves with god 
Intentions and Wiſhes in future, as our Funds are not only exhauſted, but 
the Society is conſiderably in Debt, and that Debt muſt fall on a fev 
who have ſtood forward on every Occaſion with their Zeal, their actire 
Ffforts, and their Credit. 3 | | _ 

It appears to me, that if the Societies do not become more active, and 


more united in their Efforts in the Time to come, what they have done 


hitherto will be rendered uſeleſs, and arbitrary Power will trample on all 
that is dear and valuable to Freemen. The Meaſures lately adopted in 
the Sifter Kingdom, Meafures as oppoſite to, and incompatible with a 
Free Conſtitution as Fire and Water, and fince followed up by the mot 
Haviſh and horrid DoRrines in the Courts in Scotland, have hitherto been 


viewed only with a Degree of Apathy by the great Bodies of the King- 


dom, which we little Folks in the Country look up to for Examples, ſtyling 
themſelves Patriotic, ſuch as “ The Society for Conftitational Informs- 
« tion in London, « Ibe Friends of the People, Ditto,” „The Friend 
« to the Liberty of the Prefs,” that we begin almoſt to think here, it ö 
Time to nip thofe Buds of Freedom which were beginning to bloſſon 
with ſo much Luxuriance, leſt they ſhould be expoſed to the Danger of 
being blighted by thoſe torpid Froſts which appear to have chilled ever} 

| animating 
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animating Influence in thoſe great Barriers which we looked to for De- 
ſence and Protection. 


to give the ſmalleſt Offence —I am a ſtaunch Democrat, and ſpeak my 
Supineneſs which appears at preſent to poſſeſs too great a Sway, as merely 
the Effect of that Warmth and Zeal for the great Cauſe we are both 
frenuous to ſupport and forward, the Cauſe of Freedom and Parlia- 
mentary Reform. I am, with _ greateſt Reſpect, 
| TR; | 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


W VU EEE 


Secretary, tre Tem ore, to the 
Conſtitutional Society, Sheffield. 


Leeds to the Secretary to the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
at London, | | 


Sir, 
Your's of the 29th I received, and laid it before the Committee of the 
Leeds Society on Monday the 4th of this Inſtant. 


having elected your Delegates to ſerve upon ſuch a laudable an Under- 
taking; but if you meant for the Leeds Society to adopt the ſame Mea- 
ſures, ſhall be glad if you will anſwer this immediately; as we are not 
vals WM acquainted with the Time of their Sitting we fear our Delegates would 
We be too late. . 


Ik. | I am, Sir, with great Reſpect, 

nt, Quarry Hill, Your Humble Seryant, 

ore 5th Nov. 1793. — 

hat | Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society. 


but I Copy of 4 Letter from the Secretary of the Society for Conflitutional 
Information at Birmingham to the Secretary of the Society for Con- 
ire ftututional Information at London. : | 


Sir, a 
\ all Your Favour of the 2eth Ult. came ſafe to Hand, and was read in a 
| in} Committee of the Society on Sunday Evening; and on firſt reading it 
h 2 obtained the Approbation of every Member preſent—This Society will, 
not at all Times, concur with you in any Meaſure that may have a Tendency 
deen to baſten the Return of departed Liberty—Our Sentiments on chat Sub- 
ing jet are mutual with yours, and unchangeable. 
livg The Object of the Miſſion of your Delegates being of the utmoſt Im- 
ma- portance to the People of this Country, and ſo intimately connected with 
their deareſt poder that One would imagine they would not heſitate a 
Moment in Support of the Meaſure, from a Conſciouſreſs that upon the 


gen Succels of the Exertions of the Friends to Reform depends the Regenera- 
7 of | | N tion 


* 


J aſſure you, my good Sir, nothing is further from my Intention than 


Mind freely; and I hope you will conſider what I have hinted at the 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conſti utional Society of 


It is with great Satisfaction we read your Letter, and approve of your 
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tion of Britain from a State of Slavery to a State of Freedom and Happi. 
neſs; and the Exaltation of Burke's Sqwin;/ Multitude to the dignified 


Character of Freemen. We have only to regret that at preſent our Ability 


will not allow us to co-operate with you, by ſending a Delegate. our. 
ſelves, in conſequence of Mr. Pitt's War of Humanity having almoſt 
utterly annihilated our Trade in this Town, and driven a great Number 
of our beſt Members and Mechanics acroſs the Atlantic; and thoſe that 
remain are but little better fituated than the wretched Inhabitants of 
Flanders. However, upon the Whole, I believe it will be productive of 
Good, as it has tended greatly to abate the Pride, aſſuage the Malice, 
and confound many of the Devices of the Enemies to Reform, particularly 
among the Dons of Church and King, And, finally, it has made many 
Proſelytes to the Cauſe of Liberty. EE 

Pleaſe to accept our belt Wiſhes to you and your Society; and permit 
me to remain, in the Name and Behalf of the Birmingham Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, | SALE 3: 


Sir, 6 MAY e | 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
— — Secretary. 
To . Secretary Novi. 6thy 1493, 
to the Society for Conſtitutional Gy 
Information, London. N 


P. S. Shall be glad to hear from you on all Occalions. 


x 


Copy of a Letter from Coventry to the Secretary of the Socie y for 
Conſlitutional Information. to ; 


Sir, ö 
In Anwer to your Favour of the 29th of October, containing a Copy 
of your Refolutions of the 28th, relative to the Election of Delegates, I 
am deſired by our Society to communicate to the Society for Conſtitu— 
tional Information, London, their Approbation of a Meaſure which we 
conceive peculiarly calculated to accelerate the Acquiſition of the Object 

propoſed. | 

I am, 
Sir, © 
Your humble Servant, 
| Secretary, 


Coventry, 
Nov. 19th, 1793. 


_— 
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Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society 
to Norwich. | 


London Correſponding Society, Nov. 23d, 1793. 


Fellow Citizens, 
. You have been already informed, by the Correſpondence ſubſiſting be- 


tween the reſpective Diviſions of the Patriotic Societies in England and 
Scotland, of the Convention called and now fitting at Edinburgh for the 
Purpoſe of obtaining a ſpeedy and radical Reform in the Syſtem of Par- 


liamentary Repreſentation; and you are alſo in Poſſeſſion of the Circum- 
ſtances of our having ſent Two Delegates ( © ---—-— —— ) to 
repreſent our increaſing Society in that reſpectable Aſſembly. The Society 
for Conſtitutianal Information alſo elected Two Repreſentatives ( — 
— — ) the latter only of whom has gone to Scotland for the Diſ- 
charge of his important Miſſion, | | 

Citizens, the Object of our preſent Letter is to inform you of the im- 

rtant Communications which our Miſſion has already produced. The 
Spirit and Reſolution it has diffuſed through the reſpective Societies in 
Scotland —the rapid Increaſe of the' avowed Friends of Liberty, which has 
already made its Appearance, and the Proſpects which have been opened 
before us of the moſt complete Union, the moſt determined Perſeverance, 
the moſt ative Exertion in every Conſtitutional Meaſure, that can be de- 
wiſed for the Recovery of our Rights, and the complete Renovation of the Li- 
berties and Happineſs, which as Men awe are entitled to, and, as Britons, we 
have been taught to expe#, An Increafe of Affection, of Zeal, of Con- 
fidence; a Concert of permanent Union; a free Communication and 
Compariſon of Sentiments and Intentions; mature Deliberation and 
mutual Reliance—theſe are the Fruits of the wiſe and ſpirited Meaſures 
adopted by the Friends of Liberty in Scotland, and ſeconded by the 


Societies of London and of Ireland. 


Britons, and Fellow Citizens! let us rouſe you to immediate Co- 


operation with theſe Efforts for the general Good, — let us awake you to 


a Senſe of the Importance of the preſent Moment, and perſuade you, 
perſuade all the Patriotic Societies in England, to ſtrengthen immediate 
Junction with this grand Federation ;—that as thoſe who are hoſtile to 
our Freedom are already united by Compacts, Intereſts, and Coalitions, 
the Friends alſo of that glorious Principle may be bound together by a 
Link more firm, more intimate, and more durable, to reſiſt every Op- 
preſſion and Uſurpation that may be attempted, and vindicate the 
« Rights of Man.” | 


The Society at Norwich has already, in ſome Degree, imitated our 


Example : For though Time and Convenience did not permit them to 


elect a ſeparate Delegate, they have ſent a written Authority to Citizen 
to act for them in that Capacity, together with Inſtructions. 

to enable him to ſtate their Sentiments to the Convention, and Directions 
for him to: correſpond with them, and render their Fraternity more 
complete. 


Citizens! Permit us to unite our Voices with thoſe of our Brethren 
in the North, to requeſt you, by ſome ſuch Method (if you cannot ren- 
der it convenient immediately to ſend a Delegate of your own) to aſſiſt 
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the cloſer Union and more immediate Communication of their reſpectire 
Societies —Perſuaded as we are that the Friends of Liberty, if encou- 
raged by the Conviction of general Union to ſtep forward and avow 
their Sentiments, are already ſo numerous and reſpectable as to enſure a 
ſpeedy Termination of the Calamities of an unjuſtifiable War, and a 
Reſtoration of every Right to which Britons and Freemen are entitled: 


| . We are, in the firm Aſſurance of your Zeal and 
| Sincerity in the Cauſe of Liberty, your affec- 
tionate Fellow Citizens, 


P. S. I received your Letter, and I ſent it to Edinburgh according to f 
your Direction. 8 : 
| tl 
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bhbheffield, Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, 
Sir, | May 25th, 1793. 155 

AM defired by the Committee of this Society to acknowledge the 

1 Receipt of your's of the 4oth Current, and of the Caledonian 


Chronicle of the ſame Date, containing the Reſolutions of the Con- 


vention of Delegates from the Friends of the People throughout 


Scotland—of which this Committèe and the Society alſo, to which 


they have been read at the ſeveral Diſtrict Meetings, highly 
approve. E * 8 "I 
This Committee did not anſwer your former Letter, becauſe they 
were unwilling to put you to any unneceſſary Expence of Poſtage, 
eſpecially as no Alteration could then be made in the ſubject Matter 
thereof. Any Communication which you may be pleaſed to favour 
this Society with, will be certain to come to Hand (barring Acci- 
dents) if directed generally to Mr. — —— at — -—— 
Church Lane, Sheffield. "Though we have never had any Miſcar- 
riage of Letters which were directed to the Secretary of the Conſti- 


tutional Society, = that Addition may perhaps be as well left out,— 
C 


As to a proper Channel; if the Parcel is at any Time very bulky and 
weighty, the Waggon will be the beſt; but if a moderate Size, it 
will come quicker by the Coach: And the Committee will be very 


glad to receive Accounts of Proceedings ſo ably and patriotically con- 


ducted. 

The Committee beg Leave to recommend to the Convention, and 
through its Members to the ſeveral Societies, to patronize and pro- 
mote as much as poſſible the Circulation of that moſt uſeful periodical 
Work, The Patriot, which certainly contains Abundance of truly 
important political Information, and has done the moſt eſſential Ser- 
vice to the Cauſe of Freedom and of the People in this Part of the 
Iſland. | 

I amr defired to expreſs the particular Approbation of this Committee, 
and Society alſo, of the Second Reſolution of the Convention, viz. 
„That the Motion to diſcontinue their Meetings when the Petitions, 
&c. are preſented, &c. is ſuſpicious and inſidious, &c. &c.” 

To how how Men, poſſeſſing the fame Principles, will at the 
greateſt Diſtance coincide and jump, as it were, into the ſame Senti- 
ments, and Expreſſion of them, 1 beg Leave to ſend you a ſhort 
Extract from the Addreſs of our Preſident, Mr, - —— at our 
laſt General Meeting, which was taken in Short Hand, and which the 
Committee hope they ſhall prevail on him to publiſh, as it is replete 
with Political Information, intereſting Anecdotes, and animated 
Elocution. | | ; | 

*« You have no Doubt, Fellow Citizens, all heard the Fate of the 
Petition ſo lately ſent from this Town and Neighbourhood for a 
Parliamentary Reform; and I ſhould ſuppoſe that the unjuſt, inde- 
cent, and inſolent Manner in which it has been rejected, and oppoſed 
Admiſtion into the Houſe of Commons by the Satellites of Miniſters, 
muſt have convinced you clearly, that the great Cauſe for the Sup- 
port of which we have aſſociated, demands our never cealing Vigi- 
ance and Attention. Dy 

a „A Reform 
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e A Reform in Parliament is almoſt aniwerſallyj allowed to be eſſen. 
tially neceſſary to the Preſervation of this Country. And as that 
great and important Event can never be brought about but by % 
powerful Interpoſition of the great Body of the People, no lawful Means 


| ſhould he left unaſſayed to remove the almoſt innumerable Impedi- 


ments which lie in the Way to obſtruct and prevent ſo defirable a 
Communication. The Enemies to a Reform are a very active, 
numerous, and powerful Body in almoſt every Neighbourhood, and 
never fail to unite on the ſmalleſt Appearance of any Cireumſtance 
which they conceive may be prejudicial to the corrupt and baneful 
Syſtem that has too long prevailed, and which it is ſo much their 
Intereſt to continue. | | | | 

«© Our common Enemies, I fay, form an active, jealous, powerfal, 
and well-diſciplined Phalanx, long enured to every poſſible Mode of 
Attack which can be made upon them—thoroughly ſkilled in the 
Science of Defence but more particularly ſo in circumventing and 
ſmothering every Attempt that may be made againſt them while in it; 
Infancy, and before it can arrive at the Power of doing them Harm— 
witneſs the various Attempts to diſcountenance, calumniate, and, if 


r to annihilate Conſtitutional Societies, The Patriot, and all 


ublications ſimilar to it; as in theſe they ſee, with terrified Aſpects, 
the future Saviours of the People, and their deareſt Rights; with an 
all-graſping and domineering Ariſtocratic Influence, poſſeſſing the 
greateſt Share of the Landed Property; with the Purſe of the Nation 
at their Command, and their Eyes ever fixed on this ruling Maxim, 
„Divide et impera, they may be almoſt thought to be invincible, 
and nothing can avail againſt their Efforts, but equal Zeal, Diſcipline, 
Activity, and ſtrict Adherence together of the Friends of the People, 
and of the Cauſe of Freedom. 5 ' | 

* You ſee then, Citizens, that, (that) it particularly behoves us 
not to ſleep upon our Poſts. The Heavenly Cherub Liberty is in 
Danger of being annihilated and deſtroyed by a Torrent of Influence 
and Corruption unexampled in the Annals of the World. It is 
Time, therefore, for all true Lovers of their Country to exert every 
Effort to preſerve and cheriſh that (that) ineſtimable Bleſſing, depri ved 


of which, both Life and Property, by being rendered precarious and 


uncertain, become but ſecondary Conſiderations. In this moſt 
laudable of all Purſuits, that of promoting and forwarding the public 
Welfare, it becomes the peculiar Duty of every One of us to contri- 
bute all in our Power, by public and private Advice and Exhortation, 
to prevent his Fellow Labourers in this glorious Vineyard from 
lagging m ſo momentous, though perhaps ſo arduous a Work ; but 
let us remember that our brave and hardy Anceſtors often fought and 
bled at every Vein, to tranſmit to us undiminiſhed, a fair and un- 
{potted Inheritance to a Conſtitutton—the Baſe, Summit, and Centre 
of which was founded and compoſed of Freedom; a Conſtitution which 
they raiſed by their Valour, ſupported by their Virtue and Wiſdom, 
and cemented with their Blood. | - 

* The Ravager Time, the unſuſpicious Nature of ſome of our 
Forefathers, added to their Supineneſs and Neglect, with other un- 
fortunate Circumſtances on one Hand, and on the other the gradual 
Put never-ccaſing Endeavours to undermine and ſubvert the noble 


Edifice, 
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Edifice, by every inſidious and unperceived Art and Machination that 
baſe and intereſted Men could deviſe—theſe Sycophants of Courts 
the venal Hirelings and male Proſtitutes, who feed and fatten without 
Remorſe on the ſpoil and Plunder of their induſtrious and oppreſſed 
Countrymen—theſe political Eſaus, who would fell their Country 


aud its Liberties for a Meſs of Pottage, have brought us to the very 


Brink of Ruin, and the Verge of Slavery; and, wiſhing to delude us 
with the Forms of the Conſtitution, have gone nigh to ſap and deſtroy 


every Prop and Pillar by which the Conſtitution itſelf is in reality 


ſupported. | 

« Be it ours, however, to keep in Mind, that there is not in the 
whole Range of Human Nature ſo degraded and deſpicable a Sight as 
that of a Nation, a People who were once free, having degenerated 
into Slaves; and let us not ever forget, that notwithſtanding we of 
the preſent Day did not receive perfect Freedom from our immediate 
Forefathers, we ſtill know that we have a juſt Claim to it; that it is our 
Duty to proſecute that Claim before our Adverfaries ſhall have the 
Inſolence to plead Preſcription as a Bar to it, Though the Pęſſſſon is 
not in us, the Night is, and we are bound to aſſert that Right, and 
tranſmit it clear of all Incumbrances to our Poſterity. What! ſhall 
we unremittingly proſecute our Claim, and ſtart indignant at the idea 
of being robbed, or unjuſtly deprived of a paltry Cottage, or a few 
Acres of dirty Land ; and ſhall we tamely and baſely ſurrender thoſe 
important Rights and Privileges which are more valuable than all the 
Acres that one man ever poſſeſſed? Forbid it, Conſiſtency ! Forbid 
it, Juſtice! Forbid it, Heaven ! 

But how, it may be aſked, how are we to proſecute our Claims? 
How are we to recover thoſe Rights of which we have been ſurrepti- 
tiouſly deprived? I anſwer, by our Fortitude and Unanimity—dy 
an inflexible Perſeverance -in demanding thoſe Rights which no Power 
on Earth is entitled to withhold from us. A Reform in Parliament, I 
repeat, is abſolutely neceſſary to ſave this Country from Ruin. I will 
tell you why,” &c.— He then gives a Diſplay of the defective ſtate 
of Repreſentation ; ſhews, that as Things are now fituated, no 
Adminiſtration, however inclined to do ſo, can govern according to 
the true Principles of Juſtice and ſound Policy, and the real Intereſts 
of the People, from the undue Influence of the Crown, Deſcribes the 


Double Cabinet in a very ſevere Strain of Animadverſion ; takes 


Notice, that the only Argument attempted to be urged againſt the 
Meaſure, is the Impropriety of the Time; and on every Oc- 
caſion, ſince its firſt being hazarded in 1692, the ſame Bugbeat 
has been uniformly oppoſed to it. But let me aſk theſe Men, 
what is a proper Time? In times of Peace; in Times of War; 
in Times of financial Depreſſion; in Times of Proſperity ; though 
the Neceſſity of it was always admitted, ſtill the Time was im- 
proper. When Mr. Grey, in the laſt Seſſion, gave Notice of his 
intended Motion on this Head, though we had bcen juſt before repre- 
ſented by the Apoſtate Pitt, in all the Glare of his didactic Pompoſity, 
to be at that Moment in a ſtate of unexampled Proſperity, yet then 


the Time was improper. 


„In the Year 1564, after the Concluſion of the War, this Country 
was equally proſperous, and ranked infinitely hig hec in point of 
a 2 | Conſcqugncs 


. 


Conſequence amongſt the Nations of Europe, when we were feared 
and courted by every Power in it, then, alſo, the Time was impro. 


per; we were afterwards involved in a rulinous and expenfive War 


with America, which dramed this Country of its Citizens and its 
Treaſures, loaded us with an Accumulation of Taxes we were hardly 
able to bear, was proſecuted contrary to the Wiſhes of the Nation, 
and Parliament ſtill voting Supplies out of the People's Pockets. 
The Syſtem of Corruption was obvious, clear as the Sun at' Noon 
Day, yet till it was not proper to agitate a Reform: Notwithſtand. 
ing it was at the ſame Time granted, that if a Reform had been made 
in the Year 17564, all thoſe ſubſequent notorious Evils would have 
been prevented. | 

& The plain Truth of the Matter is this—in the Eye of Minifters 


and their Followers, in the Eye of Placemen, Penfioners, and the 


almoſt innumerable Hoſt of the greedy and voracious Bloodſuckers 


and Devourers of the Spoil and Plunder of the People, no Time is 


proper. The Argument is a ſtale worn- out Trick of every Miniſter, 
and every venal Tool who ſupports him ; Charles Townſhend uſed 
to ſay, Petitions to this Effect were improper at Two Seaſons ; the 
Seaſon of War, and the Seaſon of Peace. In Peace, becauſe they 
tended to diſturb the general Tranguillity ; and in War, becauſe Mini- 


ſters had ſufficient Employment for their Abilities without being 


troubled with Petitions : In this Avowal of a Miniſter there is cer- 


tainly ſome Honefly ; but much more of what the Iriſh term modeſt 


Aſſurance, or what a blunt Britain calls downright Impudence. 

„The fame fallacious and deluſive Argument is made uſe of at 
the preſent Moment; and thoſe very Apoſtates, who contended 
moſt warmly and vehemently, that a Reform in Parliament was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to ſave the Conſtitution, in 1985, have now the 
barefaced Effrontery to aſlert, that it is at preſent, not only unſeaſon- 
able, but ab/olutely unneceſſary—Citizens, reflect on this; be no longer 
deceived ; convince yourſelves firſt that it is the neceſſary, and then 
determine reſolutely, and like Engliſhmen worthy of their glorious 
Anceſtors, that in Matters of Moment there is no Time like the preſent,” 

Thus ended a Speech of near Two Hours, which convinced the 


Society of the abſolute Neceffity there is to be more active and aſſi- 
- duous in the great Cauſe we are engaged to ſupport. It is remark- 


able, that at this Meeting a Motion was made to diſcontinue our 

Monthly Meetings, and to have them only Once in Three Months, 

which was reprobated by the Prefident, and ſcouted by the Society 

as Suſpicious and igſidious; and the Society has greatly increaſed every 
ay ſince. 

The encloſed Paper has had a very good Effect in Mancheſter and 
this Place, where it has been well circulated ; and as Mr. Dundas 
has had the conſummate Effrontery to ſay in St. Stephen's, that War 
is not the Cauſe of the preſent National Diſtreſs, this Committee think 
too much Pains cannot be taken to convince the People that it is. 
They therefore ſubmit it to your Conſideration, whether it may not 
be adviſable to re- print and circulate it in your Town and Neigh- 
bourhood. | | 

In the Name, and by Order of the Committee, I remain, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient Servant, e 6 
| | ö (Signed) — —cdeecretary. 

Addreſſed, Mr. Wm. Skirving, Edinburgh. | 


ſal 
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No. 2. 
i Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society, Leeds, 
Sir, May 29th, 1793. 

By Requeſt of the Sheffield Society, and having received Directions 
from them for the Purpoſe of correſponding with all the Societies 
in England and Scotland — 

We, the Members of the Conſtitutional Society in Leeds, in order 
to obtain the defired End of Parliamentary Reform, deſire fraternal 
Communication with the Society of Edinburgh. | | 

We ſhali be glad of any Information or Inſtruction in your Power 
on all Occaſions; and hope you will find the Leeds Society always 
faithful to the Intereſts of the People; and though they are but 
few, not exceeding Two Hundred, they are Men, and are deter- 
mined to exert their utmoſt in order to inſtruct their Neighbours on 
their common Intereſts. | ; 

With this we ſend you a Copy of our Addreſs and Declaration, 
and ſhall ever acknowledge all Favours from you. 


Wiſhing the Cauſe we have embarked in every Degree of Succeſs, | 


I remain, in the Name and by Order of the Society, 
Sir, Yours, &Cc. ; 
Addreſſed & To the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society, 
“ Edinburgh,” and on the Back To Mr. William Skirving, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.” 1 
| No. 3. 


Free Maſons Tavern, Saturday the 18th of May, 1793. 


At a General Meeting of the Society of the Friends of the People, 
aſſociated for the Purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, held 
this Day, | | 


in the Chair. 
| Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Thanks of this Society be return- 
ed to the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh, for their Zeal and 
Activity in the Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, and to expreſs a 
Hope and With that they will proceed with the ſame Spirit, Induſtry, 
and Temper, during the Interval between the preſent Time, and the 
Meeting of the next Lethon of Parliament. x 
in Name, and by Order of the Society, 


Chairman. 


No. 4. 
Sir, 833 | 

I have the Honour to encloſe you a Copy of the Reſolution of 
Thanks to the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh from the 
Friends of the People in London, and beg you will communicate the 
lame to the various Societies with which you correſpond in Scotland. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

Secretary to the Committee. 


| — 


No. Co 


Sir | | | 
The Speech I fent is not the Property of this Society, but in Com- 
pliance with the Requeſt contained in your Letter I have applied = 
| the 


16 
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the Proprietor, who gives you full Permiſſion to re-print it, and 
diſtribute as many as you think proper. Your Conduct on this Oc. 
cafion muſt give Satisfaction to every Friend of Reform. 3 
When I again meet with any Thing good and ſhort, I will cer. 
tainly ſend it to you. I ſuppoſe you have ſeen William Fox's Pam. 
phlers ; they are very ſhort, and extremely good indeed, particularly 
that againſt the War. ; | 
The Plan of Delegates would be very improper in this Country at 
reſent. A very ſmall Part of it indeed would be active for Reform; 
if ſuch a Meeting is attempted, it will operate, like many raſh Steps 
of ſome who wiſh well to the Cauſe, much to its Diſadvantage, 
I thank you for the Parcel of Minutes which is come to Hand, 
and remain, 
July 23d, 1793. Your's &c. 
Addreſſed, | 


William Skirving, Eſq; Edinburgh. 


No. 6. 
Dear Sir, | | 

On Saturday laſt I received a Copy of Mr. Palmer's Trial, and on 
Monday ſeveral Copies of Mr Muir's, which I have ordered to be 
diſpoſed of as directed. I had read both before — I ſhall bind them 
with Paine's Trial, and I return you and Mr. Muir Thanks for them. 
IT think Mr. Palmer's Caſe, in fome Reſpects, ſtill more extraordinary 
than Mr, Muir's.—Is it a Crime to adviſe Prudence and Moderation? 

Be ſo kind as to deſire Mr, Scott to fend regularly the Edinburgh 
Gazetteer to me, under Cover to C. Grey, Eſq; M. P.—Let hin 
charge it either to the Society, and I will pay for it at ſuch Times 
and in ſuch Manner as he defires. | 

I hope none of the Violence which has done Miſchief to the Cauſe 
of Reform in England will be imported into the Scottiſh Convention. 

The Conduct of the Friends to Reform in Scotland has always 
been admired, and I hope their Prudence and Moderation will be 
continued . 8 8 

October 29th, 1793. | I am, &c. 

Addreſſed, 
Mr. W. Skirving, Oppoſite the Foot of the Old 
Aſſembly Cloſe, Edinburgh. 


No. 7. 

Fellow Citizens, | London, November 8th, 1793. 

I duly received your Favour of the 4th Inſtant, and laid it before 
the Committee of Delegates laſt Night, who were anxiouſly waiting 
for Intelligence from Edinburgh, and were well ſatisfied with the 
agreeable Account of the great Number and Zeal of the Friends of 
Freedom in Scotland. —That Part of your Letter which mentioned 
your viliting different Towns in Scotland, for the Purpoſe of promot- 


Ing the Cauſe—they were pleaſed with the Idea, but they thought 


that it could not be put in Practice on Account of the neceſſary 
Supplies, which come in but very flowly—it is to be mentioned in 
the different Diviſions.-We have elected — (by Ballot) Chay- 

man 
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man of the Committee for the Remainder of the Quarter—we have 
alſo appointed a Committee of Conſtitution, ſeparate trom the Com- 
mittee of Delegates—One Member is choſe from each Diviſion, to 
meet on this Night for the Firſt Time, and to be totally unconnected 
with the Committee of Delegates. —We ſtill increaſe in Number 
and the Addreſs to the King, to put an End to the War, is ordered to 
be advertiſed to receive Signatures — in the Courier, Chronicle, 
Eyer's Sunday Gazetteer, afterwards by Hand Bills, &c. We have 
opened a Correſpondence with a new Society at I have to 
inform you of the Wiſh of the Society, that you would favour them 
with the Number of Delegates in the Convention, and the Number 
from England alſo, and how the Civil and Military Power reliſhes 
your Meeting, And that you would ſend ſuch a Report from the 
Convention as might appear in the Newſpapers in London. Send me 
an Edinburgh Gazetteer, when there is any Thing in it of Impor- 
tance. I would have ſent you a Courier, but they informed me 
that they fent ſeveral to the Coffee Houſes and Taverns in Edinburgh, 
for that Reaſon I thought it unneceſſary. I hope to have more Time 


to write to you more fully next Time. As ſays the Poſt 1s juſt 
going off, no more at preſent from | Du 
oo 5 é Secretary. 
Addrefled, Obs 
Mr. Margarot, and Mr, Gerald, Delegates from London. 


No, 8. | 
To the Members of the Scotch Convention. 


. Worthy Sirs, 
The Notice we have had of your different Meetings, being fo late 
15 not conveniently to allow of our Election of a Leto to join 
your Aſſembly, I take the Freedom to communicate a few Lines in 
the Name of the Society. Our Congratulations are your Due for 
the ſpirited Manner in which you have ſhewn yourſelves the Advg- 
cates and Promoters of Reformation : You, Citizens, have deſerved 
well of your Country, and your Conduct is the Subject of our Ap- 
plauſe—the ſtrong Sentiments you have imbibed are the Objects of 
our Admiration. Our Minds particularly embrace the Doctrines of 
the Right of Univerſal Suffrage, of the Neceſſity of Annual Returns, 
and of adopting theſe Principles into a definitely worded Conſtitutional 
Code, alterable only by the Expreſſion of the general Will of the 
Britiſh People, properly taken. | 
We doubt not of your Sentiments of Fraternity towards the Patriots 
of our Town, whoſe Deſire is to promote Univerſal Information and 
Univerſal Liberty. 5 a 
The All- wiſe Father of Men proſper your Undertakings. 


* — — 


| Secretary to the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, 
Leeds, Nov. 18th, 1793. fro Tempore. 

Addreſſed, ; 

Mr, William Skirving, Edinburgh. . 


| F 
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voy No. 9. \ 
=_ | . 
If T have the Satisfaction to inform you, that the Delegates from the R 
8 Societies in London have, at Length, arrived at Edinburgh. Del. L 
ll: gates from the other Societies in England, and who are now upon 1. 
It the Road, will ſoon alſo be here to wait upon the Friend. of the 
li People, in order to eſtabliſh an inalſſoluble Fraternity between the Two te 
1" Nations, and to adopt thoſe Meaſures which at this awful Period may It 
li | have a Tendency to fave the Country. 
1 Solemnly pledged as you are to a common and a juſt Cauſe, no 8 
ll | Hardſliip and no Expence can be thought too great for you, while MW 
it vou are conſcious that you are diſcharging your Duty. With no m 


Propriety can you refuſe to attend upon your Brethren from England, MW k 
who, at ſo much Expence, and from ſo great a Diſtance, have MW nc 


| 
| | come to unite their Affections and Deliberations with you. th 
feel it my Duty, in Coincidence with the Sentiments of the Gene- be 
1 ral Committee here, again to recal the Societies by their Delegates to 5! 
ll this Place. Every Moment is precious, and Delay is ſynonimous to 
Treachery. | 


I expe therefore, Sir, to have the Honour of ſeeing you on the E. 
roth Current in the General Convention of the Delegates, in Compliance M fl. 
with the public Advertiſement, which I was bound to inſert in my of. MW ſ 

| ficial Capacity, in the Gazetteer of Yeſterday, to which I entreat your 
particular Attention. ” | 

If you cannot poſſibly attend, it will be proper to call the Con- 

mittee of your Society to appoint One or Two in your Place. Nofl © 
„ Ixertion on the Part of a Friend ſhould be wanting at this 7por-M *© 
1 tant Criſis to render this Convention ſtill more reſpectable; and none] 
j who have the Caz/c at Heart, and diſcern how much is at Stake, will be 
remis. 


15 Leet it be our ardent Prayer to God, that his Wiſdom may direct fa 
} | their Meaſures, and that his Benediction may attend the Execution of b: 
| 
{ 
ö 


pong; 


I have the Honour to be, Sir, your moſt obedient Servant, ſte 
WILLIAM SKIRVING, Secretary. ha 


— 


| Edinburgh, Nov. 7th, 1793. in 
| 5 . pl: 
[| No. 10. w] 


 Eatrath from the Minutes of the General Convention of the Friends of te ti 
People, held at Edinburgh, and of their General Committee, convened i U 
con ſequence of the Arrival of the Engliſh Delegates, and of Citizens Ha- M 
{| milton Rowan and Simon Butler from Ireland, as mentioned in the foregoin i be 
1118 Nerrative. | in 
ith | | 29th OR. 1793. I io 
Milt | In the Firſt Day's Sitting of the Convention, Mr. C————Þ » 
lf moved, © That this Convention reſolve to claim for themſelves and fo 
\ their Conſtituents, the Right of Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Par cc 
li} liaments.“ | th 
il | At the ſame Sitting a Letter was read from the Four United Societies th 
4 | of Ireland. | 
| „Mr. Skirving read the Thanks of the General Meeting of th! A 


Friends of the People at Free Maſons Tavern, dated London, = an 
| an, 


ͤ ͤj . 


Fl 
ed in 
Ha- 


goin 
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May 1793, as returned by them to the Convention of Delegates at 
Edinburgh, for their Zeal and Activity in the Cauſe of Parliamentary 
Reform. He alfo read a ſimilar Letter from Mr. —— —, dated 
London, 5th October 15793, another dated London, 25th October 
1793, reſpecting the Appointment of Meſſrs. Margarot and Gerald. 
„Mr. Skirving next read a Letter from Mr. —— gecretary 
to the Aſſociation at London, dated Frith Street, No. 7, October 
16th 1793. 3 
„Mr. —————read a Letter from the Conſtitutional Society at 
Sheffield, dated 27th May 1793, and ſigned — Secretary, 
upon the whole Objects of Reform in general, containing ſome hu- 
morous Remarks on the Arguments + vans by the Tame of 
Reform, which were received with great Approbation. Mr. Skirving 
next read the printed Paper contained in the ſaid Letter, addreſſed to 
the unemployed Artiſans, &c. of Mancheſter, and containing a Num- 
ber of excellent Remarks upon the Calamities of War; figned— 
Sidney.“ 


| | 6th Nov. 1703. 
In the General Committee it appears, that a Citizen, Qne of the 
Edinburgh Delegates, having moved that the London Delegates 
fould ſtate the Situation of their Societies, Citizen Margarot an- 
ſwered, “ That the Societies in London were very numerous, though 
© ſometimes fluctuating. In fome Parts of England whole Towns 
„are Reformers ; Sheffield, and Environs there, 50,000,—In Nor- 
« wich there are 30 Societies in One.—If we could get a Conven- 
„ tion of England and Scotland called, we might repreſent Six or 
„Seven Hundred Thouſand Males, which is a Majority of all 
„% the Adults in the Kingdom; and Miniſtry would not dare to retuſe 
„us our Rights.“ | | | 
Citizen Butler, from Ireland, then ſaid, “ He did not know how. 
far he was at Liberty to fay any Thing, as. he was not a Delegate ; 
but he would give an Account of Ireland: The executive Part of the 
Government were almoſt omnipotent ; the landed Intereſt almoſt ari- 
{tocratic; the Manufacturer idle.—Lafſt Parliament was expected to 
have given Ireland Emancipation ; however that Proſpect was flatter- 
ing, a few Weeks changed the Scene.—An infamous Coalition took 
place between the Oppoſition and Miniſtry ; the Catholics retired with 
what they had got.—No longer oppoſed by them, the Government 
turned their oppreſſive Meaſures againſt the Friends of Rejorm—The 
United Iriſhmen were proſecuted ; he himfelf had experienced Six 
Months Impriſonment.—Belfaſt was declared to be in a ſtate of Re- 
bellion—though Freedom was not cried up in the Streets, yet it dwelt 
in almoſt every Heart, Univerſal Emancipation was the Meaſure 
for which he was an Advocate.—All that he knew of the Country 
was, that the firſt Day his Friend was in Edinburgh he was arreſted, 
for nothing that he knew, except it was for being ſo wicked as to 
come here.—In Scotland they yet met in Convention; in Ireland 
the Parliament had enacted Laws acainſt it.— When a Law hke 
that ſhould:take place here, he was afraid Freedom would vaniſh.”? 
Mr. C- ſaid, That he hoped thoſe that would paſs ſuch an 
Act of Parliament ſhould be forced to eat it; and heped that Scotland 
and England ſhould not ſubmit 4 . 


Citizen 
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Citizen Gerald ſaid, © That he came here armed with the Power 
of Delegation If our Neighbour's Houſe is on Fire, the greater 
ſhould be our Vigilance to prevent the Flames ſeizing our own—A 
Parchment Piece of Juſtice had been preſented in Ireland; he hoped 
that if ever it was paſſed here, we ſhould throw it in the Face of our 
Oppreſſors. Every Thing the People had gained had been through 
Conventions—the Revolution was the Conſequence of a Conyention; 
— The Revolution eſtabliſhed that Truſt abuſed was revocable—the 
Revolution excluded all Placemen and Penſioners — do we enjoy any 
Benefit from that Act? It made Miniſters reſponfible how many 
bad Miniſters have we ſeen go down to the Grave in peace, and ho- 
noured with all the Dignities a King can confer !—Union would carry 
our Principles into Execution—A Citizen from Ireland told you, 
that as ſoon as the Alarm Bell was rung, the, Oppoſition joined 
the Minifter—Party is ever a Bird of Prey, and the People their 
Banquet. | LD | | 

Es 19)ͥ9th November, 1793. 

On the firſt Day's Sitting of the Convention after it was reſumed, 
Mr. Margarot moved, —“ That previous to publiſhing an Addreſs to 
the Public, a Committee be forthwith appointed to conlider the Means, 
and draw up the Outlines of a Plan of general Union and Co- opera- 
tion between the Two Natjons in their Conſtitutional Purſuit of a 
thorough Parliamentary Refdm, which was unanimouſly agreed to. 
The Minutes of the Second Day's. Sitting bear, — That Citizen 
Gerald “ vindicated the Plan of Diviſions, as tending to enable the 
Convention to make up their Minds upon the Buſineſs to come be- 
fore them Mr. Margarot vindicated the Plan as tending to ſhorten 
the Buſineſs of the Convention, and inſiſted that the familiar Inter- 
courſe that would take place in theſe Diviſions, would be the chief Uſe 


of them. 


„Another Delegate ſhewed the Neceſſity and Importance of the 
Plan of Organization, and inſiſted that the Diviſions were neceſſary, and 
that the Loſs of a Day or Two was of no Conſideration, compared 


with the Magnitude of the Object.“ 


Mr. Margarot promiſed, in Name of himſelf and his Colleagues 
from England, that they would grudge no Time to execute with Pro- 
priety the important Buſineſs they were come upon.“ 8 

The Delegate from Sheffield roſe to remove any remaining Objec- 
tions that might be made againſt the Plan. He urged, that the grand 
Point in raiſing a good Superſtructure was to lay à good Foundation; 
to do which no Time ſhould be grudged; and ſhewed the great Utility 
of the Plan in the Nomination of Committees.” ns 

And the Convention were accordingly divided into Diviſions, 
and Places appointed for their Meetings.“ | 1 

Mr. Margarot, of new, moved, „That a Committee be appointed 
to conſider of and draw up a proper Plan of Union between No Two 
Nations, according to the Reſolution of Yeſterday.” 44 

In the Sitting of the 21ſt of November, in conſequence of Reports 
from the different Sections, a Committee of Thirteen was choſen to 
form au Union upon Mr. Margarot's Plan. | 

In the fame Meeting Gerald ſtated, ©* That to honeſt Men nothing 
was fo raluabie as Truth, and that nothing can poſſibly tend ſo much 


5 4 


the 


lr 
to the Diſcloſure of Truth as Diſcuſſion and Deliberation, That it 


was alſo very important that the Committee ſhould know as much as 
poffible of the Public Mind, in order that they might act in Union 
with it. The Convention then reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon 
the Motion of Mr. - and many valuable Hints were thrown out 
by Citizens“ dannn Gerald obſerved, that whatever. 
Difference of Opinion might exiſt in theds Walls, we can never forget 
that our Friends and our Enemies are in common, and that our Object 
is equally the ſame. He took a Review of the Means we are to uſe 
in order to ſecure our Object. He entered fully into the Subject of 
univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments. He fully proved the 
Rights of the People to theſe Benefits by their ancient Conſtitution, 
He minutely inveſtigated the Principles of Government. He aſſerted, 
that the End of all Government 1s the Good of the governed; that if 
Money be taken out of his Pocket againſt his Conſent, it is of little 
Conſequence whether it be taken by the Robber on the Heath, or the 
Monarch on the Throne. He made many Remarks upon the Revo- 
lution Settlement, and the Benefits gained by the laſt Revolution, and 
demonſtrated clearly, that they are now totally taken away, He warned 
the Convention againſt the Choice of any other than known 'and 
plain Men like themſelves, Men uncorfaminated by the peſtilential 


Air of Courts.“ 


A Delegate from London, during this Day's Sitting, in Abſence of 
„a Scots Delegate,“ gave in the Continuation of the 
Committee's Report reſpecting the Election of Preſidents; of Three 
Aſſiſtunts, One to go out daily; and reſpecting the Council of the Ta- 
ble.” He likewiſe propoſed, That the whole Reports of the Com- 
mittee ſhould be delayed till the Report was completed, and urged as 
a Reaſon for Delay, that * * was employed in completing the Re- 
port of the Committee.“ | 


—— 


The Fifth Day's Sitting, Convention Hall, November 23d, 1793. 


Citizen Gerald appointed Chairman. | 


Citizen having read the Minutes of laſt Sitting, the Preſident 
ſtated, That this Morning he had received a Letter from our Friends 
in Norwich, who defired him to inform the Convention, that they re- 
mained ſteady in the Cauſe, and had nominated Citizen Margarot their 
Delegate, and that they would contribute their Share of the Expences 
attending the Convention, Mr. Margarot accordingly accepted of 
the Office, who congratulated the Convention upon the Acceſſion of 
ſuch a great Number of Friends.“ 


During this Sitting there is the following Motion, © It was moved, 


that from thenceforth the Convention ſhould be ſtiled The Britiſh Con- 
vention of the Delegates of the People, aſſociated to obtain Uniyerſal Sute 
frage and Annual Parliaments,” agreed to unanimouſly. Alſo this 
other Motion, A Motion was alſo made for the Convention allow- 


ing the Members of the United Society of Iriſhmen to ſpeak and vote 


here.“ | 
„ Referred to the Seftions,” 


Leave of Abſence, which was granted, zpon Condition that they would do 
their utmoſt to ſend Delegates in their Place.“ l 
r | n 


* 


Citizens **#*# *#*#, who were Country Delegates, © requeſted 


rern 


In the ſame Sitting there are the following Motions, viz. 
& Motion by Mr. *** reſpecting dividing the Country into Department, 
and appointing Provincial Conventions, whereby they may become more 
zcquainted with each others Sentiments.““ 

&« Referred to the Committee of Union.” | | 

«© Motion by ***, containing Thanks to the Movers of the Diviſion 
into Claſſes, mentioning the Adyantages already obtained from it, 
and requeſting a freſh Shuffle. Referred to the Committee of Regu— 
lations, and agreed that the Members of Societies in Edinburgh join 
the Sections“ —and this Day's Sederunt cloſes as follows:“ The 
Preſident warned the Sections to meet as full as poſſible on Mondav. 

& Citizen ***%s Motion, relative to admitting the Members of the 
United Society of Iriſhmen to ſpeak and vote in this Convention, 
came forward for Diſcuſſion, when Citizens — 
ſpoke upon it, and agreed to and guaranteed by a folemn Joining of 
Hands—it being followed by a Motion for tranſmitting the above Re. 
ſolution to Citizen Archibald Hamilton Rowan, which was paſſed ac- 
cordingly. ä 
( Secretary Skirving ſtated, that he had juſt now received Fire 
Shillings from an unknown Hand for the Uſe of the Convention; 
honourable Mention was ordered to be made of this patriotic Dona- 
man,” : ET 

*& A Motion made by * * * * & reſpecting the Appointment of an 
interim Committee at the End of every Convention, to call together 
the Delegates on extraordinary Emergencies.”? 22 

At the Cloſe of this Meeting, the Conyention being divided into 
Sections, a Delegate moved, That the Motions ſhould be laid before 
the Sections, and defired the Council of the Table to condeſcend on theſe 
that were to be firſt diſcuſſed.“ | 


Seventh Day's Sitting 26th November, 1793. 


After Debate, an original Motion was referred to the Committee 
of Finance.“ | | 

* Ordcred, That the Convention ſhall cauſe a regular Set of Books 
to be kept for the Inſertion ot Minutes, Motions, and other Proceeds 
ings ; a Book of Finance, &c. to be at all Times ſubje& to the In- 
ſpection of an intermediate Committee.“ 

All theſe Motions were ordered to lie over to be conſidered by 
the Sections.?? | . N 

„% Mr. ———'s Motion being taken under Conſideration, Amend- 
ments were propoſed by Citizens * * * K. i | 

„ Mr, Margarot pled for adopting the Spirit of Mr, ——'s Mo- 
tion ; but thought it would be more advantageous to poſtpone adopt- 
ing it till the Concluſion of the Convention's Buſineſs, | 
e Moyed by Mr. Margarot, That a Committee, conſiſting of the 


— —— 


Mover, Seconder, and thoſe who had moved for Amendments of Mr. 
; 's Motion, be appointed to draw up a Motion from the Whole, 
that may probably meet the Ideas of the whole Convention—After 
fome Conyerfatzon, it was agreed upon, on the Motion of Mr, * , that 
the Vote of the Houſe be put; iſt, on the Spirit of Mr. 's Mo- 


tion; 2dly, on the Words of the Motion; and 3dly, on Mr, Mar- 


garor's Motion.“ Agreed.—* The Seuſc of the Houſe being taken 
> »: 


* 


ac 


1 


on the Firſt, It carried unanimoufly, to adopt the Motion as to the 
Spirit of 1t,—On the 2nd, It carried by a great Majority, not to 
adopt the Motion as ſo worded—and 3dly, It was reſolved, that the 
{id Motion, and all Amendments, be referred as above.“ 


Convention Hall, 28th November, 1793. Ninth Day's Sitting. 


Citizen * * * in the Chair. 


e Citizen ** ® read the Amendments upon Citizen — — 
Motion, as agreed upon by the Committee; and it was agreed, that 
the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee for its mature Con” 
fideration.*—In the Courſe of the Converſation, Citizen * * * gave 
2 Hittory of the Habeas Corpus Act. — After an excellent Diſcuſſion 
of the Queſtion, pertinent Remarks, and Amendments, the Conven» 
tion was reſumed, and the Whole, as amended, being read over, the 
Members ſtood upon their Feet, and paſſed the Reſolution unani- 
mouſly, as follows. ; 


[Here a Blank is left in the Minutes, as mentioned in the Report.] 


After the ſaid Reſolution was agreed to and ſolemnly approved of 


as above, the Minutes import, That Citizen Gerald, in an ener- 
getic and animated Speech, addreſſed the Meeting, and expreſſed his 
Happineſs at the Motion paſſed; and expoſed the Act of, the Iriſh 
Parliament, called a Convention Bill—and Citizen * * * followed 
him in a manly Speech, and proved the Influence of the Executive 
Government over the Parliament.“ 

Citizen Margarot read and propoſed the following Motion : © That 
a Secret Committee of Three, with the Secretary, be appointed to 
determine the Place where ſuch Convention of Emergency ſhall 
meet ; that ſuch Place ſhall remain a Secret with them, and with the 
Secretary of this Convention ; and that each Delegate ſhall, at the 
breaking up of the preſent Seſſion, be entruſted with a ſealed Letter, 
containing the Name of the Place of Meeting ; that this Letter ſhall 
be delivered unopened to his Conſtituents, the Receipt of which ſhall 
be acknowledged by a Letter to the Secretary—preſerved in the 
ſame State until the Period ſhall arrive at which it ſhall be deemed 
neceſſary for the Delegates to ſet off. This Motion was ſeconded 
by * *, and the fame paſſed unanimouſly. Accordingly the fol- 
lowing Citizens were nominated a Secret Committee upon this Buſi- 
neſs, viz, Margarot, * * * * * *, with the Secretary; and they were 
requeſted to deviſe the beſt poſſible Means of conveying this Intimas 
tion to thoſe Societies whoſe Views are the ſame with ours, but may 
not have Delegates at this Time.“ 

The Minutes of this Day's Sitting cloſe with a Variety of Mo- 


tions; and amongſt others the following, by Citizen **, and ſe- 
conded by Citizen * * *, „ That a Fund be raiſed by Subſcription 


for defraying the Expence of ſmall patriotic Publications, to be diſtri- 
buted in the Highlands. Every Publication ſhall bear the Figure of 
a Highland Man in full Dreſs, with Target and Broad Sword, to 
attract the Attention of Highlandmen, No Publication to coſt more 
than Half a Penny.” - | 


By Citizens * * , (That @ Committee be appointed io- draw up @ 


Declaration of the natural, unalienable, and unpreſcriptable Rights of Man; 
ud chat the ſame be prefixed to an Addreſs to the People of Great e 
| | | | Andy 
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And, „That a Committee of Obſervation be appointed in Lon. 
don, to give the earlieſt Intimation of any Motion of the Kind mu. 
tioned in the foregoing Reſolution to the different Societies. 


Convention Hall, Firſt Year of the Britiſh Convention, 29th Nor. 
Anno Domini 1993.—Tenth Day's Sitting. 


Citizen * * * in the Chair, 
& Citizen Margarot gave in the Report of the Committee of Re. 
ulations; which was ordered to be printed, and Copies to be given 
in to the Sections on Monday, for their Confideration,”? 

„ The Secretary read * * s Motion for a Committee of Obſerwa- 
tion to be appointed in London. Citizen Margarot ſtated, That 
there was no Occaſion for a Committee of that Nature in London, as 
there were ſevcral Thouſands of People in that City upon the Lock. 
out. It was accordingly agreed, That the Convention ſhould requeſt the 
London Committee of Correſpondence to give the earlieft Intelligence of what 
paſſed in Parliament,” | 
A Letter from a Friend, &c. which had been tranſmitted to A. 
Scott, of the Gazettcer, was read, containing patriotic Sentiments, 
and Two Guineas ; and Citizen Taylor preſented a Guinea from an- 
other Citizen, whoſe Name he was not at Liberty to mention.—lIt 
was ſtated by the Secretary, that a Citizen from London was preſent, 
who was to give 51. 5s. to the Convention, when a Collection ſhould 
be made for enlightning the Highlanders. The Thanks of the Houle 
was unanimouſly given to the betore-mentioned Patriots for their 


Donations.“ a 


Eleventh Day's Sitting, zoth November, 1793. 


& The Secretary read a Motion, that a Committee be appointed 
to reviſe each Day's Minutes immediately on the riſing of the Con- 
vention, for the Purpoſe of ſending them to. the Preſs, to make here- 
after a Daily Bulletin of the ſame, The Queſtion being put, the 
Motion paſſed unamimoully.”? | 

& Citizen likewiſe moved, That no Perſon ſhould be 
allowed the Honours of the Sitting, unleſs recommended by Two Mem- 
bers; which with Amendments, as in the Motion itſelt, paſſed una- 
nimouſly,”? | | 5 

„The Secretary read a Motion for publiſhing the natural, une 
alienable, and unpreſcriptable Rights of Man, which was ordered to 
be given to the Committce of Union,” | 

It was moved, That Captain ** * ſhould report ſome Circum- 
ſtances to the Convention; for which Purpole the Houſe reſolved 
itſelf into a Committee, when he read an Account of the Trial and 
Sentence of D, Holt, for re-printing the. Duke of Richmond and Mr. 
Pitt's Reſolution for a Parliamentary Reform ; after which, the 
Chairman being replaced, the Secretary moved, That Captain“ * 
ſhould be allowed the Honours of the Sitting, 

„% Citizen * * * from Strathaven, and * * * from Hamilton, 
requeſted Leave of Abſence ſhould be granted, and moved, that all 
the Delegates who had left the Convention, -ſhauld receive Letters to 
return immediately, and remain at their Poſts until the important 

Buſineſs 


* 
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Buſineſs which was daily introduced into the Convention ſhould be 
properly diſcuſſed,” | 1 8 
« A Motion to fine thoſe Members who did not attend their See- 
tions. The Order of the Day was called for. | | 
« A Motion for drawing out a Scroll of a Petition to Parliament; 


which being read, The Order of the Day was moved upon it.“ 


Monday, 2d December, 1793. Firſt Year Britiſh Convention. 
Twelfth Day's Sitting. 


Citizen * * * 1n the Chair, and Citizens ** * and * * * Aſſiſtants 
at the Table. 


« Citizen Skirving inſiſted that all the Members, both of the Con- 
vention and Primary Societies, ſhould ſubſcribe a ſolemn League and 
Covenant.“ | 

„Citizen Gerald pled for Liberty of Sentiment; and compared 
the People and their Enemics, to the Worſhippers of the true God 
and of Baal. He afterwards read ſome Paragraphs from the Edin- 
burgh Herald, with ſuitable Comments; and compared the Conſti- 
tion of 1688 to a dead Horſe He ſhewed the Inſipidity of the 
Title“ Gentleman,“ 
remarked the Impropriety of the Mode of promulgating our Laws, 

y reſtricting them to be fold by One Printer, and publiſhed in the 
Saxon Character, wheih few can read.“ 3 f 

„ Citizen Skirving alſo pled for the Motion, and infiſted that it 
was proper, on all Occaſions, to take the Opinion of the Primary 
Societies, and conſidered the Convention as only a Committee of the People. 

„Citizen Margarot pled in favour of the Motion. The Approba- 
tion given by the many Thouſands of their Conſtituents in London, Sheffield, 
Norwich, Leeds, Sc.“ | 

« The Motion being agreed to, with One Diſſentient Voice, who 
afterwards acceded, Citizen ** * read a ſpirited Advertiſement from 


the Nottingham Society, inſerted in a Sheffield News-paper.” 


„A Motion made by Citizen * * *, and ſeconded by Citizen 
* * *, That the Convention ſhall paſs ſome Reſolutions reſpecting 
the late unprecedented and unwarrantable Infringements on the 
Freedom of the Preſs, particularly the arbitrary Sentence of Judge 
Wilſon againſt Mr. Holt, for re-printing the Duke of Richmond and 
Mr. Pitt's Plan of Reform.” | 

„ Citizens * * * and ** * moved, That this Convention take 
under Conſideration whether (after the contemptible Manner in 
which the late Petitions for Parliamentary Reform were treated) they 
ſhall again petition for Reform, or at what Period they ſhould re- 
commend the ſame to their Conſtituents.” | 


At the Thirteenth Day's Sitting. 


Citizen * *, of Sheffield, produced a Commiſſion from the Leeds 
Conſtitution Society, appointing him their Delegate; which was 
approven of by the Convention. 

The Minutes of the Fourteenth Day's Sitting are begun and en- 
tered thus: 

„Edinburgh, 4th November, 1793. *© Fourteenth Sitting of the B. 
Convention.“ 
In the above, November is, by Miſtake, inſerted in Place of December. 


and the Propriety of the Term © Citizen” 
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© Mr. Margarot begged Leave to bring in a Motion to the Effeg 
That the Moment of the illegal Diſperſion of the preſent Convention 
be conſidered as our Summons to repair to the Place of Meeting 
appointed for the Convention of Emergency by the Secret Commit. 
tee; and that the ſame Motion be conſidered this Evening. 4 

«© The Convention then heard the only Two Motions on their 
Table read, which regarded the ſame Matter; and it being objected 
to, that the Buſineſs of theſe Motions was to be taken up To-morroy 
Evening, after ſome Converſation, it was carried by a Vote of the 
Houſe to delay further Confideration till To-morrow Evening. Mr, 


| Margarot being prepared to bring forward his Motion above men- 


tioned, the ſame was taken under Conſideration, and was as follows : 
© Moved, That the Moment of any illegal Diſperſion of the Britiſh 
Convention ſhall be conſidered as a Summons to the Delegates to 
repair to the Place of Meeting appointed for the Convention of Emer- 
gency by the Secret Committee; and that the Secret Committee be 
inſtructed to proceed, without Detay, to fix the Place of Meeting. 
„The Convention, having conſidered the Motion fully, unani- 


mouſly refolved the ſame, and appointed the Secret Committee to 
proceed as directed.“ | 


A Delegate from Glaſgow preſented to the Sections, during the 
Sitting of this Convention, a Motion of the following Tenor ; viz, 
The Delegation from Glaſgow moves, That the Convention take 


into their Conſideration the Nature and Extent of a Reſolution 


adopted by their Conſtituents, and by moſt of the other Societies in 
Scotland, and afterwards ratified and approved of at the General 


Convention held at Edinburgh in December, 1792, the Import of which 
was, That if any Member of their Society aſſociated for the Purpoſe of 


obtaining a Parliamentary Reform ſhould, while in the legal Proſecu- 
tion of that Object, be opprefled or perſecuted by the Arm of Poxber, 
they ſhould not only meet auith the Alſiſkance of the Society to avhich they 
belong, but alſo by the united Efforts of all their Brethren in Scotland. 

Since the above Period, however, we are ſorry to ſay,, ſeveral of 
our Members have been per/ecnted, and that in a moſt wanton Man- 
ner, and the above Reſolution (which it duly put in Force would, 
we humbly apprehend, have the happy Effect of cmboldening thoſe 


who have already come forward, and of encouraging others who 
have not yet taken any active Part to unite their Efforts in the general 


Cauſe) has never yet been attended to. | | 
We therefore humbly move, That the Convention take into Con- 
fideration the above Particulars, and confider what Meaſures may be 
moiſt conducive towards the Performance of the Obligation we lie under, it 
conſequence of that Reſolution, and thereby ſheww to the World that we are 
not wnmindful of thoſe who have already ſuffered, or may in future ſuffer in 
their Country's Cauſe. 8 


By Order of the Delegation, 


&* „ * 


Edinburgh, October 3oth, 1793. 


No. 11, 
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No. 11. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Margarot to the Norwich Societies, dated 
| Edinburgh, 24th November, 1793. 
You know that at our Arrival here we found that the Conven- 
tion had, after fitting Four Days, adjourned, and the Delegates 


were all gone back to their reſpective Habitations, without proceeding 


any farther in the Bufineſs of Reform, than ſimply agreeing that 
nothing ſhort of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments would 
ſatisfy them, and on that Ground propofing not to ſend any Petition 


to the King or to the Parliament, leaſt by ſo doing the Enemies of 


Reform might be tempted to counteract their Wiſh, and exert them- 
ſelves to prevent a Peace; but at the ſame Time it was recommended 
by the Convention, that all Friends to Reform ſhould fign any 
Petition for Peace, which might originate in another Quarter— 
We ſoon prevailed on the Edinburgh Committee to recal the ad- 
journed Convention; the Country Societies, informed that England 


meant to take a ſerious Part in the great Cauſe, ſent back all their 


former Delegates, and ſeveral of them who had not ſent Delegates to 
the prior Convention, have ſent ſome to this one. On Tueſday the 
19th Inſtant the Convention opened. The Number of Delegates 
amounted to 180; ſome of them came even from ſo far as Cromartie ; 
the Reception we experienced was highly flattering, we mutually 
gave and received Encouragement and Animation. - I ſhall not at 
preſent attempt to give you a minute Detail of what has ſince paſſed, 
becauſe the Minutes are to be _=_ and then I will not fail ſending 
you a few Copies of them, and will, I hape, be able at my Return to 
come to Norwich, and give you an accurate verbal Account of every 
Tranſaction ; mean Time, if you have any Inſtructions to give me, 
ſend them without Delay, otherwiſe I ſhall act for you confirms 
to thoſe laid down by the London Correſponding Society, 'a Copy of 
which you doubtleſs have received from them.—The Convention 
have begun by eſtabliſhing a Set of Rules for the Organization of the 
preſent and even future Conventions; next we eſtabliſhed a Committee 


of Union between the Two Nations, a Committee of Finance, and a- 


Committee to take into Conſideration the protecting or eſtabliſhing a 
Patriotic Newſpaper.—And on Saturday laſt we paſſed a proviſory 
Decree of Union, the whole Convention, ſtanding Hand in Hand, 
ſolemnly pledged themſelves to each other to renounce all National 
Diſtinctions, to abide firmly and truly by each other, until the great 
End is obtained, and at the fame Time we afſumed the Title of The 
Britiſh Convention of Delegates of the People, aſſociated to obtain Univerſal 
Saffrage and Annual Parliaments. | | 


No. 12. 


Cot of a Letter from Meſſrs. Gerald and Margarot to the Secret the 
* London Correſponding Society. 5 1 


Citizen Edinburgh, Tueſday December 2d, 1793. 

We received laſt Night a Letter ſigned by you, but written by 
another Perſon, acquainting us with the Determination of the Com- 
mittee, © that at the Adjournment of the Convention we ſhould return 
immediately to London:“ this Determination we will undoubtedly 
| © conform 
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conform unto, unleſs it be (as we hope and truſt it will) contradicted 
in your next; for if the Committee abides by it, we, who by bein 
on the Spot, and thoroughly acquainted with the State of the 
Country, can judge with Certainty thereon, do aſſure you that our 
immediate Return to London will be attended with very bad Conſe. 
quences, for at preſent all the Country Societies look up to us to 
come among them 7 enliven, to encourage them, to convince them by our 
Preſence, that we exiſt, that we have been ſent from England for the 
Purpoſes of Union and Reform, and that the Time is near at Hand when 
ſuch Reform muſt take place. Nothing, dear Friends, muſt force us 
from Scotland at preſent but the abſolute Impoſlibility of bearing the 
Expences attending our Miſſion, and thoſe Expences may be ſome- 
what leſſened by recalling One of us, and leaving. the other: our 
Norwich Friends may likewiſe bear a Part of them, ſo that unleſs the 
Funds of the Society are very low indeed, no Excuſe for Recal can be 
valid, unleſs founded on Fear; and that we muſt remind. you is our 
Concern, not yours. While, therefore, the Idea of wniting our 
Society with the whole Kingdom of Scotland affords you a pleaſing Proſpect, 
let us do every Thing in our Power to cement that Union; and this can 
only be done by a longer Reſidence in the Country, and by viſiting 
the ſeveral Societies which have ſent Delegates ta Edinburgh, and 
would think themſelves ill uſed if we did not take their Town in our 
Way. Conſider of it therefore, we beſeech you, and let us have your 
"Anfyer immediately. | | 
The Convention proceed with great Spirit. We fit Daily; and 
laſt Week we came to a Reſolution which we fancy will give Pleaſure 
to every Friend to Reform; as the Minutes are to be printed, we will, 
at preſent, only give you the Heads of it; viz. 

That ſhould any Attempt be made by Government for the Suf- 
penſion of the Habeas Corpus Bill, the Introduction of a Conven- 
tion Bill, or the landing of Foreign Troops in Great Britain or Ire- 
land, the Delegates are immediately to aſſemble in Convention at a certain 
Place, the Appoiutment of which is left with a Secret Committee — That 


when Seven Delegates ſhall be thus aſſembled, they ſhall declare 


themſelves permanent; and when their Number amounts to Twenty- 
one, they ſhall proceed to Buſineſs—thus you ſee we are providing 


againſt what may happen. 


Citizen Gerald's Health is ſo far recovered as not to prevent him 
from fully attending his Duty. We cannot ſay as much of Citizen 
Sinclair, from the Society for Conſtitutional Information ; he has 
been confined to his Bed ever ſince Saturday by a violent Fever and 


Sore Throat; he is ſomewhat better this Morning. He is a valua- 


ble young Man; and, ſhould he die, his Loſs would be ſeverely felt; 
not indeed by his Conſtituents, who have baſely abandoned him, but 


by all the Friends of Freedom. He is a Member ot our Society, and 


we recommend him to your Notice. 

You will before this have received our laſt of the 26th Inſtant, ae- 
knowledging the Receipt of your Letter of the 23d, together with 
a Remittance of C. 12 125.— Our Time is ſo conſtantly employed that 
we find it abſolutely impoſſible as yet to write to you more than Once 
a Week, and even that on no fixed Day: Eighteen Hours out of the 
Four and Twenty are devoted to Public Bulineſs, and you may reſt 
aſſured they are not miſpent. We are happy to hear that you go on 

az 
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as well in the South as we do in the North. —Letters convey but very 
imperfectly, and with no great Degree of Safety, what wwe might wiſh to 
inform each other of.—Y ou have done us a material Injury by neglect- 
ing to ſend us a Parcel of our Publications, and a Number of Copies 
of The Jurymen's Right, pray do not delay them any longer, and 
among them ſome of the Letrers to Dundas, We ſent you an Edin- 
burgh Gazetteer laſt Week, we will fend you another To-morrow ; 
you will therein ſee Part of what has paſſed in the Convention, 
We remain, moſt ſincerely, - 
Your Fellow Labourers in the Cauſe of Reform. 
JOSEPH GERALD, Delegate. 
Mee MARGAROT, Delegate. 


M. M. would be glad to receive a Line from T. H. about private 
Buſineſs of his own. | 


þ 


| No. 13. 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Margarot to the Secretary of the London Correſ* 
41 ponding Society. 
Fellow Citizen, Edinburgh, 8th December, 1793. 


We defire that a Copy of the incloſed Papers be kept by the So- 
ciety, and that another Copy of them be delivered, without Delay, to 
Citizen Martin in order that he may proceed thereupon immediately, | 

You will already have had confuſed Accounts of what has taken 
place here for the laſt Four Days; but on Tueſday next the Edin- 
burgh Gazetteer ſhall (if Deſpotiſm permit) give you a compleat De- 
tail of every Thing. The Society will thereby be able to diſcover 
that an Arrival in Scotland has been productive of great Advantage 
to the Cauſe, and at the ſame Time has given great Alarm to our 


Enemies. We are very much ſurprized at the Remiſſnefs of the So- 


ciety ; while we arc expoſing our Lite and Liberty, while we are de- 
voting our Time and our Exertions to their Service, while we are 
incurring numberleſs Expences, and affronting Dangers that would 
ſtagger the molt hardy of them, while we are doing all this, we are 
moreover obliged to remind them of it, and that Supplies are now become 
more neceſſary than ever ; ſurely the pecuniary Exertions of any Indi- 
vidual in the Society, can never be compared to our Endeavours: Honoured 
with their Confidence, we find ourſelves happy in being placed in 
the Front of the Battle; but let them remember that our ſacrificing 
ourſelves will be of little Uſe, unleſs they afford us a proper Sup- 
port, and that moſt immediately. Not daring any longer to truſt to 
the Poſt, we ſend you all theſe Papers in a Parcel. You will be ſo 
good as to make us acquainted with their ſafe Arrival—Gerald wifhes 
to get to London as ſoon as poſſible, he will communicate that which 
cannot be ſo fully expreſſed by Letter; you may conſider this as a 
private Letter, but you may read ſuch Parts of it as you think pro- 
per to any Member of the Society, eſpecially where it may be pro- 
ductive of Good. —You will ſee by the incloſed Papers, that Power 
has proceeded in a moſt arbitrary Manner, almoſt all the prominent 
Characters in the Convention have been, or are to be apprehended 
and- examined—Lord Daer will, we believe, meet with no greater 


Favour than ourſelves; we underſtand that there is a Warrant out 
SOT. 2 againſt 
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left a Summons to appear at 10 0˙ Clock, with M. M. They left no- 


teſting againſt the Whole of the Buſineſs.— Gerald, however, ſigned 


the Juriſdiftion of the Provoſt, we had not been long aſſembled, be- 


openly aſked and obtained Leave of the Convention, placed himſelf 


unleſs ynconſtitutjonally forced thereunto, by the Sherift's pulling 
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againſt him. As an Account of what. has happened to us would ex- for t 
ceed the Bounds of a Letter, we will only juſt give you a Sketch of dle, 
it, by Way of Journal, referring you, as we ſaid before, to next thoſe 


Tueſday's Gazzetteer. „ 22s, lion, 
Thurſday Morning at 7 o' Clock. 

A Sheriff's Officer, followed by Five other Men, entered our Bed 
Room, informed us he had a Warrant (which however he refuſed to 
ſhew) for apprehending us, and ſeizing our Papers; we remained 
confined all Day, at Night we were examined and admitted to Bail, 
each in the Sum of 2,000 Merks. „ 05 

| Friday Morning, o' Clock. 

We were ſent for again without a Warrant, for the Purpoſe of 
being preſent at the opening of a ſmall Trunk, containing our 
Papers; but M. M. proteſting againſt the Illegality of the Whole 
of the Proceedings, and refuſing to give up the Key, the Sheriff 
Subſtitute and the Procurator Fiſcal dared to proceed na farther in 
the Buſineſs. | | . 

: Saturday Morning, ꝙ o'Clock. 
Two Meſſengers came again into our Room, with Gerald; they 


thing but a Requeſt to accampany Gerald to the Office ; yet, when 
arrived there, he found that a Warrant was iſſued againſt him, for 
the Purpoſe of detaining him a Priſoner, while the Box was opened, 
and the Papers examined. M. M. ſtill perſiſting in his Refuſal, the 
Key was forced from him, the Trunk was opened, the Papers ex» 
amined, and partly reſtored ; the other Part was kept, and a Decla- 
ration drawn up, which he was required to fign, but refuſed, pro- 


what was drawn up in his Name, and we were once more liberated 
and fince then, now already 24 Hours, no further Perſecution has 
been commenced againſt us. But while we, as Individuals, were 
thus harraſſed (Thurſday). the Whole of the Convention were 
equally ill uſed. Many of them were taken into Cuſtody ; and when 
the Remainder met, as uſual, the Provoſt, attended by his Myrmi- 
dons, went, and, after pulling —— —— —-—, of Sheffield, out of 
the Chair, ordered the Conyention to diſperſe, and informed them 
that he would allow no ſuch Meetings in future. (Friday) The next 
Day, the Convention having agreed to meet at another Place, out of 


fore the Sheriff, with Bis Myrmidons, appeared among us, and com- 
manded us to depart, after having aſked whether that Meeting wag. 
the Britiſh Convention, and being anſwered in the Affirmative, He 
next enquired who was the Preſident ; upon which M. M. having 


in the Chair; informed the Sheriff, that he, M. M. was the Preſident of 
the Britiſh Convention, and that he would not break up the Meeting, 


him out of the Chair; which the latter (after ſome Heſitation) 
having complied with, the Ex-prefident (Gerald) was alſo put into 
the Chair, which he would not leave but by being pulled out; ad» 
ourned the Convention to the Place where it was to become perma- 
nent in its Sitting; and having called upon his Colleague, Gerald, 


8 


. fo 


r 
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fr to cloſe the Meeting with Prayer, the Company departed peace 
ble, but not without various Reflections on the Proceedings, and 


'hoſe Reflections not confined merely to the Members of the Conven- 
on, but coming alſo from the Crowd without Doors, and even from 
re attending Conſtables. —The next Day a Proclamation was iſſued 
y the Provoſt, forbidding all aſſembling within the Limits of his 
uriſdiction.— We know not what will happen; but we venture to 
edict, that all this Perſecution will increaſe rather than diminiſh the 
ardour of the People for Reform. The Country Societies, hear+ 
ng of this, are hourly pouring in freſh Delegates. —Want of Paper 


forbids my writing any more. 1 
Adieu! Your's, M. M. 


* - - * 


APPENDIX G. 


xtra} from the Evidence taken on the 22d of May, 1594, before the 
| Privy Council, 


HOMAS 'THOMPSON, Eſq; Member for Eveſham, at- 
tending their Lqrdſhips, was called in, and aſked, If he was a 
Member of the Conſtitutional Society ? to which he anſwered, 
hat he Was. | | 


Extrafls from his Evidence, 


2. How Jong have you been a Member of this Society? 

A. I cannot exactly recolle&, but think about laſt Chriſtmas, 

9. Did you attend the Meetings of the Society regularly ? 

A. When I was in Town I did. : | 

9. Was you preſent on the 28th of March, when a Letter was 
ad from the London Correſponding Society, af the 275th of March, 
rith certain Reſolutions [which were ſhewn to Mr. Thompſon in the Book] 
vere incloſed, and a Reſolution and Order thereupon made by the 
onſtitutional Society, | | 

A. I was. 

2. Were you preſent at a Meeting of the 4th April, when a Re- 


er, &c. ; 
A. I do, upon Conſideration, recollect it—but I oppoſed the Ap- 
vintment of a Convention.,—Another Perſon and I decidedly and 
oudly oppoſed it, gnd went away, underſtanding that it had paſſed in 
he Negative—I oppoſed it on the Grounds of its being a bad and 
mproper Mode of proceeding—and that it would be better to preſent 
Petition to Parliament—I do not recollect that any other Perſon 
deſides myſelf and the Perſon already named oppoſed this Pro- 
doſition. | 3 
9. You recollect, then, being preſent upon the 4th of April? 
A. Ves. | 

2. Do you remember a Deputation being appointed to confer with 


ae London Correſponding Societies ? 
ondon Correſponding 40 


alutzon was made reſpecting the Appointment of Delegates to con- 
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A. I do remember an Agreement to appoint a Delegation 3 but Ia 
not recollect the Names of the Perſons of whom that Delegation Was 


to conſiſt. 


2. Do vou recollect the ſubſequent Reſolution for appointing an 
Committee of Correſpondence ? th 
A. I do not recollect it; but rather think I went away before it 
paſſed—T uſually left the Society before it broke up, as I ſlept i in the 
Country, and of courſe many Reſolutions were paſſed after I went 
away. 
S. Do you think it right to ſtate what you particularly recollect of 
the Reſolution reſpecting the Appointment of a Conyention ? 
I recolle& the oppoſing of it, with the Perſon already named; 
and I recollect it was carried in the Negative. 
A. Is it entered on the Books of the Socicty, that the Motion for 
appointing a Convention was negatived ? 
. I do not know; but it certainly was carried in the Negative—l 
recollect leaving the Society with a firm Conviction that it had bee 
negatived; and I have fince talked with the Perſon already named on 
the Ir who underſtood ſo as well as myſelf. 
, Can you ſtate the Name of any Perſon who oppoſed the Ap 


named ? 

A. 1 cannot—that Perſon was againſt it from the firſt Mention o 
back an Idea. | 

2. Was there any Debate upon it? 

4. There was. 

A Do you recollect the Names of any of he Perſons who ſpoke fo 


A. I do not—there was a good deal of Confuſion. 

2. Did you ever ſee the printed Reſolutions of the Society ? 

4 I do not recollect that I did. 

Have you any Reaſon to believe that the Reſolution againſt the 
*. of a Convention was reduced to Writing ? 

A. Probably it was: I made a Memorandum of it, as I took Mi 
nates myſelf; I always did ſo for my own Satista&tion, and to” retet 
to upon Occaſion.— The Memorandum I made on this Occafion, ſta 
ted particularly that it had been carried that no Convention ſhoul 


rhe different Societies and Towns 1 took Minutes even of what pal 
ſed at the Meetings of the Friends of the People, though I think the 
very ſafe Perſons. 

2. Have you any One of theſe Memorandums ? 1 

A. I have not] have looked for them, and could not find One- 
They were upon Scraps ot Paper; and not thinking them of Impor 
tance, I did not preſerve them. 

9. As you oppoſed the Formation of a Convention, what did y0 


conceive the Convention was to do if it did meet ? 5 
A. I oppoſed a C convention, having ſeen the-Evils of it in othe 


Places; and not thinking it the beſt Means of obuming the 1 9 5 i 
View. 


Mr. Thompſon having attended the Committee of Secrecy appoint 
by the Houlc, his Evidence before the Privy Council was read to him 
ani 


1 WE © . 
n was 
wake that Evidence ? | 

Mr. Thompſon defired to explain and alter it; and obſerved, that 
in the Account given of his Evidence before the Council, he is ftated 
o have ſaid, that at the Meeting on the 4th of April he does not re- 
wllect any other Perſon, beſides the Perſon he mentioned to the Privy 
Council and himſelf, oppoſed the Propoſition for a Convention; he 
ww begs to fay, that he meant to ſay, that he does not recollect what 
ther Perſons, beſides himſelf and the Perſon before alluded to, oppo» 
ſed that Propoſition. | | 

It is ſtated in the Evidence, that Mr. Tooke figned the Letter ts 
requeſt a Contribution for Mr. Skirving. Mr. Thompſon meant to 
ky he was to fign the Letter, as Chairman of the Evening, | 
It is ſtated in the Evidence, that he was aſked, If he ever ſaw the 
printed Reſolutions of the Society? To which he is ſtated to anſwer, 
He did not recollect he did: Mr. Thompſon detires to ſay, that he 
had never ſeen before the Book ſhewn to him by the Attorney Gene- 
alat the Time that Queſtion was put to him. 

And as to the laſt Queſtion, Whether he had ever attended any 
Meeting fince the 2d of May? he begged now to ſay, that he 
went once, With an Idea of taking his Name out of the Books of the 
Society. 

With reſpect to Mr. Thompſon being preſent when the Toaſts were 
oke for erank; he begged to ſay he certainly was, but that he did not 

drink them all, being unwell, and the Wine being bad. —On being 
ſhewn the Toaſts at the Council, he faid, he thought ſome of them 
rery abſurd, | 
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oft teh Mr. Thompſon was then aſked by the Committee. 

4a It there was any Individual, beſides the Perſon before alluded to, 
k Mi kat joined you in Oppoſition to the Propoſition for a Convention? 

. I cannot recollect but there muſt have been ſeveral, as the Quef- 
tion was negatived. | 


When and where did Mr, Thompſon firſt ſee or hear the Liſt of 


o refer 
on, ſta 


ſhoul | 

it from boſe Toaſts ? a 

at pal. From the Attorney General in the Privy Council Room. Mr. 
; - 9 Thompſon was not preſent. at any Meeting' of the Stewards when the 


Toaſts were drawn up, previous to the Dinner. 
Do you recolle& Mr. Sharpe being preſent on the 11th of April, 


One-Ilburing the Debate on a propoſed Reſolution containing the Word 


„Convention?“ 

Ido not. 

Have you any Recollection of Mr. Horne Tooke, in the Courſe of 
ſuch a Debate, remarking, that the Debate about the Word “ Con- 


Impor 


id yo 


othell ention'“ was all Nonſenſe; it was only between a Latin Word and 
edt i Engliſh one? | | 

2 I do not, 
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prevail and proſper: It is our firm Opinion, could we but arouz 


APPENDIX H. 
Copy of a Letter from the Briftol Society for Conflitutional Information, 70 i}, 
| London Correſponding Society. | | | 


Fellow Citizens, Briſtol, 28th January 179. 


T AM again authorized to write to you, fignifying the Gratitude o 

our Society for your Second Epiſtle, which came to my Hands the 
3d Inſt, After reading its Contents, I collected as many of our Friend 
as I conveniently could that Evening—we read—we bluſhed—we took 
Courage ;—we did more, for we reſolved on re-aſſembling, as we ha 
appointed prior to the Determination we announced in our lanſt, Wy 
intend publiſhing an Addreſs, or ſomething declaratory of our Sent: 
ments, with all convenient Speed ;—as ſoon as this is effected, . 
ſhall ſend a Copy or Copies to you. From the Courier and Evenin 
Gazette, we have had Information of the Trial of Mr. Margarot, at 
his Sentence to 14 Years Tranſportation. We are by no Means at 
Loſs in forming a Judgment of the noble Cauſe in which he wit 
others are embarked, nor <vould we be frightened at ſuch Sentences, Yo 
ſee, Citizens, your Second Epiſtle has quickened our Courage, an 
vivified our Patriotiſm, and rouzed us to Reſolution ; and more, or 
Number is now conſiderably increaſed - perhaps your Third Epiſtle maj 
do greater things ſtill ;—we are ſenſible 'tis a noble—'tis a virtuou 
—?tis a Godlike and immortal Cauſe in which we are now mutuall 
embarked ; and though for Parts our Effort can be but a feeble on 
yet the Cauſe we eſpouſe is mighty is energetic—It will finally , 


them, that Patriots would become nearly the Majority of our City 
We expected to have had the Dozen of The Engliſhmen's Rights 
which you mentioned in your Firſt Epiſtle—Hope you will ſend then 


ſpeedily, | ( 
We are, Fellow Citizens, yours fincerely, 

The Briſtol Society for Conſtitutional | 

Information, &c. = = 

| | y U 
At a General Meeting of the Delegates of the United Societies at It 

| Norwich, held 24th Feb. 1794 ; | p 
It was unanimouſlly reſolved, © That One or more Delegates ſhal ; 

© be ſent to the next General Convention, ſoon as called for by ou ; 
« London Correſpondents.“ 7 : 
Copy of a Letter from the Briflol Conſtitutional Society to the Secretary of ti : 
| London Correſponding Society. | k 

Fellow Citizen, | Briſtol, 24th April, 1794] . 
You may be ſenſible, from our laſt Communication, that in th} #: 
Infancy of our Patriotic Efforts we had many Difficulties to overcome re 
and many ſtrong Prejudices to combat. We laid open to you of y 
real Situation; we told you our Determination to addreſs the Public a 
and aſſured you of our unalterable Perſeverance in the gloriod 2 


Cauſe of Freedom. —This Perſeverance, however, and theſe Exertio 
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APPENDIY H. 


of an individual Society, can but little avail, if the Societies in the 
different Parts of the Kingdom are in themſelves diſunited, or do 
not aid and afhſt each other, agreeable to the Principles of Philan- 
thropy and Fraternity which they .ſo warmly profeſs. Under this 
Idea, we conceive ourſelves treated with a Degree of Inciviſm, by 
your Society not anſwering ourlaſt Letters; the Reaſons may be good. 
—At preſent we are candid enough to confeſs, that the Circumſtance 
does not appear to us in the moiſt favourable Point of View. Our 
Addreſs, of which we ſend you a few Copies, we find to have 
a good Effect, and is likely to beget us the Aſſiſtance of many Friends, 
while our Enemies acknowledge there is ſomething very fair and 
reaſonable in the Production. This is an abſolute Victory; and we 
have Reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on the Proſpect of Succeſs it 
opens to us. With a Mixture of Pain and Pleaſure, we ſaw an Ac- 
count of your laſt General Meeting; we lament that the frong Hand 
of Deſpotiſm ſhould ſo often interfere ro prevent the Aſſertion of the 
Rights of the People, while we rejoice in your manly Conſtitutional 
Preſeverance and applaud and approve your Reſolution of forming another 
General Convention : Our increaſing Numbers give us every reaſonable 
Hope of ſoon being able more effedtually to co-perate with yon; while, 
for the Reaſons formerly ſtated, we cannot yet make a poſitive Pro- 
miſe on that Head. We hope for an immediate Anſwer.—Favour us 
with your Opinion of our Addreſs, and tranſmit a Sketch of your 
Plan reſpecting the General Convention. 

By Order of the Committee of Delegates appointed by the 

HhBriſtol Conſtitutional Society. | 


Copy of Letter. from Newcaflle to the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
Society. 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 24th April, 1794. 
By Deſire of a Number of Friends to a radical Reform in the 


Conſtitution here, I make free to trouble you. We live in a Place 


where an Ariſtocrat Magiſtracy endeavours to ſtop the genial and 
benign Spirit of National Liberty from ſpreading, notwithſtanding 
a very great Number are found here that dare aflert the natural and 
unalienable Rights of Man, and bear their Teſtimony againſt the 
tyrannical Encroachments of aſſumed Power on thoſe Rights; a 


good Number have formed themſelves into Societies, and meet 


Weekly, admitting zone but known Friends; and have aſſumed no Name 
but that of News-paper Companies; theſe were in great Spirits <vhile the 
Bririſh Convention continued to act; but after their * a Damp was 
caſt on the Whole. — Sub/criptions were ready to be ſent off the very 


Night they were ſuppreſſed, and the Gazetteer ſtopped, which has 


lince been remitted to London, for the Uſe of the perſecuted Worthies, 
Muir and Palmer. — Being charmed with your maſterly and bold Approba- 
tion of the Conduct of your Delegates and noble Martyrs for Truth, Mar- 
garot and Gerald, and find your Name ſigned Secretary to the Cor- 
reiponding Society, we wiſh to copy your Example; and beg, if 
you think us worth your Notice, give us your Yiews and Intentious 
as ſoon as convenient, which, I hope, will be a Means to ſtimulate 
aud increaſe our Numbers, Leſt _ ſhould not come to you, as I 

| | I 


r I 


have ar uncertain Direction, I forbear troubling you more at pre- 


| ſent, in Hopes of being favoured with your future Correſpondence, 


—Farewell, hoping the Hydra of Tyranny and Impeſition ſhall ſoon fall un- 
der the Guillotine of Truth and Reaſon. 2 Joon fall un- 


Your's, with all due Reſpect, &c. 


Copy of a Letter from the Conflitutional Society at Norwich to the Secretary 
of the London Correſponding Society. | 


, Norwich Societies, 29th April, 1994, 
It is with great Satisfaction we view the manly Conduct of you and 
your Colleagues, eſpecially when, ſurrounded as you are, by a do- 
mineering Ariſtocracy, who, notwithſtanding their great Bluſter, are 
but Chicken-hearted ;— Witneſs our Norfolk Quixotes, who, after 
being completely foiled at the County Meeting, were determined to 
ſubſeribe to ſupport an armed Ariſtocracy : But, pray, tell it not in 
the Metropolis, that a noble Marquis ſubſcribed no more than L. 200 
and another high-penſioned Lord but £.100; an Alderman and 
Leader, and very fierce for Church and King, the enormous Sum of 
L.20: Theſe are the Men who are ready to ſpend their Lives and 
Fortunes ;—but enough of ſuch privileged Beings! We ſhould be 
glad to know whether the Friends of the People conſent to a Con- 
vention, and whether they will take an active Part. | 
Pleaſe to accept of a few of our Bills. We ſhould eſteem it a 
Favour that you would ſend us a few of your late Declarations, 
P. S. Many of our Friends are fully convinced of the Neceſſity, 
Legality, and Rationality of a Convention; But, Query, Whes« 
ther the Time be expedient ? Eh 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Loudon Correſponding Society ta 
Newcaſtle, | 


Citizen, | 1ſt May, 1794. 

It is with Pleaſure the London Correſponding Society hear that a 
Society on fimilur Plan, and with the ſame patriotic Objeds in View, is 
likely to be eſtabliſhed at Neweaſtle upon Tyne—lf ever a Criſis 
arrived that required the Exertions of the People to ſtop the Torrent 
of Corruption, Infamy, and Deſpotiſm, that ſeeins likely to over- 
rhelm them, it is the preſent—in God's Name then, let us uſe theſe 
Exertions,—\We are called upon by every Thing that is dear to us, as 
AMen and as Chriſtians. The Cauſe of Truth and Liberty muſt 
nally be Omnipotent ; therefore doubt not that the glorious Reign of 
[ilerty and Equality will ere long be eſtabliſhed, and modern Govern- 


ments, evith every Appendage of Wickedueſs and Corruption, will flee in Time 


irom their genial Influence, as Beaſts of Prey to their Dens of Rapine 
nod Darkneſs from the rifing Sun. The London Correſponding 
toviety have beheld with Indignation e rapid Advances of Deſpotiſm in 
- £14112, and are ready cordially to unite 2vith every other Society in the Three 
Ag dot, who have for their Object a full and effottual Repreſentation of 
e Frefle 3 they therefore hawe deprited Six of their Members to meet Six Mem- 
br: af” the Society for Conflitutional Information, io form a Committee of 
(re /pordence und Cooperation; this Committee meets regularly Twice a 


» 8 


Week 


22 ——— — — e 


— en OR 
— — 


A r 1 
Wick al No. 2, Beaufort Buildings, Strand, where any Member delegated 

our Society will meet with every Information required. We incloſe you a 
ew of our Reſolutions, entered into at our General Meeting on the th 
of April, which will be ſufficiently explanatory of our Sentiments and 


Views. We heartily unite with you in wiſhing that the Hydra of Tyranny 
nd Impoſition may ſoon fall under the Guillotine of Truth and Reaſons 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conflitutional Society at Sheffield, to 
the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, 


Friend and Fellow Citizen, Sheffield, May 11th, 1794. 


Public Meeting in the open Air, on Monday April 21ſt, 1794, at 
chich were many Friends from Leeds, Wakefield, Huddersfield, 
Bradford, and the adjacent Neighbourhood, the Friends of Freedom, 
iter the Meeting, agreed to hold a General Mecting of Delegates at 
Briſtol, in order to conſider on the Meaſures to be adopted by them 


Citizen — of Halifax, being ordered to Sheffield to get the Pro- 
ceedings of the Meeting printed, and conſult with us upon the Sub- 
ect, they were adviſed by us to defer at preſent the Meeting of Dele- 
gates, until further Ii formation from you on that Subject. I was there- 
fore ordered, at our laſt Committee Meeting, to write to you, re- 
queſting the Favour of as early Intelligence as poſſible on that im- 
portant Buſineſs. We are not in the leaſt intimidated in Sheffield, as 
we can call and hold a public Meeting whenever Circumſtances ren- 
ders the ſame neceſſary ; befides, in the Houſe where I refide, we 
have a large commodious Room, where the Socicty can peaceably 


mect in Rotation, 


By Order of the Committce, 
neee 


The Friends of Peace and Reform in Halifax having held a general 


preparatory to a General Convention. After which our worthy Friend 


—— — 
W. 
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be made to them by His Majeſty's Orders, or by the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy appointed by the Houſe of Commons, 
and to report thereupon, from Time to Time, as they 
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FIRST REPORT 


By the Lords Committees appointed a Committee 
to inſpect the Report and Original Papers, and 


the Book ſealed up in a Bag, delivered on Mon- 


day the 19th of May laſt by a Meſſage from the 
Commons, | 


ORDERED TO REPORT, 


1 the Committee have met, and, having carefully compared 
the ſaid Report with the Original Papers referred to them, have 
come to an unanimous Reſolution immediately to report to your 
Lordſhips, That they are ſatisfied and convinced by the Evidence 
contained in theſe Papers, that a Traitorous Conſpiracy hath been 
formed, and Acts done in purſuance thereof, by certain Societies 
and Perſons in different Parts of the Kingdom, for the Subverſioh of 
the eſtabliſhed Laws and Conſtitution, and the Introduction of that 
—— of Anarchy and Confuſion which has fatally prevailed in 
rance. | 

The ſame Evidenee contains ſtrong Indications that Meaſures have 


been recently taken, and are ſtill continuing, for providing Arms of 


the moſt pernicious Sort to be diſtributed amongſt the Favourers of 
this Conſpiracy, for effectuating, by open Force, the Purpoſes for 
which they have conſpired.— The Committee have therefore thought 
it their Duty to continue the further Examination of the Matters 
referred to them, and to ſubmit to the Conſideration of the Houſe, 
Whether it may not be proper that they ſhould. be empowered to 


ſend for Perſons and Papers, and to receive ſuch Communications as 


may be made to them by His Majeſty's Orders, or by the Committee 
of Secrecy appointed by the Houſe of Commons; whoſe: Vigilance 
and Activity in providing for the Public Safety cannot fail to excite a 


proportionable Zeal and Emulation in your Lordſhips for detecting 
this Scene of Iniquity, and thereby averting the Calamities in which 
the further Progreſs of ſuch a Conſpiracy might have involved the 


Nations 


9 1 
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THE 


Second Report 
FROM THE 


COMMITTEE OF SECRECY 


APPOINTED BY 
THE HOUSE OF LORDS 


To inſpect the Report and Original Papers, and the Book 

| ſealed up in a Bag, delivered on Monday the 19th of May 
Jaſt, by a Meſſage from the Commons; and who, by the 
Order of the Houſe of Wedneſday the 21ſt of the ſame 
Month, were empowered to ſend for Perſons, . Papers, and 

Records, and to receive ſuch Communication as may be 
made to them by his Majeſty's. Orders, or by the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy appointed by the Houſe of Commons, 
and to report thereupon, from Time to Time, as they 
ſhall ſee Cauſe, | 


ORDERED TO BE PRINTED 7th JUNE, 1794. 
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SECOND REPORT 


By the Lords Committees appointed a Committee 
to inſpect the Report and Original Papers, and 
the Book ſealed up in a Bag, delivered on 
Monday the 19th of May laſt by a Meſſage 
from the Commons, 5 


ORDERED To REPORT, 


THAT your Committee has proceeded in the farther Examinas 
1 tion of the Books and Papers referred to them; and, in purſu- 
ance of the Powers given to them by the Houſe, have alſo taken 
under their Conſideration the Depoſitions and Examinations of ſe- 
veral Perſons, Papers found in the Cuſtody of thoſe who have been 
apprehended, -and Intelligence communicated to them by One of His 
Majeſty's Secretaries of State, 


After a diligent Inveſtigation of all thoſe Sources of, Information, 
the Concluſions they had formerly ſtated to the Houſe, and the Facts 
and Propoſitions contained in the Report of the Secret Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons referred to them, appear to be incontro- 
vertibly eſtabliſhed. The Extent and Danger of the extravagant 
and fatal Defigns entertained by a Number of diſaffected Perſons, 
and the rapid Progreſs lately made in the Meaſures taken to carry 
fuch Deſigns into Execution, are illuſtrated and made manifeſt in aa 
ſatisfactory a Manner as circumſtantial Evidence can admit. 


The Firſt Object to which the Attention of your Committee hath 
been directed, was the Preparation of Arms, referred to in their 
Firſt Report, of which they were then only authorized to ſay, that 
ſtrong Indications had appeared. The Evidence which they have 
ſince examined, as well as ſubſequent Diſcoveries providentially 
made, have brought that important Part of the Cafe more fully to 

Js 


light. | 


But in Order to place that Object in its juſt Point of View, and to 
ülluſtrate its Connection with other Parts of the General Con 
or 


1 


Hr the Deſtruction of the Conſtitution, it has appeared to your Com- 


mittee that it would be fit to ſtate, in the Firſt Place, the Circum- 
ſtances which preceded that Preparation of Arms, and thoſe under 
which it took place. | 


From authentic and public Documents it appears, that, ſubſequent 


to the Impriſonment of the late French King,. the Abolition of Mo- 


narchy, and the Eſtabliſhment of a Democratical and Revolutionary 
Government, in France, a direct and avowed Correſpondence was 
carried on between the Convention in France and certain Perſons in 
His Majeſty's Dominions, for the undiſguiſed Purpoſe of an Union 
of Principles and Conduct. £2 


The Addreſſes ſent to the French Convention in the Month of 
November 1792, and the Anſwers returned to them; are Matters of 
ublic Notoriety. The Committee, referring to the Statement given 
of thera by the Report of the Secret Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, have further to obſerve upon theſe Addreſſes, that it 
now appears that the Idea was firſt conceived after the Maſlacres at 


Paris, in the Beginning of September 1792, was drawn into Form 


after the Invaſion of the Netherlands, and that it was not the ſudden 
Act of a few Individuals, or even of One particular Society, but 
was long under Deliberation, communicated to other Societies in 
different Parts of the Kingdom aſſembled under various Names, and 
the common Pretext of Parhamentary Reform, adopted by many, 
and finally tranſmitted as a Declaration of the Sentiments of a Ma- 


jority of the Engliſh Nation. | | 


The Committee has beſtowed a particular Attention to inveſtigate 
the Proceedings of that Society which aſſumed the Name of the 


London Correſponding Society; becauſe, from the Character, 


Habits, and Condition, of thoſe who compoſe it, compared with 
the Style and Language, as well as the Method and Contrivance diſ- 
covered in their Proceedings, it is moſt probable that it muſt have 
been guided by Perſons of a ſuperior Education, and more cultivated 
Talents, than appear amongſt the Members of this Society. For 
the direct and avowed Connection which took place in the Beginning 
of April laſt between this Society and the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, and the Plan of Co-operation then eſtabliſhed between 
them, the Committee again refer to the Report of the Secret Coms. 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons now before the Houſe, 


The London Correſponding Society, in the Firſt Formation; 
which was about January. 1792, appears to have been planned and 
directed by leading Members of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, and in the. Courſe of its ſubſequent Proceedings, the 
Meaſures they. purſued were in many Inſtances privately, concerted 
with Perſons of the ſame Deſcription, The Number of Perſons 
firſt aſſembled did not exceed Two Hundred. In the Courſe of a 


few Months, their Communications with ſimilar Societies in various 
"IS | | 3 2 0 | Y | Places 0 
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Places became very frequent, and they began to aſſume a Form and 
Method of proceeding by Subdiviſions and Delegations, which have 
to them an Appearance of Conſequence, and of increaſing Num- 
bers. They were the oſtenſible — of the Addreſs to the 
French Convention, preſented in November 1792, and the Inſtru« 
ments to carry on the Correſpondence upon it in the Country; from 
whence they have taken every Occaſion to extend their Communica« 
tion with theſe other Societies which they have induſtriouſly drawa 
to a cloſe, intimate, and dependant, Connection. 


The War, commenced againſt His Majeſty by the Perſons exer»- 
ciſing the Powers of Government in France, ſuppreſſed.the open 
Communication with the French Convention ; but neither that 
Circumſtance, nor the repeated Declaration of Parliament, had any 
Effect to reſtrain the Avowal of thoſe Doctrines which had led that 
Convention to all thoſe Exceſſes which have proved ſo deſtructive in 
—_— to the Principles of Social Order, of Religion, and of Mora- 
ity. | 


In the Courſe of the Year 1793, a Plan appears to have been con- 
ceived, an in ſome Degree brought into a regular Shape, for uni- 
ting the different Meetings, formed by the arttul Diſſemination of 
ſeditious Publications, inviting Men to follow the Example of France, 
into 1uch a Body as might be brought to act to One given Object, 

aud be ſubject to One general Direction. 8 


The moſt marked Effect of this Plan was, the aſſembling of a Body 
under the Name of a Convention, which made its Firſt public Ap- 
Pearance at Edinburgh on the 29th of October 1793. 


The Deſign of this Meeting had been known and concerted for 
ſome time with Societies in England, particularly with the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, and the London Correſponding So- 
ciety. Two Delegates to this Meeting were choſen, and ſent from 
the London Correſponding Society ; a regular Allowance for their 
Journey and Expences, at a rate very conſiderable in reſpect to the 
apparent Funds of that Society, was voted for their Support, and 
actually paid: Theſe Delegates were Margarot and Gerrald. They 
appeared, by the Sequel, to have been, in Effect, not only Dele- c 

ates but Conductors of the Affairs of the intended Meetipg ; and 
deriving a conſiderable Conſequence from the ſuppoſed Repreſenta- 
tion of the Society which ſent them, and other Societies in England, 
from which they afterwards produced Commiſſions. Two Delegates 
were alſo choſen from the Society for Conſtitutional Information— 
Sinclair, and a Perſon known under the Name of Yorke, = 


After ſitting Four Days in Expectation of the Engliſh — 
the Meeting, which had conſi ſted of about 150 Perſons from di 

rent Parts of Scotland, ſeparated, becauſe the Englifh Delegates 
had not arrived. In Two Days: afterwards. they cane z 2 yy 


5 WE. | | 
from Sheffield alfo arrived; and Sinclair, One of the Delegates from 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information: Mr. Hamilton Rowan 
and Mr. Simon Butler, ſtating themſelves to come on the Part of a 
Society called the United Iriſhmen, but having no Commiſſion, made 
their Appearance likewiſe, and were all introduced to a General 
Committee of the Convention, and received as Delegates, | 


A Meeting of the Convention, . which had ſeparated before the Ap- 
-pearance of theſe Perſons, was immediately ſummoned by Skirving 
the Sectetary, and by public Advertiſement, for the 19th of No- 
_— on which Day it was held, and conſiſted of about 160 Per- 

ons. n 8 ob $654 N +7 


The Firſt Four Days of their Meeting were employed in ſettling! 
Forms, and in an Examination of the Commiſſioners of the Delegates 
ſuppoſed to be given by Meetings of the Inhabitants of the Places 
from which they were dated, but which Meetings were in very few. 
Places known to have exiſted, or to have been called for any ſuck 


Purpoſe. All theſe Commiſſions were of courſe allowed to be valid. 


On che 22d Day of November, this Meeting voted itſelf to be The 
Britiſh Convention, and aſſumed that ſtyle in their Minutes and other 
Proceedings, which were dated © in the Firſt Year of the Britiſh 
Convention, and in ſome inſtances, in the Firſt Year of the Bri- 
tiſh Convention One and Indiviſible. e 


The Meeting thus formed, proceeded to att in exact Imitation of 
the French Convention, adopting all its Forms, Phraſes, and Modes 
of Proceeding, forming Committees of Organization, of Inſtruction, 
of Finance, of Secrecy, decreeing Honours of the Sitting, Honours 
able Mention of Services, and what may merit more ſerious Atten- 
tion than the Affectation of this Style, attempting to inſlitute Pri- 
mary Societies, Provincial Aſſemblies, and Departments in the 
Country. On the 28th of November, they came to a Reſolution of 
declared Oppoſition and Refiſtance to the Authority of Parliament, 
under a Reſerve that it ſhould not be entered on the Minutes till the 
Cloſe of their Sittings. | - 


After this, the Spirit and Activity of the Magiſtrates were exerted 
to ditperſe this Convention; and on the 5th of December 1793, 
the Ringleaders were apprehended, their Papers ſeized, and ſome of 
them have ſince been tried and convicted of the Crimes laid to theit 
Charge. By | 
— * „ f 

Notwithſtanding the juſt and laudable Exertions of the Civil Au- 
thority to ſuppreſs this enormous Diſorder, the Miſchief intended 
has been in Part effectuated, for there has exiſted a Meeting formed 
an the Model of the French Convention, aſſuming the name of the 


Britiſn Convention, which, from the 19th of November to the 5th 
of December 170g, has been exhibited in this Kingdom, with an open 


Publication of all its Tranſactions; in a Newſpaper conducted by 
| | One 


nn ) 
One of its Members, to ſerve as a Pattern of the Form and Method 
in which a future Convention might proeced to act. 


a It alſo appears from the Sequel that there ſtill remained a Com- 
mittee of decrecy and Emergency formed in that Mexting. which 


* 


had continued to conduct ſubſequent Operations in Scotlanc 


The Committee have thought it important to call the Attention of 
the Houſe to this Tranſaction, becauſe it appears, by the Evidence 
produced to them, to have been concerted at leaſt, if not directed, 
by the diſaffected Societies in England, and to have a moſt intimate 
Connection with the Sequel of the Conſpiracy carried on here. 


From the Time of the Meeting and Diſperſion of the Convention 
,at Edinburgh, the Societies in England began to act with increaſed 
Vigour and Activity. Their Reſolutions expreſſed a warm Approba- 

tion of the Proceedings of the Convention at Edinburgh; ſtrong De- 
. elarations were made in Behalf of thoſe who had been brought to 

trial and convicted; Subſcriptions entered into for their Encoyrage: 
ment and Support; and ſome Projects appear to have been entertained 
for their Reſcue, | | | „„ 


The London Correſponding Society had continued to extend its 
Correſpondence, and alſo its Influence with the other Societies diſ- 
perſed in the Country, and had, in the Month of February laſt, 
adopted a Reſolution to arrange the Members into Diviſions of 
Thirty, compoſed of thoſe who lived neareſt to each other, that they 
. might eaſily be aſſembled together upon any Emergency. They had 
. alſo procured about that Time a plan of a Confticutibn to be formed, 
which was printed and circulated amongſt the ſeveral Diviſions, by 
| ſome of which it had been approved, and at the Time when the Se- 
cretary was apprehended, was about to be referred to the General 
Meeting of Delegates. for its final ſanction. By this Plan, beſides the 
Section of Thirty, claſſed ſo as to be ready to come forth at the ſame 
Time, there were to be ſecondary Sections of Ten each, under the 

Repreſentation and Direction of a Tythingman. There was alſo a 
general Committee of Correſpondence, | | 


This Committee, in Fact, appears to have exiſted for a confidera- 
ble Time, to have confiſted of a Number not exceeding Five, to 
have tranſacted and directed all the Secret Buſineſs of the Society, 
and they were authorized to communicate to the larger Meetings 
only ſuch Matters as they thought adviſeable. | 


It ſeems almoſt unneceſſary for the Committee to point out to the 
Obſervation of the Houſe, that a Society (whatever be the Condition 
_. ot the Individuals who compole it) ſo organized, the Phraſe they 

adopt in their printed Plan, and ſo connected with other Societies in 

various Parts of the Ifland, is capable of giving the immediate Effect 
of an united Operation to whatever Meaſures may be propoſed by 
Ba - „ $0" 
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their Leaders, eſpecially when the recent Example of France affords 
ſo ſtriking an Inſtance of the deſtructive Effect of ſuch a Combination. 
The Committee muſt at the ſame Time remark, that this Conſtitu- 
tion (as it is called,) in the Declaration of Principles by which it ts 
introduced, the Teſts required of the Members, and the general 
Frame of the Proviſions, evidently ſhew that the Model.on which it 
is formed is that which has led to the Annihilation of all regular Go- 
vernment in France, and to the Deſpotiſm of a few Demagogues 
through the Power and Influence of the Clubs. 


Under this State of Things, and when all this Arrangement had 
been previouſly formed, the Project of procuring Arms was brought 
forward. The preciſe Date when it took place cannot be aſcer- 
tuined, for it appears to have been conducted in moſt Places with 
peculiar Secrecy and Caution. En | | 


So early as the Time of the Meeting at Edinburgh, the Facility 
of procuring Arms, particularly Pikes, the Uſe and Efficacy of them 
as It had been proved in France, had been diſcuſſed at ſome of the 
Divifion Meetings; but no ſpecific Meaſure to this Effect had been 
taken till a much later Period. | 


About the Month of March 1794, private Meetings had been 


held Twice a Week, in various Places of and adjoining to the Me- 


tropolis, for the Purpoſe of inſtructing Men in the Uſe of the Fire- 


lock; the Places of ſuch Meeting were changed to avoid Detection; 


and were choſen by a Committee. They exerciſed chiefly by Night; 
and no Perſons were admitted but by a printed Ticket, with the In- 
ſcription, * Liberty to thoſe who dare to be free.“ The Number of 
Firelocks actually provided, as far as it has been diſcovered, may 
ſeem inconſiderable for the Execution of any Deſign, although, for 


the Purpoſe of teaching the Exerciſe, it had a moſt dangerous Ex- 


tent; but in reſpect of the Circumſtances of the Perſon who pur- 
chaſed, or ſubſcribed for the Purchaſe, the Number is an Object of 
ſome Conſideration ; and it appears that the Artillery Houſe, and 
Gunſmith Shops in various Parts of the Metropolis, were looked to 


2s furniſhing a ready Reſource upon Occaſion, and as the Means of 


providing an abundant Supply of Arms to Perſons already inſtructed 
in the Uſe of them. 5 ä | 


The Committee has ſtated the Number, ſo far as already diſco- 


vered, to be inconſiderable; but they muſt add, that after they. 


fuppoſed their Inquiry to be cloſed, a recent Diſcovery communi- 
Cated to them has added largely to the Number. | 


The Uſe of Pikes formed a till mere confiderable Part of the in- 
tended Armament. The Effect of this Weapon had often been 
diſcuſſed at Meetings, and a Correſpondence had been entered into 
with Perſons at Sheffield for providing a Supply of them. The 
Price for the Iron Work was fixed fo low as a Shilling ; and if the 

| | Coſt 


1 


Coſt exceeded that Amount, (which it appears it muſt have done) 
the Overplus was to be paid by a Perſon at Sheffield, who was to be 
reimburſed by the Society. In purſuance of this Plan, Letters, 
dated the 24th of April, were ſent from Sheffield to the Correſpond- 
ent Society, and, under their Cover, to another Society at Norwich, 
advertiſing them that the Pikes were in a forward State of Prepara- 
tion, and fixing the Terms on which they were to be delivered. | 


The Committee think it proper to ſubjoin a Hand Bill, printed in 
April for the London Correſponding Society, and diſtributed at a 
Meeting ; 


4 Countrymen, you are told by thoſe who are In Office that 
„ you are in Danger of a French Invaſion; you are told by 
« thoſe who are Out of Office that you are in Danger of a Heſ- 
% ſian or Hanoverian Invaſion : In either Cafe Arms will be of 
« Uſe to you. Agree among vourſelves. Get Arms, and learn 
« the Uſe of them.“ 5 | 


At Sheffield, the Meaſure of arming with Pikes, after the Exam.» 
ple of the French, was more openly purſued : It had been recom- 
mended in April laſt, in public Harangues, by a Perſon whoſe 
Name often occurs in the Courſe of this Conſpiracy, but whe has 
not yet been apprehended, to great Numbers of People, as well as 
by Hand Bills diſtributed, exciting them to arm. The Pikes were 
made under the Orders of that Perſon, who particularly directed the 
Form and Size of them. Several Perſons were employed in the Ma- 
nufacture, which was making a confiderable Progreſs, before the 
Alarm given by the Apprehenſion of the Secretaries of the Two So- 
cieties in London. Beſides the Pikes, another Sort of Inſtrument 
was produced at Sheffield, the Uſe of which was (as explained) to 
be thrown about in the Night on the Road, for laming the Men and 
the Horſes who might be employed to quell any Commotions. 


In the Progreſs of the Examinations into this Conſpiracy, an ac- 
cidental Diſcovery was made in Scotland, which has more fully ex- 
plained the Extent of the Danger, and the ample Range of the whole 
Deſign, 8 5 


From the Nature of the Proceedings carried on in Scotland, in 
conſequence of that Diſcovery, it was impoſſible for the Committee 
to examine particularly into the Evidence of it; they have therefore 
tranſmitted to the Houſe the Information communicated to them on 
this Head, in the Form in which they have received it, and added it 
in an Appendix to the Report. All the Obſervations they are au- 
thorized to make upon it is, that the Evidence which they have ex- 
amined, clearly proves, iſt. A decided Purpoſe of forming another 
Britiſh Convention in ſuch central Place as ſnould be afterwards com- 
municated. 2d. Meaſures concerted, and in Part actually taken, 


tor aſſembling that Convention, 3d. A Preparation of Arms to - 
poſe 


(Wm 3 


poſe and withſtand any Attempt to difperſe ſuch a Meeting. 4th. A 
continued Connection and Correſpondence between thoſe Societies in 
England, by whoſe Co-operation theſe Meaſures were to be exe. 
cuted, and the leading Members of the tormer Britiſh Convention, 


which actually held its Meeting at Edinburgh in November 1793. 


Upon the Subject of the Preparation of Arms, the Committee 
have been forced to enter into more Detail than was confiſtent with 
the general Plan of their Report in Reſpect to the other Parts of 
the Caſe, which was to ſtate the general Reſuit, and not the particu- 
lar Circumſtances. | | 

On the moſt deliberate Conſideration of all the Evidence before 
them, it appears to the Committee, that there are the moſt convin- 
.cing Proofs, not only of a Plan formed in Theory, to procure, by 
legal Means, ſome partial Change of the Laws by which this King. 
dom has been happily governed, but of a formed N to aſ- 
ſemble, under the Name of a Convention, a Number of Perſons aſ- 


ſuming to be the Repreſentatives of the Nation, for the expreſs Pur- 


poſe of making their Reſolutions to be Law, and of ſubverting, by 
their Authority, the whole Frame of the Government, and the Con- 


ſtitution of this Realm, its Monarchy, its Parliament, and its funda- 
mental Laws. | 


That, to effectuate the Putpoſe of this Conſpiracy, Meaſures had 


been actually taken for an Arrangement and Dittribution of the Per- 


ſons ſeduced to engage in it, a Concert and Communication cſtabliſh- 


ed between different Bodies of Men in different Parts of the Country, 


to aflemble at ſome certain Time and Place, by ſome ſecret Concert 


and Direction, Conſultations held of the Acts to be done for the Fur- 


therance of this Conſpiracy of the moſt traitorous Import, and Arms 
prepared and preparing tor ſupporting, by Force, the ſudden Execu- 
tion of theſe daring and deſperate Deſigns, the Succeſs of which, if 
they could have ſucceeded, muſt have produced the total Subverſion 
of the Conſtitution, with the Deſtruction of His Majeſty's Perſon, 


. Family and Government, and the Annihilation of our Laws and Li- 
. berties, and the mere Attempt of which, though we may juſtly con- 
cliide, that by the Loyalty of the Kingdom it muſt have been de- 


feated, would have involved this Country in all the Horrors of In- 
ſurrection, from the Calamities of which we have now, by the Di- 


vine Providence, been happily exempted, 


The Committee muſt farther obſerve, that there is alſo as ſtrong 4 


Degree of Evidence as the Nature of the Caſe will admit, that the 


Aim of the Leaders in this Conſpiracy extended to as complete a Re- 
volution in this Country, as that which has taken place in France 


ſince the Month of Auguſt 1792. 


Their Adoption of the Principles and Opinions of the French 


Conve ntion; their inceſſant Exerxtions to propagate the ſame Doc- 


trines 
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trines here; their Attachment to the Intereſts of the French Revos 
lutionary Government; their Perſuaſion that there was an intimate 
Connection between the Cauſe they meant to ſerve and the Succeſs of 
the French, and even their Hope of deriving Aſſiſtance from the 
French Arms, appear not by looſe Talk, but by the deliberate and 
adviſed Diſcourſes held at their Meetings, by the written Correſpon- 
dence of ſome of the moſt active Members, and by the Communi- 
cations between the different Societies; Emiſſaries alſo have been, 
ſent by them among His Majeſty's Troops, and Papers circulated in. 
the vain hope of ſeducing them from their Loyalty; and Projects. 
of the moſt deſperate and flagitious Nature, reſpecting the Members 
of both Houſes of Parliament, and even the Safety of His Majeſty's 
moſt ſacred Perſon and of His Royal Family, have not merely been 
uttered, but entertained and diſcuſſed amongſt them. "9a 


The oſtenſible Object of the ſeveral Meetings whoſe Members 
were to be the Followers in this Conſpiracy, namely, Parliamentary 
Reform, is a Pretext that could impoſe on none but the moſt credu- 
lous, ignorant, and unwary : The only Reform they ever profeſſed 
was the Eſtabliſhment of Univerſal Suffrage, and Annual Repreſen- 
tation; theſe they had aſſumed and declared to be theirs by inherent 
and unalienable Right ; a Right not to be relinquiſhed but with their 
Lives, and which none but Thieves and Traitors could wiſh to with- 
hold from them, | | 


The afſembling a Convention was evidently not for conſulting upon 
the Fitneſs of the Meaſure, but to be itſelf the Means of obtaining 
it; and they had previoully diſclaimed, in the moſt expreſs Terms, 
the only legal Means of obtaining any Change of the exiſting Laws 
by an Application to the Legiſlature, declaring that they muſt de- 


pend only on their own Strength and Courage, tor obtaining of what 


they termed their Rights, 


The neceſflary Reſult is, that the Application of Strength and Cou- 
rage muſt have been the Object for which ſuch an Aſſembly was to 
be called, it not being the Purpoſe of thoſe who formed it to obtain 
Laws from any other Authority but their own ; having, not only in 
the private Meetings, but public Declarations, openly profeſſed 
that they were to ſeek Redreſs from their own Laws, and not from 
the Laws of thoſe they termed their Plunderers, Enemies, and Op- 
preſſors. 1 


The Accompliſhment of ſuch a Purpoſe neceſſarily implies the 
Overthrow of all Subordination in the State, the Abolition af the 


eſtabliſhed Form of Parliament, together with the Deſtruction of 


Hereditary Monarchy, and the Subverfion of every Sateguard which 
the Wiſdom of Ages has eſtabiiſhed in this happy Country for the 
Peace and Welfare of Society, for the Encouragement of Induſtry, 
Morality, and Religion, for the Protection of Innocence, and the 
Puniſhment of Vice, and for the ſecure Enjoyment of Property, of 

| 2 Liberty, 


„5 =: 


Liberty, and of Life itſelf. Under the Circumſtances of theſe De. 
figns, deliberately entertained, openly avowed, and on the very 
Point of being attempted to be executed, your Committee feel that 

they have executed their Duty in laying before your Lordſhips the 
important Reſult of their Inquiries; and that it becomes them to 
leave it to the Wiſdom of your Lordſhips to conſider what Steps it may 
be proper for this Houſe to take in Order to manifeſt its Abhorrence 
of this wicked Conſpiracy ; its Defire that every proper Meaſure may 
be exerted in order to give Energy and Vigour to the Execution of 
the Laws by which the Subjects of this Realm are protected againſt 
theſe criminal Purpoſes; and its Readineſs to afford to His Majeſty 
every Degree of Aſſiſtance and Support which is due from us as 
loyal and affectionate Subjects, and as Men deeply impreſſed with a 
Senſe of the Value of the Bleſſings which we enjoy. 
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SECOND REPORT 
COMMITTEE OF SECRECY 


APPOINTED BY 


THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 


| & 


No. 1. 


Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dun- 
das to the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, May 
19th, 1794, incloſing Four Drafts of Pikes, or Spear 
Heads, ; 

ED: Whitehall, May 19th, 1794. 

My Lord, Y roth, 179 

I HAVE received this Morning from the Sheriff Depute of the 
County of Edinburgh, authentic Information of an accidental 

Diſcovery, made on the 15th and 16th ult. ; the general Report of 

which J feel it proper to ſtate to you, as it ſeems materially connected 

with the Inquiry in which the Secret Committee of the Houſe of 

Lords is now engaged, | 
The Creditors of a Bankrupt having received Information that 

Part of his Goods had been embezzled, and were ſecreted in the 

Houſe of an Individual, the uſual Warrant was ifſued authorizing a 

Search to be made in the ſuſpected Place; and, in carrying it into 

Execution on the Afternoon of the 15th, the Officers FP das. fo in a 

private Place, where they appeared to have been concealed, Twelve 

Pike or Spear Heads of the Conſtruction and Dimenſions in the: in- 

cloſed Draught. The Proprietor of the Houſe, who happened to 

be from Home at the Time, was ſoon thereafter taken into Cuſto- 
dy; and, on being carried before the proper Magiſtrate for Exami- 
nation, refuſed to give any Account of theſe Weapons, to whom 

they belonged, or for what Purpoſes they were intended. On a 

more narrow Search, there was likewiſe diſcovered in a private and 

concealed Part of the Houſe, Two other Pike or Spear Heads, ſimi- 
lar to the others; Two Battle Axes, of the Form and Dimenſions 
delineated in the incloſed Paper; and a Shaft or Pole with a Screw 
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on the End, fitted for receiving either the Spear Head, or Fattie 
1 | . 

Immediate Inquiry being made after the Perſons with whom this 
Individual had lately been ſeen in Company, and Two Blackſmiths 
being mentioned among them, their Houſes and Shops were imme- 
diately ſearched ; One of the Two was allo taken into Cuſtody, the 
other eſcaped and abſconded.—In the Shop of the firſt of theſe Men 
were found Four Pike or Spear Heads finiſhed, fitted with Screws 
and Sockets, and ready to be fixed on Shafts; Eight Battle Axes, 
alſo fitted and finiſhed ; and Twenty Blades more not quite finiſhed, 
but nearly ſo. 

In the Shop and Dwelling Houſe of the 6ther who had abſcond- 
ed no ſuch Weapons were found; but the Apprentices, on being 
examined before a Magiſtrate, acknowledged that the Pike or Spear 
Heads firſt diſcovered had been privately manufactured in their Maſ- 


ter's Shop during the Courſe of this Fortnight paſt, and carried 


privately to his Houſe as ſoon as completed. a 

The Battle Axes and Blades appear alſo to have been manufactured 
within this Fortnight paſt; and were intended, as the Maker of 
them ſaid, for the Purpoſe of arming the People ſhould an Invaſion 
take place; but it appears that to his Apprentices, whom he had 


employed in aſſiſting him to make them, he pretended they were 
meant for a Gate: An Account ob-iouſly falfe, as he could not 


point out any Gate for which theſe Weapons were intended ; nor 
name any Perſon who had ordered him to frame a Gate of fo parti- 


_ cular a Conſtruction. 


Fheſe Circumſtances have induced the Magiſtrates to commit all 
the Perſons concerned for Examination; and the Reſult bf the In- 
quiries which are at preſent carrying forward I expect will be regu- 
larly communicated to me. It is proper alſo to inform your Lord- 
ſhip that all the Perſons chiefly concerned appear to have Fro Mem- 
bers of the Britiſh Convention which met at Edinburgh laſt Win- 
ter, and ſince the Diſperſion of it have continued the moſt active 


and leading Perſons in the Societies whoſe Delegates compoſed the 


principal Part of that Meeting; who appear at preſent taking Mea- 
ſures for calling another Convention of the fame Nature, which 
they expected is to take place ſoon in England; and ſome of whom 
have acknowledged, that the Propriety of the Individuals compoſing 
theſe Societies arming themſelves with Spears and Pikes has, within 


theſe few Weeks paſt, been the Subject of Converſation amongſt 


them, and Steps taken for carrying that Purpoſe into Execution with 
Caution and Secrecy. 5 | 

The Silence of One of the Perſons, the inconſiſtent and contra- 
dictory Account of the other, and the Flight of the Third, throw - 
a very Rrong Suſpicion on the Purpoſes and Intentions of the Par- 
ties concerned in this Tranſaction. The Sheriff is in the Courſe of 


his Duty proceeding to inveſtigate the Matter more accurately: But 
I conſider it neceſſary and proper to communicate, through your 
Lordſhip to the Conimittee, Information ſo intimately connected 


with 


* 


APPENDIX No. 1. 2 {1 
with the Object of Inquiries, however imperfe& that Information Kill 1 
is; but which I have no Doubt will ſoon be completed. 
I am, e 
> Wy Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
| Humble Servant, 
The moſt Noble, HENRY DUNDAS, 
the Marquis of Stafford, | | 


Daravenr, N'. 1, 


Referred to in Mr. Secretary Dundas's Letter, dated Whitehall, 
tgth May, 1794, contains the Dimenſions of the Head of a 
Pike or Spear; Fourteen finiſhed ones found in the Houſe 
of Robert Watt, Merchant; Two finiſhed ones were alſo 
found in the Houſe of Robert Orrock, Smith, who acknow- - '” 
ledged he made them ; Eighteen unfiniſhed ones were alfo 
found in the Houſe or Shop of Orrock. 


 Dravenr, Ns. 2, 


Contains the exact Dimenſions of one Weapon found in the 
Poſſeſſion of Robert Watt. . 


Dn Aver, N“. 3, 


Contains the exact Dimenſions of another Weapon found in the 
Poſſeſſion of Robert Watt; alſo of an Iron Verral for put- 
ting on the End of a Staff or Pole. 


o 


DrAavenT, Ne. 4, 


Contains the exact Dimenſions of a Weapon found in the Work- 
ſhop of Robert Orrock, Smith, at Dean, near Edinburgh: 
Nine Others of the ſame Kind were alſo found in the ſame 


4 * ide the annexed fac fimiles of the abox e P thes, Sc. 


N?. 2. 


22 APP EN PIX No. 2. 


N. 


Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dun- 
das to the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, May 
23d, 1794, incloſing Copy of a printed Paper, 
dated Dundee, 12th April 1794. 


| | Whitehall, 23d May, 1794. 
My Lord, 5 N 
I HAVE received this Morning farther Accounts from the Sheriff 
Depute of Edinburgh of the Tranſaction ſtated in my laſt Letter, and 
the Reſult of the Inquiries fince made by that Magiſtrate, and which 
are ſtill going forward, appear to me of ſuch a Nature as to deſerve 
the particular Attention of the Secret Committee, | 

One of the Individuals mentioned in my former Letter has ſince 


made a Diicloſure ; and a Perſon ſince taken into Cuſtody, and who 


appears to have been privy to the whole Traniaction, has cotifeſſed 
that theſe Weapons were the Firſt of a very large Number and Quan- 
tity actually ordered to be made, and intended to be privately diſperſed 
among the Members of the various Societies throughout Scotland, 
ſtyling themſelves Friends of the People, and who appear to be at 
prefent employed in taking Meaſures for calling together another 
Britiſh Convention of Delegates to be held in England. An Order 
has been given from One Town alone in Scotland for a large Quan- 
tity of Weapons of the Nature deſcribed ; no leſs a Number than 
Four thouland has been mentioned; and more are intended to be 
diſtributed in Edinburgh. Emiſſaries appear alſo to have been diſpatch- 
ed within this Fortnight or Three Weeks paſt to the manufacturing 
Towns in the Weſt ot Scotland, for the Purpoſe of ſounding the In- 
clinattons of ſuch of the Inhabitants there who are knowa to be 
Members of theſe Societies; and there is: Reaſon to believe, from 
Information received from various different Quarters, that theſe Per- 
ions have by no Means been unſucceſsful. 

Pailley is in particular alluded to as being in a State of great Rea- 
dineſs; and there has been poſitive Information received through 
other Channels, that within theſe Three Weeks, Perſons of that De- 
ſeription have aſſembled themſelves to a very conſiderable Number in 
the Night Time for the Purpoſe of practiſing the Uſe of Arms. The 
Particulars of this Information, and the Extent, to which theſe Meet- 
mgs have proceeced, are at preſent Matter of Inquiry with the proper 
Magiſtrates of the Place, but the Reſult has not yet been received. 

The Formation of this Plan is now traced Home to certain Perſons, 
ſme of whom are in Cuſtody, who appear to be entruſted by theſe 
Societies in Scotland with the moſt unlimited Powers in directing 
their future Proceedings, carrying on their Correſpondence, and who 


1 act 
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act as a Committee of Secrecy conſiſting of a certain Number of 
Perſons the principal and moſt active Members of the Britiſh Conven- 
t on. The chooſing of Delegates to the expected Convention in Eng- 
Ind, the Place of whoſe Meeting is not yet divulged, and the rai- 
ſing of Contributions among the various Societies throughout Scotland 
for defraying the Charges of ſuch Delegates, appear to be the mate- 
rial Part of their preſent Employment, and in which it would ſeem 
they have made ſome Progreſs ; and it is the ſame Committee who 
have for theſe ſome Weeks paſt been conſulting and taking Meaſures 
for arming themſelves and the Members of the various Clubs with 
Pikes and Battle Axes, and who have employed the Perſons above- 
mentioned in manufacturing them. The Scheme appears to have 
been firſt propoſed and agreed upon about a Month ago; to have 


been ſince carried on with the utmoſt Secrecy and Caution; and the 


Weapons, ſo far as has yet been diſcovered, manufactured by ſuch 
Perſons, in ſuch ſmall Quantities, in ſuch Circumſtances, and under 
ſuch Pretences, as not to render the Progreis of the Work probably 
liable to Suſpicion or Detection; and it was brought to light by the 
very accidental and fingular Incident which I mentioned in my former 

Letter. | 
Is have the Satisfaction of obſerving, that the Magiſtrates and Offi- 
cers of the Law in Scotland have been and ſtill continue active in the 
Searches and Inquiries making at the different ſuſpected Places 
within their reſpective Juriſdictions. In Perth and Dundee nothing 
has been diſcovered which can lead me to believe, that Meaſures 
have been taken in either of theſe Places for making Arms, the Ma- 
nufacture of which ſeems to have been confined to Edinburgh, and 
intended to have been gradually diſperſed from thence to ſuch Places 
as required them. No tuch Weapons have been diſcovered at Paiſley 
or in its Neighbourhood, though the intention of arming and holding 
regular Nightly Meetings are perſedly aſcertained. 

„ has alſo been communicated, of the Authenticity of 
which there is no room to doubt, that a Conſpiracy has been formed, 
as ſoon as a proper Number of theſe Weapons were diſtributed 
among the Friends of the People in Edinburgh, to ſeize in the Night 
the Perſons of the principal Magiſtrates and Officers of the Law, the 
Banks, the Public Offices, Guards, and Priſon, and after inticing 
the Soldiery from the Caſtle, by kindling a Fire in the Middle of the 
City, to intercept them on their Return, by Means of different arm- 
ed Parties to be properly ſtationed for that Purpoſe. 

It appears likewife from indiſputable Facts, that the moſt ſecret 

and that Means have been and are ſtill uſing with the Fencible Re- 

giments in Scotland to excite them to Diſobedience and ' Mutiny. 

The printed Paper which I herewith tranſmit, has been 1nduſtrioufly 

circulated for that Purpoſe. 

| 1 | I have the Honour to be, 

| My Lord, 

Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 

: | | Humble Servant, 

HENRY DUNDAS. 


Marquis of Stafford. 
8 Incloſed 
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Incloſed in Mr. Dundas's Letter to Lord Priry Seal, dated 
| May 23d, 1794. | , 


(Copy.)* 
Friends and Brethren, 

TT is with the greateſt Pleaſure that your Countrymen are informed, 
That ſuch is your Attachment and Love to them, and to your Native 
Country, that you manfully and firmly reſolve not to leave it upon 
any Terms contrary to thoſe upon which you were firſt engaged. 
Your Countrymen love you; and their Hearts would be as much 
wounded to part with you, as yours would be to be ſeparated from 
them. They well know that they are ſafe under the Protection of 
their Fathers, their Sons, their Brothers in Arms; and they neither 


wiſh nor defire any other Defenders.—They hope and believe that 


your Hearts are filled with the ſame Sentiments. | 
The great Maſs of the People from amongſt whom you have inlifted, 


have been repreſented to you as your Enemies ;—believe not the aſ- 


ſertion; they have been taught to conſider you as Foes ; but they do 
not fear finding Friends among their Brethren. PR 

Their Cauſe and yours is the ſame.— They are poor, but they 
have honeſt Hearts; Hearts which ſympathize in yor Cauſe ; they 
look for the ſame Friendſhip and the ſame >ympathy in you. They 
rejoice to hear that you are becoming daily more conyinced of the 
great Truth that the Law ought to be the ſame to the Highlander 
and to + Lowlander ; to the Rich and to the Poor; and that no Man 
can be compelled to take up Arms, by any Authority whatſoever, upleig 
bis own Juclinations prompt him ſo to do. © £ | | 

This Truth has been hitherto carefully concealed from you, but it 


is not leſs certain. The Will of your Laird cannot without your own 


conſent, ſeparate you from your Families and Friends, although many 
of you may have experienced the Exertions of ſuch a Power, however 
unjuſt, and however contrary to Law. | 

We reſpect and admire the Principle which induces you (though 


Neceflity has compelled you to take up Arms) ſtill to perſiſt in re- 


raining to defend your Friends at Home; and not to quit a Coun- 
try which holds Pledges ſo dear. = | 
When yer are gone, where is their Defence? They may be either 
left ævithout protection, or may ſoon ſee their Country over-run by 
Foreign troops; ſuch as in Time paſt have already ſhed the Blood of 
your Anceſtors without Provocation, and without Remorſe ; and who 
would feel perhaps as little Compunction in ſhedding heirs. | 
Prepared for every Deed of Horror, theſe Foreign Mercenaries 
may wiolate the Chaſtity of your Wives, your Siſters, and your 
Daughters, and, when Defire is ſatiated, Cruelty may reſume its 


Place in their Hearts, as Experience has too well and too fatally 


ſhewn ; and Friends, Parents, Children, Brothers, may be involved 


*The Words in Italich are in large Letteis in the printed Copy. 
+ Sic in Orig. Dogg 5 
in 
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in one Common Slaughter. The cruel Maſſacre of Glencoe cannot 
yet be forgotten: Are there not amongſt you whoſe Forefathers 
periſhed there? Their Hearts, throbbing with Kindneſs and Hof- 
pitality, were plerced with the Daggers of their treacherous Gueſts; 
and the Feaſt prepared by the Hand of unſuſpecting Friendſhip was 
cloſed with a ſcene of Blood Such is the Return for Kindneſs and 
W Such the Protection which your Families have to ex- 
pet!!! þ Fer: 
How will they then look around in vain for your protecting Care, 
when perhaps you are fighting at a Diſtance in a Foreign Land? - But 
they hope you will not forſake them.—Stay, oh ſtay, and defend 
your Families and Friends! or that Purpoſe alone you were inlifled. 
—TR_ ready to come forward for you in the Vindication of 
your Rights, | K 
Thouſands join in the ſame Sentiments with 50, and ardently wiſh ' 
for your Continuance amongſt them. The Circumſtances which 
might require you to quit your Country have not yet taken place. No 
Invaſion has yet happened. —You cannot be compelled to go. Leave 
not your Conntry-—Aſſert your independence, —Your Countrymen 
will look up to you as their Protectors and Guardians, and will in heir 
Turn lift up their Arms to protect and aſſiſt v0. SN 
Dundee; April 1ath, 1794. . 


. 
Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary 


Dundas to the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, 
24th May, 1794. 7 | 
| | Whitehall, 24th May, 1794- 
My Lord, i | : | 

I HAVE received no further Accounts of the Reſult of the In- 
quiries going on in Edinburgh; but I am ſorry to ſtate that I have 
received Information from the Sheriff of the County of Renfrew, | 
confirmed by Letters received from other reſpectable Perſons in Paiſ- 
ley, that the Magiſtrates of that Place having, in the Courſe of 
their Inquiries, committed on the Afternoon of the 19th a Man to 
Cuſtody for further Examination, a conſiderable Number of Perſons 
(ſeveral Hundreds aſſembled in the Evening, and after choofing a 
Preſident, whom they addreſſed by the Title of Citizen Preſident) 
roted a Number of Reſolutions to the following Purpoſe:  _. 


That a National Convention ſhould be immediately called, to - 
which they would ſend Delegates. 


That they ſhould not petition Parliament, as it was to them- 
ſelves alone, and to ſuch Convention, they could look for. 


Redreſs. 


3 | They 
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They then proceeded to conſider the Conduct of the Sheriff and 
Magiſtrates in committing their Brother Citizen, as he was termed: 
And after much Diſcuſſion as to the Propriety of immediately re- 
leaſing him by Force, the Majority ſeemed inclined to take mild 
Meaſures firſt, and to ſend a Deputation to aſk his Releaſe ; but the 
Magiſtrates having received Information of what was intended, and 
diſmiſſed the Man from Cuſtody, the Mob diſperſed with Three 
Cheers, having been previouſly inſtructed by their Preſident to 
abſtain from further Tumult, and to obſerve a peaceable and orderly , 
Conduct. | | D | 

The Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate is in the mean Time en- 
tirely ſuperſeded, and until a proper Force is ſent to protect them 
in the future Execution of their Duty, which has been anxiouſly |. 
required by the Sheriff and Magiſtrates, they dare not proceed in 
the common Courſe of legal and judicial Inquiry againſt any of 
the Perſons who are ſuſpected of being concerned in theſe violent 
and tumultuary Proceedings. But it cannot eſcape the Obſervation 
of the Committee, how accurately this Intelligence correſponds with. 
and confirms the Information Yeſterday communicated, as to the 
State of the Minds of theſe People in that Neighbourhood, the 
Alarm which their Leaders feel as to the Reſult of the legal Inquiries 

at preſent depending, and the regular ſyſtematic Connection between 
them and the Leaders at Edinburgh, as diſcovered from the yet un- 
finiſhed and haſty Examinations taken in that City, Ss | 
I have the Honour to be, 


My Lord, | 50 
| RE 4 Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
The moſt Noble Humble Servant, 
The Marquis of Stafford | HENRY DUNDAS, 


— 
on. 


N'. 4. 
Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dun- 


4 das to the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, 27th 
i May, 1794. | 


Whitehall, 27th May, 1794. 
My Lord. 

I HAVE this Morning received farther Information from Scotland, 

which appears to me proper to be communicated to the Committee. 
The Perſons in whoſe Cuſtody the Weapons formerly deſcribed 
were found, appear to have acted for ſome Time paſt under the 
Name of a Committee of Ways and Means appointed by the Britiſh 
Convention; aud to have been empowered by the various Societies 
throughout Scotland to direct all their future proceedings, by Means 
of Emiſſaries privately diſpatched to different Parts of the Country. 
The Committee has ſignified to, and prepared a Number of the So- 
cieties for the approaching Convention in England; many of whom 
| have 


SO. — 
— to — 


A The Blade Aer 
B Socket * e inſertion 
of a ſtaff. 

Fourteen finiſhed z at the houſe 
of RobertWatt, Merchant ; 
two in the houſe of Robert 
- Orrock ; eighteen unfiniſh- 
ed in ditto. 


No. 3. 


A 12 inches. 
B 84 inches. 
C 2 inches. 


A 10 inches. 
B 6 inches. 
C Screw, 61 inches. 

The ſcrew is adapted for a fe- 
male ſcrew, on a ſtaff 35 
feet long. The other ſcrews 
are of the ſame dimenſions. 
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have choſen, and all, as far as is yet known, agreed to chooſe De- 
legates to attend it, and ſubſcribe for their Expences, The Time” 
and Place of Meeting was not divulged ; and were to be communi- 
cated from Edinburgh, in proper Time, by Individuals to be ſent 
from thence for that Purpole, whoſe Arrival was daily looked tor 
by ſeveral of the different Societies. One of the Members of the 
late Convention at Edinburgh appears, within this Fortnight paſt, 
to have been diſpatched, and to have actually performed an extenfive 
1 our through the Welt Part of Scotland; to have viſited, in his 
Progreſs, the Towns of Queensferry, Falkirk, Stirling, St. Ni- 
mans, Kilſyth, Kirkintuloch, Caniprie, Glaſgow, and Paiſley z in 
all of which Places he appears to have met with the principal Perſons 
concerned in theſe Societies; to have left with them and the Mem- 
bers of the Societies Copies of a circular Letter from the Committee 
of Edinburgh, and inſtructed them in what Manner they were in 
tuture to carry on their Correſpondence; and to have fuggeſted to 
them the Propriety of furniſhing themſelves with Arms for the Pur- 
poſes of Defence, under the Pretence of defending themſelves 
againſt Foreign Troops. | | 
An Attempt has been made to diſtribute ſome of the Weapons 
lately diſcovered at Edinburgh, by Means of Perſons privately dit. 
atched to the Country for that Purpoſe, and which ſeems only ta 

— failed in its Execution from the Timidity of the Perſons ſoli- 
cited to do ſo. | 

An Individual of the fame Deſcription has been taken into Cuſto- 
dy in the Country, who appears to have commiſſioned, and actually 
received from England ſome Muſkets and Bayonets : On being quet- 
tioned by the proper Magiſtrate, he has refuſed giving any Explana- 
tion farther than that he commiſſioned them in the Way of his Bu- 
neſs.—But it does not appear that he ever dealt in ſuch Articles be- 
fore; no Perſon appears to have commiſſioned him to procure any 
ſuch, and there ſeems to be full Evidence of his having ſolicited 
others to purchaſe what they of themſelves were not thinking of, or 
wiſhing to provide. | 

He admits having correſpanded with the London Correſpondin 
Society on the Subject of a Convention, and that the Society, of 
which he is a Leader, had agreed to ſend Delegates to it as ſoon as 
the Time and Place of Meeting ſhould be divulged. | 

A Requiſition has been made by the Magiſtrates and principal In- 
habitants of Paiſley for a Military Force to protect them in the Exe- 
cution of their Duty, and in their Perſons and Properties, which 
has been duly attended to. It is with much Satisfaction I inform your 
Lordſhip, that the Gentlemen of Eſtate and Character in the County 
of Renfrew have voluntarily ſtepped forward, and determined to 
ſupport the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate. | 

| | I have the Honour to be, 
| | My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
| Humble Servant, 
HENRY DUND-#.S, 


1 * $6 
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155 A 
Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dun- 


das to the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, 2d 


June 1794. 


My Lord, | | 
THE Information 1 have received this Morning from Edinburgh 
enables me to ſtate to the Committee, that the Franſactions com- 
municated in my former Letters are farther cleared up by the Inqui- 
ries which have ſince taken Place in that City. 


Whitehall, 2d June, 1794. 


Some of the Perſons who abſconded on the Firſt Diſcovery of the 
Arms concealed in certain Houſes have been diſcovered and appre- 


hended ; and the Reſult of theſe farther Inquiries confirms, in al- 
moſt every Particular, the Account received from other Quarters, 
aud the Import of which I have already laid before the Committee. 
The Eſtabliſbment of a Secret Committee at Edinburgh, inveſted 
with full Powers to direct the future Operations of the Societies 


throughout Scotland; the regular Correſpondence privately carried 
on by Means of Emiſlaries diſpatched to the different Towns; the 


aſcertaining the exact Number of Perſons in theſe Societies, who 
were directed to provide themſelves with Arms, and to hold them- 
ſelves in Readineſs for any Meaſure which the Secret Committee 
might in due Time communicate, are confirmed by every Account 
and Information which the Magiſtrates have received: And an In- 
dividual, who has been lately taken into Cuſtody, has contirmed the 
Account received from a different Quarter of the dangerous Deſign, 


planned by the Edinburgh Committee, of effecting a general Inſur- 


rection as ſoon as they were ready and prepared for carrying it into 
Execution, by the Seizure of the principal Magiſtrates and Officers 
of the Law at Midnight, and poſſeſſing themſelves of the Priſops 
and Public Offices, as ſtated to your Lordſhip in my Letter of the 
23d of May, and then communicated through a different Channel 
from that through which the preſent Confirmation of theſe Circum- 
ſtances has been received. The Plan ſeems not only to have been 
diſcuſſed and deliberated on by the Ringleaders at Edinburgh, but 
to have proceeded a certain Degree in its Steps towards actual Exe- 
cution, which appear to have been conducted with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion ; and there is Reaſon to believe, that the Execution of the Plan 
was not to be confined to Edinburgh, but was meant to take place 
in ſome of the moſt conſiderable T 

Day, and at one and the ſame Time. The proper and uſual Steps 
have been taken for bringing the Offenders to Trial ; and thoſe 


againſt whom the Information chiefly points, are detained in Cuſ- 


tody. << 
SA + haye the Honour to be, 
Ay PTE — 3 
ly Lord, 
3 . 
G0 Touf Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
S Humble Servant, | 
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owns in Scotland on a certain 


SUPPLEMENT 


TO TUE 


SECOND REPORT 
FROM THE | 
COMMITTEE OF SECRECY, i 


1o whom the ſeveral Papers referred to in His Majeſty's 
Meſſage of the 12th Day of May 1794, and which were 
preſented (ſealed up) to the Houſe of Commons, by Mr. 
Secretary DunDas, upon the 12th and 13th Days of the 

| ſaid Month, by His Majeſty's Command, were referred 
and who were directed to examine the Matters thereof, and 
report the ſame, as they ſhould appear to them, to the 
Houſe ; 
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and 


SUPPLEMENT, &c. 


OINCE the Second Report of the Committee was preſented to the 
8 Houſe, a Letter has been received by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee from Mr. Grey, a Member of this Houſe, and One of the Mem- 
bers of the Society of the Friends of. the People, on the Subject of the 
Correſpondence between that Society and the Scotch Convention. 

From One of the Encloſures tranſmitted by Mr. Grey, it appears that 
the Letters of the Secretary of the Friends of the People, dated the 23d 
July and 2gth October, (vide page 40, printed Report,) which are re- 
ferred to in the Second Report, were written without any Authority 


from the Society, or from any Committee of the Society, and are conſi - 


dered*by him as only private and perſonal Communications from himſelf: 
Although this Circumſtance did not diſtinctly appear on the Face of the 
Letters, there is nothing in the Manner in which they are referred to by 
your Committee inconſiſtent with it ; and although your Committee, on 
examining theſe Papers, find nothing in their former Statement erroneous ; 
yet, being deſitous of putting the Houſe fully in Poſſeſſion of all the ad- 
ditional Information which they have received on this Subject, they have 
thought that the moſt ſatisfatory Way of doing ſo, is to fabjoin the Pa- 
pers communicated by Mr; Grey, 6b len any OS Halls on the Obſerva- 
tions and Reaſoning therein contained. | 


0 
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Appendix No. 1. 


| Chapel Street, June 14th. 
8¹ R. : 


[J?oN ſeeing, in the Second Report of the Secret Committee, the 
Society of the Friends of the People introduced as acting in Concert 
and Correſpondence with the Scotch Convention, I thought it neceſſary to 


Be | make 


* 


1 


make immediate Enquiry of the Secretary, as to the Circumſtances of an 
Communication that might have paſſed between them. The Reſult of 
that Enquiry, which I deſired him to ſtate to me by Letter, I have noy 
the Honor of incloſing to you, in order that you may have an Oppor. 
tunity, if you think it material to do ſo, of correcting what appears to me 
to be an erroneous Statement in the Report of the Committee. I have alſo 
incloſed a printed Copy of the Proceedings of the Scotch Convention, 
previous to the Time of the only Communication ever made by them to 
the Friends of the People, in December 1792, that it may be ſeen to what 
the Vote of Thanks, inſerted in the Report, really referred. 
| Wi SY I have the Honour to be, Sir, 
| Your obedient humble Servant, 

The Right Hon. Wm, Pitt. = „. 


Appendix, No. 2. 


Frith Street, Soho „ Wedneſday Evening, June 11th, 1794, 
IN compliance with your Deſire of being aecurately informed what 
ene the Friends of the People in London have had with the 
Convention in Scotland, or with Mr. Skirving, its Secretary, I fend yer 
the following Particulars, which contain not only the Subſtance of the 
Communications with the Society, but alſo of thoſe I have perfonally 
made, and of the whole Subject, as far as it has come within my Know. 
oy F he Firſt Convention at Edinburgh, in favour of Parliamentary Be- 
form, conſiſted excluſively of Delegates from the different Societies cf 
the Friends of the People in Scotland. By their Minutes they appear to 
have declined communicating with any Society which did not take that 
Title. They firſt met on the 1 1th of December 1792, and ſat only Three 
Days. Their Name of “ Convention was familiar to Meetings in 
Scotland; and they ſtated the Object of their Inſtitution to have been to 
conſolidate the common Strength of the Friends of Reform in that Part 
of the Country; which is the very ſame Reaſon given ſor the Eſtablilli 
ment of a fimilar Body, for a ſimilar Purpoſe, in London, in 1780. 

In their laſt Sitting, on the 13th of December, they voted that cer. 
tain Reſolutions ſhould be ſent to the Friends of the People in London; 
which, together with the Letter incloſing them, I herewith tranſmit. 
This was the only Communication made from that Body, The An- 
ſwer to it ſtated, that by. ſome Accident the Reſelutions mentioned in 
the Letter were not incloſed ; but that the Society had ſeen them in the 
Newſpapers : It alſo aſſured them of the Approbation and Concurrenceſ 
of the Friends of the People in London, according to the 'Terms of theit 
ſeveral Declarations. I afterwards received printed Copies of its Pro- 
ceedings, in December 1792 and May 1793, and could not perceive ally 
Thing in them that was not ſtrictly confined to à reaſonable Partiamen- 
tary Reform, 33 | A 
x n 
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On the 2d of May 1193, after having ſat Three Days, it adſotirned till 
October. Many Gentlemen of great. Reſpectability and of large Pro- 
perty were Members of it. The Magiſtrates of Edinburgh did not 
moleſt, or, as far as ever I could learn, even blame it. And when, in the 
Houſe of Commons, the Queſtion of Parliamentary Reform was fo fully 
diſcuſſed, on the 6th and 7th of May 1793, in which the Subject of a 
National Convention was introduced and reprobated, the flighteſt Notice 
was not taken of the Convention at Edinburgh, though it had aſſembled 
in the preceding December and publiſhed its Proceedings, and had again 
aſſembled, Seven Days before that Debate, for the Purpoſe of colle&in 
and forwarding many of the very Petitions in Favour of Reform, whic 
were then under Diſcuſſion ;---a Buſineſs which it publicly avowed, and 
which many Days prior to the Debate was publiſhed in the London 
Newſpapers. 

The next Letter received from Mr. Skirving, ſo far as I recollect, was 
in the Middle of October 1793; it was ſigned by him, as Secretary to the 
Society of the Friends of the People in Edinburgh, and not as Secretary 
to the Convention, It ſolicited the Society of the Friends of the Peo- 
ple in London to fend 0 to the enſuing Convention of the Friends 
of the People at Edinburgh, appointed for the 29th of the ſame Month. 
I ſhewed * Letter to Two or Three Members who happened to be then 
in Town, and they agreed with me that I ought to ſend an Anſwer to 
the following Effect: Acquainting Mr. Skiwing, That on a Subject 
ſo important as that of ſending Delegates to the Convention at Edin- 
burgh, it would be neceſſary to eonſult the Society; but that the Short- 
neſs of tbe Time rendered it impoſſible to give proper Notice, firſt for 
calling the Committee, (which was not then fitting, and which alone 


could aſſemble the Society) and then for calling a General Meeting; 


the Shortneſs of the Time I repreſented as the more objectionable in that 
Seaſon of the Year, when very few Members were in Town, I, how- 
ever, told him that I had conſulted ſome Members on the Subject, and 


they had agreed with me, without deciding on the Propriety of the Meaſure 


that the Notice was inſufficient, and that therefore his Requeſt could not 


be complied with. I added, that it was highly probable ſome Members 


of the Society, then in Scotland, would be preſent, and that whatever 


they agreed to I had no Doubt the Society would confirm, I faid Lord 
Lauderdale might perhaps attend. No Perſon in London faw this An- 
ſwer after it was drawn up. It was entirely of my own writing; and I 
think it was ſtated in it that it was merely a private perfonal Communi- 
cation from myſelf. 5 | 


I afterwards underſtood that the Convention of Delegates from the 


Friends of the People in Scotland aſſembled accordingly on the 29th of 


October, and fat, as they had done at their former Meetings, Two or 
Three Days. They confined themſelves ſtrictly, and I believe fincerely, 
to the Buſineſs of Parliamentary Reform, and then adjourned for ſeveral 


Months. Soon after their Adjournment, however, the Delegates from 


the Societies in London and other Parts of England arrived. The Con- 
vention then re aſſembled on the 19th of November; and it was not till 
after this Period that it aſſumed the Name of The Britiſh Convention 


inſtituted for the Purpoſe of obtaining Univerſal Suffrage and Annual 
Parliaments, or adopted any Part of the Language or 8 


onduct which 


(with 
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(with what Juſtice I do not pretend to determine) have exycſed it to ſo 
much Animadverſion and Cenſure. | | 
This is the whole of the Correſpondence, as far as I can recollect, 
that paſſed between the Friends of the People in London and the Con- 
vention, or Mr. Skirving, at Edinburgh. The Correſpondence that 
took place between Vir. Skirving and myſelf, could not, from Circum- 
ſtances which occur in my Mind, be very important. He ſent me the 
printed Minutes of the Convention, and J ſent him the Publications 
of the Friends of the People in London, The lat Time I wrote 
to him was about the End of October, acknowledging the Receipt 
of ſome Copies of Mr. Muir's Trial; and I perfectly remember con- 
conciuding my Letter with a Hope that the Delegates from the Socie- 
ties in London, who had then juſt departed to. meet the Convention 
in Edinburgh, would not import into Scotland any of that intem- 
ow Spirit which had brought Blame on the moderate and ſincere 
Friends of Reform in England: I hoped. that the Friends of the 
People in Scotland would continue to perſevere with that Prudence 
and Moderation in the Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, which had ſo 
juſtly obtained them the Approbation of the Friends of the Meaſure 
in England, — This Letter, 1 ſuppoſe, diſpleaſed Mr. Skitving, for 
he never after wrote to me, nor did I write to him. | 
Having now detailed the Whole of the Correſpondence, to the 
beſt of my Remembrance, between the Convention and the Friends 
of the People in London, and between Mr. Skirving and myſelf, I 
think it my Duty to obſerve, without preſuming to give any Opi- 
nion on the Conduct of the Britiſh Convention, that a material Diſ- 
tinction ought to be drawn between it and the Convention of the 
Friends of the People. The Proceedings of the latter, at their Meet- 
ings in December, 1792, and May 1793, appeat to me to have been 
ſuch as the moſt timid Friend to Parliamentary Reform could not 
object to. Their Proceedings at their Meeting in October, were, I 
believe, of the ſame Deſcription. - When they afſembled with the 
Delegates from England, indeed, another Syitem ſeems to have been 
purſued. 'T heir Meetings had always ſat only Three Days at a Time, and 
they were ſettled to be held only Twice a Year. But after it be- 
came the Britiſh Convention, they then, and not till then, entered 
into all thoſe Meaſures at which the Magiſtrates and Government haue 


expreſſed ſo much alarm; and it was not till then that they even de- 


clared deciſively in favour of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Par- 
liaments; it is therefore extremely material to remark, that no Blame 
has yet been thrown on the Convention of the Friends of the People at 
Edinburgh; and that between the Briz//4 Convention and the Friends 
of the People in London no Correſpondence of any Kind ever took 


place, nor even any Sort of Communication between Mr. Skirving 


and myſelf after its Inſtitution, 
3 I have the Honour to be, 
SI R, | 
Your moſt humble Servant, ; 
DANIEL STUART. 


vo Charles Grey, Eſq. M. P. 4 


P. S. Since 


SAP 


P. S. Since writing the above, I have ſeen the Second Report of 
.the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons, in which Mention 
is made of Two Letters that had eſcaped my Memory. The firlf 
of thoſe Letters, containing à Reſolution of Thanks, I never made any 
Minute of, becauſe thoſe Thanks were not voted to the Scotch Con- 
vention in particular, as might be imagined from the Statement in the 
Report, byt were paſſed ng 4 to all Societies which had aſſiſted 
in the Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform. — After the Motion in the 
Houſe of Commons, on the 6th of May, 1793, the Society of the 
Friends of the People in London, on the 18th' of the ſame Month, 
agreed to the following Reſolution : * That the Thanks of this Society 
« be returned to the various Societies in Correſpondence with it, for 
« their Zeal and Activity in the Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform; and 
© to expreſs a Hope and Wiſh that they will proceed with the ſame 
Spirit, Induſtry, and 'Temper, during the Interval between the preſent 
« Time and the Meeting of the next Seſſion of Parliament.“ —Befides 
ſending Copies of this Keſolution to the different Societies in England, 
it was reſolved that Copies of it ſhould be ſent to the Chairmen of the 
Societies in Edinburgh and Glaſgow, requeſting them to tranſmit the 
ſame to all the Societies in Scotland, with which they correſponded. 
The Convention at Edinburgh was confidered by me, not only as a do- 
ciety with which the Friends of the . op wn in London communicated, 
but as the beſt Channel for conveying the Reſolution of Thanks over 
Scotland; and I of courſe ſent them a Copy. But I do not find, nor 
do I believe, that I was inſtructed to addreſs the Reſolution to the 
Convention, in preference to the Edinburgh Society of Friends of 
the People. | | | 
With regard to the Second Letter mentioned. in the Report, dated the 
23d of july, 1793, I do not, in the ſlighteſt Degree, remember it ; but 
from the Paſſage there quoted, I have not the leaſt Doubt of its being 
mine: It contains the Language I have invaribly held whenever the 
Subject of a Convention has been mentioned. But it is impoſſible I at 
that Time could have written as Secretary, either in the None of the 
Society, which was not then fitting, it having adjourned on the 4th of 
June, 1793, without again meeting till the 23d of January, 1794; or 
in the Name of the Committee, which did not meet from the 3oth of 
April, 1793, till the 17th of January, 1794: And as neither the So- 
ciety nor the Committee ever authorized me to correſpond in their 
Name, without their Knowledge, the Letter of the 23d of July miſt . 
have been a private and perſonal One of my own. I find that on the 
2eth of that Month, I received a Parcel of the printed Minutes of the 
Convention, accompanied by a Letter from Mr. Skirving, in his own 
Name only, and not in the Name of any Society, in which I ſuppoſe he 
took that Opportunity of wiſhing to know my Opinion reſpecting a Con- 
vention in England. Of ſuch private perſonal Letters J have written 
many, but as I did not conſider them to concern the Society, I never 
kept Copies of them. I am, however, certain, that if they were all 
| publited, none of them, or even any Parts of them, could with Juſtice 


cenſured, | 
The Third Letter mentioned in the Report, is of the ' ſame private 
_ perſonal Nature with the Second: I think I wrote it in Haſte, and 1 
remember it the more particularly, as it was the laſt J ſent to Mr, Skir- 
ving. 
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ving. I am very certain that when it is publiſhed in the Appendix, it 

will fully juſtify the Account I haye already given of it in the Body of 

this Letter, CLONE" t 
'Thurſday, 4 o'Clock, 


Appendix, No. 3, 


S1 Ry 


that the General Convention of Delegates from the various Societies of 
the Friends of the People throughout Scotland, unanimouſly agreed on 
Thurſday laſt, the Third Day of their fitting in this Place, to addreſs 
the Friends of the People in London, and the incloſed Letter of Ad- 
dreſs was accordingly ordered to be printed and tranſmitted. 

I have taken upon me to direct the ſame to you, upon ſeeing your 
Name at their Reſolutions, by this Day's Poſt ; and to intreat you to 
communicate it at their Firſt Meeting. | 
I will tranſmit all. the Proceedings of the Convention fo ſoon as the 
various Minutes and Reſolutions are received from the Preſs, 

With great Eſteem, 
Edinburgh, 19th Dec. I am, Sir, 
1792. Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
| m W. SKIRVING, Secretary. 
Samuel Whitbread, Junior, Eſq. | „ 
| M, 2 London. 


Appendix, No. 4. 
Edinburgh, Dec. 12th, 


AT a General Conyention of the Delegates of the Friends of the 
People, held this Day, 


Cor, DarxyMPLE, in the Chair, 


Reſolved a ; 


That it appears to this Convention, that very great Abuſes have ariſen 
in the Government of this Country, from a * of the genuine 
Principles of the Conſtitution; that theſe Abuſes have of late grown to 

an alarming Height, and produced great Diſcontents. „ 
Reſolved, That the eſſential Meaſures to be purſued, in order to re- 
move theſe Abuſes, and effectually to do away their miſchievous Conſe - 

quences, are, a „ | N 
iſt, To reſtore the Freedom of Election, and an equal Repreſentation 

of the People in Parliament. | Ng | p T 
4x bas | 2d. Te 


\ 


I HAVE the Honour to inform the Friends of the People in London, | 


my —=— By yy a A 2 


82 — 


+ a= 

2d. To fecure to the People a frequent "Exerciſe of their Right of 
electing their Repreſentatives. . r 
Reſolved, That for the Purpoſe of accompliſhing theſe Conſtitu- 
tional Objects, the proper and legal Method is that of applying by Peti- 


tion to Parliament; 5 
Reſolved, That ſince a ſpeedy and complete Redreſs of dur pre- 
ſent Grievances, will moſt effectually be obtained by the. joirit Co- 
operation of every Briton, who yet retains the Spirit and the-Wiſh to 
be free, this Convention will, as far as their Principles and Objects 
ow them, co-operate with the Society of the Friends of the People in 
ondon. | 71 0117 
Reſolved, That this Reſolution, along · with thoſe voted at a former 
Conyention, be tranſmitted by the Chairman to the Society of the Friends 
of the People in London. 53 n 


| Gigned) WILLIAM DALRYMPLE, Chu 
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2 E 
- 


Appendix, No. 5. 


The Minutes of the Proceedings of the General Convention of 
the Delegates, from the Societies of the Friends of the People 
throughout Scotland, at their ſeveral Sittings in Edinburgh; 
on the Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thirteenth of December, 1792. 


Edinburgh: Printed by J. Robertſon, No. 39, South Bridge. 


Auno 1793. * 


Baxter's Hall, Edin. Tueſday, Dec. 11, 1792. 


AT Noon, this Day, the Delegates from the ſeveral Societies of the 
Friends of the People, throughout Scotland, aſſembled very. numerouſly in 
their Convention Room here, in compliance with the following public 
Advertiſements, 1 | 


Sen 


The Convention of Delegates from the various Societies of THE 
FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, in and about Edinburgh, who aſſembled 
here upon the Twenty-Firſt inſtant, expreſſed an unanimous wiſh for a 
General Convention of Delegates, from the various Societies in Scot- 
land, eſtabliſhed on ſimilar Principles. | | 

If it ſhall meet the approbation of the majority of the Societies, they 
propoſe to hold a Convention, upon the Eleventh Day of December 
next, in the City of Edinburgh. | oo 

The various advantages which will reſult to the whole, from a con- 
ſolidation of our common ſtrength, are too obvious to be detailed. If 
you approve of this Meaſure, and reſolve to ſend Delegates, inform us, 
in courſe of poſt, It ſhall be our Care to prepare a proper Place fer 

5 C Meeting, 


( 10 


Meeting, of which we ſhall give you timely and regular Notice. Be 
pleaſed to dire&t your Letters to our Secretary, Mr. William Skir. 
ving, Head of the Horſewynd, Edinburgh. 1 1 

8. By Order of the Committee of Convention, , 


W. SKIRVING, Secretary 


7 'ErinsurcH, 
| Nov. 23, 1792. | 
P. 8. We muſt requeſt of your Society, to communicate this Intimation 
to any Societies in your Neighbourhood, of whoſe Exiſtence, in 
conſequence of their not having publiſhed their Declaration of 
Principles, we may be ignorant. | f 


A Convention of Delegates from every Society of Friends of the 
People in Scotland, will be held at Edinburgh, in Baxter's Hall, in 
James's Court, on Tueſday the Eleventh of December next, at Twelve 
o'Clock at Noon, againſt which Time the General Committee ſhall 
have every thing prepared for the reception of the Delegates. 

After a ſhort Converſation, Meſſrs. Bell, Muir, and Skirving, the pre- 
ſent Preſident, Vice-Preſident, and Secretary, of the Edinburgh Ge- 
neral Aſſociation of the Friends of the People, were requeſted to of- 
ficiate in their ſeveral capacities, until the powers of the Delegates 
ſhould be verified. | TEE \ | 


„„. Hoon, Bros, in the Chair, 


The Commiſſions to the ſeveral Delegates were produced, and-read. 
The roll being made up, was called over, name by name, and inti- 
mation ſeveral times * ot that if the name of any Delegate had been 
omitted, it ſhould now be given in. The Convention was then de- 


clared afſembled ; and the Preſident, Vice-Preſident, and Secretary, 


retired. F a 
| General Convention Aſſembled. 


- Some Converfation took place relative to the Office Bearers and 
Committees, and the impropriety of having theſe permanent. 'The 
Convention, at length, on the Motion of Lord Daer, reſolved, That 
they would elect a Preſident each Day, or Sitting; and, upon a Motion 
by Thomas Muir, younger, Eſq. of Hunterſhill, it was reſolved, That 
the Secretary ſhould be permanent, FE 
Lieut. Col. Dalrymple, of Fordel, was then unanimouſly called to the 
Chair; and W. Skirving, of Strathruddy, elected Secretary. | 


Col. DatxymyPLE, in the Chair. 


After ſome Motions relating to order, moved by Lord Daer and 
Mr. Fowler, and ordered to he laid upon the Table, in Writing, the 


Convention proceeded to a Declaration of Principles; and a Scroll of 
E eſolutions being preſented by John Morthland, Eſq. Advocate, the 


Convention, upon his Motion, reſolved itſelf into a Committee, to con- 


fider the ſame, and to report againſt 'To-morrow's Sitting. 
Reſumed the Convention. | 


, + Bats 
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1 
Cor. DAxxT MTI in the Chair. 


Mr. Muir moved, That the two Motions made by Capt. Tohnſton, 
teſolved and publiſhed by the General Aſſociation of the Friends of the 
Peop'e in and about Edinburgh, be alſo adopted and publiſhed as the 
Reſolutions of the General Convention 'l he fame was agreed to 
nnanimouſly, and a'copy, drawn up in proper form, was ordered to be 
laid before the Convention to-morrow. A Motion was made to ads 
journ till fix o'clock in the evening; but as this was oppoſed, it war 
agreed to adjourn till 10 o'clock next forenoon. "hah 


Convention Rooms Wedndſday, 10 & Clock, | 


The Delegates aſſembled conform to the adjournment. Lord Daer 
moved, that the Preſident of the former day take the Chair till the 
Meeting was fall, and that then they ſhould eleR their Preſident for the 
day, agreeable to their former Reſolution ; and the ſame was adopted. 


Cor. DatxymeLs in the Chair, 


ar Daer, as ordered yeſterday, gave in to the table the following 
Otions: | 

1. That it ſhall zo: be a rule, that when a Motion is made and ſe- 
conded, it ſhall be decided upon before any other be heard. 8 
2. That when a ſubject is announced as the buſineſs for confideration, . 
it ſhall be permitted to any perſon to 1 what motions thereon he 
ſhall think it is proper ſhould be adopted; and that when all the mo- 
tions are laid on the table which any wiſh to propoſe, a vote ſhall be 
put, which propoſal ſhall be firſt taken into conſideration. | 
3. That when any buſineſs is under conſideration, any incidental 
motion may be introduced; and if the Meeting chooſe not to take it 
into conſideration at that moment, the Meeting ſhall declare this, by 
reſolving to paſs on to the ordinary courſe of buſineſs. 

4. That any Motion may be diſcuſſed the day it is propoſed ; but 


that it ſhall not be finally decided or publiſhed to the world, till it be 


confirmned next day, | | | 
3 being now full, Lord Daer was unanimouſly called te 
the Chair, ; 


Lab Dar in the Chair. 


Mr. Muir roſe to read a printed paper which had been ſent from 
Ireland, intitled, Addreſs of the United Iriſnmen in Dublin to the 
Delegates for Reform in Scotland; the reading of it was oppoſed in 
point of form, the ſame not being before the Houſe; but the Addreſs 
being declared a maſterly performance, and a Declaration. that afforded 
the moſt flattering evidence of the union and philanthropy of the Friends 
of Reform in Ireland, the reading of it was univerſally called for. 
After reading the ſame, the Convention paſſed to the Order of the Day. 

Lord Daer being obliged to leave the Meeting, the laſt Preſes was 
called to the Chair as a matter of courſe. | | 


— — 
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Cor, DaLRYMPLE in rhe Chair. 


it 


The Report of the Committee was called for, the Reſolutions adopted 
in Committee were read, and debated paragraph by paragraph, when the 
following were, with great unanimity, reſolved in Convention, and or- 
dered to be publiſhed 7 þ 24 1 
Keſolved, That this Convention, taking under conſideration the in- 
ſidious, wicked, and inflammatory artifices, employed by the enemies of 
all Reform, to miſrepreſent and calumniate the, Friends of the People, 
as the-promoters of public diſcord, and advccates for an unjuſt and abſurd 
violation of private property, by an equal diviſion think it incumbent 
upon them to declare, that they hold all ſuch unprincipled deſigns in 
utter deteſtation and abhorrence, and that they will maintain the eſta. 
bliſhed Conftitution of Great Britain, on its genuine acknowledged 
principles, conſiſting of Three Eſtates—King, Lords, and Commons. 
. Rejolved, That the Members of this Convention will, to the utmoſt 
of their power, concur in aiding and ſtrengthening the hands of the 
Civil Magiſtrates throughout this kingdom, to repreſs riot and tumult, 
and all attempts whatſcever to diſturb the tranquillity, happineſs, and 
good order of ſociety. | f 
EKeſolwed, That it appears to this Convention, that very great abuſes 
have ariſen in the government of this country, from a negle& of the 
genuine principles of the Conſtitution; that theſe abuſes: have of, late 
grown to an alarming height, and produced great diſcontents, 

R:/olwed, That the eſſential meaſures to be purſued in order to remove 
theſe abuſes, and effectually to do away their miſchievous conſequences, 
are, 


tation of the People in Parliament. And, | ; 


* 


Secondly, Jo ſecure to the People a frequent exerciſe of their Right. 


of Electing their 1 TY 


- Riſelved, That, tor the purpoſe of accompliſhing theſe conſtitutional 


objects, the proper and legal method is, that of applying by Petition to 
Parliament. 0s 


Reſolved, That theſe Reſolutions be printed in the Scots and Engliſh 
Newſpapers; and alſo be printed in hand-bills, for general diſtribution 
Lagos the Aſſociated Friends of the People, in different paits of Scot- 
and. | e 


Adjourned till Six o' Clock in the Evening. 


? 
+ 


Co:wention Hall, Wedneſday, .6 o'Cleck. 


Cor. DALRYMPLE in the Chair. 


The Secretary preſented the Plan of Organization for individual So- 
cieties, for Diſtrict Aſſociations, and for General Conventions; together 
with a written motion by Mr. Fowler, for a Committee of Publications, 
for the purpoſe of communicating Inſtruction. The ſame were received; 
an Meſtrs, Wilſon and Fowler were requeſted to bring them before the 
Hcuſe at a proper opportunity,” _ 2; 

Mr. Muir and others brought forward the following Motions, which 
were unanimouſly adopted ; namely, | | | 


Reſolved, 


* irt, To reſtore the Freedom; of Election, and an Equal Repreſen- 
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Refolwed, That this Convention do addreſs the Friends of the People | 


at London. 8 

Rgſol ved, That the thanks of the Convention be returned to Meſſrs. 
Grey, Erſkine, the Earl of Lauderdale, the Marquis of Lanſdowne, 
Col. M- Leod, Lord Daer, and Col. Dalrymple, for their patriotic ſer- 
vices in the cauſe of the People: To j. H. Tooke, Eſq. for his maſ- 
terly ſupport of Freedom: Jo the Hon. Major Maitland, Mr. Sheridan, 


Mr. Muir, Mr, Bell, and Capt, Johnſton, for their important aſſiſtance 


to overturn corruption; alſo to the Right Hon, Charles Fox, for his 
determined ſpeech in the laſt meeting of the Whig Club; and laſtly, to 
all thoſe Members of the Houſe of Commons, who have ſupported in 
Parliament the cauſe of the People. | | DI 

Agreed to Capt, Johuſton's two Reſolutions of yeſterday, which are 
as follow: | | | 
* That it be recommended to each Society of the Friends of 


eople, to expunge from the roll of their Members the name os 
names of any individual or individuals who may have aRed illegally, 


tumultuouſly, or in any way to the diſturbance of the public peace. 


Reſolved, That any individual or individuals of the Societies of the 


Friends of the People. whoſe conduct may have been legal and orderly, 


and who may be perſecuted by the arm of Power for adhering to the 


cauſe of the People, be defended by the united ſtrength of the Friends 


of the People. 

The five following Motions, which Mr. Skirving propoſed, were 
ordered to lie on the table: 

I. That the Friends of the People in Britain ſhould unite in the àp- 
plication to Parliament, both as to the extent of Reform to be demanded, 
and as to the manner of executing their Petition for he ſame: 

II. That, therefore, this Convention ſhould ſend two or three De- 
puties to London, to concert a common plan with the Fri.nds of the 
People there, adviſing always with the General Committees at Edin- 
burgh, Glaſgow, &c. 

III. That theſe Committees, while the Deputies remain at London, 
Mould meet weekly, in order to inſtruct the Deputies from time to 
time. | 

IV. That wh na common plan of operation is thus procured, a Ge- 
neral Convent on be called to approve or ainend the ſame, and parti- 
cularly to direct the manner in which the Petitions ſhall be executed 
and preſented to Parliament, | | | 

V. That the Convention recommend, that the Friends of the Con- 
ſtitution and of the People be, in the mean time, diligent in forming 
themſelves every where into Societies, in order to give the greater energy 
to their Petitions. t | | | 

Mr. Allan propoſed the f llowing to be added to the Reſolutions al- 
ready adopted ; | 

That, in order to ſuperſede the neceſſity of conſtantly reſorting to the 
aid of a military force, it be recommended by the Convention to the 
Aſſociated Friends of the Per ple in the different parts of the country, 
to hold themſelves in readineſs to ſupport the Civil Magiſtrate, when 
required, for the ſuppreſſion of any popular tumults that may ariſe in 
their neighbourhood, | | 

This 
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This Motion was deferred, on account of its importance, till next 
day. | . | | „ 
Mr. Muir moved, to appoint a Committee of Finance; and the ſol- 
Jowing regulations were u animoufly adopted; namely, 


ulating their own reſpective Finances — That the ſeveral Committees 
2 2 ſhall correſpond with the Edinburgh Committee of Finance, 
as the Committee alſo of Finance for the General Convention, and re- 
mit to this Committee, as ſuch, their reſpective contributions for the 
public intereſt. | w | | 
' Reſolved, That this Committee of General Finance, in Edinburgh, 

mall lay before each Convention a ſtate of the receipt and expenditure. 

© "Refobved, That the Convention, on the firſt day of their fitting, 17 
point a Committee of Conſtraint, for the purpoſe. of inſpecting the 
accounts of the Convention's Committee of Finance ; and report . the 
fefult of their examination to the Convention. 5 
A motion that had been formerly made verbally, and adopted in' the 
refolations, 70 petition Parliament, was reſumed ; and the Convention. 
tefolved to petition Parliament with all convenient ſpeed ; and a Com. 
mittee -was appointed to draw up a ſchedule of ſaid Petition, and $0 

ſent the ſame to-morrow. ; 


+ Adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow. 


-> The Delegates convened conform to adjournment ; Col, Dalrymple 
in the Chair. V | | 
Mr. Morthland moved, to have the two following Reſolutions added 
to the former ones : | | | 

- ' Refolued, That ſince a ſpeedy and complete redreſs of our preſent 
grievances will be moſt effectually obtained by the joint co-operation of 


Convention will, as far as their principles and objects will allow them, 
co-operate with the Society of the Friends of the People in London, 
Refolved, That this Reſolution, along with thoſe voted at a former 
fittirg of this Convention, {page 11 and 12,) be tranſmitted, by the 
Chairman, to, the Society of the Friends of the People in London. 
And the ſame was ordered accordingly. CEE 3 
Mr. Fowler read the copy of the Petition to Parliament which had 
been ordered; and it met with general approbation, as to the matter of 
it; and was remitted back to the Committee, to be put into the form 
appointed by the Houſe of Commons, and thereafter tranſmitted to the 
different Societies for approbation. 3 
Mr. Wilſon then brought forward the plan of Organization, for the 
different bodies of the Friends of the People; after reading over the 
whole of it, the Convention recogniſed the right of individual Societies 
to regulate their own internal order, and reſolved, That theſe words be 
inſerted, “ with power to any ten towns, in which there is a Society of 
the Friends of the People, to call a General Convention “.“ 


The Plan of Organization to be reviſed and publiſhed by the Edinburgh Aſſociation, 
OS N | Mr, 
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Mr. Morthland next brought forward the following Motion, propoſed 
by Mr. Ritchie, of Edinburgh. | 8 

Moved, That the Secretary to this Convention tranſmit to the Seere- 
tary of Burgeſſes, aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining 'a Reform in 
the internal government of the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, a letten 
inclofing the Reſolutions, containing the declaration of principles drawn 
up and publiſhed by this Convention, and recommending to the Bur- 


geſſes, if the above declaration of principles meets, tneir approbation, ta 
co-operate with the Friends of the People in the common cauſe of ob- 


taining the great objects of Reform expreſſed in theſe Reſolutions. 
In place of this Motion, the following was ſubmitted by Mr, Skiz. 


ving, and ſeconded by Capt. Johnſton and others. 1 f 
Moved, That if any Members of the Aſſociation for Borough Reform 


apply to the Friends of the People to be admitted, they will be re- 
ceived cordially. But the Convention can admit no Societies, but So- 
cieties of the Friends of the People. 1 rpg 
After a long debate, the votes were taken, and the firſt Motion was 
negatĩ ved, and the ſecond adopted. ; 1 
2 the Motion of Dr. Yule, an Addreſs to the Citizens of Britain 


3 


at large was unanimouſly reſolved, and a Committee appointed to dra 


up the ſame. 23 
The following Motion, ſubmitted by Mr. Ellis, was likewiſe una. 

nimouſly reſolved: - 5 
Ihat it be recommended to the People to form Aſſociations in every 


county, compoſed of Members from the different Societies in that 


county, in order to aſcertain the ftate of population, the number of 
electors, the quantity of taxes paid, the partial taxes, and the local 
grievances of that county. That they publiſh the ſame, or tranſmit 
them to the Committee of Finance at Edinburgh. 

Mr. Fowler then moved, „ That the thanks of the Convention be 


returned to Convener Lindſay, of Coltbridge, and the other Friends of 
Liberty, who, in a liberal and manly manner, refuted the aſperſions 


thrown on the conduct and intentions of the FRIENDS OF THE 
PEOPLE, in the late meeting of the Fourteen Incorporated Trades of 
Edinburgh ;'” the ſame was unanimouſly agreed to, and the Convention 
expreſſed their ſenſe of the benefit which was done to the cauſe by the 
patriotic conduct of that Meeting at large. | 


| CarerTain Jo Ns rox in the Chair. 


Reſumed the conſideration of Mr. Allan's motion of yeſterday ; when 
ſundry Members thinking that it was expreſſed ſubſtantially in the ſe- 


cond general Reſolution, (page 11, now printed, Mr. Allan agzeed 


to withdraw it. 


It was then reſolved, that the thanks of the Convention be given to- 
the Secretary, Mr. Skirving, for his unremitted application to the buſi- 
neſs of the Society; and that a ſmall Committee be appointed to aſſiſt 
him in extending and publiſhing the proceedings of this Convention. 

John Millar, Eſq. Advocate, called the attention of the Convention 
to certain Reſolutions in the Edinburgh Herald of the day, ob which 
the following is a copy: | 


1 a 
« We 


1 26 } 
„We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, being unanimouſly and 
decidedly of Opinion, That for the ſecurity and happineſs of all claſſes 


of our Fellow-countrymen, for the maintenance of our own Rights and 


Liberties, and for thoſe of our poſterity. it is, in the reſent moment, 
incumbent upon us, and all good Subjects, to give to the Executive Go- 
vernment an effectual Support in eounteracting the Efforts of Sedition, 
and in ſuppreſſing, in their beginnings, all Tumults and Riots, on what- 
ever pretence they may be excited; do hereby publicly declare our De- 
termination to take all ſuch ſteps for theſe Purpoſes as are within the 
limits of our duty in the ſeveral ſtations in which the Co ſtitution of 
our country has placed us, and to afford, by our individual exertions, 
that active aſſiſtance to the authority of the lawful Magiftrate, and to 
the lawful Magiſtrate, and to the maintenance of the eſtabliſhed Govern. 
ment, which is at all times due from the ſubjects of this free and happy 
kingdom; but which we feel to be more peculiarly neceſſary at a time 


when inſidious attempts have been made to deceive and miſlead the un · 


wary. 
« With theſe ſentiments, and to this intent, we a:e 


« RESOLVED, AND DO DECLARE, 


te That we will ſtand by the Conſtitution with cur lives and fortunes. 
« That we will joiatly and individually uſe our utmoſt endeavours to 


counteract all ſeditious attempts, and, in particular, all Aſſociations for 


the publication or diſperſion of ſeditious and inflammatory writings, or 
tending to excite diſorders and tumults withia this part of the kingdom. 
% hat we will, on every occaſion, exert ourſelves on the firſt ap- 
pearance of tumult or diſorder, to maintain the public peace, and to 
act in ſupport of the C:vil authority tor ſuppreſſing all riots and tumults 
that may be excited. | ge | 

And whereas we are of opinion that it would greatly conduce to 
the maintenance of peace and good order, that means ſhould be uſed to 
give ſuch juſt and proper information to our fellow-ſubjects as may tend 
to remove the falſe and deluſire opinions that have been induſtriouſly 
circulated amongſt them, and to impreſs on their minds a proper ſenſe 
of the invaluable bleſſings ſecured to this nation by our happy Conſti- 
tution: we have agreed diligently to promote the circulation of ſuch 
writings as may contribute to this important end.“ 

Having read theſe Reſolutions, he moved, that the Convention do 
approve of the ſame, and in teſtimony of ſuch approbation, that the 
Prefident and Seeretary, with as many of the Delegates as ftill rema.n 
in town, ſhall ſubſcribe the paper now lying in Goldſmith's Hall. 

Nr. Morthland ſeconded the Motion. | 

Some Nelegates, particalarly Mr. Chriſtie of Laurencekirk, doubted 
the propriety of the Motion. Notwithſtanding of which it was re- 
ſolved, That the Delegates, in parties of eight or ten at a time, ſhould 
go down and ſubſcrihe the ſame; adding to their names, Friend of the 
People, or Delegate, &c, | 

Upon the Prelident and a few more withdrawing for that purpoſe, Mr. 
John Clark, Architect, was called to the Chair, when after ſome con- 
verſation, te inccting was adjourned till fix o'clock in the Evening. 


* 
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heartily conſented, 


1 m7 ; 


The Delegates having once more aſſembled, conform to adjournment 

Mr, Biſſet from Dundee, was unanimouſly -called to the Chair. 
Mx. BIss ET in the Chair. 

The Convention reſolved, That a great number of their Reſolutions 
and Minutes be printed, and ſent to all the Societies, and committed tlie 
ſame to the direction of the Committee of Finance at Edinburgh; and 
Mr. Mu moved; that the Secretary be enjoined to give ſufficient notice 
to the Edinburgh Committee of Finance, that they were likewiſe ap- 
pointed the Committee of Finance for the General Convention; and 
upon the Secretary's motion, the following inſtructions drawn up by Mr. 
Muir, were unanimouſly recommended to their obſervation. 


To the Committee of Finantes of the Edinburgh Convention. 


c The General Convention has inſtructed each particular Society, to 
form a Committee of Finance, for managing their own privat? and pub- 
lic contributions. The Convention has requeſted you to take the 
management of the expences ich their fittiuz3 here may have incurred. 
In this department of their "buſineſs, they conſider you as their Com- 
mittee, The particular Societies will tranſmit to you their reſpective 
proportions of the general expence. The firſt General Convention has 
left each particular Society to the freedom of their own will, in regard 
to the different aſſeſſments they may lay upon their members. | 

* You will keep a regular accompt of the public expenditure and 
outlay, which you will lay before each General Convention for their ex- 
aminacion.” * | 

4s ſoon as you have collected the amount of the general expence, 
inform each particular Society by a circular Letter, in order that the 
Societies may, without delay, tranſmit to you their reſpective pro- 
ortions.“ | | 

A ieſpeRtable Member informed the convention, that a Society had 
been juſt now formed upon the principles of the Friends of the People, 
whoſe Members in general, were gentlemen of landed property to a very 
conſiderable Extent, | 

Mr. Morthland moved, that the Thanks of the Convention be returned 
to Mr, Fowler, for his eminent Services in the buſineſs of the Conven - 
tion; and che ſame were given Unanimouſly. 

It was then moved by Mr. Drummond, to thank the country Dele- 
gates, for their ardent zeal in the Cauſe, manifeſted by coming up ſo 
numerouſly at this inclement Seaſon, and for their diſintereſted conduct 
during the Sitting; and this was done with heart-felt Satisfaction. 

Mr. Biſſet in the Chair, begged leave to move the return of Thanks 
from the country Delegates, to thofe in 'Town and Neighbourhood, for 
the Care and Attention to the Cauſe which they had manifeſted, in 
aſſembling ſo oppo*tunely aud properly a Convention of the Societies of 
the FRIENDS OT THE PEOPLE, And to this the country Delegates 
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The Preſident then. addreſſed the Delegates, exhorting them to perſo - 
vere in the Great and Good Cauſe in which. they had embarked, unti 


their Object ſhould be completely attained. ; 
The warm Approbation with which the Convention received this 


Sentiment, ſufficiently expreſſed their Concurrence in it, and their firm 

Determination to perſevere. ; 4 | 
Adjourned, | | 
bo W, SKIRVING, S2aarTARY, 
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The Lord Chancellor, 
| Lord Privy Seal, 
Duke of Leeds, 
Dyke of Portland, 
Earl of Hardwicke, 


" 


Secret Committee of the Houſe of Lords, 
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OF THE 


The Earl of Carliſle, 
Earl of Carnatvon, 
Earl of Chatham, 
Earl of Mansfield, 
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OF THE 
— 


Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 


Right Hon. William Pitt, 
Right Hon. Henry Dundas, 
Right Hon. Welbore Ellis, 
Right Hon. William Wyndham, 
The Attorney General, 

The Solicitor General, 

Lord Advocate of Scotland, 
Thomas Grenville, Eſq. 

Right Hen. Thomas Steele, 

R. Hon. the Maſter of the Rolls. 


Hon. R. Banks Jenkinſon, 


Sir H. Hoghton, 

Earl of Upper Offory, 
Thomas Powys, Eſq. 

Earl of Mornington, 

Lord Mulgrave, 

Iſaac Hawkins Browne, Eſq, 
John Anſtruther, Eſq, 

Thomas Stanley, Eſq. 

Right Hon. Charles Townſhend, 
Right Hon, Edmund Burke, 


